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A 

PARAPHRASE 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Practical, 

on the 

Book of JOB. 


SECT. XLIII. CHAP. XXX. 

Job with his ufual elegance , reprefents the contrafi ; 
and how in all refpebts that depended upon itn- 
fieady fickle mortals , the fcene was changed . As 
in his profperity no one was ever treated with 
greater refpetl and homage: fo in his adverfily 
none mere mortified with neglect abufe and in- 
fult . A lively picture here of the too common 
behaviour of mankind in all ages ; how unjlab ! e 
their affections , and how abject and fordid their 
motives and principles of a it ion. Ver. i — 16. 

Job xxx. i. Job XXX. i. 

B UT now they TTQW widely different Sect. 43. 
that are younger from my former are my <—v——* 

dcrifion, h whofe ie fa- P refent circumftances! Now, J ob *«•*• 

thcrs meer children in years ex- 

Vo l, II. ? perience 
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Sect. 43. perience and all refpedtscom- 

pared with me, fcorn Infult 

jo xxx. 1. anc j tr j um ph ovc ^ me; w hofe 

parentage is mod obfcure ; 
and whofe defpicable worth- 
lefs fathers 1 fhould not have 
employed in the meaneft and 


mod fervile offices. 

2 And truly what fervice 
could 1 expedl from this re- 
fufe of mankind; whofe lad 
dage of life lay under the 
preffures of fordid poverty •, 
nor was productive of any 
thins; but the viled dregs. 

^ p O 

3 Their condition was mod 
defolate and forlorn, as to all 
indances of want and mifery: 
very lately they were to that 
degree didreffed and aban¬ 
doned, as to lie under the 
hard neceffity of feeking for 
necefiary fudenance in wild 
and barren places. 

4 Jn the rage of their hunger, 
they refrained not from the 

meaneft 


thers I would have 
difdained to have u 
fet with the dogs of 
my flock. 


2. Yea, whereto 
might the ftrength 
of their hands profit 
me, in whom old age 
was perifhed ? 


3 For want and 
famine they <were fo* 
litary; fleeing into 
thewildernefsin for¬ 
mer time defolat* 
and wafte. 


4. Who cut up 
w mallows by the 
buflies, and juni- 

per- 


u The moft probable meaning, as Schultens obferves, is 
appoint them as keepers of his dogs, in which place they 
would not be much higher accounted than the dogs them- 
felves. The next ver. He interprets — impuratijjimcs mor- 
talesy quos jure meritiffimo nofter cum cavihus gregis fiui 
jtor^ifdedignatus fuerit; fpurcillimo videlifeit animali fpur- 
ciores. Probably, inftead of defending the herds and flocks 
with the dogs from the wolves, they would themfelves turn 
wolves and. worry and devour them. 

w Sebuitem interprets this by balimus or common fie a pur - 
JJane 9 an herb very grateful to camels. Any mean bitter 

herb 




per roots for 
ine.it. 


Book of Job. 



their 


meaneft and worft kind of Sect. 43. 
food: they cut down bullies, 
digged for roots in defarts, J ob xxx ' 
and mod greedily devoured 
what was infipid or diftafte- 
ful. 


5 and 6. They 
were driven forth 
from among men, 
( they cried after 
them, as after a 
thief.) To dwell 
in the clifts of the 
valleys: in caves of 
the earth, and in 
the rocks. 


7. Among the 
bufhes they brayed, 

under 


Theirpoverty was not more 5 , 6. 
extreme than the charafter 
of thefe wretches was infa¬ 
mous : they were looked up¬ 
on as out-laws and public nu- 
fances; the very fight of 
whom as that of a robber or 
notorious villain alarmed a 
whole neighbourhood to de¬ 
fend themfelves or purfue 
them: fo that to efcape ven - 
geance, they took refuge in 
inaccefilble clifts, horrible 
caverns, or under huge un- 
fhapen rocks. 

Being thus detefted by all 7 
men, and flung with the 
B 2 confcious 


herb the mifcrably poor might ufe to fatisfy hunger. And 
by juniper a fpecies of broom , out of whofe root grows an 
excrefcence which may ferve for a representation of the 
nveancft food: but its long flexible and (lender twigs are 
well known to be moft commonly ufed for bindings, for a 
(hade or for fcwel. 

-Ccmit miferabile vulgus 

In pecudum cecidifle cibos et carpere duinos 
Et morfu fpoliare nemus ■ — 


Lucan. L. vi* 
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Sect, 43. confcious fenfe that they de- 

ferved it; they not only 
r ° xx * herded with wild beafts, but 

themfelves became a kind of 
lavages: fcreaming and how- 
ling from under the fhelter 
of prickly briars and thickets 
of brambles: and in com¬ 
panies lamenting and mod 
heavily condoling their entire 
wretchednefs. 

8 The whole generation of 
them were an ignominious 
bafe brood \ which never had 
any fenfe of virtue or cha¬ 
racter : the earth never groa¬ 
ned under more wicked cum- 
berers; nor did fociety ever 
banilh more noted pefts of it. 

9 Andnow,as if more odious 
than thefe off-fcouringsof all 

things, 


under the * nettles 
they were gathered 
together. 


8. They 'were chil¬ 
dren of fools, yea, 
children of bafe men: 
they were viler than 
the earth. 


9. And now am 
I their fong, yea, 
I am their by - word. 


x Bochart obferves that the nettle is too fmall a plant to 
gather themfelves under; and that the word rather de¬ 
notes a mujlard-tree . Schultens interprets it of thorns y 
brambles , briars , &:c. Hieroz. L. iii. p. 1 . c. 1 6. As in all 
Other refpefts wherein a performance can excel,, or genius 
and invention appear in the utmoit perfection: may it not 
be obferved, that where the author exalts a character it is 
with juftice to fublimity: where he degrades, it is to the 
lowelt degree of contempt and abhorrence. Thus in the 
next verfe. Literally they 'were fens of fools , of defpicable 
and deteftible wretches. Sons without a name, of ignoble 
bafe birth and parentage: infamous villains,, whipp’d out 
of the country, or fpurned at by the very earth they 
walked on. He was their fong, anil their talk; the fubjeCl 
of their ludicrous converfe, and abuflve fcandalous re¬ 
flexion . 
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things, I am made their Sect. 
entertainment: their com- 
mon talk, and the fnbjeft of 
their moft virulent reflexions. 


IO. They abhor 
me, they flee far 
from me, and fpare 
not to y fp'it in my 
face. 


11. Bccaufe he 
hath 1 loofed my 
cord, and afflifted 
me, they have alfo 
let lonfe the bridle 
before me 


They declare an open and 10 
avowed abhorrence of me as 
one of the moft notorious of¬ 
fenders : they induftrioufly 
fliun my acquaintance as un¬ 
worthy of theirs; and give 
all the moft fcurrilous tokens 
of an entire contempt and , 
deteftation. 

Not becaufe I have de- 11 
ferved this, or committed any 
wickednefs: but meerly be¬ 
caufe by the fovereign hand 
of providence I am diverted 
of health, authority and riches; 
therefore they are become ut¬ 
terly devoid of all fenfe of 
decency, no longer obliged 
B 3 by 


v It is literally. Et a fade ixea non prohibit criwt /put um. 
Or, a <vithu mco non compefeunt f pit turn. That is, as Le Clcrc 

interprets. They refrain not to fpitin my prefence: which 
according to the manners of the Arabs was an high indigni¬ 
ty to any conflderableperfon. Scbultens underllands.—They 
throw out virulent expreflions before my face. 

* Sckmiduts fuppofes, by cord is meant the rein of a bridle, 
which is held in the hand, and the horfes head bore up by 
it. That this was thrown in the neck, and its ftatolinefs 
thereby loft. Schultens by JDD reckons denoted that part 
of the bridle which goes over the horfe’s nofe, and binds or 
holds it faft. And thus the metaphor very naturally to 
fignify that Job 's weight and authority was gone; and 
even the loweft kind of people had caft off all reftraints of 
modefty, reverence and obedience. 
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Sect. 43. by any laws of common civi¬ 
lity and decorum. 

Notwithftanding the fupe- 
riority of my age, in all ways 
of a fliamelefs brutality, the 
prefumptuous forward youth 
deride and infult me: triumph 
over my miferies, and all in 
their power endeavour to 
heighten them to my total 
deftru&ion. 

13 They throw in the way of 
my reafonable felf defence, 
every thing which can per¬ 
plex or embarrafs me : to the 
utmofl: that is poflible, they 
aggravate my calamitous 
ftate by aligning wickednefs 
for its caufe, intimating that 
it will therefore never end: 
they truly want none to fpur 
them on, and there is none 
to reftrain them. 

14 As an hoftile force, after a 
breach is made in the wall, 

ru (he s 


12 a Upon ?ny 
right ba?id rife the 
youth, they pufh 
away my feet, and 
they raifc up againft 
me the ways of their 
deftruftion. 


1 3. They mar my 
path, they fet for¬ 
ward my calamity, 
they have no helper. 


14. They came 
upon we as a wide 
breaking in 0/ vea¬ 
ten : 


f 

> * 

" Sehultens underftands the expreftions in the former part 
of the verfe to be taken from courts of juilice. And to 
denote violent accufations; and all machines .fet at work 
to fubvert him : the lall to be a metaphor borrowed from 
fieges. And Chappelov.' interprets the laft claufe in the next 
ver. as afligning the reafon for all this barbarous treatment, 
viz. becaufe he could be of no farther ufe or help to them. 
Schultem fuppofes it to be an idiom borrowed from drawers 
and carriers of water, who fometimes wanted a helper, that 
is fome honeft man to whip them forward, when they 
loitered in theit labour. 



/ 
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tcrs: b in the defo- 
lation they rolled 
them (elves upon me. 


15. fc Terrors are 
turned upon me: 
they purfue my foul 
as the wind: and 
my welfare pnfleth 
.away as a cloud. 


rufties through, pours In upon Sect. 
a befieged town: or as a con- 
flux of waters when they - 
have once burft the bounds, - 
which confined them, their 
motion is moft impetuous 
and their torrents roar: with 
fuch mad rage and refiftlefs 
violence am I aflauked, and 
as a cloud do they roll upon 
me. 

Under the pretext of my 15 
adverfity, and now they fee 
me near undone, there' are 

_ M | 

no fhapes of horror and vexa¬ 
tion in which- they do not 
attack me : like‘a- hidden ve¬ 
hement tempeft, they perfe- 
Oute and threaten my life 
and foul: and > as the flying 
cloud difperfes and diflblves, 
conclude that both all pre- 
fent happinefs and future 
hopes have abandoned me. 

B 4 SECT. 


k Chappelow renders hccaufe cf the defolation they roll 
themfelvcs. Schult/ub turbine veftante , mad to illuftrate the 
paflage quotes Pf. lxxvii. 1 g. where fignifies Globus 

mibium convolutarum y and which in the drab, is cum fragore 
volvi, in nubibus, aquis aliifque; cum, quibus Globi milita - 
res folent comparari . 

c Literally troubles turn every thing upftde downy make ths 
greatejl difference or change into a ruinous condition agahijl me. 
/Is the wind they perfecute my ingenuous princely fpirit y and as 
a cloud my fafety paffes away. Perhaps the meaning may be, 
adverfity hath caul’ed the greateft alteration; liberty is de* 
wed me, and my fafety fled from me. 
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SECT. ^XLIV. 

Job defcribes the extremity of his bodily indifpoji- 
tion and affliftion: and how his repeated and 
moft earneft fupplications had obtained no relief , 
neither did he now expeft it but in his approach¬ 
ing diffolution. He complains of the • delays of 
mortality , and that all his moft grievous diftref- 
fes had not yet difpatched /him to the grave. 
He farther enlarges on his deplorable circum - 
fiances . 




Job xxx. 16. 

T HUS affiidted, unfup- 
ported and unpitied, 
nay fcandalized and fcorned, 
it is not wonderful that my 
fpirits droop and fink : fuch 
a weight and feries of calami - 
ties cannot but deeply im- 
prefs, indeed, in my reputed 
friends’s way of treating them, 
almoft difiipate all thought, 
and hurry one into dilpon- 
dency. 

To the bone and marrow 
I feem penetrated and excru¬ 
ciated 


Job xxx. i 6. 
d A N D now my 

fy, foul is poured 
out upon me; the 
days of affti&ion 
have taken hold up¬ 
on me. 


17. e My bones 
are pierced in me 
in the night-feafon: 

and 


d Literally and now my foul or life is poured out , or dif- 
folved upon or againfl and contrary to me— the days of 
ajJUftion ha<ve occupied or pojfejfed me. 

e Thefe were ufual forms of complaint with the Arabs t 
and as Schultens obferves, fpeaking of one in extreme dif- 
trefs they fay, even his bores are gnawed : and tempora ro~ 
dentia in their idiom is the fame with mifery or adverfity. 
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9 


and my finews lake 
no red. 


18. By the great 

force of my difeafe y is 
my garment chang¬ 
ed: f it bindeth me 
about as the collar 
of my coat. 


dated during the night-fea- Sect. 44, 

fons; and the anguifh of 'T 7 ~ srmmU 

• 1 ■ • i" 1 IOD XXX. 

teazmg knawing pain or fud-^ 
den frights from dejedednefs 
of fpirits with nervous tre- 
mours, never are laid to fleep; 
never allow me found reft or 
refrelhing flumber. 

So. fpreading, and withal 18 
violent and raging is my in- 
flamatory loathfome diforder, 
that in every part from head 
to foot I am full of mifery : 
as the garment it has defiled, 
it confines me; as a collar to 

the 


( Mudgc interprets by the violence of his diforder he was 
incrufted all around, in a fort of (hell, or of a buff wafte- 
coat which ftuck as clofe to him as his fidrt collar. R, Lewi v- 
and 5 farcbt — as the mouth, or top of a tunic encom- 
pa lies the neck; fo do my forrows encompafs me about. 
Scbultens underftands by lebujb y JobV outward garment and 
by cuttoneth y his inner tunic : fo that the meaning he fup- 
pofes is, that within and without he was covered with and 
involved in troubles. As to the apparel of the ancients, 
particularly the orientals, they feem not to have affetted 
novelty and variety of fafhions. The matter was fdme- 
times coltly, the colour dazzling and the embroidery rich 
and curious, and the changes many; but the fame form 
was retained through ages and generations. They were 
moftly loofe garments, not exactly fitted; with a collar 
they put their heads through, and a girdle which ferved 
both to tuck them up, and carry their money in. See 
Lew. Heb. dntiq* v. iii.'p 235. 

As the collar was ftiftned more than the other parts Job 
feems to intimate that his coat was all collar. 

The JEtbiopic verfion makes a metaphor taken 

from a man in the water, whom another who is ftronger 
than he keeps under water till he is drowned. See 
Heath in Loc. 
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Sect. 43. the neck it furrounds, clofely 

adheres to, and comprefles 
me on all Tides. 

i g Thus providence hath ap¬ 

pointed me a mournful heavy 
lot; to be reduced to the 
loweft degree of foul adver- 
fity *, and .made no more ac¬ 
count of than common duft 
and rubbifh, 

20 My prayers and loud eft 
cries daily afcend, Almighty 
God, to thee for fuccour; 
but thou vouchfafeft it not: 
I arife and implore with the 
utmoil fervour and importu¬ 
nity, as in an affair of the 
greateft importance, but do 
not obtain an anfwer. 

-1 I am treated in the manner 
thofe are, who by bad prac- 

tifes 


19. He hath call 
me into the mire, 
and t am become 
like dull and afhes. 


20. I cry unto 
thee, and thou doll 
not hear me: I Rand 
up, and thou regar¬ 
ded me net . 


21. S Thou art 
become cruel to me : 
with thy ftrong hand 

thou 


S The fame form of exprefiion, as Peten very properly 
obferves, is ufed by the Almighty himfelf Jer. xxx 14. 
where he declares how he had dealt with his own people, 
I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy , with the 
ebaflifement of a cruel one y aexari. Literally thou art chang¬ 
ed y turned or become unrelenting or cruel, with thy firevg hand 
thou hateji me. The above author remarks — to hate with 
the hand, furely is fomething very different from hating 
with the heart; and is a plain direction to us how the paf- 
fage ought to be underftood, viz. Thou hall dealt with 
me as if thou hatell me, or as men ufe to deal with thofe 
they hate. He adds, —we fhall certainly judge amifs, if 
we think every thing wrong, which will not fuit with the 
politenefs of our manners. If \v& excel in this refpedl, it 
is certain we fall fhort in others: and it were happy for us, 
if with fob's fimplicity we could reach thofe noble heights 

of 



0 


thou oppofeft thy 
fel f againlt me. 


22. *> Thou lifted 
me up to the wind : 
thou caused me to 
ride upon it+ and dif- 
folveflmy fubflance. 
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tifes are become obnoxious Sect. 43. 
to the divine indignation: fb 
that I am judged to be a£j bxxi * 
firmer, and muft confefs ap¬ 
pearances have not in them 
much lenity and tendernefs, 
rather rigour and feverity, 
fuch as is the efredl of hatred 
wrath or high difpleafure. . 

My former dignity and 22 
profpefts are made only to 
enhance my prefent adver- 
fity *, which attacked me ex- 
pofed and unfheltered with 

the 


of piety, which are fo confpicuous in his fpeeches, and his 
chara« 5 ler throughout. Some of his commentators indeed 
hav e fallen very hard upon him, (particularly the learned 
Scbuhens , who, I know not vtfhy, loves to aggravate every 
bold expreflion) and have given him little better quarter 
than his three friends. It is well for him, that he had a 
better advocate to plead his caufe than any of them. For 
as to any thing highly criminal in Job's fpeeches, it is what 
the infallible judge himfelf acquits him of; where with re- 
fpefr to what had been faid oh both fides, we find him de¬ 
claring, once and again, that Job had fpoken of him the 
tbirg (bat <i<:as right y and that the three f iords bad not . 

Cl), xliii. 7, 8. 

h Madge underftnnds this as only delating the latter 
claufe of the verfe before. At the 19 ver. lie was fo 
weakened that he could not ftand, but was forced to throw 
himfelf on the ground and wallow in the dirt. — 20. Stares 
as one that is puzzled and does not know me. 21. Thou 
turned me over and over. 22. As in the Ffalms thou lifted 
me up to fling me down; the terror of ir he fays melted 
him rr&n quite unto the core of his fubflance, fo that he 
was become a meer lhapelefs lump of corruption, 24. Only 
that thy arm would not be! let lQofe upon a lhapelefs lump, 
when in the dedru&ion of it there would be only matter 
of exultation. 
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the utmoft violence: as dry 
ftubble with the wind I have 
been fhook, or as the light 
chaff bore aloft and whirled 
about: notwithftanding the 
flrength of my mind, and 
integrity of my life, as ifrolled 
about by waves, I have en¬ 
joyed no reft or peace. 

O thou who haft diverted 
me of all worldly advantages, 
I am fully affured, I have not 
the leaft ground to expe£t 
otherwife, but that ere long 
thou wilt humble me to the 
ftate of death *, and require 
my foul to join that grand 
afl'embly of feparate fpirits, 
where all that are alive muft 
in a quick fucceflion follow 
me. 

Neverthelefs, it feems long 
that he does not give a ftnifh- 
ing ftroke by death ♦, and by 
the grave relieve me; but I 
languifh and dye fo gradually, 

and 


23. For I know 
that thou wilt bring 
me to death, and to 
the houfe, appointed 
for all living. 


24. • Howbeit he 
will not llretch out 
bis hand to the grave, 
though they cry in 
his deflru&ion. 


1 Cbappelow renders, furely He (God) will not ftretch 
out his hand to the grave;, Though they (death and the 
Houfe) cry out in his deftruttion. The words may be in¬ 
terpreted, I am under no apprehenfions of fufferings or 
punishments after death, though the loudetl cries are raifed 
againft me as the greatell Sinner now while I am dying. 
The ancient belief was that the fouls of all men went to 
Sbeoly which as in the largeft fenfe, it took in the recepta¬ 
cles both of good and bad fouls, was in Job's phrafe betb 
moyed lecol cboi> the houfe or aflembly for all living. 
Pet . crit. dijf. 401. 



2j. 14 Did not I 
weep for him that 
was in trouble ? was 
not my foul grieved 

for the poor ? 


26. When Hooked 
for good, then evil 
came unto me: and 
when I waited for 
light, there came 
darkn&fs. 
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*3 


xxx. 


and utter vain cries and Sect. 44 
prayers, and my enemies raife 
loud clamours againft me in ^ 
the flownefs of his methods 
of deftru&ion. 

Was there ever an objeft 2j 
of greater diftrefs? or one 
who lamented with more oc- 
cafion his hard fate and the 
obftinacy of his troubles ? 

Has not my life been embit¬ 
tered, and my mind opprefied 
as people are in the utmoft 
ftreights of fordid poverty 
and in abfolute want of daily 
bread ? 

The moft vexatious difap- 26 
pointments in matters that 
greatly concerned me, and 
on which my defires were 
fixed, have been added to all 
my other calamities: as the 
refultof an honeft and prudent 
endeavour for it, I expected 
the good of earthly happinels, 
growing pleafure and a lading 
profperity: but the fad iflue 

of 


* The words will bear the common interpretation, but 
the connexion feems better prefervcd by rendering them, as 
they may be very literally,— Did not I weep as one that had 
a hard day> or, as one hard of day ? and was not my foul 
grieved as a necejftous perfon? Both fenfes are very good 
ones. But the latter leems preferable as it continues the 
ftrain of expoftulation ; and it appears in many other places 
how exceeding ready Job was to (hew mercy, do good and 

communicate. 



14 
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*7 


Sect. 44. of all my flattering profpedts 

is alas only dilufion and defo- 
lation, gloomy overcaft me¬ 
lancholy, and dire adverfity. 

Like the miferable man 
who is afflidted with an inward 
inflammation; or agitated and 
diftradted with violent cho- 
licky complaints * fuch hath 
been my perplexed reftlefs 
condition: before I could 
compofe and a little quiet my 
tumultuous thoughts under 
one fpecies of alarms or an- 
uifli, another hath fucceeded 
and quite weighed me down. 
18 Burnt up with internal 
heat, I needed not the fun’s 
fcorching rays to die fable 
my complexion, or fet me 
off as a moft difconfolate 
mourner: in the moft public 
manner I have complained and 

- requefted 


Cr 
D 


z7. My bowels 
boiled and refted 
not: the days of 
affli&ion prevented 
me. 


28. 1 "I went 

mourning without 
the fun: I flood up, 
and I cried in the 
congregation. 


1 Bochari interprets the Hebrxv word cedar of that tawny 
brown complexion which the Arabs are remarkable for, 
occafioned by the folar heat: and that Job is to be under- 
flood as faying after the manner of the prophet, Jfa. li. 21. 

1 am drunken but not with wine — I am black but not with 
the fun. Perhaps the fenfe may be, I go mourning in dark- 
nefs without light or comfort: I rife up to defend myfelf 
and complain in the ailcmblj', Madge renders I came on 
dark complexioned without fun : while 1 am Jlanding in an 
ajfembly of the people I muf be crying out. As to the negro 
blacknefs it feems to have been accounted for iij ancient 
times from the folar heat; though that, with the power of 
imagination, the methods ufed to improve the colour, and 
the luppofuion of a corpus mucofum under the epidermis, 
hardly remove all difficulties. 
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29. nl I am a bro¬ 
ther to dragons, and 
a companion to owls. 


30. n My fkin is 
black upon me, and 
my bones are burnt 
with heat. 


requefted juftice but jufticc S.ect, 44. 
is denied me. , 'Tu*"**"* 

What is my condition, and *9*' 
my fighs and cries more pro¬ 
perly to be compared to, than 
that of dragons or fea-mon¬ 
gers wich-their wailings and 
bowlings ? and my folitary 
doleful {trains than to the 
fcreeches of oftriches, or the 
bootings of birds of night and 
darknefs. 

My fkin hath taken a tawny 30 
black hue proceeding from 

my 


m As has been already obferved, this i6 an Arabic form 
©f expreflion, denoting not only kindred but femilitude of 
conditions or manners. And by dragons is meant ferpents , 
fea-monflers , or crocodihs : as by benoth ja^anah , female 
of riches. The hidings of the former of which Mudge 
reckons, have fome refemblance to fighs ; ,and the me¬ 
lancholy hoot orfcreech of the latter to the cries and groans 
of a man in pain. The prophet Micah Teems clearly to 
exprefs this, Ch . i. wer. 8. I will wait and howl, I will go 
flript and naked: I will make a wailing catannim , like the 
dragons or crocodiles , and mourning cibnoth jayanab, as the 
owls. Literally, daughters of the oflrich, or female 
oftriches. 

n There feems to be a remarkable fitnilarity betwixt this 
paflhge of Job and the following one, 

■ - - Ardet felle ficcato jecur 
Totumque lentus fanguinem excoxit vapor, 

Primam cutem confumfit: hince aditusnefas 
In membra fuit: abflulit coilis latus : 

Exedit artus penitus, et totas malum 
Haufit medullas : oftibus vacuis fedet: 

Nec ofta durant ipfa; fed compaginibus 
DifcufTa ruptis, mole collapfa, fluunt. 

Sen* Her. \ 1 %Z\ 
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Sect. 44. my affli&ions: and the moi- 

ftureand marrow of my bones 

Jo xxx, ^ eems ex h au fl; ec j 9 and even 

the bones themfelves fcorched 
with my raging diforder. 

31 In all inftances that can 
affeft a man’s earthly ftate I 
have fuffered the greateft 
change: extreme forrow is 
fubftituted in the place of 
joy, and funeral folemnities 
where the rites of feftivity 
were once obferved. 


31. My harp alfo 
is turned to mourn¬ 
ing, and my organ 
into the voice of 
them that weep. 


CHAP. XXXI. SECT. XLV. 

Job makes frejh and Jlrong affeverations of his 
virtue and integrity . In particular how he 
bad guarded again! incontinence , treachery 
and adultery . Againft injufiice and partiality 

refpecling his domejlicks: and iniquity or inhu¬ 
manity as to the poor and needy, father lefs and 
helplefs. Ver. 1 — 24. 

Job .xx.xi, 1. 

0 T made a cove- 
X nant with mine 
eyes; why then 
fhould I think upon 
a maid ? 


S E CT. 4_J * 



Job xxxi. 1. 

N Otwithftandingmy hea¬ 
vy calamities, and many 
unjuft charges, I can vindi¬ 
cate 


0 Mod commentators exprefs an unufual fatisfaftion in, 
and high applaufe of the fublime morals of this chapter: 
and thofe who elfevvhere fall into cenfures, here admire 
Job's integrity; that where an omnifeient God was the 
alone witnefs, he was yet true to the engagement. Heath 
is at great great pains to Ihew that Bethulah fignihes the 

idol 



P For what 
.tion of God is 
there from above ? 

and 
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cate my moral chara&er in Sect. 4$' 
all refpefts. Particularly, a3 
to modefty and chaftity-, I J ob xxxl * 
early entered into the mod 
iacred and inviolable engage¬ 
ments to guard all the avenues 
of temptation : on what ac¬ 
count then, or for what realbn, 
fhould I ever entertain a 
thought of deluding and 
corrupting any one’s hand¬ 
maid ward or daughter ? 

For what rational expefta- 2 
tions could 1 cherifh of the 

divine 


idol mentioned by Eufehius , Prepar. Evangel. Lib. i. cap. 
10. from the hiflory of Saneoniathon, the anointed flows ; or 
of that kind called in feripture the Terapbim-, which jack- 
hn thinks, were images of gold, fiver, and other metals, to 
reprefent the figures, motions, and influences of the elemen¬ 
tary mundane fubftances, and the gods inhabiting them ; 
which they confecrated by invocations and magical rites; 
believing the gods, to whom they were dedicated, would 
be propitious to them,infpire their images, and reveal their 
will by them. See Chron. Antiq. Vol. III. p. 3. Not only 
images the above author takes to be of this number, but 
alio rude jl ones and pillars . He underftands Bcthulah to be 
a corruption of Bethelohim , and that this was the name 
given to the place where the Teraphitn and the like idols 
were kept. See judg. xvii. 5. Maim on . Mor. Nevoch. 
C. xxix, xxx. p. 3. Hyd. Rel. Perf C. v. p. 128. The 
author's ingenious cotijetture ought to be acknowledged : 
but the meaning of the text as Mhdge obferves feems to be 
expreflive, how carefully Job had guarded agninft the firft 
avenues of incontinence, with regard to the maiden daugh¬ 
ters, or wards of others. And as Michaelis remarks, he 
fet a watch before both his eyes and his heart. As it may 
be rendered for inftead of <witb my eyes See Matt. v. 28. 

p The moll ancient and Ample idolatry, (an argument of 
the book’s antiquity) is mentioned afterwards, job may 

V O L, II. C here 
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divine favour in the known 
wilful difobedience of one of 
his obvious certain laws ? or 
what happinefs here or here¬ 
after, from a crime which 
carries along with it, its own’ 
punifhment \ at once difli- 
pates the vigour of the mind,- 
and deftroys its nobleft hopes 
and pureft pleafures; fub- 
jetting men to inevitable fu¬ 
ture mifery in the final juft 
retribution. 

As to the natural refult of 
fuch an enormity, he who 
commits it, mult be liable to 
perpetual apprehenfions of ca¬ 
lamities: and it is hardly con¬ 
ceivable into what farther 
crimes and greater miferies, 
that he is not always aware 

of. 


and *what inheri¬ 
tance of the Al¬ 
mighty from on 
high ? 


3 . Is not detrac¬ 
tion to the wicked ? 
and a ^ ftrange PUK 
nijhment to the work¬ 
ers of iniquity ? 


here be alluding to Zopbars exprefiions, Ch. xx. that chalck\ 
portion ; venaehalath and inheritance which he reprefents as 
appointed the wicked man of God : and which he may be 
intimating, would very juftly have been his lot, had he 
atted in this criminal manner. 

3 Strange, necer , R. Levi renders calamitas aliena et ex • 
tranca. Buxtorf. infuetum et infolitum exitium. Targum , 
tabirah , animi confraRio , 1>el conjlernatio : and the Arab . 
nacron and moncar on % Res infelicijjima portentofa ct infclita. 
Giggeius. The expreflions gather ftrength, deilniflion figni- 
fies a very grievous calamity : and Schultcns interprets necer 
Jlrange as admirably deferibing the natural puni/hment of 
lewdnefs : the more thefe forbidden waters are drawn, the 
more ardently they arc thirfted after: their plenty creates 
want and poverty : they render the whole life a mod tur* 
bulent and diltrafted on^; and they affeft pofterity. 



4. Doth not he 
fee my ways, and 
count all my Heps ? 


t Iff have walked 
With vanity, or if 
my foot hath halted 
to deceit; 


6. r Let me be 
weighed in an even 
balance, that God 

may 
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of, he is head-long plunging Sect. 4$. 
himfelf. **** * **/ 

Such diflionourable and J^****' 

pernicious practices, how in- 3 ’ 4 ' 
duftrioufly foever they might 
be concealed from men, I 
am certain, muft have been 
naked and open in all their 
deformity before an omnifei- 
enc God : I do not wifti my 
own teftimony alone to be 
taken: but do appeal moft 
felemnly, for my innocence 
in this refpedt, to the divine 
teftimony and unerring re- 
gifter of my moft private 
adtions, minuted circumftan- 
ces, and the whole progrefs 
and conduct of my life. 

If l have worn drfguizes, 5 
adted in a perverfe infincere 
manner* or aflociated with 
perfons of blemilhed charac¬ 
ters, and profligate loofe 
morals: if 1 have troden 
foftly, and been extreme art¬ 
ful to execute undifeovered 
any fraudulent bafe defigns, 

I fubmit with all readinefs 6 
to the ftridteft ferutiny : my 
C z partial 


f Scbuitcns rehders this ammofus et ex affefiu ; as he 
Piles it, Let God know my innocence and ceaje to affiift me ; 
but Chappalow {and the words will bear bis interpretation) 
much more agreeably both ta the character of Job and the 
defign of the paflage, Let bm t or let any one weigh me in 

eke 
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partial friends have fuggefted 
fuch things: but poife equally 
for me the fcales of exaft 
divine juftice, and let it appear 
before God and man, whether 
I am an honeft perfon, or an 
hypocrite : to the former it 
does appear; and is perfeflly 
known, that there is no al¬ 
lowed wickednefs or perver- 
fenefs in the inmoft recelTes, 
or molt fecret motions of my 
heart and mind. 

If I have knowingly and 
deliberately deviated from 
the regular plain path of moral 
truth and facial virtue : and 
mine ambitious or covetous 
defires have been immedia¬ 
tely raifed to compafs by any 
means, what mine eyes beheld 
that would render me richer 
and greater: and if any goods 
that ever I poflefied were the 

effedt 


may know mine in¬ 
tegrity. 


7 * If my ftep 

hath turned out of 
the way, and mine 
heart walked after 
mine eyes, and if 
any blot hath cleav- 

w 

ed to my hands: 


the balances of jujlice in oppofition to f.tlfe balances, not 
that God may knows, but for God know, el b my integrity. 

6 Bolduc, interprets, _// cum agrutnmeum me terem decimal it 
pes mens, de •via terminali in agrum proximi , et pojl oculos 
tneas puhras widenies fegetes abiit cor tneum , &c. feram et alius 
comedat , &c. If the laws of interpretation would allow it, 
one would not obje£l to fo natural and rural a defcription. 
Perhaps, the plain meaning may be, if I have declined 
from the paths of Ilri<fl juftice, to take what was not my 
own, or fo much as eagerly covet another’s property; and 
if there was ?tny thing in my hands which ftained them, 
^eing got ,by rapine extortion, or in any unlawful way 
of gain. 



« 

8. * * 77 v» let me 
*'ow, and let another 
eat, yea, let my off¬ 
spring be rooted out. 


9 and io. If mine 
heart have been de¬ 
ceived by a woman, 
or if I have laid wait 
at my neighbours 
door Then Jet iny 
wife u grind unto 

another 
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effett of rapine treachery “ or Sect, - 
corruption : Yc sr *'* 

Let my part be the care ^ bzxx1, 
and labour of tilling plowing 
and fowing land, but let an¬ 
other take the fruit and profit 
of all my induftry. I will 
add more, let nothing that 
proceeds from and concerns 
me, or wherein I place my 
happinefs ever profper, or be 
fucceeded. 

If my unguarded loofe de- 9> 1°- 
fires have been captivated by 
the artful and infinuating 
ftratagems of a female wan¬ 
ton ^ or if I have forgotten 
the deteftable crime, and in- 
C 3 duftrioufly 


x Schuberts drains this figure much farther than it will 
bear, as the learned and judicious Dr Grey Teems to Tup- 
pole by leaving out of his interpretation Teveral expreffions. 
His parnphrale runs — Then will I hear with an equal mind> 
as no'ic with an unequal one, that God floatl root me up with 
all nix e State and hope, and proceed to root m: up to eternity . 
/ m ill profefs myfeif mofi w orthy both of thefe and of the ever- 
lifting judgments of God upon me, and thofe that are fprung or 
e ver jballJpring from ?ne. 

u Grotius and Vatablus interpret this, Let my wife be 
“ Have to another man.” The metaphor is taken from ■ 
Mills, which as the learned and ingenious Bifhop Garnet 
hath obTerved, are mentioned by theoldeft heathen writers, 
as having been the employ of women only; who had a kind 
of madrigals called wS'a.i tat Mill fongs : where were 

frequent feenes of lewdnefs and all kinds of revelling. Job's 
meaning therefore feems to be this, Let my wife become 
an adulterefs, nay a common proftitute. Vid. Horn. Odyjj'.v. 
107. Edit. Barn, in Notts . Iliad . h . 104 ,Jttl. Pollux, omtnafl . 

1 • v >i* Ath, Deip . L. xiv. Arifl. Nub. ScboL Left. v. Sc. ii„ 

Pint . 
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Sect. 45. duftrioufly fought the forbid- 

'~T )r T' den pleaiure of di{honouring 
Job xxxi. t j le marr j a g e bed: as in jul- 

tiee I deferve, let my wife 
diflolve the conjugal obliga¬ 
tion, and her lafcivious bru- 
tifh luft wander without re- 
ftraint. 

11 For this is an utterly in- 
excufable and molt aggra¬ 
vated tranfgreflion: yea it is 
an enormity fo clear and con- 
fefled, that all men of any 
equity or virtue, reafon or 
confcience mud agree with 
one confent moft heavily to 
cenfure, condemn and punilh 
it. 

No 


another, and let 
others bow down 
upon her. 


II. For this is an 
heinous crime, yea, 
it is an iniquity to 
he puni/hed by the 
w judges. 


Plut. Symp, Ch. iv. n. 6. Bochart . Hier. L. ii. C. 13. These. 
JdyL iv. Hor. Sat. L. i. S. 3. 

w Schulte ns underftands by Pelilim arbitratoria f a crime 
fo clear, that every one by his own judgment immediately 
condemns it: the learned Peters hath taken very great and 
good pains to determine the fenfe of this word •— and very 
juftly obferves that both in this ver. the 28 and many if not 
all other places, it is expreflive of refolving doubts and con¬ 
troverts; and declaring what reafon virtue and confcience 
diflated in the cafe; not an authoritative judging, and ma- 
gifterial deciffion as done by civil judicatures, which is 
always rendered by mijphat and Jhathat. Pref. Cr. Dijf. 

P, ii. 

However there are abundant proofs that adultery was 
both very early, and has been almoft univerfally punifhed 
with the greateft rigour: the Canacmites feem to have had 
a cuftom if not a law for burning the adulterefs. Gen . 
#xxviii. 24. &c. Tacitus fays the ancient Germans thought 
OQthing cruel which was inflifted for this crime. 

* 1 ■ ” .j . , ■. i . . - - ■ 



i«. For it -is a 
^re that confumeth 
to deftruftion, and 
would root out all 
mine increafe. 


13. Iftdiddefpife 

thecaufeofmy man¬ 
ner vant, or of my 
niaid-fervant, when 
•they contended with 
me : 


14. What then 
fliall I do when-Goo 
* rifeth up ? and 
when he vifiteth, 
what (hall I anfvver 
Jiin 1 . ? 
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No lefs could be expected Sect. 45- 

from it, than the inconceivable J 

.tormentsoffuturepunifhment \° mu 

in an endlefs eternity: .and 
-whatever I was pofleffed of in 
this world, houfes, land, fami- 
Jy, children, l ihould make no 
queftion muftall befacrificed, 
and yet not avail to expiate;, 
ror be fufficient to atone for 
•the guilty pafliqn. 

If on account of their in- 13 
ferior rank, and dependent 
■condition, I didr>ot, in all mat¬ 
ters that related to my man- 
fervant or maid - fervant, 
ftriftly regard the laws of 
juflice and equity j but was 
arbitrary partial and felfifli in 
my domeftic management. 

What excufe or apology 14 
can I make, when an omni- 
fcient and unbiaffed Deity 
rifeth up from his judgment 
feat to pronounce definitive 
fen fences upon me and ali 
mankind : and when he ap¬ 
pears to canvafs and fully 
enquire into both my fecret 
incentives and public actions* 
what defence can I make, or 
how when thoroughly dif- 
clofed, ftand colle<5led? 

Whatever 


x The fame word jakum is ufed here as in Ch. xix. 
25. — and exadlly in the fame fenfe for arifivg to judgment* 



24 A Paraphrase 

Sect. 45. Whatever accidental dif- 

ferences there may be, are 

Jo xxxi. we nQt e q lia j j n our original? 

Did not the fame Almighty 
Creator who produced, con¬ 
trived, and adjuded all the 
organs and fenfes in my 
curious contexture, in like 
manner form and proportion 

his ? , 

16 If I have penurioufly with¬ 
held from the neceflitous and 
didreffed poor, that fupply 
of wages or alms, which they 
mod earnedly folicited, and 
which confident with huma¬ 
nity'I could not a moment 
refufe them: or if I have de¬ 
layed or difappointed the 
afflifted widow’s reafonable 
expeftations: 

17 Or through a narrow un- 
focial, and inhofpitable fpirit 
and temper have expended 
my fubdance principally up¬ 
on my own indulgence: and 
the friendlefs darving orphan 
hath not partaken of what 
plenty was fet on my table: 

18 ( L have done much more 
than differed him to partake, 
few parents have better in- 
ftrufted and wholly provided 

for 


on the 

15. y Did not he 
that made me in the 
womb make him ? 
and did not one 
falhion us in the 
womb ? 


16. If I have 
with-held the poor 

from their defire, or 

/ 

have caufed the eyes 
of the widow to fail: 


17. Or have eaten 
my morfel my felf 
alone, and the fa- 
therlefs hath not 
eaten thereof: 


18. (For from 
my youth he was 
brought up with me, 
as ivith a father, 
and I have guided 

her 


y Schlten s remark here is extremely juft, that it is a noble 
fentiment; breathing heavenly philofophy f 



her from my mo¬ 
ther’s womb.) 


19. If I have fcen 
any perNh for want 
of cloathing, or any 
poor without cover¬ 
ing : 


20. * If his Ioyns 
have not bleifcd me, 
and if lie were not 
wanned with the 
fleece of my fheep; 


21. If I have lift 
up my hand again!! 
the fatherlefs, when 
I faw my help in 
the gate : 
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for their own children, than Sect. 45 
all my life I have done for 
the fatherlefs and deftitute: XXXi * 

and fo long as I can remem¬ 
ber, I have treated with the 
utmoft tendernefs, relieved 
conduced and molt zealoufly 
pleaded for the difconfolate 
widow.) 

If ever I have feen any 19 
fellow creature in danger of 
perifhing by the inclemencies 
of feafons for want of neceflary 
cloathing; or even one worthy 
man negle&ed and fcorned, 
becaufe his narrow circum- 
ftances did not afford and 
enable him to appear above 
contempt. 

y If the vifible decent co- 20 
vering, of his loins and back, 
have not declared me a com- 
pafTionate perfon and de- 
ferving of thanks: if he were 
not over his whole body kept 
warm and comfortable by 
means of my wooly fleeces. 

If in any public court of 21 
juftice, I have lift up my 
hand to opprefs,give a wrong 

judg- 


* Thefe paflages are not more plain and obvious, than 
they arc elegant and beautiful; and by an Arabic idiom, 
or as Bochart calls it profopopeia, the loins are made to blefs , 
that 16 the man for the warmth he received, occafioned to 
be highly thankful. 




A Paraphrase m the 


St ct. 45. judgment or pafs an hard fen- 

* . J tence againft the injured or- 

jo xxxi. p^ an . an( j d e p r i ve him of 

what was ftri&ly his due; 
however it appeared that I 
might have been fupported 
and defended in doing it, by 
others, partial judges or cor¬ 
rupt aflefiors: 

22 Then let me fall a dread¬ 
ful facrifice to the utmoft 
violence and inhumanity of 
popular reientment and fury: 
and be utterly difabled from 
making die leaft defence or 
refiftance: let an ungovern¬ 
able, vulgar, and favage mob 
pull me in pieces, tear my 
fleili, and break my bones. 

23 For I fincerely dreaded an 
heavier deftrudtion which an 

infinite 


71 . ‘Then let niHic 
« arm fall from my 
fhoulder blade, and 
mine arm be broken 
from the bone. 


13.For defir uc.- 
tion from God was 
a terror to me; and 


a It is not exprefled in our tranflation, but arm as fiercer 
reads very properly is the arm from the flioulder to the 
elbow, and the latter word chat part of the arm from the 
elbow to the hand. In the foregoing verfe he had faid— 
If I have lift up my hand, &c. in this let the upper part of 
my arm,&c. and let the lower.— Peters interprets this — 
as the expreihons indeed feem to denote, let me be pulled 
in pieces by the mobr' A method of juflice probably but 
too frequent in tfle infancy of l^ates; and which as they 
grew more and more civilized, wasVways difcountenanced 
and fupprefled. Pref. C. D. 8. \ 

b Ed rendered 'deJiruSlton is the very fame word 
ufed Ch. xxi. 30. to denote a future judgment : and in the 
laft expreffion there is a peculiar concifenefs and elegance, 
Lo ueal / could not , it was not in my po'zuer, I was not able : 
there is nothing in the priginal for -endure^ neither does the 

addition 



by reafon of his 
highnefs I could not 
endure. 
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infinite God can bring me Sect. 45. 
to: and the tremendous 
thought of that future judo*, mu 

menr, to which I and all* 3 " 
mankind are accountable, re- 
ftrained me: when I reflefted 
on the divine authority and 
fupreme majefty I could never 
do it. 


SECT. XLVI. 

Job proceeds in bis vindication from charaEler: 
inftancing in avarice and idolatry , malice re¬ 
venge , and inbofpitablenefs . He adds , that be 
never bad occq/ion to make ufe of fereens , or 
fubterfuges to avoid indignities . He again ex- 
prejfes his moft earneft deftre of a divine audit: 
and declares that whatever allegations or charges 
could be raifedy he himfelf would produce before 
the Almighty and reply to them. He concludes 
with a beautiful rural Jimile . Ver. 24. 

to the end . 


Job xxxi. 24. 

I F I have made 
gold my hope, or 
have faid to the fine 
gold, thou art my 

confidence : 


Job xxxi. 24. 

I F my mind hath been fo Sect. 46, 
fordidly grovelling as to v— 

amafs and efteem gold, under * xx ** 

the notion of happinefs, and 2 *' 
as affording ground of ratio¬ 
nal and lafting fatisfadtion: 
or if with a pafiionate and 
extravagant fondnefs and 

fooliih 


addition of it feem to improve the fenfe, rather hurt the 
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Sect. 46. foolifh carefles I have faid to 

the choiceft and mod valu- 
a ^ e gold, thou art a folid 
foundation for my unfhaken 
firm confidence, upon which 
I can always rely for fafety, 
tranquillity and blefledriefs. 

25 If my weak and vain heart 
was elated with pride and 
arrogance: or if in the height 
of exulting pleaiure, I in¬ 
dulged to a degree of fenfu- 
ality and intemperance, be- 
caufe wealth flowed in upon 
me in the greatefl: plenty; 
and foolifhly boafted, becaufe 
my induftry was profpered 
with large acquifitions: 

26,27. If I contemplated the 

world’s grand luminary, when 
it fhone with the greatefl: 
luftre,and difFufed moftexten- 
fively itsimportantfavours: or 
if I furveyed the lefler light, 
travelling in the perfeftion of 

its 


25. If I rejoiced 
becaufe my wealth 
was great, and be¬ 
cause mine hand had 
gotten much: 


26 and 2~. If I 

/ 

beheld the c fun 
when it Ihined, or 
the moon walking 
in brightnefs: and 
my heart hath been 
fecretly enticed, or 
my mouth hath kif- 
fed my hand: 


* Scbultens feems inclined to underhand by the fun gold y 
and by the moon filler ; or by both terms, the opulent 
powerful and more exalted part of mankind: but it is diffi¬ 
cult if poffible to make the whole pafTage agree to any 
other fubjeft than the moll early fpecies of idolatry, and 
the only one Job mentions, which as Peters obferves has 
been very properly urged as an argument for the antiquity 
of the book : And th<it reached up the hand to touch the 
mouth — not bowed the head towards it, was the JUghteJ} 
tendency towards idolatry. The Heb. is not my mouth hath 
kijfed my handy but my hand hath kijjed my mouth* 



zS-Thisalfo'iv#* 
an iniquity to be pu .- 
stifled by the judge : 
for I ftiould have 
denied the God that 
is above. 


29. If I rejoiced 
at the deftrudlion of 
him that hated me, 
or lift up my felf 
when evil found 
him : 


Bosk of Job. 



its beauty, and difplaying its Sect. 46, 
paler rays; and ever felt in P “ V 'T J 
my mifguided heart the moft ^ 
diftant tendency, to exprefs * 7 * 
an undue reverence for them 
as Deities, or even the refi-~ 
dences of Gods: whatever 
cuftom prevailed, if I gave 
the leaft token of homage, or 
ever raifed my hand to touch 
my mouth, and pay them 
more regard than was due to 
God’s glorious workman- 
fhip. 

This alfo were an iniquity 28 
fo plain and determinate, that 
a perfon of the utmoft can¬ 
dour and mildeft difpofition, 
if he were, put to judge of it 
would certainly condemn it; 
for no lefs could be under- 
ftood thereby than a tacit 
denial of the fupreme autho¬ 
rity ; and afcribing honour to 
the inanimate creature, which 
was due only to the ever- 
living Creator, God blefied 
for evermore. 

If the fudden death, or 29 
total irreparable ruin of my 
moft ungenerous and inve¬ 
terate enemy, gave me a 
fecret malicious pleafure : or 
if upon hearing of his dilafters 
and calamities, I raifed myfelf 
Up cruelly toinfult, and proud¬ 
ly triumph over him fallen: 

(So 
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(So far from that, I cannot 
charge my mouth with in¬ 
temperate expreflions and op¬ 
probrious language *, nor fo 
much as my heart with a 
private wifli, that his life 
might be Ihort’ned or em¬ 
bittered.) 

If my domeftic fervants, 
however they have expreffed 

them- 


30. (Neither havtf 
I fuffered my * 
mouth to fin, by 
wifhing a curfe to 
his foul.) 


31* e If the men 
of my tabernacle 
faid not, oh that we 

had 


d Schultens remarks fhat does not properly fignify 
the mouth, the tongue. Or fpeech j but the palate tafle or 
judgment and inward fenfe of the mind: the meaning then 
is, that Job had not in his breaft or heart ever harboured 
foeh rancor and bitternefs as to aik of God. his enemy's 
foul, or wHh his death, 

6 Chappelon.v interprets this of the enmity Job's do- 
meftics fhewed to hhn : Schultens from Ikenius — That fo 
great was Job 's hofpitality that the men of his tabernacle 
might truly fay, that nobody could give or Ihew a perfon 
who had not been filled with his dainties. That his houfe 
or tent was placed in the moft public fituation, was always 
open, and his table fpread for all Arabia. Others interpret 
it of the refentment his doraefiics expreffed againll hi? 
enemies: a fimilar paffage to which is found in Heftier re- 
fpedling Achilles , which the poet foftens, fuch favngenefs 
Out-raging nature, and going quite beyond what the mod 
fierce and violent, cruel and implacable of men c«">rt arrive 
at; fo that he only wifhes his heart would permit him to 
eat or devour Hettor. But Statius in his Thebass repreTents 
Tydeus even in the pangs of death as gnawing of his enemy. 
Mudge underftands it of the peevifhncfs of his fervants, for 
the trouble his hofpitality gave them ; and that this peevifo- 
nefs would be flrongly aggravated by another tranrtation, 
which appeared to him more natural (as flefh is feldcm ufed 
lor meat) we could eat him raw (meaning their matter Job) 
for giving us this trouble for every ttroller that goes about 
the country. It is obfervable of this and many other the 
like idioms, that they bear oppofite and contrary fenfes: 
and thus is expreffed either an inordinate hatred and the 

utmoft 
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had of his fleftil we 
cannot be fatisfied. 


32. The ftranger 
did not lodge in the 
ttreet: but I opened 
ihy doors co-the tra¬ 
veller. 


themfelves fincc my adver- Sect. 46, 
fity, did not in the height 
of my power thus declare ^ ^ ***** 
their mqft affedbionate and 3 
entire regard* fayingweferve 
the bed of matters, and the 
moft liberal and hofpitable of 
all mankind* we can never 
fufficiently teftify our refped 
and efteem for him. 

My liberality and bounty 32 
were not confined to acquaint- 
ance and neighbours: ftran- 
gers and fejournera ac my 
expence were provided witl* 
decent lodging and all proper 

accom- 


utmoft rancour; of an exceffive affeftion and extreme fond - 
nefs: are not inftances of both in common ufe in our own 
language? And as nothing had been premised of the bad 
behaviour of domeftics, at lead not during his profperity, 
and from the itn-lo a new fentence feems to begin here^ 
may not the paflage mofl properly and naturally be under- 
Hood of the entire affeftion of his fervants as if they had' 
Caid — he is the belt of matters, not only provides for our 
fupport, but would ftarve himfelf rather than any man 
fhould want j then the next verfe comes in with the greateft 
propriety. Schultens mentions from Hotim Tajus in Bamcfa 
a cuttom of the jirabs expreflive of their peculiar extreme 
hofpitality, <viz. to put out the fire when they entertained 
a ftranger, that he might not obferve whether his hoft eat 
or not; but the former plentifully refrefh himfelf. though 
the latter often, left there fhould not be fufficient for both, 
did not at all partake with him. He fartherremarks from' 
the fame author, that benighted Grangers in Arabia, by 
way of feeking lodging ufually made a kind of barking 
noife, which the neighbouring dogs anfwered, and all the 
people were immediately in the greateft hafte not without 
emulation, which fhould receive the ftranger and obtain* 
the honour of & recent aft of generofity or hofpitalify. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 46. accommodations : and my 
1 -"*v : J tabernacle was fo publicly 

Job xxxi. pj acec ]^ an( j j t5 d oors f 0 con- 

ftantly open as to admit and 
invite the weary traveller, 
where ever he came from, 
or whatever had brought 
him there, to reft and refrefh 
himfelf. 

33 If I concealed excufed or 
palliated any offences and 
tranfgreffions, which I was 
confcious I had committed 
m the mean manner of too 
many; and in particular of 
our fir ft parent, by feeking 
fubterfuges, flying to hiding 
places, or endeavouring to 
remove the guilt. 

34 Was I, as impious wicked 
men commonly are, only de¬ 
terred 


33. If I covered 
my tranfgreflions as 
Adam : by hiding 
mine iniquity in my 
f bofom. 


34. Did I fear a 
s great multitude, 
or did the contempt 

of 


f Be-chobbi — R . Levi renders by le fthri, in occultc y vel 
fecreto meo y in co7icealhig myfelf or in 7ny lurkwg place. The 
1 Targ. of 'Jonathan^ and o $ ferufalem y with Hott. in Smegni. 
Orie7it. and Cover, as in eur Engli/b tranflation it: Jinn, in 
7ny bofom y i. c. with fecrecy affedion and pleafure The 
former feems more agreable to the context, and dehgn of 
the paflage. 

S Peters very pertinently remarks here, what it was kept 
men in asvc in thofe ancient times: wicked men I mean, 
fays he, (for Job a&ed from a much better principle) and 
deterred them from enormous crimes: it was the rage of 
the multitude, or populace ; who naturally judge, or rather 
feel what is right, but whofe pailions are ftrong; their 
counfels, refolutions and a£lions precipitate. Or die it 
was the contempt of families, (as Job exprefles it) or the 
• public fhame of being condemned by the neighbouring fa¬ 
milies or tribes aflembled for' that purpofe. 



of families terrify 
me j that I kept fi- 
lence, and went not 
our of the door } 


3 h O that one 
would hear me f be¬ 
hold, my defire is 
shut the Almighty 
would anfwer me, 
and that mine * ad- 
verfary had written 
a book. 


i 
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tarred or reftrained from enor- Sect. 46. 
mous crimes by the dread of 
popular fury, or the rage of J ob xxxl * 
the multitude? or elfe was it 
the public fhame of being 
condemned by the neigh¬ 
bouring families, or tribes 
a (Tern bled for that purpofe, 
which kept me in fome 
bounds ? Did I ever hold my 
peace concerning the crimes 
of others left they fhould 
upbraid me with fome equal 
ones of my own ? or keep 
my ho tile to avoid infults and 
outrages from their being 
known to all the world ? 

All I defire or want, to 3; 
clear my character, and main¬ 
tain mine integrity, is a fair 
impartial hearing: or an op¬ 
portunity before a juft judge, 
to represent my own cafe in a 
true and proper light. Lo 
here is my fign or pledge, 
let the Almighty vouchfafe 
to examine and make me to 


h It might better be rendered as theabove'author obferves 

thus: Lo here my fign or fledge , let the Almighty quejlion me , 
for the Hebrew word equally fignifics — Let him anfijuer me t 
or let him tnoke me to anfnver. There being no Hiphil con¬ 
jugation of the verb my but the Kal fupplying the want 
of it. See a fimilar inftance in the Greek of Luke xiv. 3. 

* The IJlj-rib-i adverfary, aftor litigator or profecutor , not 
the Almighty as Schultem fuppofes, but one of his friends 
who accufed him. Literally it is the man 1 am 

avith. 

VOL.ll. 



D 


anfwer 
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46. anfwcr him: and mine ac- 
u cufers lee them defift from 
their uncharitable groundlefs 
cenfures •, and produce in 
writing and proper bills of 
indictment their charges. 

36 In the prefence of a God 
of truth and equity if I would 
not glory to produce it my- 
felf and fubmit to the flriCteft 
ferutiny! and am fully certain 
that their (Irongeft allega¬ 
tions would only ferve to 
vindicate my innocence, and 
place my piety and virtue in 
a more confpicuous point of 
view. 

37 Precifely as it has been 
aCted, whether in public or 

private, 


36. k Surely I 
would take it upon 
my fhoulder, and 
bind it as a crown 
to me. 


37. 1 I would de¬ 
clare unto him the 
number of my fleps, 

as 


‘ S caul tens fuppofes the ancient cuftom here alluded to of 
hanging a '/v:ord$n the /boulders, mentioned by HwUr Iliad i 1. 
l Tacit:ts y Ann. i. 3 3. and Viiringa in 4 ja. ix. 4. He adds — 
that he hung a fwordabout hi speech is the fame in the Arabic, 
as he ccnjlitutcd hin: a fr; nee, and he received a fwsr d to be 
hung about his neck —he was inaugurated a prince. The 
principal enfigns of royalty among them being a fword and 
a crown : The following verfe, he reckons favours this in¬ 
terpretation ; where he thews how he would go with a 
princely magnificence, adorned with this book and bill of 
indictment as with a fword and a crown. 

1 Sehu/tens, Cocecir.s, 6 c c. feem to undertiand this ns bor¬ 
rowed from military men, leaders or wretHers; and of 
Job's intrepid couragious entrance into the divine prefence: 
that he would meafure his fteps, or difpnte his ground tiep 
by ftep: may it not rather refer to his debate with his ac- 
cufers ? but if it be neceflary to interpret it of approaches to 
the Almighty, is there not a refemblance to that pallagc of 
Abraham meeting with the angels and converting with the 

Lord ? 



cs a prince would I 
go near unto him. 


38. If my land 
cry againft me, or 
that the furrows like- 
wife thereof coin- 
plain: 



Book of Job. 

private, I would diftinttly go Sect. 46. 
over all the particulars of my 
pad life ; and confcious of my xxxl * 

integrity, neither doubting 
the righteoufnefs of my 
judge, without any perplex¬ 
ing fears or jealoufies, with 
perfect calmnefs and intrepi¬ 
dity 1 would expedt the iffue 
of this open final trial. 

If that land which I have 3 s 
pofleffed exclaim againft me, 
as not its true owner, but 
un juft occupier: ifthefurrovvs 
thereof,as it were, weep lament 
or groan when my plough 
D 7. turns 


Lord ? or Jacob wreftling with the angel ? And does not 
Job' $ repeated and moft earned requeft of a divine appear¬ 
ance, intimate that fuch appearances had been frequent, 
would no: be very extraordinary in that period, and con- 
fequcntly afford an argument of the very early antiquity of 
Job's age and time. 

Mtuhe and others reckon thefe verfes Ihould follow the 

k_> _ 

3cth, and that the words of Job ended at the 37. They 
are equally nervous and beautiful: and by no means im- 
jvoper lor a conc’ufion : in thofe ages of fimplicity and 
agriculture, if he was guilty at all, Job mull be fuppofed 
guilty in tlie inllances here mentioned; and do we not as 
it were hear and fee the livelefs clods exclaiming againft an 
unjuil pofteflor; and the earth, the furrows and moft fertile 
foil groaning, refuting virtue and turning barren in ab¬ 
horrence of a wicked owner ? Sec Gen iv. 10. Habak ii 11. 
There is another interpretation of the Latins t Philip. Them. 
Dionvf I.yran . and Meibo>,:. in Spec. ii. p. 5. which deferves 
mentioning, -xvV. referring the words to the earth and foil, 
which Job is fuppofed appealing 09 —for his proper ufage 
of, not neglecting its manure, exhaufting its virtue, nor in 
any refpedt abufing the very ground. This is ingenious, 
but the other probably the fenfe of the author. Scbmiaius 
applies them to all Job' 9 enjoyments and expectations. 
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Slct. 46^ turns them up, as in the 
*, hands of a ftranger not their 

38. r, ght mafter : 

39 If l have fared fumptuoufly 
of the produce and ftrength 
on the earth, without latif- 
fying their juft demands in 
money who laboured to render 
it fruitful: or by delays of 
payment, or fcantinefs of 
wages, hard ufage, or work 
beyond their ftrength have 
caufed that any of thofe molt 
neceflary perfons, and in fome 
fenfe owners of the fruits, 
having taken the greateft 
pain about them, have ha¬ 
zarded their lives, or come 
to an untimely end. 

40 Let thorns and thiftles 
grow in the barren and un¬ 
profitable foil, inftead of rich 
crops of wheat: And the 
moft loathfome poifonous 
weed fpring in the rude un¬ 
cultivated land, in the room 
of large ftore of barley. Let 
hufbandry and profperity be 
at an entire end with me. 

, Thus Job concluded his im¬ 
portant controverfy with his 
three friends. 


39. If I have 
eaten the fruits 
thereof without mo¬ 
ney, or have caufed 
the owners thereof 
to lofe their life. 


4c. Let thirties 
grow inftead of 
wheat, and cockle 
inftead of barley. 
The words of Job 
are ended. 


SECT. 
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SECT. XLVII. CHAP. XXXII. 

Job having finifned his defence , and his three 
friends not replying \ Eli hu not fatisfied with 
what either party had fuggejled ; undertakes 
Job’j confutation in a different and as he be¬ 
lieved more effect ual mariner . He apologizes 
for his youth . He expreffes his veneration for 
length of days : and yet fuppofes wifdom not in- 
feparably and neceffarily connected with it\ even 
in the injiance under confederation^ he expreffes , 
how greatly he had been difappointed in his ex¬ 
pectations from years and large experience. 
Therefore , he could not withhold himfelf from 
declaring his fentiments \ and he promifes it 
fhould be done with the utmoft freedom and im¬ 
partiality k Ver. i. to the end . 


Jon xxxii. i. 


S O thefe three 
men ceafed to 
anfwer Job, becaufe 
hu <ivaj righteous in 
his own eyes. 


Job xxxii. i. 

T H E ifiue of this long Sect. 47. 

protracted and truly - -v— 

important debate betwixt Job J oh xxxli - 
and his three friends was, 1 ‘ 
that they gave in no farther 
anfwers; becaufe as they in- 
finuated, he would not be 
convinced of his unrighteouf- 


nets •, nor ever be perfuaded, 
however plain they fhould 
prove it, that the man who 
had been thus remarkably 
afliiCted, ought to revoke his 
pretences to piety and virtue, 
and confefs his enormous 
tranfgrefladns. 

D 3 


Then 
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Sect. 47. Then appeared, Elihu the 
\~Z^\\ f°n of Barachd, the Buzite 

J OD XXX«I# 


2.Then was kind¬ 
led the wrath of ™ 
Elihu the fon of Ba¬ 
rachel 


m Elihu is fuppofed to be of the pofterity of Buz, the 
fon of Nahor, the brother of Abraham, therefore related to 
Job. By kindred of Ram or Aram is underflood the Ions 
of Kcmuel the brother of Uz and Buz. Gen. xx ii. 21. 
Grotius fays, Elihu — de cognatione Ram. — id ell, Syrus 
prigine. Nam Buzus Nachoris Syri filius. Ram et Aram 
inter fe commutantur. Vid. Grot, in Loc. 

As Peters obferves Elihu had been all the while very 
attentive to this debate betwixt Job and his friends, and 
utters not a word till both fides had done fpeaking; and 
then fliews, that a llander-by, though of lefs abilities and 
penetration, may fometimes fee farther into a difpute th - n 
they who are eagerly engaged therein, and by having their 
paffions raifed to an undue height, are very apt to carry 
things to an extreme on the one hand and on the other. 
This ufeful moral prefents itfelf to us in theflrongefi light, 
from the prefent defeription here given of Elihu as a young 
man, of little knowledge and experience in companion of 
the other fpeakers, famous for vvifdom, and venerable for 
their years. The apology he ipakes f° r himf lf is this, 
that he would not prefume to interpofe in the debate, till 
they who were his elders had done Ipeaking— 1/aid , &c. 
But however, as God givech to every orle their fhare of 
underftanding, and as he then found in himfclf a ftrong 
impulfe to fpeak, he would deliver his opinion with all 
freedom, and without flattery, or a partial inclination to 
either fide — Let me not, 1 fray, &c The fubllance of his 
fpeech is this, — that it was a great fault and folly in the 
three friends, to charge Job with fuppofed crimes, upon his 
denial whereof they had nothing more to fay, no evidence 
to produce in fupport of the accufation. On the other 
hand, he blames Job for fome intemperate exprelfions he 
had ufed, and for the manner of his defence which he 
thought liable to great exception. — That while he pleaded 
his innocence fo much, and called fo earneftly upon God 
to bring him to his trial, he did not well confider the in¬ 
finite diftance betwixt God and man; that his own un¬ 
erring vvifdom was the foie guide of his a&ions, and that 
he svas not Obliged to give account of them to any of his 

creatures 



rachcl the Bnzite of 
the kindred of Ram: 
againft Job was his 
wrath kindled, be¬ 
cause he juftified 
himlelf rather than 
God. 


5. Alfo againfl: his 
three friends was his 
wrath kindled, be¬ 
caufe they had found 
no anfwer, and yet 
had condemned Job. 


4. Now Elihu 
had waited till Job 
had Ipoken, becaufe 
they ‘Xi ere elder than 
he. 
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of the kindred of Ram, to Sect. 47. 
be highly incenfed : againfl: 

Job and his vindication of' ** xu ‘ 

himfelf he (liewed an extreme 
’difpleafute} becaufe as he ap¬ 
prehended the tendency of 
nis difeourfes was rather to 
fupport his own charafter and 
integrity than to aflert and 
maintain the wifdom and 
equity, of the great Gover- 


nour of the world in his dif- 
penfations. 

He was alfo. concerned, 3- 
and full of indignation at 
Job 's three friends ^ inafmuch ‘ 
as they had advanced nothing 
that was rationally and folidly 
convincing, to prove him 
guilty of impiety and ini¬ 
quity*, and yet had proceeded 
overhaftily to condemn, and 
load him with the heavieft * 
cenfures. 


Now Elihu had long ex- 4. 
pefted to hear, what Job had 
declared fully anfwered by 
his friends, without any ne- 
cdTity for him to interfere ^ 

D 4 becaufe 


creatures Behold in this, &c. r Ch- xxxiii. 12, 13. Light- 
fact fuppofes Elihu the author of this book, however 
it is very obTervablc, that it mull have been written 
in an ape, when authority generally followed years, and 
men had juft fo much of a fuperior authority over 
others to advife and perfuade, as they could outnumber 
them in years: Crit. Dijf. 4to. p. 94. 
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Sect. 47. becaufe they were much elder 

^ perfons, therefore might be 
Jo xxxu juppofed to have wifdom and 

4 ’ experience in a much higher 

degree of perfe&ion than he 
could pretend to. 

5 When he plainly perceived, 
that they had delivered all 

" they intended, and yet had 
not cleared up the difficulty, 
either proved Job guilty, or 
acknowledged him innocent, 
he could not fupprefs an un- 
ufual warmth of temper and 
ardour of refentment. 

6 And Elihu the fon of Ba- 
rachel the Buzite, add refled 
the audience to the following 
purpol’e: 1 am but of a fliorc 
ftanding, you of a very long 
one, therefore I have hitherto 
declined fpeaking indeed 

deemed 


5. When Elihu 

faw that there was 
no anfwer in the 
mouth of the/e three 
men, then hia wrath 
was kindled. 


6. And Elihu the 
fon of Barachel the 
Buzite n aniwered 
and faid, I am young 
and ye are very old, 
wherefore I was 0 
afraid, and durft not 
fhew you mine opi¬ 
nion. 


n mV refpondit anfwer ed, fignif.es not only to reply to 
fomething that has been faid before; but to introduce a 
difeourfe, correfponding to fome inward pafiion, or fui table 
to fome prefent occafion. As the images and ideas in the 
primitive language were taken from thofe rural affairs with 
which mortals were firit converlant: the primary fenfe of 
this word may be a furrow* and the fecondary taken from 
the correfpondence of it to the ridge, or to the adjacent 
furrows in length diftance and depth. See Hcf. x. 10. 
Afterwards it was ufed to denote the various fpecies of 
difeourfe or converfation. Taylor in verb. 

0 Schultens following Naclmanides interprets this, through 
modefty humility and fear, I, as it were, hid myfelf, as fer- 
rents upon the fight of a man hide themfelves and creep to 
his feet. ’ 


1. . 



r. I faid days 
ihould fpeak, and 
multitude of years 
fhould teach wif- 
dom. 


8, But there is a 
fpirit in man: and 
the infpiration of 
the ^Indghty giveth 
them underfUnding. 


9. p Great men 
are not always wife: 
^either do the aged 

under- 
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deemed it a piece of pre- Sect. 47. 
fumption, before all my elders ^ 
were filent, to declare my xxxli ' 
fentiments. 

My real thoughts were, 7 
judging how men’s talents 
improve by the mod favour¬ 
able opportunities in a long 
courfe of years, that the fub 
jedt was in much abler hands; 
thofe who have long been 
making obfervations fhould 
be heard with the greateft 
attention: and men of full 
age, advanced knowledge, and 
the moft enlarged views, fup- 
ply my many defects and ex¬ 
hibit the moll perfedl ratio¬ 
nal inftruttion. 

But .the late controverted 8 
affair has fully confirmed me 
in this perfuafion, that there 
is one common faculty of un¬ 
demanding and dilcernment 
imparted to all men; and fo 
long as the divine giver is 
pleafed to fupport and main¬ 
tain its ftrength and vigour, 
one man as well as another 
may underftand and diftin- 
guifh, perceive and judge of 
matters within its fphere. 

The moft perfeft reafon 9 
and wifdom do not always 

fall 


r Chappelow interpret? this, many are not wife men, like that 
of Si Paul, 1 Cor. i. 26. Not many wife men, &c. i. e. Wifdom , 

[religious 
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Sect. 47. fall to the lot of him, who is 

/ placed in the moil exalted 

Job xxxn. r ’ 1 

conlpicuous and important 
ftation : nor are the capacities 
of all old men ib ftrengthned 


and enlarged, that they can 
claim it as their peculiar ex- 
clufive province to fettle the 
moil difficult points, or de¬ 
termine affairs the mod ab- 
ftrufe and intricate. 

10 Therefore, though I can¬ 
not pretend to that fuperior 
authority of advifing and per- 
fuading which arifes from a 
greater number of years, yet 
1 take the liberty to intreat 
your attention; While I alio 
declare what light and know¬ 


ledge 1 have, and what ap¬ 
pears to me in the p re Pent 
cafe to be truth and realon. 

11 You may obferve how the 
interefting fubjedt of your 
laboured difcourfe has affedl- 
ed me; with what impatience 
and clofe attention 1 liftened 
to your expreffions; and with 
what ferious impartial exa¬ 
mination I have weighed 


every 


on the 

underlined judg¬ 
ment. 


10 Therefore I 
raid, hearken to me ; 
I alfo will fhevv 
mine opinion. 


11. Behold, 1 
waited for } our 
words, I gave ear 
to your rcafoni, 
whilft you fearched 
out what to fav. 


[religious wifdom] is the province but of few men only. 
And Mercer y Dei non hovunum donum eft uere fapere, in re - 
ligione maxime de qua hie agebatur. Judgment , i. e. the proper 
way of determining in matters of difficulty, which belongs 
to Shopbety the judge. Pfaltn i. 5. 
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i 2. Yea, I attend¬ 
ed unto you, and be¬ 
hold there aveis none 
of you that convin¬ 
ced Job, or that'an- 
Jwered his words: 

i 


i 3 ( 1 Left ye Ihould 
fay, we have found 
out wifdom: God 
thrufteth him down, 
not man. 


every argument and obfer- Sect. 47, 
vation. 

And farther, fo far as 1 1 1 X * XU ‘ 
underftand the force ot your 
reafoning, which I have fpared 
no pains to make myfelf 
mafterof, it is not fatisfaftory 
or convincing: you have not 
proved Jolt to be guilty and 
criminal; nor yourfelves to 
be his innocent accufers or 
juft cenfurers: notwithftand- 
ing all your arguing, you 
have not in fa£l anfwered 
him. 

This feerns neceftary to be *3 
premifed, left you fhould 
declare, our arguments are 
founded upon the folideft 
maxims of true wifdom, and 
abundantly fufficient to give 
full fatisfaftion to every ra¬ 
tional and impartial perfon : 
but as for Job he is by no 
means of this fort, we mull 
therefore leave him to be 
confuted and condemned by 
the great infallible God him- 

felf. 


<1 Schulte ns interprets this, that Job was not to be bore 
down with a torrent oF words, after a declamatory way, 
but addreffed with fedate mild difcourfe; the light of truth 
and convittion ihould be offered him, that it might clearly 
appear to him, that God indeed, not man examined and 
thoroughly canvaffed his caufe. This may be true enough, 
but how the learned author made it out of the original 
words is above my criticifm* 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 47. felf: for it is impofiible that 

mortal man (hog Id by any 
jo x.xxik i ma gj na ^j e confiderations af- 

^ ford convidlion to, or make 


the lead imprefiion on his 
obftinate and perverfe mind. 

14 Now Job hath not perfo- 
nally dire&ed any of his dil- 
courfes againd me, io as to 
raife in my mind the lead 
partiality or prejudice : 1 fhall 
not therefore treat .him with 


14. Now he hath 
not diretfed bis 
words againft me : 
neither will I anfwer 
him with your fpee 
ches. 


warmth of pafiion,acrimony of 
peevifh temper, or provoking 
infulting fptcches as you have 
done, but with candour and 
the fpirit of meeknefs. 

15 Thefe powerful and for¬ 
midable difputants, towards 
the conclufion of the debate 
efpecially appeared non-pluf- 
ed and confounded: they 
produced nothing like an 
anfwer, they left the main 
queftion, and at lad were 
obliged to hold their peace. 

16,17 I long expelled when they 
would recover themfelves 
from this condernation and 
embarrafTmcnt, and relume 
the argument, but to no pur- 
pofe: they faid nothing far- 
ther,they were at an entire dop, 
they were either utterly un¬ 
able or unwilling to offer at 
a reply or exprefs a fingle 
word: this being the . real 

date 


15. They were 
amazed, they an- 
1‘wered nO more: 


they left off 




1 6 and 1 7. When 

i 

I had waited , (for 
they fpake not, but 
Hood dill, and an- 
fwered no more.} J 
faid y I will anfwer 
alfo niy part, I alfo 
will Ihew mine opi¬ 
nion. 
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i 8. For I am full 
of matter, the fpirit 
within me con- 
ftraineth me. 


79, Behold, my 
belly is as wine 
njchich hath no vent, 
it is ready to burft 
like r new bottles. 


date of the controverfy, I Sect 
need not be upon the referve 
in fpeakingr but fince I have 
heard both Tides, take apart 7 * 
in the debate and freely com¬ 
municate my private fenti- 
ments. 

Indeed, the fubjedt appears is 
to be of the utmoft impor¬ 
tance, actually truth that con¬ 
cerns all mankind \ therefore 
I feel wirhin my felf the 
ftrongeft difpofition and an 
irrefidible impulfe to fugged 
fomething: neither can I 
difeharge my mind and con- 
fcience, but by giving the 
affair a quite different repre¬ 
sentation, a candid free exa¬ 
mination. 

I am in real pain on the 19 
occafion, and my eager 
thoughts will have courfe, or 
they will force their way. As 
the fermenting juice of the 
riclidt grape pent up in new 
bottles mud have air or it 
will burd them, fo are the 
multitude of my inward re¬ 
flections driving for utterance. 

o 

For 



r This is a beautiful allufion to wine in ancient times 
kept in ikins or leathern bottles, which notwitbibnding they 
were naturally made to ltretch,yet fometimes fo fermented 
that if it had not vent would endanger the bottles. The 
fame funile occurs in the new Teftamenc. 




yf Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 47. For my own relief eafe and 

fatisfa&ion I am refolved to 

|0 XXXll. g* ve t J iem £ U JJ ]ib crt y . t fo e y 

Ihall be manifeft in words, 
and fuch an anfwer as I hope 
will remove all difficulties. 

21 In doing this I faithfully 
promife to avoid all manner 
of prejudice or undue partia¬ 
lity : neither do you expedt 
me to addrefs any one in 
fervile terms of mean aduia- 


20. I will fpeak 
that I may be re- 
frefhed : I will open 
my lips, and anfwer. 


21. s Let me not, 
I pray yon accept 
any man’s perfon, 
neither let me give 
flattering titles unto 
man. 


tion to footh his vanity; nor 
in formal pompous appella¬ 
tions to obtain his favour. 

22 I readily confefs my igno¬ 
rance and utter abhorrence of 
all fuch ungenerous and dif- 
honourable methods j and that 
were 1 thus to depart from 
the truth and merits of the 
cafe, my righteous maker 
would in a very fhort time 
moft feverely refent it, and 
punifh me. 1 fhould foon 
be reduced low enough, 

cru fhed 


22. For I know 
not to give flattering 
titles, in fo doing mv 
maker would foon 
c take me away. 


s Chappe/cnv renders, Let me not be partial to any one 
in bein^: neither rive flattering titles to a fon of the earth : 

O O 0 1 

i r\ Chaldee cinmti not only Agnifies a ft< r nanie t but an epithet. 
And in Arabic ccnjah is a metonymy when you fpeak of a 
thing not by its true name, fo 1/a. xlv. 4. I have called 
thee (Cyrus) by thy name: aeannecn, Iherve.fvrnamed thcc. 
i. e. I have given thee titles of honour; viz. my Jkcpberd : 
mine anohrted : Ch. xliv. 28. and xlv. !. 

1 S. Jcrrchi interprets jij[acm> jaJhUhcr.i min ba)h ci am > he 
will take me out of the world. 
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47 


crufhed like the moth, or dif- Sect. 47 
purled as chaff if I exalted 
any man too high. 


job xxxir. 
22, 


SECT. XLVIIJ. CHAP. XXXIII. 

Elihu dir efts his difeourfe immediately to Job,, as 
4apprehending hitnfelf in nil refpefts a proper 
perfon to tinder take anfwerhig him. He gives 
a fate of the cafe from what he apprehended to 
be Job\> own expreffions, or plain meaning in 
them . He fets himfelf to confute his errors by 

arguments from the divine great nefs, and methods 
of procedure with mankind. Ver. 1—19. 


Job xxxm. 1. 

W herefore Job, 
[ pray thee, 
hear my fpeeches, 
and hearken to all 
my words. 


2. Behold, now I 
have opened my 
mouth, my tongue 
hath fpoken in my 
mouth. 


Job xxxiii. 1. 

B EING determined to Sect. 4$. 

proceed in this open and 
impartial manner, allow m e JobxxaciiK 

Job, tofolicite your candid fair 
hearing: I direfl this addrefs 
more immediately to you, 
and mod earneftly intreat T 
that no part of it, not a Angle 
fentiment may efcape your 
clofe attention and moft de¬ 
liberate examination. 

Having interpofed in dies 
affair, I fiiall- not be at all 
upon the referve-, nor refrain 
freely uttering thofe private 
thoughts which I have long 
fupprefied, but which I hope 
will now be declared to good 
purpofe. 


You- 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 48. 



Jobxxxiii. 





You may fully depend 
upon the fincerity of my in¬ 
tentions; that I am confcious 
of no defigns to deceive: and 
that I fhall fpeak nothing but 
what I know and am able to 
juftify, with that artlefs fim- 
plicity and perfect plainnefs 
which are natural to truth 
and which every one may 
eafily underftand. 

I am the intelligent and 
accountable creature of an 
all-knowing and mod juft 
God, and fhall not be un¬ 
mindful of my natural digni¬ 
ty and original, and that truth 
and virtue ought to be the 
fupreme guides of all my 
actions. 

Liberty of enquiry and 
judgment is equally all men's 
privilege, neither do I defire 
in the lead to abridge you of 
it: if I am wrong only Ihevv 
it; if reafon is on your fide 
boldly maintain it; if your 
caufe be good, be not at all 
afraid to defend it in the ex¬ 
acted method and propereft 

language, 


3. My words fhall 
he of the upright- 
iefs of my heart: 
ind my lips fhall ut- 


4. u The fpirit of 
God hath made me, 
and the breath of 
the Almighty hath 
given me life. 


If thou canft 
anfwer me, fet thy 
words in order be¬ 
fore me, Hand up. 


u Mercer underftands this as an aliufion to the hrft crea- 
tionof man deferibed in the beginning of the book of Gene/is, 
when God breathed into man's noftrils the breath of life. 

Madge interprets the 3d and 4th vers. I will ufe no art 
or difguize, but utter the bare fimple conception of my heart 
juft as God hath infpired. 



6. w Behold, lam 
according ro thy 
\vifh in God’s ftead: 
I alfo am formed 
out of the clay. 


7 Behold, my 
terror fhall not make 
thee afraid, neither 
fhall * my hand be 
heavy upon thee. 
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language, with the cleareft Sect. 48. 

reprefentations, andtheftron- 

geft arguments. Jobxxxm. 

There is no room, con -1 
fiftent with truth or modefty, 
to ground authority or do¬ 
minion upon, over any man’s 
underftanding: fo long as we 
equally ftand in God’s pre¬ 
fence, and there is no dif¬ 
ference in the relation we 
bear to him, the original of 
our endowments, or our com¬ 
mon formation out of the 
dull of the earth \ we can 
juftly pretend no lordfhip in 
the field of difputation, or 
prefidence over each others 
minds. 

There is no awful folem- 7 
nity in my prefence to oc- 
cafion fearful apprehenfions; 
neither is it in my power to 


w The proper conftruftion feems,not that Elihu here was 
perfonating the fupreme judge, but that he Hood upon the 
fame footing with Job refpedling him : as much as if he had 
laid, regarding an infinite Being we ftand upon the fame 
ground — are you a worm fo am I — are you dependent I 
am the fame—Let reafon alonedecide the matter betwixtus. 
See Schultens and Chappelovo in Loc. Agreeable to the Poet. 

If reafon s for me, God is for me too., 

1 Schultens obferves, that the word rendered hand fignifies 
properly chtc!l<e> farcin a: clitellee are dorfers or pannets 
put upon carriage-horfes, farcina the pack or load placed 
thereon. R. Levi propole 9 to remove the aleph from 
then read *33 cappi, i. e.jadi my hand, ma;cathi my ftroke: 
Par 1 allel to Ch. xiii 21, 

VOL. H. 


E 


inflift 



5^ A Paraphrase 

Sect*. 48. infliff penalties, increafeyour 

~ burdens or add further 

jo xxxn . t0 | <ens o £ an outwar( j f e ve- 
/• 

nty. 


on the 


8 Nevcrthelefs, I cannot but 8. Surely thou 
be concerned and aftonifhed haft Tpoken in mine 

.-1 r rr hearing, and I have 

at ieveral of your expreffions; heard 8 the voice of 
which are not the effects of thy words, faying, 
fufpicion calumny or rumor, 
but which my own hearing 
teftifies have proceeded from 


your unguarded lips. 

9 The following declarations 
in particular are flagrant in- 
ftances of your felf-partiality. 
The whole courfe of my life 
hath been perfectly regular 


9. y I cm clean 
without tranfgref- 
fion, I am innocent; 
neither is there ini¬ 
quity in me. 


T Job had appealed to God for his innocence as to the 
hypocrify and heightened crimes laid to his charge; and 
Zophar had before {trained his expreffions to accufe him of 
pretenfions that exceeded the perfeflion of an human being: 
Ch . x. 7. vi. 29, 30. but as Zophar had quoted his words 
very unfairly, neither perhaps could Elihu have produced 
fuch precife terms as he makes ufe of: nor any others in 
the exatt fenfe he feems to apply them : Job had profefied 
himfelf a pious and upright man, and the Almighty him- 
felf at laft confirms the truth of this profeffion : but he had 
not pretended to an immaculate purity or finlefs perfection. 
In the utmOft depth of diftrefs, liberty furely may be allow¬ 
ed of complaining, but as the candid and learned Peters 
has it, fcarce ever were the feelings of the human heart, 

o 3 

opprefled with fuch a load of grief cxprefled in a more na¬ 
tural and lefs blameable way : the words here recorded are 
not taken from the fpeeches of Job , but only charged upon 
him by Elihu, who might very poffibly millake, or mif- 
reprefent them. And it ought ever to be remem bred that 
the infallible judge himfelf acquits hiha. 0 / 7 . DiJJ. 4to. 
p. 58. 



io- BeholJ, he 
fiuJeth occa lions a- 
gainft me, hecount- 
eth me for his ene¬ 
my. 


ii. He putteth 
my feet in the ftotks, 
he marketh all my 

Aeps. 


i 2 Eehold,/// this 
thou art not juft : I 
will anfwer thee, 
that God is greater 
than man. 
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and unblameable : from the Sect. 48. 
ftrifteft examination, I am 
conlcious that I have not J°^ xxxn ^ 
only faithfully, but to the 9 ‘ 
greateft exadtnefs of purity 
and inocence, without i'pot 
or blemilh of tranfgreflion 
or prevarication, difeharged 
my duty to God and man. 

Without any known of- 10 
fence and wilful indignity 
offered to the Almighty, he 
contrives to find fault with 
and errors in me; he ob- 
ferves my fteps with that 
curious prying and invidious 
eye, with which refentful and 
implacable men ufually mark 
the efcapes, and aggravate 
the overfights and frailties of 
an enemy. 

He treateth me like a cri- 11 
minal (lave, with the utmoft 
feverity of a cruel difeipline : 
he narrowly obferves me in 
every motion : and nothing 
in my life which can poffibly 
bear one, but has a perverfe 
finifter conftrudion put up¬ 
on, and frefh punifhment an¬ 
nexed to it. 

I do freely obferve to you, 12 
that you cannot be vindicated 
in this murmuring ftrain, 
refpefting the divine difpen- 
fations: it does not become 


you to talk at this rate and 




A Paraphrase on the 


4 8 ' plead fo much your own in- 

^ nocence. I will give this 

(111 ^ 

* general and full anfwer to the 

whole of what you have 

- urged, and called upon God 

to bring you to a trial j that 

the perfedlions of an eternal 

God infinitely tranfcend all 

the faculties of mortal man, 

his majefty is fupreme and 

unrivaled, and his judgment 

feat molt glorious. 

13 What end can it ferve, or 
how is it pra&icable for a 
dependent creature to oppofe 
his finite abilities to, or enter 
into a controverfy with the 
great and univerfal fovereign: 
the foie guide of whofe a&ions 
is his own unerring wifdom, 
and who is not obliged to 
give account of them to any 
of his creatures. 


13. * Why doft 
thou drive againft 
him? for he giveth 
not account of any 
of his matters. 



2 Literally it is, why haji thou contended againjl him, for 
he doth not or will not anfwer or declare all his matters cr 

words, i. e. he does not publish all he has to fay. The 
following lines may illuftrate the meaning. 

Thus with fhort plummets Heav’n’s deep will we found 
That vaft abyfs where human wit is drown’d ! 

In our fmall fluff we muft not launch too far. 

We here but coafters, not difcov’rers are. 

Tis thus that Heav’n its empire does maintain. 

It may afflift, but man may not complain. 



14. * For God 
fpeakcth once, yea 
twice, yet man per- 
ceiveth it not. 


15. In a dream, 
in a vifion of the 
night, when deep 
Heep falleth upon 
men, in flumbrings 
upon the bed. 
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For the Almighty dc- Sect. 48. 
clarerh what is abundantly 
fufficient to be communi- J° bxxxil, ‘ 
cated of inftruftion for the 
various exigencies of man¬ 
kind: but it is prefumptuous 
to expeft him to fatisfy an 
unreasonable and boundlefs 
curiofitv, or enlarge man’s 
views and knowledge beyond 
the lphere of his prefent 
exiftence and faculties. 

5 Tis exceeding evident, 15 
what large meafures of im¬ 
portant truth he freely 
bellows, to the waking 
minds of all men by the in- 
flrumentality of their fenfesf 
and it is equally certain that 
he has fometimes made ufe 
of the more fecret and im¬ 
perceptible ways of extra¬ 
ordinary dreams and vifions, 

E 3 when 


4 Literally. For God will fpeak once, and a fecond time he 
u ilf not behold it, which Schultens interprets he will once 
fpeak to and reprove the bold finner; a fecond time he 
will neither fee nor bear it. The following methods of 
communication feem to have been more frequent before 
the giving of a written law than after, therefore may be 
confidered as an argument for the antiquity of the per¬ 
formance. Homer mentions dreams as of Jupiter, and may 
not a natural reafon be conjeftured at for their frequency 
and greater regularity in earlier times, from their more 
fimple and temperate way of living, not upon fuch grofs 
food and plentiful evening potations as moderns are re- 
jn.ukable for. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 48. when the obfcurity of night 

has hidden all external fcenes, 
Job xxxm. t j le f en f es been locked 

up in the profoundeft deep. 

Then he who has an im¬ 
mediate acccfs to all the fa¬ 
culties and recedes of the 
mind *, by his divine impulfe 
both affords private admoni¬ 
tion, and deeply imprefles it, 
by unfearchable ways gives 
it the greatefl lading efficacy. 

17 That he may give a dif¬ 
ferent direction to the current 
of man’s thoughts and de- 
figns which are finful and 
mifchievous*, and prevent his 
felf-fufficiency and exceffive 
vanity, from hurrying him 
on to aft ions that would in 
the iffue be pernicious •, and 
that he may bring him to an 
humble dependence on him- 
felf. 

,8 Whereby he becomes an 
objeft of divine mercy and 

favour 


16. Then he ope- 
neth the ears of men, 
and fcaleth their in- 
ftru£iion. 


1 7. That he may 
withdraw b man 
from his purpofe, 
and hide pride from 
man. 


18. Ke keeperh 
back his foul from 
c the pit, and his life 

from 


b Chappelo'w fuppofes a diflinftion fhould be made in 
this verfe betwixt Adam and Gcber, and reads that he may 
withdraw weak man from his purpofe, and hide pride from 
mighty man. 

c Scbultens interprets the pit of corruption when the body 
putrifies in the grave under the divine curfe, and the foul 
is configned over to hell. And by tranfiated Jkwret, 

the point or fling of the divine maledi&ion, under which 
both body and foul neceflarily feel the horrors of the fecond 
death. By hiding pride from man he feems to underfland 
pardoning his pride. 



from perifiling 
the fword. 


Book of Job, 




favour, and avoids often an Sect. *8* 


untimely death, as well as 
the greateft future mifery. 


SECT. XLIX. 

4* 


After intimating how the Almighty is plea fed to 
admonijh unthinking men ly dreams and vifions ; 
Elihu adds , hew he difeiplines , correR s, and 
frequently reforms them by bodily indifp oft ions ; 
then rejlores their health and vigour . 19 to 

the end . 


Job xxxm. 19. 

H E is chaftened 
alfo with pain 
upon his bed, and d 
the multitude of his 
bones with ftrong 
p^in: 


20 So that his 
life abhoreth bread, 

and 


Job xxxiii. 19. 

A nother ufuaiex- s ect. 49, 

pedienr, whereby the 

r ^ I ] a J lOO XXXlll* 

former of our bodies, and J 
father of our fpirits is gra- 
cioufly pleafed to reduce in- 
confiderate man from his 
finful wandrings, and inftrudt 
him in repentance and duty; 
is infli&ing fudden and vio¬ 
lent diforders, which confine 
him to his uneafy reftlefs bed, 
and fill the multitude of his 
bones with continual ex¬ 
cruciating pain and anguifh. 

Lofs of appetite is the or- 20 
dinary confequence; com- 
E 4 mon 


d CJjappelonv reads not according to the chere or margin 
of the Hebrew, rob multitude , but the eetbib or w ritten text 
rib, and renders, the contention [the ftruggle or uneafinefs] 
ej hit bones ftrong or vehement. 
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A Paraphrase 


21 


Sect. 48. mon food and bread which 

ftrengthneth man’s heart is 

Jobxxxm. nQt on jy 0 ff en f lve9 but the 

greateft delicacies loathed. 

There is a very fpeedy and 
fenfible wafte in the mufcular 
fleftiy covering of his body, 
til) it isfcarce difcernible that 
any remains; and the bones 
which lay concealed under it 
become vifible and promi- 


on the 

and his foul dainty 
meat. 


2!. His flefh is 
confumed away that 
it cannot be feen, 
and his bones that 
were not feen, € flick 
out. 


nent. 

22 Yea, his diftemper fo in- 
creafes, and fuch dreadful 
fymptoms attend it, that his 
cafe feems defperate, and life 
itfelf in the utmoft danger. 

23 If at this critical jun&ure, 
there be to be procured a pro¬ 
phet 


22. Yea, his foul 
draweth near unto 
the grave, ar:d his 
life unto the f de- 
flroyers. 

23. If there be a® 
meffenger with him, 

an 


* Scbultem renders are fo warm and atenuated as to be¬ 
come tranfparent. Cbappelow his bones [his flrength or 
bodily fubflances] are bruised [which] are not feen : i. e. 
Though we do not fee them. 

f Inflead of La-memitbirp dejlroyers , Cbappelon.v propofes 
JO read La metbim the dead. Scbultem underflands by de- 
ftroyers the terrible face of thefirfl and fecond death. The 
fence probably is the worms and vermin that prey upon 
interred corpfes. 

ft The learned ^nd ingenious author of the Divine Lega¬ 
tion of Mofesy fuppofes this a moft circumftantial account 
of God’s dealing with Hezekiah: but may it not more pro¬ 
bably, as the critical aud judicious Peters obferves, not- 
withftanding a likenefs of circumflances be a mod circum¬ 
ftantial account of the way of curing difeafes in thofe 
ancient times; — before phyfick was ftudied fo as to be¬ 
come a diftinft profeflion : and when diftempers, according 
to the fimplicity of the firft ages were looked on as in- 
flittions from the hand of God for the fins of men ; and 

therefore 



an interpreter one 
among a thoufand, 
to fhew unto man 
his uprightnefs. 


24. Then he is 
gracious unto him, 
and faith, deliver 
him from going 
down to the pit, I 
have found a ranfom. 


2^. h His fleih 
fhall be frefher than 
a childs: he fhall 

- return 
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phetorameflenger of health,an Sect. 49. 

interpreter of the caufe of his 
mifery in his former mifear- ^ XDnu t 
riages ; a truly pious and 23 * 
excellent man to diredt him 
moft familiarly, by what re¬ 
medies and efpecially by what 
repentance and future pru¬ 
dence he may recover his 
health and vigour both of 
body and mind, it fhall be 
greatly happy for him. 

Then the God of our lives 24 
and length of our days, will 
be merciful: and condefcend 
as it were to declare and 
command; interpofebetwixt 
him and deftrudtion, reftore 
him to a found and perfedt 
ftate; I have found him ready 
to pay the price, or perform 
the condition upon which I 
redeem and deliver; and am 
fully fatisfied with his prefent 
refolutions to pradtife inte¬ 
grity and his fincere repen¬ 
tance for his pa ft tranfgref* 
fions. 

He lliall quickly be fen- 25 
fible of the moil defirable 

change: 


therefore the meflenger, the interpreter of his will, or the 
prophet was to be applied to for the cure of them. And 
fo may be reckoned as one and no inconfiderable mark of 
the antiquity of the book. 0 / 7 . Dijf. 4to. p. 35. 

h Schultens fuppofes this a proverbial form of expreflion, 
comp. 1 Kings v. 14. Hu fiejb came again like unto the 



5 * A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 49. change : his natural com- return to the days 

plexion and outward form of his youth, 
xiiui. j* ecover j ts i n f an t frefla- 

nefs and comelinefs: and the 
.perfeftion of health and vigour 
of youth be reftored to, and 
fmile upon him. 

26 With proper offerings, and 26. He fhall pray 

the molt thankful acknow- will be favourable 
ledgments he fhall implore unco him, and he 
the divine favour for the fhall fee his face 

future, and fhall obtain J°y \ for he 

it: his countenance fliall not man his righteouf . 
fall like that of a criminal, n e fs. 
but he fhall look up tothe Al¬ 
mighty, with the utmoft fere- 
nity and inexpreflible fatis- 
faftion as to his faithful 
guardian and good parent. 

For he is the bountiful re¬ 


warder of thofe who diligent¬ 
ly feek him; and will in pro¬ 
portion recompence them 
who lincerely and uniformly 
obey his laws. 

27, 28 With looks of everlafting 
kindnefs the impartial and 
moft merciful God furveys 
the whole human fpecies : 
and whoever that has finned 
and offended faith, I inge- 

nuoufly 


27 and 28. He 
looketh upon men, 
and if any fay, I 
have fmned and per¬ 
verted that which 
was right, and it 
profited me not. He 
will deliver his foul 

from 


fejh of a little child. Rotaphojh generally derived from 
rat ah, to be green, and pujh , to grow and increafe; inftead of 
a compound, he rather thinks were originally two words, 
viz. (hall be green, fhall increafe. 



from going into the 
pit; and his life 
/hall fee the light. 


?9 and 30. Lo, 
all thefe t hi nos wo rk- 

o 

eth God 1 often- 
times with man. To 
bring back his ioul 
from the pit, to be 
cnliMit'ned with the 

1 

light of the living. 
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nuoufly confefs it, to the ut- Sect. 49. 
nioft of my ability will re£ti- 
fy and effeftually reform {g b KXXlu * 
what I have done amifs, 
fully fenfible that all my 
greateft miferies arife from 
my wilful errors; and that 
difobeying my maker can 
never be other than prejudice 
to myfelf: he is an objeft 
thereof, and fhall obtain par¬ 
don and mercy: and may 
add, afflictions, the effecft of 
my trefpafles (hall be re¬ 
moved, and I fhall enjoy 
health and profperity ; atleaft 
my tranfgreflions fhall not 
hereafter be punifhed, nor 
Hand in the way of my well 
being and happinefs in a 
world which never ends. 

It is very obfervable, that 29, 30 
a moft wife and good God 
in his providence and go¬ 
vernment of die world, very 
frequently profecutes the 
meafures above-mentioned; 
and according to his actions 


and character 


changes the 

fcene 


» In the Hebrew it is three times a certain number for an 
uncertain: for a fimilar paflage, fee PfeiL evii. as Peters 
vcryjuftly fliles it, that admirable compolition and not un¬ 
worthy the pen of the Royal prophet. And adds probably 
he had this paflage of Job in view, fmee the 40th ver. is 
borrowed word for word from this fame chapter, as Bifliop 
Hart obferves on the place. 
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$kct. 49. fcene of his difpenfations to 

an inconfiderate foolifh man. 
xxxui This, f or ver y important 

reafons, viz. that he may 
reclaim him from thofe evil 
courfes which lead to irre¬ 
coverable ruin; and form 
him to anfwer the true ends, 
and enjoy the nobleft fatis- 
faCtion of life and reafon, in 
time and eternity. 

31 Diligently obferve, O Job , 
give the ftriCteft and moft 
ferious attention •, keep filence 
and I will farther declare 
fomething worthy of your 
higheft regard. 

32 if you have not clearly 
underftood, and are not 
thoroughly fatisfied with 
every thing I have advanced *, 
propofe your difficulties with 
the greateft freedom : no¬ 
thing could give me a fincerer 
pleafure than to be convinced 
that I have not done you 
juftice, and that your caufe 
may be fo handled as per¬ 
fectly to vindicate you. 

33 If nothing material occur 
to you in the way of ob¬ 
jection, give me leave to 
proceed, on this important 
fubjeCt-, and from placing 
your real circumftances in 
the cleareft point of view, 

repre- 


31. Mark well. 
O Job, hearken unto 
me, hold thy peace, 
and I will fpeak. 


32. If thou haft 
any thing to fay, 
anfwer me : fpeak, 
for I defire to juf- 
tify thee. 


33. Ifnothcarken 
unto me; hold thy 
peace, and I (hall 
teach thee wifdom. 
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reprefent to you what Icii>d Ssct- 49 - 

of behaviour in them mani- 

fefts true wifdom. Jabw»u* 

33 - 


CHAP. XXXIV. SECT. L. 

Elihu having engaged to inftruR Job in the na¬ 
ture and obligation of religious wifdom , after a 
fhort addrefs to all men who had ever made this 
theirftudy y and wifhing them to examine judge and 
know what is good and right \ he renews and 
heightens his charges againft Job. He profeffes 
to cite his own expreffxons or to give their proper 
meanings then Jbews how impious unjujl and 
abfurd they were \ and that it was impoffible 
the Almighty Jbould aci in that unrighteous 
manner that Job had plainly fuppofed he did . 
Ver. i — 16. 


Job xxxiv. i, 2. 


F urthermore E- 
lihu anfwered 
and faid, Hear my 
words, O yc wife 
men t and give ear 
unto me, ye that 
have knowledge: 





Job xxxiv. r, 2. 

J OB not excepting to what Sect. 

Elihu had offered, and 
this young antagonift pro¬ 
bably thence concluding he 
was convinced, or vanquifhed, 
proceeds to the following 
purpofe. In this interefting 
affair I addrefs all men of 
plain fenfe and good under- 
ftanding to be judges: who¬ 
ever can beft diftinguifh be¬ 
twixt right and wrong I de- 
4 fire to be determined by 
them. 


For 
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Sect. 50. For it is the reafon and 

judgment, in a free and 

Job xxxiv. man ]y enquiry that ought 

3 ‘ to govern the opinions and 

fentiments of all men; in the 
fame manner that their fenfes 
do, as to external objedts, or 
their palates as to the diffe¬ 
rence of vidluals or diet. 

4 Let it be then our firft en¬ 
deavour, as abfolutely necef- 
fary, to form diftindt and 
clear ideas of the differences 
of things: what are inva- 

, riable Handing maxims of 
truth, and fovereign tefts of 
all principles and reafonings: 
that by impartially referring 
this particular cafe to the 
known general rules of equity 
and right we may come at 
its certain merit, or intrin- 
fick real moment. 

5 For Job hath undoubtedly 
exprefled himfelfin a manner 
that is contradi6tory to thefe 
rules and maxims*, exalting 
beyond all bounds his own 
virtue and integrity, and de¬ 
rogating from the redtitude 
and equity, of the divine 
difpenfations: in fo many 
words he hath faid, I am a 
righteous man, my caule is 
that of juftice: and the Al¬ 
mighty does not treat me as 

if 


3. For the ear 
trieth words, as the 
mouth tafteth meat. 


4. Let us choofe 
to us judgment: let 
us know among our 
felves what is good. 


5. For Job hath 
faid, I am righteous: 
and God hath taken 
away my judgment. 
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6. k Should I lie 
againfl my right ? 
my wound is incu¬ 
rable without tranf- 
greflion. 


7. What man is 
like Job, who drink - 
eth up (corning like 
water ? 



if I was, but pronounces fen- Sect. 
tence againft, without allow¬ 
ing me a fair hearing. J°k 

Shall J, fays he, contrary 5 
to all reafon and even the na¬ 
tural principle of felf-lovc, 
falfify in my own right, and 
own my felf guilty when: I 
know that ,1 am innocent? I 
inJift upon it, my Calamities 
are intolerable and my cafe 
defperate, without any ini¬ 
quity which has brought 
them upon me, or crimes 
that have deferved them. 

I cannot forbear exclaiming 7 
on the lad occafion! Where 
is there another man to be 
found fo arrogant and pre- 
fumptnous as Job \ who ap¬ 
pears as intent and eager to 
throw out inveftive and im¬ 
pious difdain upon the divine 

provi- 



* Chappdoiv renders this, he is like one who does not 
fpcak the truth in judging me: my wound is incurable, 
without any heinous tranfgreflion. And the Vulg. JnjuM- 
cando me mendacium efl. Comp. Cb. xxii. 25. Jer. xv. 18. 
Pfal. xxxviii. 2. Job vi. 4. The meaning Teems to be, 
(liould he acknowledge himfelf to be guilty when he knew' 
that he was innocent. As Peters obferves, Elibu reckoned, 
that Job's To ftrongly infilling on his innocence, and at the 
fame time complaining that God had taken <rway bis judg¬ 
ment ; becaufe he did not presently bring him to his trial, 
and clear him before his friends and all the world; was 
putting an argument in the mouth of wicked men, to fay 
that God had dealt unjuAly by him. And upon this con¬ 
duit of Job he is very fevere. Cr/V, Dijf. 4to. p. 431. 
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Sect. 50. providence, as the athirft are 

to drink down water, or the 
Jobxxxiv. p ar cjj e( j earth is to fuck in 

7 ‘ rain. 

8 He is, as to his difcourfe, 
very plainly arrived to the 
utmoft pitch of impiety and 
wickednefs: fpeaks no other 
than the fentiments of the 
mod difloiute and abandoned 
of mankind, and hath doubt- 
lefs learned thefe their prin¬ 
ciples from their acquaintance 
and converfation. 

9 For he hath openly de¬ 
clared, that it is of no con- 
fequence at all to the im¬ 
provement of a man’s fortune 
and earthly profperity, that 
he worfhips the Almighty 
with the mod affectionate and 
pure devotion * and that he 
forms his manners by the 
laws of the mod regular and 
unblamable virtue. 

10 Therefore hear all men of 
fpirit and underftanding, and 
join my mod zealous tefti- 

mony 


8. Which goeth 
in company with the 
workers of iniquity, 
and walketh with 
wicked men. 


9. 1 For he hath 
faid, it profiteth a 
man nothing, that 
he fhould delight 
himfelf with God. 


10. Therefore 
hearken unco me, ye 
men of underftand- 
ing: m far be it from 

God, 


1 Thefe muft be confequences drawn from what Jcb had 
faid, and very unfair ones they were, for he had faid no 
fuch exprefs words; nor any thing from which Elibu could 
properly infer this much. 

*** This as Peters has it, ought to be laid down for a 
moll certain truth, that as God is almighty, it is impoffible 
he can do wrong; and therefore muft render to every man 

according 
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that he Jhould 
Jo wickednefs, and 
f'rcm the Almighty 
that he ft.ould commit 
iniquity. 


ii For the work 
of a man fhall he 
render unto him, 
and caufe every man 
to find according to 
his ways. 


mony to the contrary: it Sect. 50. 
ought never to enter into any 
reafonable man’s creed, forJ° JXXXIV ‘ 
it is utterly impoflible there 
Ibould be any ground for it— 
far be it from the fovereign 
deity and center of all per- 
fedtion that he fhould violate 
the laws of juftice and eter¬ 
nal equity : and the fountain 
of reafon ,and goodnefs the 
great governor of the uni- 
verfe, that he fhould adt ar¬ 
bitrarily or commence tyrant, 
that be far from him. 

The natural effedts and n 
confequences of men’s adtions, 
in the ordinary courfe of 
things, are the Almighty’s 
rewards or punifhments: and 
according to the prevailing 
temper of every man’s mind 
and habitual pradtice of his 
life, in proportion as they 
are right or wrong virtuous 


according to his ways. He repeats it over and over as a 
thing unquellionable, and what ought to be laid down as 
a full principle in the conrroverfy before them, that God 
cannot do wrong — and indeed the evidence of it is as clear 
as the light. For all temptation to do wrong mull proceed 
from fome want or weaknefs. Men fin, becaufe they have 
fome irregular appetite to gratify, or fomething wanting 
to their eafe and happinefs, which they hope by this means 
to fupply. But nothing of this kind can be faid of God. 
Omnipotence is fubjeft to no want or weaknefs, and there¬ 
fore cannot poflibly be tempted to do evil. Qrit. QiJJ'. 4to. 


p. A 12. 

VOL. II. 


F 


or 
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Sect. 66 . or vicious, it is the law and 

will of God that he Ihould* 
Jo xxxi v. j n a jj j n ^- ances w jthout ex¬ 
ception, find himfelf happy 
or miferable. 

12 I may repeat it* as an un¬ 
doubted verity, that it is ab- 
folutely impoffible, the great 
original of all exiftence flhould 
adt but upon the folideft 
grounds of reafon and equity: 
nor will he who is Lord and 
Judge of all ever upon any 
account treat an innocent 
and upright man as if he was 
a guilty and wicked one. 

1 3 Under what obligation was 
he to produce and create ? 
Who gave him inftruftions 
concerning the laws of an 
univerfal providence to go¬ 
vern this earth and the fulnefs 
thereof? or, who difpofed of 
its feveral parts in the moil 
regular order; and adorned 
it with jurprizing beauty, 
and the richeft variety ? 

The 


12. Yea, furely 
God will not do 
wickedly, neither 
will the Almighty 
pervert judgment. 


13. n Who hathr 
given him a charge 
over the earth? or 
who hath difpofed 
the whole world ? 


p n Ckappelow renders, who enjoined him [to create] the 
earth? Or who difpofed the whole world? The original 
feems rather to intimate his vifitation t oeconomy, and pro¬ 
vidential government of the earth: And the fenfe to be, as 
Teiylor exp relies it, what fuperior hath taken care to charg? 
upon him [the care of] the earth . Ch. xxxvi. 23. Who hath 
ittjotned him , hath taken, care to injoin upon him, If is way, 
Ezr. i. 7. He hath charged me, hath exercifed a particular 
care in charging uppa me, to build, Sco. 
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14 anJ 1 5. 0 If he 
let his heart upon 
man. if he gather 
unto himfclf his 
Spirit and His breath; 
All fifth fhall perifh 
together, and man 
(hall turn again unto 
dull. 


The whole curious and Sect. 60. 
wonderful fabrick is necelTa- * 

rily dependent on his invifible J ob ** xlv ^ 

a 14, 15* 

power, and every moment T ? 
fuftained by his unperceived 
influence i and if after the 
manner of an enemy he 
fhould ever be inclined to 
deftroy mankind pramifeu- 
oufly whether good or evil * 
and withdraw," or deny fup- 
port to that rational fpirit 
and vital breath, they have 
derived from him, the con- 
fequence mult be an imme¬ 
diate and univerfal morta¬ 
lity ; and all men who were 
originally formed out of the 
duft, at once return to dqft. 


0 Chappelo'w interprets, and it feems agreeable to the 
■defign of the pafiage, If he fet his heart ela<v y agatnji him: 
1. e. With an intent to cut him off, and take away his life. 
He will gather unto fiimfelf, &c. or to read jeafeph y inftead 
of jeejopb : — His fpirit and his breath will be gathered unto 
him . See Gen. ii. 7. vii, 21. iii. 19. EccL xii 7. As Mudge 
obferves with his ufual fimplicity and plainnefs the argu¬ 
ment runs thus: To be fure there can be no unrighteoufnefa 
in God; for if he chofe to aft arbitrarily, he might eafily 
indulge his paflion and deftroy all at once, only by re¬ 
calling his breath: for the world is all his own creation, and 
he has nobody to account to: what but his own innate 
juftice and goodnefr could prevent or reign him ? 


F 4 


SEC T. 



.68 
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SECT. LI. 

Elihu illuftrates bis argument by confiderations 
taken from earthly rule and authority. He 
further declares the juftice of God ; and his de¬ 
fended proper feverity upon mighty oppreffors y 
tyrants and hypocrites . He advifes the afflifted 
and dijlrejfed not to plead their innocence , but 
humbly acknowledge their errors and fpeedily 
amend their lives. JobV conduct he reckons 
highly culpable ; and encouraging of wickednefs , 
therefore ought thoroughly to be examined and 
fharply reproved. Ver. 16, to the end . 


Job xxxiv. 16. 


Sect.51. 


^ H E fituation of human 
JL affairs neceffarily being 
Job xxxiv. as j j iave reprefented them, 

and the whole creation with 
infinite eafe annihilated, 
or reduced to its original 
chaos by him who made and 
fupports the whole frame \ 
now if you have the lead 
degree of underftanding em¬ 


ploy it, and keep your atten¬ 
tion fixed to the ferious affair 
I am difcourfing on. 

17 Do we not pay reverence 
to, at lead are redrained 

from 


Job xxxiv. 16. 

I F haji un¬ 

derftanding, hear 
this: hearken to the 
voice of my words. 


17. P Shall even 
he that hateth right 
govern ? and wilt 

thou 


P Cbappelouo renders,/?^// not the anger of him ivho hateth 
judgment be refrained? What? ^ vi/t thou [who art] righteous 

condemn the jufi ? The defign of the paiTage Teems to be, as 

Peten 
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thou condemn him 
that is uiolt juft ? 


18. q Is it fit to 

fay to a king, tkou 

art wicked ? and to 

princes, ye are un- 
? 



from exprefling our con- Sect. 5?. 
tempt of the authority of 
earthly princes, whofe com- J ohxxxlv ‘ 

mandsneverthelefs,and whofe 7 * 

decifions are far from being 
equitable or right: and will 
you not think it reafonable, 
to fubmit to God’s diipen- 
fations whatfoever they be, 
becaufe it is impoflible he 
Ihould ever r do wrong, or 
know that want or weaknefs 
which are the only things 
that can tempt to it? 

Only an eminent fbtion 18 
forbids rude treatment, and 
fome veneration is certainly 
due to civil jurifdiftion*, you 
do not hold earthly greatnefs, 
whoever poflefies it, in fuch 
contempt, as to fay to a 
fupreme magiftrate, thou art 
a vile worthlefs fellow : and 
to perfonages of the fir ft rank 
and character you are vicious 
fools or wicked abandoned 
wretches. 

F 3 The 


Peters observes, to fliew Job the reafonablenefs of fub- 
mining to God's difpenfations whatfoever they be ; fince 
we pay a reverence to the authority of earthly princes 
whole commands nevcrthelefs, and whofe decifions are far 
from being always equitable or right. Crit . DiJJ. 4U). 

P- 43 2 ; 

Literally, will you fiay t or whether to fay to a king , O 
Behaif O apofiate ! O ttaughty f and O ungodly ! O wicked l 
tv f ri>ices — Men of rank and charafter. 
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Sect. 51. The leaft fufpicion then 

J ought not to be admitted 
Jo xxxiv. ^ his defeat in juftice, and 

that the profoundeft reve¬ 
rence is not due to him, who 
never fhewed partiality to the 
moft diftinguifhed and illu- 
ftrious offenders: as to right 
and wrong in judgment, the 
wealth and power or the po¬ 
verty and meannefs, the fplen- 
did appearance or the fordid 
garb never moved or biafed 
him: for their original makes 
none, and there is no diffe¬ 
rence in his eftimate-, the 
right hand of his power hath 
equally formed them all. 

20 They are moreover a work 
that he can inftantly deftroy: 

there 


19. Hoiv much left 
to him that accepteih 
not the perfons of 
princes, nor regar¬ 
ded the rich more 
than the poor ? for 
they all are the work 
of his hands. 


20. r Jn a moment 
Ihall they die, and 
the people lhall be 

troubled 


r Madge remarks on this and the foregoing veiTes, that 
they exprefs the juftice paramount of God that makes no 
difference of perfons, but treats with the fame freedom 
high and low; calling even kings and princes by the names 
belonging to them [“lONnf He adds, To ftiew, that great 
as well as fmall arc fubjeds of his juftice, he produces two 
inllances hinted ver. t8 Pharaoh from ver. 20, to 24. 
The other of Korab and his company, Numb. xvi. 2. Jn 
ver. 26 and 27, The author veils his examples in the ob- 
feurity ofdifguife—but here feen through, from tdx 
the word ufed Exod. xiv. 25. clogging or binding fafi their 
charriot wheels here ft y led horfes without hand. And 
turning night upon them as Exod xiv. 20. — the word 
fmafhed is ufed by the Pfalmift on the fame oc- 

cafion. If this pafiage refer to the above,fads, it ir.uft be 
granted, the author veils his examples in the obfeuriry of 
difguife: but if it allude to thpfe fudden and frequent de- 
ftxudions, which have at different times happened to greater 

or 



troubled at midnight 
and pafs away : and 
the mighty (hall be 
taken away without 
hand. 


2t. For his eyes 
tire upon the ways 
of man, and he feeth 
all his goings. 
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there is no difficulty in inak- Sect. 51. 
ing them foon depart this 
life: at an unexpe&ed mo-J dbxxxlv ' 
ment -when a nation or people z °‘ 
ripe for ruin enjoy the pro¬ 
found eft repofe and tranquil¬ 
lity, he can various ways fill 
them with dire alarms, and 
throw every thing that con¬ 
cerns them into the utmoft 
diforder and confufion: with¬ 


out any exertion of his power, 
if he only withdraw his fup- 
port, names at which the 
^arth once trembled are ex- 
tinft, and feeptres., thrones 
and the higheft earthly digni¬ 
ties by invifible means hum¬ 
bled to the duft; or wrefted 
from thofe who poffefled 
and perverted them. 

The courfes and aftions 2j 
of men according as they are 
virtuous or vicious prmci- 

F 4 pally 


cr fmallcr bodies of men with their princes and leaders, 
from pellilcnce, earthquakes, invafions or in fur regions, it 
may perhaps appear foinewhat plainer: neither whatever 
a fingle word or two may denote, does there I’ecm ground 
to fix it upon any one individual faft : though poihbly fame 
iuch fafts might be known when the book was written 

O 

which it was more immediately cxprellive of. Michael is 
fays, there is no noceflity for retraining it to the (laughter 
of the firft born of Eg^pt; Scb?;iidius interprets it of the 
cOfefts of a commotion, and Schultens of tremors and other 
motions of the earth, whereby the Almighty can in one 

moment deftroy whole nations, and fhake them out of 
their feats. 
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21 . 


% 

Srfcr.51. pally engage his attention; 

neither are their intentions 
jo xxxiv. m oft fecret contrivances 

to efcape without appearing 
in the fulleft and ftrongeft 
light. 

22 Not death it felf fhall con¬ 
ceal them from the all- 
difcerning eye of an omni- 
prefent God, or withdraw 
them from his juftice. The 
wicked and impenitent may 
flatter themfelves with the 
hope of annihilation if they 
pleafe, but they will find 
themfelves moft fadly dif- 
appointed, when they come 
to make trial of the other 
ftate. 

23 For every mouth fhall be 
flopped, and there fhall not 
be left the fhadow of an ex- 
cufe or pretence, that God 
inflidts upon any one more 
than he has juftly deferved; 
and that therefore another 
judgment is to be expedted 
wherein ftridt juftice 
take place. 

24 Without any procraftina- 
tion or connivance, agreeable 

to 


may 


22. There /'/ no 
darknefs, nor fha¬ 
dow of death, where 
the workers of ini¬ 
quity may hide 
themfelves. 


23. For he will 
not lay upon man 
more than right ; that 
he fhould enter into 
judgment with God. 


24 He fhall break 
in pieces mighty men 
6 without number, 

and 


s Lo cheher, as in the margin of our bible, feems better 
rendered without fearching out. From whence Cbappelo'iv 
remarks t Elihu had juft fa id, he will not lay upon tnan } Sc c. 
That he Jbould enter into judgment with God ; i. e. that he 


fhould 
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“and fct other* in 
ciicir dead. 


25. Therefore 
he knoweth their 
works, and he over¬ 
turned them in the 
night, fo that they 
arp deitroyed. 


to the laws of pun&ual equi- Sect. 51 
ty, he fhall immediately pro- 
nounce fentence of the loweft 

ff 1 ' M 

degradation upon the wjeked 
rich and great: and fhall 
diftinguifh as obje&s of his 
peculiar favour, the humble 
and patient the pious and 
upright. 

Then it is abundantly ma- 2 5 
nifeft that he is perfectly ac - 
quainted with their moral 
chara&er and moft criminal 
abandoned behaviour 5 when 
his indignation plainly reaches 
to the (hades of death, and 
penetrates the gloomy horrors 
of eternal night, fo that the 
triumphs of wickednefs end 
in a moft terrible and reme- 
dilefs deftruftion. 

Whatever 


fliould complain of any fevere treatment. But notwith- 
ftanding the genera) method which God takes with man¬ 
kind ; there may be home exceptions; and he may break 
in pieces cabbirim : fuch as glory in their wealth and power, 
Lo cbeker ; fine inveftigatione : i. e. when they are grown 
to an excefs of pride and infolcnce, he is then under no 
obligation to be fo particular as to permit them to enter 
into judgment with him: becaufe their behaviour renders 
them felf-condemned: fine inquifitione: which Calvin very 
well interprets, fine forma externa quae in judiciis humanis 
requiritur , recitato erbnine , fententia pronunciata ; elogio et 
titulo propofito ; ut omnibus cum poena notefcat etiam culpa. It 
follows Laceu therefore rather as Noldius Partic p. 507. 
becaufe or becaufe that . Schultens interprets knonxeth their 
works as oppofite to knowing their countenances or re (petting 
their perfons, which f$ems moft natural. 
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Whatever Ipecious profef- 
fions they have made, and 
however fecret in their tranf- 
grefllons, they fhall not only 
lie under the weight of divine 


wrath, fuch as none but 
wicked men do, but be 
brought forth upon the public 
theatre as they truly are; and 
expofed before innumerable 
fpedlators in their juft colours 
as ungodly vile wretches; 
hung up as everlafting mo¬ 
numents of deferved venge¬ 
ance. 

zj The grounds and reafons 
are exceeding obvious, they 
muft undoubtedly have com¬ 
mitted, and frequently and 
deliberately repeated propor¬ 
tionable crimes: have been 
apoftates from religion, that 
would never come under the 
government of God’s laws; 
nor fubmit to, and judge 
aright of the ceconomy and 
difpenfations of his provi¬ 
dence. 

*8 They were previoufly ar¬ 
rived to that fhocking height 
. of inhumanity, and unre¬ 
lenting cruelty that the poor 
had long groaned under their 


oppreflion; and had no other 
refource with their loudeft 
cries, but to heaven for juf- 

tice: 


cn the 

z6. He ftriketfc 
them as wicked men 
in the open fight ef 
others : 


2", Becaofe thev' 
* # 

turned back from 

him, and would not 

confider any of hif 

wavs. 

* 


28. So that they 
caufe the cry of the 
poor to come unto 
him, and he heareth 
the cry of the ai- 
flifted. 
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tice: they have a friend tn Sect. 


29. When he 
giveth quietnefs, 
who then can make 
trouble ? and when 
he hideth bis face. 


who then can behold 
him ? whether it be 
done againll a na¬ 
tion, or againft a 
man only: 


heaven who will not turn 
a deaf ear, an avenger to 


Job 

28. 


whom they lliall not cry in 
vain. 

When he is pleafed to un- 29 
dertake the defence of the 


innocent, and exerts his al- 
mighty power for their relief 
tranquillity and i'afety: where 
is thepreiiimptuous man that 
dare, or the potent one that 
can moleft or annoy them ? 
and when he pronounces fen- 
tence upon iniquity, and by 
his judgments declares how 
highly he is provoked, who 
fhall controul him, or lift up 
their eyes in his angry pre- 
fence ? All oppofition or con¬ 
tention will be infisnificant 


and unavailing, whether it 
refpedt the largeft bodies and 
communities of mankind, or 


^o. 1 That the 

hypocrite reign not, 
left the people be 
enfnared. 


only one individual perfon. 

That it may appear to all 3 Q 
the world, that deiigning and 

ungodly 


r Cbappelo^w taking the expreflions to be contracted, pro- 
pofes to read them more full, as follows. He rejects the 
man ivbo is an hypocrite from reigning: be delivers up 
from the fnares of the people. The Vulg. LXX. and CbalJ. 

render, Qui regnare facit hominem hypocritam propter peccata 
populi. From the context it feems more natural, and better 
to conclude the fentence, to underftand it of the hypocrite’s 
not always being fuccefsful and triumphant, and thereby 
bringing into negleft and contempt all virtue and religion. 
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9 

ungodly hypocrites ftiall not 
always profper and triumph : 
left by the long delay of, 
much more the total exemp¬ 
tion from, vengeance, the 
» divine government of provi¬ 
dence might be queftioned j 
faith and virtue be haniftied ^ 
and all manner of impiety 
and iniquity become epide- 


Sect, yr 



mical and universal. 

31 As to your own particular 
cafe, inftead of fuch large 
profefiions of piety and inte¬ 
grity, appeals to earth and 
heaven and offering to lay 
down pledges, though you 
had endeavoured to live never 
fo exa&ly, yet it might be¬ 
come you upon this occafion, 

when 


31 and 3 z. u Surely 
it is meet to be faid 
unto God, I have 

born ebaflifement, I 
will not offend any 
wore . That which 
I fee not, teach thou 
me; if I have done 
iniquity ; I will do 
no more. 


0 Peters from whom fome part of the paraphrafe of thefe 
ver. is taken — very pertinently remarks that Elihu here 
feems to have forgotten, that ’Job had been before hand in 
making that confeJfion he exhorts him to; as Chap. vii. 20. 
I have finned, what fall 1 do unto thee , O thou preferver of 
men? And again Ch. xiii. 23. How many are mine iniqui^ 
ties and Jins f Make me to know my tranfgrejjicn and my fn. 

But this is not the only inftance, where Elihu s memory 
fails him in what relates to Job . Crit. Dijf. 4to. p. 432. 
Cbappelow underltands Elihu to be here reproving Job for 
intimating that he had fuffered more punifbment than he 
deferved: more in proportion than by way of pledge he 
had contracted for. Jt is an Arab, proverb by which this 
fenfe is given, viz. every man who offends in any pointy 
rahinon: pignerator eji : becomes a furety ; i. e. lie either 
pledges himfelf for punifliment; or, he does as it were take 
a pledge to undergo or receive punifhment at a certain 
time. — He is bound or obliged. — The confequence will 
then be proportionable. 



33 - Should it he 
according to thy 
mind ? he will re- 
compence it w hether 
thou refufe, or whe¬ 
ther thou choofe ; 
and not I: therefore 
ipeak what thou 
knoweft. 


34. Let men of 
underftanding tell 
me, and let a wife 
man hearken unto 
me. 
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when you lay under fo fevere Sect. 
a difeipline, rather to fufpedt S- T 
yourfelf than murmur againft 
God ; with all humility to 
confefs the errors you was 
confcious of, and to beg that 
God would reveal to you, 
your other fins that might 
have eicaped your own know¬ 
ledge or remembrance, and 
with fixed refolution of heart 
and mind to engage to be 
ftedfaft in your future obe¬ 
dience. 

On your part, precifely 33 
what you have voluntarily 
afted he will recompence, for 
you repine at his difpen- 
iations, and do not confefs 
your fins, but choofe to be 
dealt with according to the 
laws of rigorous and ftridl 
judgment: which I freely 
own I lhould not defire, nor 
am prepared for fuch a teft 1 
if your error do not appear 
to your full cgnviftion, de¬ 
clare by what arguments it is 
that you are able to defend 
yourfelf. 

Let all intelligent and im- 54 
partial judges determine of 
the truth and juftice of this 
my real fentiment; wherein 
if they perfe£Uy agree with 
me, as I apprehend they will, 

I may 



7 * 
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Sect. 51 .1 may and do humbly requeft 

a man endowed with fome 
confiderable fhare of wifdom 
to give me an unprejudiced 
hearing. 

35 Job hath not fufficiently 
guarded, and kept his ex- 
preflions within the bounds 
of true knowledge: neither 


3 5 Job hitli fpoken- 
without knowledge, 
and his words were 
without wifdom. 


are they conformable torea- 
fon prudence and the circum- 
ftances of a dependent Ihort- 
fighted creature. 

36 What I intend, and am 

* 

folicitoufly concerned about*, 
is that Job’s cafe may not be 
flightly touched upon, but 
thoroughly canvafTed till it 
can be fully decided truth 
be made to triumph, and he 
himfelf freely to acknowledge 
that the victory is gained 
from him : efpecially on ac¬ 
count of profligate wicked 
men who are remarkable for 
this kind of difeourfes, and 
for hereby encouraging them- 
felves and others in their 


36. My defire is 
that Job may be 
tried unto the end, 
becaufe of his an- 
fwers for wicked 
men. 


iniquities. 

37 For he addeth to the faults 37- For he addeth 
and errors under which he is Cn> he w d h 

now his 


w Madge obferves the word prja* is fuited to a theatre, 
lie fhall clap, or hifs them off tne ftage, and very properly 
expre/Tes the deflxu&ion of Koritb's people, who were 
fwallowed up by the earth, which clofed upon them in 

fight 



ins bands amongft 
us, and multiplied* 
his words againft 
(iod 
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79 


now fuffering, obftinacy of-Sxcr. 51. 
temper, and a feeming de- 
feftion and apoftacy from 
the principles of true reli- 37 ' 
gion: he not only treats us 
all with contempt and infult; 
but he raifes up himfelf 
againft God, and in a mul¬ 
titude of ftrange words com¬ 
plains of the equity of hia 
proceedings. 


fight of the camp, juft as by a certain machinery it (hall be 
contrived that people (hall fink down under the ft age, which 
fhall clofe upon them in fight of the whole theatre: if, [as 
is very properly remarked] the age of this poem be not 
more early than theatrical exhibitions; for it has all marks 
that it is not only fo, but more early than Koratis de- 
draft ion. 


SECT. 
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SECT. LII. CHAP. XXXV. 

Elihu further expojlulates the cafe with Job; and 
fhews how unreafonable and impracticable it 
was to expeCl to vindicate himfelf by impeaching 
the red oral wifdom or juft ice of almighty God . 
He wiftoes him to confider how impofftble it was 
a Being fo tranfcendently great and infinite 
fhould come within the influence of human 
actions , and either be any ways profited by the 
righteous , or prejudiced by the mojl criminal 
wicked ones . Fellow creatures indeed may be 

affected and often are heavy fufferers through 
prevailing oppreffton \ yet they ought patiently 
to wait the proper feafon of deliverance ; 
efpecially if they had too much reafon> to be¬ 
lieve their tranfgrefftons , as he fuppofes to be 
JobV cafe 9 had the great eft fhare in procuring 
their fufferings . Ver. i, to the end . • 


Job xxxv. j, 2. 

52. OB not replying to any 

* J thing, Elihu had * iug- 

* gefted, he proceeds to the 
following purpofe. 

in your own calm reflec¬ 
tions, do not you think that 
you manifefted an unreafon¬ 
able felf-partiality and ex¬ 
treme preemption with rc- 
fpeft to the difpenfations of 
providence, when you fo 
peremptorily infifted upon 
your own integrity •, and 
fairly gave up, as not ap¬ 
parent 


Job xxxv. 1,2. 


E lihu fpake 

moreover, and 
faid, Thinkeft thou 
this to be right, that 
thou faidft, my righ- 
teoufnefs is more 
than Gods ? 



1* For thoufaidft, 
u hat advantage will 
it be unto thee, and, 
what profit fhall I 
have if I be cleanfed 
from my iin ? 


4. I will anfwer 
thee and thy v com¬ 
panions with thee. 


Book of Job. St 

parent in this world, the Sect. 52- 
equity of the divine admi- J 

niftration? If this was not^ obxxxv- 
giving the preference to your 2 * 
own virtue in comparifon 
with the juftice of God, yet 
was it not very plainly being 
more concerned for your own 
charafter, than for the bound- 
lefs attributes of the all- 
perfect Deity. 

Have you not in a very 3 ; 

rafli and inconfiderate man¬ 
ner afked, what real advan¬ 
tage arifeth to you from the 
moft regular and uniform 
obedience ? And faid what 
difference fhall I find or lefs 
benefit can I derive from the 
moft confirmed and habitual 
wickednefs ? 

I fhall ufe my fincere en- 4 
deavours to convince you of 
this grofs error; and inform 

them 


x I. ice rally it is, for thou faidfl y what does it produce 
lire? Where fomething feems underllood, and to be molt 
naturally fupplied with, that thou art righteous ; and what 
benefit do I receive from , or more by, or better than my fn, 
thus die antichefis is preferved, as much as if he had faid ; 
1 am miferable the fame whether I be righteous or wicked. 
Or as S. Janhi comments, what profit fhall I have by my 
righteoufnefs more than my fin ? This interpretation, as it 
v literal feems bell to agree with the context: but where 
Job had faid thefe exprefs words in the fenfe that E/ihu 
cites them, as of many others may be difficult to {hew. 

v S. Jarchi , Schu/tens and others interpret this of Job's 
three friends', but docs it not feem more reafonable to un- 
derfland it of that com pany of workers of iniquity and wicked 

Vo l. II. G 






A Paraphrase &n the 



Job xxxv. 

4 * 5 


SicT. 52 'them better, whoever they 

are that join you in it. 

Fix your ftedfaft eyes up¬ 
on yond fpacious and im- 
menfe heavens; and imagine 
how much the amazing ob¬ 
jects the fun moon and ftars 
are above you ? contemplate 
how regular their order, 
elevated their iituation* and 
magnificently difplayed tha 
mighty power of God in 
them ? What then muft the 
caufe and power it felF be, 
and how infinitely above 
you, when the effefts are fo 
illuftrious, and far beyond 
your reach? 

6 If you be fo unworthy and 


inconfiderate as 


difobey 

God’s 


5. Look unto the 
1 heavens, and fee 
and behold th& 
clouds *wbicb are 
higher than thou. 


6 . 3 If thou finneft 
what doeft thou a- 
gainft him ? or if 

thy 


men, which Eli hi had charged Job with the crime of 
walking or conforting with at the 8 ver. of the foregoing 
chapter ? 

1 By Sbamajim, The Jews ufe to fignify the whole 
heavensj and by Sbecbakim : nubes five <ether. Deut. xxxiii. 
26. God who rideth upon the heaven, and in his excel¬ 
lency on Jhecbakim, the Jky. — Pfal. xviii. 11. His pavilion 
round about him, dark waters and yabc jhechakim: den- 
Jitatei <.vtberis: thick clouds of the (kies. There feems a 
peculiar beauty and energy in the manner of Eh bus 
inviting Job's attention to the grandeft objedls his eyes 
fever beheld. Look , fee, behold . Infinitely more than thole 
fere above you, is their glorious author above them, 
a There feems reafon here to make the diftinflion o icbatath* 
thou Jlnneji , thou errejl , thou, mijfejl the mark ; and pefhaycca, 
fchdu trbngrejjejl , blackjlidef y or committejl wilful and ag¬ 
gravated crimes. Bate in his remarks on ‘Warbirton p. 6;. 

tranflates 



iliy tranfgreflions 
he multiplied, what 
doeft thou unto him ? 


7, If thou be righ¬ 
teous, what giveft 
thou him ? or what 
receiveth he of thine 
hand ? 
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*3 


God’s laws, do you thereby Sbct. 52 
affeft his attributes or dedu£t — J 

from his perfeft happinefs ? XxXV 
or if you be fo ftupid and 
defperate as to perfift in your 
tranfgreffions, and both mul¬ 
tiply and aggravate' them 
beyond all bounds, do you 
difturb his tranquillity, or 
in the leaft ihade his glory. 

On the other hand, if you 7 

moft confcientiouflydifcharge 

your duty, and maintain fa- 
cred and inviolate your inte¬ 
grity, in what refpedt do you 
advance his perfedtion or do- 

G 2 minion 


y 

t ran Antes what profit {hall I have by an atonement for my 
fin ? and Mudge remarks concerning the former of thefe, 
that it is not only fin y but all manner of atonement or penance 
for fin, whether by facrifices acknowledgments, &c.— Job 
had ftill infilled on his righteoufnefs, and refufed to do 
honour to God by confefling his fins — E!ihu proceeds, doll 
thou think this to be right— thou doll in effeft fay, that the 
honour of thy righteoufnefs is more to thee than the honour 
of God : but this righteoufnefs which thou art fo fond of, 
what is God the better for it? He is above the influence 
either of it, or of wickednefs: thyfelf of fellow creatures 
indeed may fuffer feverely by it, and a man by reafon of 
tyninnick oppreflion or otherwife [it is ver. 9. connedls the 
pad to what follows] may cry aloud, but if h£ does not do 
honour to God by applying to him [and he has giv^n him 
faculties for it and an underftanding beyond the brute crea¬ 
tion] he may cry ever fo loud, as thou doll now, but to no 
purpofe ; God will not hear, &c The whole comes to this. 
Job was more concerned for his own righteoufnefs than the 
honour of God ; but God was more intereiled in his own 
honour, which he expedted to be regarded in all his difpen* 
hr.ijni. 
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52. minion in whom dwelleth all 
' fulnefs ? where are the defers 
that you fupply, the weaknefs 
that you alfift, or the pof- 
fefTions and advantages which 
you can in the leaft contri¬ 
bute to, with refpeft to the 
felf-exiftent and independent 
fove reign ? 

S Your virtue or vice wholly 
centers in your felf and fellow 
creatures: wickednefsof what 
kind foever is unavoidable 
mifery to one man or other: 
and righteoufnefs is neceffa- 
rily accompanied with benefit, 
and the only foundation of 
happinefs to all the offspring 
of our imperfeft fpecies. 

9 The former of tliefe is 
fliockingly manifeft in the 
unnumbered opprefiions vio¬ 
lences and barbarities which 
are committed and com¬ 
plained of among mankind : 
the ungoverned wills and 
arbitrary proceedings of un¬ 
godly tyrants and wealthy 
powerful favages, force the 
wretched poor to repeat, and 

rend 


8. b Thy wicked - 
refs may hurt a man 
as thou art , and thy 
righteoufnefs may 
profit the fon of 
man. 


9. By reafon of 
the multitude of op- 
preffions, they make 
the opprefi'cd to cry : 
they cry out by 
reafon of the arm of 
the mighty. 


b Cbappelo<w interprets this, That man is wicked though 
his exifience is from God; and his righteoufnefs no better than 
that of a creature fprung from the earth . This does not 
conneft fo wellj nor, though true, feem to be the fenfe o£ 
the words. 



io. But none faith, 
where is God my 
maker, who giveth 
longs c in the night ? 


11. Who teacheth 
us more than the 
hearts of the earth, 
and maketh us wifer 
than the fowls of 
heaven. 


Book of Job. #5 

rend the air with, difmalloud Sect. $z. 
complaints and lamentations. 

But how rare is it to find 
people even in this deplorable 
fituacion, fo much concerned 
about them as to fay, where 
is my own faith patience and 
piety: where the reformation 
of my manners, and refigna- 
tion to the will of the creator; 
with ferious regular addrefles 
to him who can fupport me 
under calamities; over-rule 
■them to my greateft good, 
and produce peace jov and 
glory in my breaft amidft 
feenes of the greateft outward 
diftrefs and tribulation ? 

Who hath inftrufted us ii 
reafonable creatures, to con- 
ftitute other matters than 
fecular profperity or adver- 
fity, as the objects of our 
greateft hopes or fears: beafts 
of the earth and fowls of 
heaven are wholly taken up 
with prefent things, becaufe 
they are not endued with our 
exalted and enlarged facul- 

G 3 ties; 


c The Heb. fometimes fignifying to prune lop or cut off 
vines, according to Aveuarius might be rendered excifiou or 
deftruftion of opprelTors — then the fongs mull be thofe of 
deliverance : but it feems more agreeable to the context to 


underftand the word, of devout exerci/es and rrfftfions in 
general. 
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w Sgcr. 52. tics; are not fubjefts of moral 

government, nor defigned for 
J« xxxv. immortality *, man plainly is, 

therefore fhould confider 
virtue, religion, an unfhaken 
eonftancy of mind, and a ge¬ 
nerous noble magnanimity as 
his main concern. 

12 As to prefent relief or 
temporal deliverance, which 
is all they defign by their 
moft importunate clamours, 
they do not obtain it-, the 
countenance of tyrants is too 
ftern, their power too ab- 
folute, and their pride and 
luft too relentlefs and inexor¬ 
able, for them reafonably to 
expefi, from any human in- 
terpofition the lead equity 
or mercy. 

13 And it may be depended 
on, that a wife and good 
God will not hear thofe im¬ 
pious fereaming cries and 
prayers, which are only the 
effects of impatience under 
mifery; and full of charges 
againft his providence and 
juftice : neither will he exert 
his omnipotence unfeafonably 
and out of its due courfe to 
gratify them. 

14 And as to your faying, 
that you fliall not fee him to 
give a fair ftate of your cafe, 

and 


iz. There they 
cry, (but nonegiveth 
anfwer) becaufe of 
the pride of evil men. 


13. Surely God 

will not hear vanity, 
neither will the Al¬ 
mighty regard it. 


14.Although thou 
fayed thou fhalt not 
fee him, yet judg¬ 
ment is before him 

there 



therefore trait thou 
in him. 


1 j. But now be¬ 
cause it ij not fo, he 
hath vifited in his 
anger,yet he<* know- 
eth it not in great 
extremity. 


16.Therefore doth 
lob open his mouth 
in vain: he multi- 
plieth words with¬ 
out knowledge. 
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and vindicate your charafter; Sect. 52. 
he treateth you as an enemy 
and hideth his face from J obx * xir * 
you; be fiire of it, there is 
in due time a moft impartial 
judgment to commence, in 
his prefence and before his 
folemn tribunal; for this, you 
may fully depend upon the 
divine justice, and ought with 
patience and fubmiflion to 
wait, make a right life of 
affii&ion, and prepare for the 
important feafon. 

But now becaufe it is not 15 
yet the proper period of a 
ftfll retribution, and God 
hath but, in 4 fmall degree 
chaft’ned this man’s inor¬ 
dinate paflion and diflatis- 
fadtion with his ways; in his 
high conceit of his own extra¬ 
ordinary merit, he does not 
feem to know that he is dif¬ 
fering £bme prefent punifh- 
menu 

Therefore it is quite foreign 16 

from the matter and to no 
purpofe that Job hath infifted 

G 4 fo 


d Literally Job regardetb it not in the great fruilling if his 
mind: from to grow big or corpulent , like fat cattle. 
It is figuratively applied to a large and far extended body 
of horfe in an army. Hab. i. 8. Nab. iii. 18. TJie word 
taketh the fignification of yip by changing the letters of 
the fame organ. 
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Sect. 5?. fo much on his own vindica- 
'TTy^*** tion : If he have not in the 
16. XXXV * mu ltitude of his words be¬ 
trayed a guilty felf-partiality, 
yet he doubtlefs hath a grofs 
ignorance. 


SECT. LIII. CHAP. XXXVI. 

Elihu further infifts upon the righteoufnefs of God 
in his difpenfations: how gracious he is in fup- 
porting, exalting and even when they offend 
correcting good men, and upon their repentance 
reftoring and profpering them: how juft and 
fevere in punifhing the impenitent and hypocriti¬ 
cal . The afflicted and oppreffed, he intimates, 
found him extremely compafftonate, and Job had 
certainly done this , if he had not fo impioufty 
and obftinately maintained his own integrity , and 
chofen iniquity and fuffering rather than repen¬ 
tance and deliverance. From the equity of the 
infinite Being, refpeCling the moral world, he 
makes an eafy tranfition to his government of 
the natural, and the wonderful works he had 
made and prefided over . Ver. 1, to the end . 


Sect. 53. 



Jobxxxvi. 

1,2. 


T 0 b xxxvi. 1,2. 

• V • k t ' 

1 O interruption being 
given, or anfwer made, 
Elihu proceeded in the man¬ 


ner following. 


If you indulge me a little 
longer with your attention, 
I will add fome further ob- 
fe/watiojis, refpedting the pro¬ 
vidence 


Job xxxvi. 1, 2. 

JF LI HU alfo pro- 
'ceeded, and faid, 
fuffer me a little, and 
I will (hew thee, 
that I have yet to 
{peak on God's be¬ 
half. 



Book of Job. 



3.1 will fetch ray 
knowledge from a- 
far, and will afcribe 
righteoufnefs to my 
maker. 


vidence and in defence of the SECT - 53 - 


difpenfations of the world’s 
great governour. 

In a new and unufual train 



of thoughts, derived from 
the pureft fountains of un¬ 
prejudiced reafon and un- 
eorrupted truth, I will convey 
knowledge to your mind : 
and prove from undeniable 
evidences and the moft glo¬ 
rious difplays thereof, that 
perfect rectitude and an unva¬ 
ried eternal equity are moft 
juftly to be afcribed to the 
maker and Lord of all 


4. For truly, my 
words frail not be 
falfe : he that is per¬ 
fect in knowledge is 
with thee. 


5. c Behold, God 
is mighty, and de- 
fpifeth not any: he 

is 


things. 

For, I proteft it moftfo-4 
lemnly, my difcourfe fhall 
not have the lead intermix¬ 
ture of levity falfhood or in- 
fincerity in it: He who is 
omnifcient, and intimately 
acquainted with the moft 
fecret receives of my heart is 
prefent with, and fully knows 
there is no fubtlety injuftice 
or partiality in it. 

I lay it down then as as 
maxim deferving of your 

utmoft 


* Literally it is. Behold. God is mighty and fcorneth not y or 
has no envious evil affeftion, he is mighty in firength of 
ivifdom or vigour of heart. R. Levi tranflates, but there 
does not fcem to be fufficient reafon to follow him — God 
— defpifeth not the mighty in ftrength and wifdom. 
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53 ; utmoft regard* that the Deity 
is the center of all excellence, 
and infinitely removed from 
thofe weakneffes of paflion 
envy and emulation to which 
men are fubjedt: as to his 
moral attributes,the indexible 
flreadinefs of his truth, and 
his unerring unaltered wif- 
dom, they are certain, and 
moft illuftrioufly manifeft. 

6 He allows not the oppref- 
for and impenitent bold of¬ 
fender long to furvive, or 
enjoy any folid and lading 
happinefs, after the indigni¬ 
ties he has offered to his laws: 
but if not immediately yet in 
due time, he appears the 
advocate and deliverer of in¬ 
jured and diftrefled modefty 
and innocence. 

7 He never in the lead dimi- 
nilhes of his regard, nor for 
a moment withdraws his af- 
fe&ion from the pure and 
upright in heart; however 
by their troubles and cala¬ 
mities they may feem ne- 
glefted and forfaken: they, 
all the while pofiefs his fettled 

efteem. 


is mighty in ftrength 
and wifdom. 


6 Hep refervet 
not the life of the 
wicked: but giveth 
right to the poor. 


7. f He with- 
draweth not his eyes 
from the righteous: 
but with kings arc 
they on the throne, 
yea, hedotheltablifh 
them for ever, and 
they are exalted. 


f Cbaf>pel<nv fuppofes jojhihem Ihould be repeated; and 
the paffage rendered — He nvithdraiveth not bis eyes from the 
righteous ; but more than kings on the throne doth he ejiablijh 
them : yea, be eftablijhetb them for ever, and they are exalted. 



8 and 9. 5 And if 
they h bound in fet¬ 
ters, be holden 
in cords of afRidion: 
Then he fheweth 
them their work, 
and their tranfgref- 
fions that they have 
exceeded. 


7 
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efteem, and are growing inSicT.55. 
bis favour: and they are C T V ^ # 
plainly defigned for t [ ie J°* >XJGW *' 
exalted dignity of glorious 
thrones; and to be for ever 
fixed and immovably efta- 
blifhed in them: nay to be 
perpetually advancing to fu- 
perior degrees of the mod 
diftinguifhed honour through 
a boundlefs eternity. 

Thofe unhappy perfons, 8, 9 
who like prifoners of war 
loaded with heavy chains, 
and without profpeft of re¬ 


demption *, are marked out 
as viftims and reduced to the 
greateft neceflkies and diftref- 
fes; have thereby the mofl 
ufcful refleftions forced upon 
them : by this (eermng (eve- 
rity he clearly difeovers to 
them the nature and defor¬ 
mity of their evil works; 
how defeftive has been all 
their virtue; and in how felf- 
fufficient difingenuous and 
infolent a manner they have 

carried 


s Scirultens underftands this, not flrifUy fpcaking, of 
fetters and captivity: nor figuratively of calamities, and 
ilraits with pain and grief whether of body or mind : but 
as a trajical image reprefenting a guilty perfon, who de¬ 
fences to be puniflied of God upon the theatre of this 

world, for terror of hb fopreme joftice to the reft of 
mankind. 
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53. carried it to their Almighty 

Creator. 

’ He renders them truly 
fenfible of their errors, and 
roufes them from their carnal 
fecurity; difpoles them to 
learn fubmifiion patience and 
all virtue: or affords them 
the mod ftrong admonitions 
to repent *, forfake their fins 
and reform their lives. 

ti And if the conviction be 
fo imprefllve and lading, that 
they do actually yield them- 
Jelves the faithful fervants of 
God, in the homage and 
obedience of a future virtuous 
and devout con verfationi they 
fhall poffefs the nobled trea- 
fure of a peaceful and ap¬ 
proving mind and confidence; 
and all other good things, of 
earthly profperity and plea- 
fure, as is mod expedient 
fhall be added to them. 

12 But if thefe kind methods 
and ufeful warnings, prove 
ineffectual to reduce them to 
the lafe paths of duty and 
virtue; they fhall inevitably 
perifh: and mod miferably, 
as it is owing entirely to their 
own obdinate folly, and with¬ 
out 


10 He openeth 
alfo their ear to dif- 
cipline, and com- 
mandeth that they 
return from iniquity. 


11. If they obey 
and ferve him, they 
fhalifpend their days 
in profperity, and 
their years m plea- 
fure. 


12. But if they 
obey not, *»they fhall 
perifh by the fword, 
and they fhall die 
without knowledge. 


fc Cbappel&w renders — The dart Jhall pafs through them : 
and they Jhall expire without know ledge , or die inftantly. 



13 - But the hypo¬ 
crites in heart heap 
up wrath : they cry 
not when he bindeth 
them. 


14.' They die in 
youth, and their life 
is among the un¬ 
clean. 


15, He delivereth 
the poor in his afflic¬ 
tion, and openeth 
their ears in oppref- 
fion. 
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out any hopes of future hap- Sscr. 95. 
pinefs or falvation. 

And hypocrites in heart, 
who cloak their malice at 12 * 
them under fpecious pretences 
of piety and virtue j and re¬ 
pine at, cavil with, and con¬ 
demn the judgments de- 
figned to amend them : they 
who refufe even in extre¬ 
mity to confefs their faults ; 
or beg for mercy, when he 
bindeth them for deftruftion, 
are certain in the end tofuffer. 

As unripe fruit is fhook 14 
off with a violent tempeft, fo 
in the flower of their youth 
they come to an untimely 
end; fomerhing befals which 
publicly marks them, what¬ 
ever profefiions they have 
made, as devoted, accurfed, 
and deferving of the higheft 
infamy and eternal mifery. 

He leaveth not the humble 15 
and virtuous comfortlefs, and 
deftitute of fupport in their 
affliction : and he inftruCteth 
them, in the molt important 
lefions of patience fubmiflion 
and religious confidence, un¬ 
der 


’ Chappeloiv interprets, they die youngs becaufe they lived 
among proflit-Utes. The words will bear this fenfe, and i: 
exhibits a lamentable truth, but it does not Teem to come 
up to, nor exprefs the whole fenfe of the original. 



I 
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Sect . 53. der the greateft weight of 

pfelTures and calamities. 

And thus hath he inftruft- 
ed, admoniflied and excited 
you by a feries of peculiar 
ftraits and difficulties even 
an extreme adverfity, that he 
may engage you to the prac¬ 
tice of humility and holmefs; 
and to the profecution of the 
nobleft liberty fatisfaftion and 
happinefs; which difficulties 
he would doubtlefs, had you 
improved them to thefe pur- 
pofes, in the courfe of his 
providence have delivered 
you from; and accompanied 
this deliverance, if they were 
truly for your good, with the 
greateft plenty and variety of 
earthly bleffings. 

17 But you have been fo far 
from anfwering the end of 
the Lord by his judgments 
and corrections, and com¬ 
plying with his wife counfel, 
for the future to aft more 
circumfpeftly: that you have 
maintained to the laft a debate 
and ftrange controverfy with 

him. 


lob xxxvi. 

15. 16 


16. Even fo would 
be have removed 
thee k out of the 
ftraic into a broad 
place where there is 
no ftraitnefs, and 
that which ihould 
be fet on thy table, 
Jhould be full of fat- 
nefs. 


17. But thou hall 
fulfilled the judg¬ 
ment of the wicked: 
judgment and jultice 
take hold on thee . 




k Literally and very elegantly it is from the mouth edge 
or jaws of adverfity, and is an ufual Hebraifm . Further, 
places as they are high or low ; and parts of lpace as they 
are more enlarged or contrafled are commonly uled to 
denote the profperous or adverfe circumflances of perfon&» 
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i 9 . Becaufc there 
is wrath, hewareled 
he take thee a- 
way with his ftroke : 
then a great ranfom 
cannot deliver thee. 


»9. Willheefteem 

thy riches ? no, not 
gold, nor all the 
forces of Jirength. 


him, after the manner of * Stcr: ^ 

contentious obftinate wicked 

man,thereforethereisnooid 

of your punifhment* but by 47 ' 
the rules of the ftri&eftjuftice 
and judgment which you 
have prefumptuoufly de¬ 
manded, you are ftill kept 
and likely for ever to remain 
in bondage. 

You have fo behaved as to i s 
render your felf obnoxious to 
and become very vifibly un¬ 
der the divine dilpleafure; 
your unchecked contumacy 
and farther provocation may 
be attended with terrible con¬ 
fluences* produce the fiailh- 
ing ftroke, or bring down 
the laft judgment and mod 
fiery vengeance: then you 
are utterly undone there is 
no iacrifice to appeafe, in- 
ftrument to defend, nor in 
the whole creation a price, 
ranfom-money, or equivalent 
that will be accepted for your 
deliverance. 

If it is abfolutely out of 19 
your power to redrefs your 
prefent grievances * what then 
would avail your utmoft mu¬ 
nificence or Herculean cou¬ 
rage, your largeft poffeftlons 
or ftrongeft force, againft the 
terror of God’s power, the 

thunder 
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53. thunder of his voice, or his 
T* peremptory fentence of you 
' to eternal damnation. 

20 Do not through impatience 

too earnefliy wifti for, nor by 
additional impieties and in¬ 
dignities haften death and 
judgment: ofthemfelves,and' 
in the naturalcourfe of things, 
with large and rapid ftrides 
they are approaching, to pre¬ 
cipitate all men’s diflodgment 
and removal from this world; 
and may overtake and un- 
fettle you fooner than you 
are prepared for them. 

2 * Be particularly cautious 
and guarded left you fin and 
offend againft A lmighty Go d ; 
for upon this foie condition 
that you beware hereof, de¬ 
pends your deliverance from 
all thefe evils and calamities. 

It 


20. Defire not the 
night, when people 
are cut off in their 
place. 


21. 1 Take heed, 
regard not iniquity: 
for this hall thou 
chofen rather than 
afflidion. 


1 Literally it is, olferve, that you have no refpecl to vanity, 
becaufe , upon this , have you been chofen , or fuppofmg the pre¬ 
terit put for the future, Jhallyou be chofen , i. e come forth 
purified and refined, out of afflidion. Mudge understands 
Elibu in the former verfe, as advifing 'Job not to chink hk 
duty a fatigue and wifh it over. This is hinting at the 
true reafon of Job' s fuffering, viz* that it was a trial of 
his religious ftedfaflnefs, and his deliverance a reward of 
it. He adds, in the next ver. he bid him to look up to 
the fupreme Being, [who is accountable to no one, and yet 
no one can charge him with injuftice] for a pattern, and to 
think of him and all he does with the utmoll veneration : 
and this leads him into a magnificent dcfcription of his 
works, which he infifts on the more as it would teach him 
at the fame time to think humbly of himfelf. 



?2. Behold, God 
ex;dteth by his pow- 
••r, who teacheth 
iiLe him ? 


23. Who hath en¬ 
joined him his way ? 
or who can fay, thou 
hali wrought ini¬ 
quity ? 


24. Remember 
that thou magnify 

his 
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It merits your moft feriousSECT. 53 - 
confideration, and is what 
you cannot but obferve, that J obxxxvl * 
it is in the unbounded power 
of this fupreme Being not 
only to raife you from, but 
to place you out of the reach 
of adverfity; or to inflift 
upon you afeverer difcipline, 
and fink you into the depths 
of mifery; if he have not 
already he can by heavier 
judgments, learn you fub- 
mifiion and humiliation. 

Who has authority to 2 3 
direft and overrule, infpeft 
and take account of the laws 
and meafuresof the indepen¬ 
dent Being and fupreme go¬ 
vt rnour ? Or who in the uni- 
verfe has ground of reafon, 
or (hare of preemption 
enough to fay, thy admini- 
ftration is unequal, thy works 
unrighteous. 

It is what you fliould never 2 4 
forget to be incumbent on 

you. 


m If bo (cachetb y rather who cafeth downy like him, from 
m» to cajl or /hoot down with hidden violence. Or as 
Schulte ns derives the word from p|“iD perflrinxit objirigil - 
lavity and in a fecondary meaning rcbella'vit. This inter¬ 
pretation feems belt to connect and preferve the antithefis. 
But if the reader prefers the common interpretation of a 
teacher or guide, governour or lawgiver, the fenfe is not 
gieatly altered. 

VOL II. 
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Sect . 53* you, not to refledb on, or by 

/ any means diminifh *, but 

o xxxvi. ^ incere jy an j admire 

and celebrate the great and 
wonderful works of God *, 
which are obvious to all men, 
and nobly deferving of their 
regard and conftant mod 
devout contemplation. 

Thofe of all talents and 
even the lowed capacities 
who do not obdinately fhut 
their eyes, in every part of 
the vifible creation mud ob- 
ferve the difplays of divine 
omnipotence: at the greated 
didance of time or place, the 
difpenfations of his univerfal 
providence are confpicuous 
and glorious. 


3 5 


26 The amazing author of 
all, ’tis natural to conclude, 
mud, in the extent of his 
prefence and immenfity of his 
perfection, infinitely exceed 
our limited finite underdand- 
ings to form any adequate 
ideas of them: neither is it 
pofilble that in our infancy of 
a temporary exidence, we 
fhould have powers to inve- 

digate 


his work, n which 
men behold. 


25. Every man 
may fee it; man may 
behold it afar off. 


26. Behold, God 
is great, and we 
know him not, nei¬ 
ther can the num¬ 
ber of his veaxs be 

✓ 

fearched out. 


n Which men behold , literally it is which men chant or 
celebrate in fongs : alluding probably to thofe hymns of 
praife which were very early compofed on the works of 
the great and good Creator. 
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1 ■> 


Forhemakcth 
I mall the drops of 
water: they pour 
down rain according 
to the vapour there¬ 
of. 


ftigate, or meafures to apply Sect. 53. 

to his boundlcfs duration or 
abfolute eternity. Jobxxxvi. 

It is an aftonilhing inftance 
of the divine art and cecono- 
my that by the influence of 
the atmofphere and folar 
heat, he exhales and attenu¬ 
ates, as it were ftrains and 
purifies the element of water: 
according to the exa&efl: 
rules, vapours are raifed, are 
rarified and afterwards de- 


28. 0 Which the 
clouds do drop. and 
diflil upon man a- 
bundantly. 


29. p Alfo can 

any underftand the 
fpreadings of the 
clouds, or the noife 
of his tabernacle ? 


feend in refrefliing (howers. 

Thus the clouds on high 28 
in the moft gentle gradual 
manner diflolve and drop in 
trickling dews: or fall more 
plenteoufiy in rains as they 
may be more wanted, and a 
greater blefling to mankind. 

Who is there, notwith- 29 
Handing the benefit they re¬ 
ceive from them, that can 
comprehend and explain, how 
the waters are attra&ed, con- 
den fed, and fo largely ex¬ 
panded in the thickening 
clouds: or how are gendred 

H. 2 fudden 


0 Cbtip pc low renders, when or if the clouds do drop: they 
diflil upon man abundantly. 

P Schultens i.ylea this a moft full image to denote the 
force of thunder dividing the clouds amidft terrible cracks. 
The black; and thick cloud i9 ufually exprefled in the facred 
poflfic writings by the tabernacle tent or pavilion of God, 
where as in a Ihop he forms thunder and prepares ftofms. 



too 
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Sect. 53. fudden tempefts, and thole 
VT v ~"“1 / ^oud and terrible cracks of 
, xxxv i- thunder: which ifiue from 

them, as from a pavilion or 
tabernacle in which they are 
formed detained and launched 
as it were to burft the fky, 
and cleave the heavens a- 
i'under. 

30 From which dark cloud, 
and prepared ltorms he fills 
the whole air with his blazing 
lightning-, and as it were in¬ 
volves himfelf in, or cloachs 
himfelf with, transferring 
into the fky, the waters of 
the whole ocean. 

He 


30. n Behold, hr 
fpreadeth his light 
upon it, and cover- 
eth the bottom of 
the fea. 


The image here feems to rife to the utmoft fublimity. 
In the verfe before, he had diffufed or expanded the clouds 
— and in the darkeft and blacked of them pitched his tent 
and prepared and difcharged his thunder — now the light¬ 
ning fills the atmofphere with one general blaze, and it 
feems covered with and to have transferred into it the roots 
of the fea—or the deepeft, moll obfeure and black of 
waters heaped together. 

Mudge obferves on the 27 and 28 that they relate to the 
ordinary fhowers and dews, 29. he delates upon the expan- 
fion of thick cloud which lies over the lower region of air, 
in which are deposited all the elements of deftruftion; 
which being for ever in an uprore of fermentation he calls 
likewife a fea: the back of which he fays is lined with a 
covering of light; which when he chufes to caft down, he 
gives direttion to the cloud under to burft open, and by its 
crack to give notice of what is coming, o/z. a red-hot 
charge of vengeance, &c. This cloud or fea of elementary 
principles ofdeftru&ion he employs for vengeance on his 
enemies; and to feed that deftruftive power that is to wotk 
it, which he here confiders as alive. 



3 i. Tor by them 
iiJgcth he the peo¬ 
ple, he giveth meat 
in abundance. 


32. r With clouds 
hecovereth the light; 
and commandeth it 
not to Jhint y by the 
cloud that cometh 
betwixt. 


33. 9 The nolle 
thereof fticweth con¬ 
cerning it* the cattle 
.alfo concerning the 
vapour. 
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He anfwers different pur- Sect. 53. 
pofes by thefe tremendous 
vifitations: they are both J° bxxxVi * 
judgments or punifhments, 3 
and like wife the happy occa- 
lions of the earth’s fertility 
and plenty. 

He is ever armed with, 3 2 
and carries ready in his 
mighty hands the dreadful 
thunder and fatal bolts: but he 
fulpends, or commands them 
from deftroying, when with 
penitent and humble ftip- 
plications men implore his 
mercy. 

And that they may not be 55 
unmindful hereof, there are 
previous tokens and warn¬ 
ings of approaching tempefts: ^ 
even the natural in It in 61 of’ 
brutes appears to alarm them 
of a difference in the air, anti 

H 3 prompt 


i lie Vulgate renders this, he bides the light in his hands 
and commandeth it to come again. Schultens he chatheth both 
his hands with light y and hath ordained a gain ft them an in - 
terccjjor . 

* Schultens fuppofes the danger of arms alluded to, or 
the found of inftrunients to call to courts of judgment. 

‘ Chappelo^aj renders he nxsill inform his friend concerning it t 
the pffefion of anger Jhall be upon iniquity. Agreeable to the 
Engiiih translation* it is obfervable how beads, oxen, fheep, 
and hogs are affedled, and by their natural fagacity fore¬ 
warned of tempefts. Vid. Plin. Lib. xviii. Ch. 35. Virg , 
Gear . Lib. i. For a very elegant but far from equal de* 
feription, Vid. Lucret. L. vi, v$r. 248. L. iv. 170. K 
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Sect. 53. prompt them to feek fhelter 

V, T / from the impending ruin. 

Job xxxvi. f 0 

33 - 

' CHAP. XXXVII. SECT. LIV. 

Elihu having produced or prepared the reader for 
it , further defcribes Thunder and Lightning —- 
fnow —fmall rain y the whirl-wind — cold andf r oft. 
He urges Job to confider the wond'rous works 
of Gody and the narrow bounds of his own 
knowledge . And concludes that his nature is 
incomprehenjible , his ways are unfe arch able , but 
whatever he does is founded in unerring r \X/ ifdom , 
and the perfection of impartial equity. Ver. 1, 
to the end . 


Sect. 54 


Job xxxvii. 1. 

T this particular phe¬ 
nomenon in nature, 
xxxvii. i. there is fomething fo awful 

and 



Job xxxvi. 1. 


* \ T this alfo my 
heart treni- 
bleth, and is moved 
out of his place. 


* Mudge , and others obferve, that the five firft verfes 
belong to the fubjeft of the foregoing chap, and fhould be 
joined to it, after which he proceeds to further inftances 
of omnipotence, 1, and 2. He is Ihocked, he fays, with 
the very idea of it; do hut hearken, as if it were then 
aftually thundering. 3. Schultens tells us in the Arab. 
is corrufcatio , which anfwering to litN in the latter claufe 
one knows not how to refufe it: though it mmht be tranf- 

O O 

Jated, any where under the whole heaven be Its direfuen, 
and the light of it (hall be at the wings, extremities or 
utmoft edges of the earth. 5. That is as the fame author 
notes, he will not cheat, or put tricks upon mankind, when 
he threatens, for fuch the thunder is underftood, it will 
certainly be followed with effects miraculous, Sec. — Here 
is conceived firft a growl, then the flalh, next the frightful 
crack, and laftly the conferences, for they are not' per¬ 
ceived till after the crack. 


Thunder 



Book of Job. 



and folem in it, I confefs I Sect. 54. 
cannot but be deeply affe&ed *, 
feized with unufual terrors, J°.. 
and my heart thrown into fo XXXVil " lt 
violent a palpitation as to be 
ready to break Joofc from its 
bonds, leap from its fixed 
ftation. 


2. Hear attenti¬ 
vely the noife of his 
voice and the found 
that goeth out of his 
mouth. 


3. He direfteth it 
under the whole 
heaven, and his 
lightning unto the 
ends of the earth. 


Hearken diligently to the 2 
gentler chiding murmurs of 
the voice of God ? and the 
fmallerflafhes of lightning fol - 
lowed with adeepning found 
that proceed outof his mouth. 

He direfteth it to extend 3 
to the greateft diftance of the •* 
whole large circumference of 
heaven: and his fwift-winged 
H 4 lightning 


Thunder in holy writ feems frequently flylcd the voice 
of God : the greatefl lords of this earth have been filed 
with horror, and feized with chilly cold damps at hearing 
the tremendous found. The poetic reader may not be diiV 
pleafed with the following deferiptions: 

From winds and thickning clouds we thunder fear : 
None dread it from the quarter which is clear. 

It comes like thunder grumbling in a cloud, 

Before the dreadful break : if here it falls 
The fubtle flame will lick up all my bloody 
And in a moment turn my heart to afhes. 

O for a peal of thunder, that could make 
Earth, fea, and air, and heaven and Cato trembte. 

- Like lightning’s fatal flafh, 

Which by deftru&ive thunder is purfued, 

Blading thofe fields on which it fhined before. 

As when fome dreadful thunder clap is nigh 
The winged fire fhoots fwiftly through the Iky, 

Strikes and confumes* e’er fcarce it does appear. 

And by the fudden ill prevents the fear. 
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lightning flies with an in- 
ftantaneous motion to the ex¬ 
tremities or remoteft corners 
and quarters of the earth. 

No fooner is beheld the 
fudden blaze, than is heard 
the dreadful roaring found: 
he thunders with a voice 
commanding the utmoft awe 
and reverence: neither will 
he delay or retard the remains 
of the tempeft, the rattling 
hail,or pouring rain when their 
harbinger his deep-mouthed 
echoing thunder isonce heard. 

God thundereth with the 
loudefl burfts of his menacing 
terrible voice, and createth 
an univerfal aftonifliment and 
horror: with filent wonder 
we behold the various effects 
of h is power and providence j 
but mu ft confefs our igno¬ 
rance and inability how phi- 
lofophically to account for, 
or diftindlly explain all their 
immediate caufes and ftupen- 
dous circumftances. 

6 From the violent heat of 
fiery explofions to the ex- 

tremeft 


4 . After it a voice 
roareth : he thun¬ 
dereth with the voice 
of his excellency, 
and he will not u 
flay them when hi? 
voice is heard. 


5 God thundereth 
marvellously with 
his voice; great 
things doth he,which 
we cannot compre¬ 
hend. 


6. For he faith to 
the fnow, be thou on 
the earth ; like wife 


u The Syriac, Vulgate and De Dieu render, et ?icn in<ve- 
figabitur , but the next verfe exprefles our not being able 
to comprehend the fubtle nature aud dreadful effefts of this 
phenomenon; and therefore the word is mod properly 
rendered here, flay % defer, fupplant, tread on the beef, or fop 
from executing his defgu. 



Book of JOB. 



to the vv Anall rain, 
and to the great rain 
of' his llrength. 


* He fealcth 
up the hand ofevery 
man ; that ail men 
may know his work. 


tremeft cold, his government S$ct. 54. 

of human affairs is confpi- w ' J 
cuous, when he iflues forth 6 * 
his high command to the 
fleecy fnow; faying in downy 
foftnefs fall thou upon, and 
as if there was nothing elle 


wholly cover the highefl 
hills, and the late verdant 
plains. In like manner to 
the drizzling dews and mo¬ 
derate rains, with the driving 
heavy fhowers. 

By the inclemency of a 7 
rigorous ieafon, he as it were 
fets a mark and feal upon the 
hand,and obftru&s the labour 
of every man, confining them 
within doors: that all men 
may obferve and improve 
the proper time of induftry, 

and 


w It has been already obferved, from Baxter/ how in 
Judea the former rain gently defeended to moiflen the feed 
m the month oT Oftober: how the latter fell in heavier 
Jhowers to llrcngthen and bring to maturity the corn and 
fruits about May ^ which probably was not peculiar to that 
country ; but the fame happen'd to other eaftern parts and 
to Arabia Or the expreflions may only denote different 
kinds of rains and fhowers, including hail ftorms. 

* Mudge obferves, the mark imprinted, is the red\ blue y 
and vumbnefs of the hand, which approaches to mortification, 
and is a plain fgn how much they are in the hand of God : 
perhaps it may be conflrued, he padlocks up the hand, See, 

lor the form of conftruftion. See Pfalm ix. 20. On the 
foregoing verfe he remarks, the earth is that [mn> for the 
common reading is unnatural,] i. e. all fno*v and nothing 
clfe, under rains are included hail-ftones. The expreffion 
drongly deferibes the fpeed ^pd violence of the execution. 
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Sect. 54* and be fenfible whom they 
r are obliged to if they are pro- 

7. v ^ e d for and the work of 
their hands bleffed. 

8 By its growing feverity 
even the wild beads ceafe 
from roaming abroad in fearch 


8. Then the beafts 
go into dens, and 
remain in their pla- 


of prey *, retire to their dens j 
and live upon what they have 
depofited in them, or what 
thefe linking places afford 
them. 

9 From the hidden fecret 
parts of the fouth are obfcr- 
vable to proceed the moll 
furious gufts of wind and 
hurricanes; and from the 
oppofite climate, or northern 
pole, the mod intenfe pier¬ 
cing cold. 

Con- 


i 

9. y Out of the 
fouth cometh the 
whirl-wind;and cold 
out of the north. 


r The fame author notes, that the fouth is confidered as 
a fort of fubterraneous magazine, as lying under the earth, 
I do not know, fays he, whether the north may be called 

as being a central point from whence the meridian 
lines all diverge, or from the Aurora Borealis , or from the 
dry fcattering winds that come from that quarter, there is 
always fuppofed, when God giveth the word. Whether 
it be fo dire&ly meant in the text or not, the poetic reader 
will not be difpleafed with the following ingenious de- 
feription of a whirlwind or hurricane. 

So where our wide Numidian walles extend. 

Sudden th’ impetuous hurricanes defeend. 

Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play, 

Tear up the fands and fweep whole plains away * 
The helplefs traveller with wild furprize, 

Sees the dry defart all around him rife. 

And fmoeher’d in the dully whirlwind die*. 



in By the 1 breath 
ofGod,froft is given: 
nnd the breath of 
the waters is flrait- 
red. 


11. Alfo by wa¬ 
tering he J wearieth 
the thick cloud : he 
JVattcreth his bright 
cloud. 


Job 

xxxWi.io. 
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Conformable to the laws Sect. 54- 
of the creation, and the di¬ 
vine influences upon and 
alteration of the tempera¬ 
ture of the air, froft is giv~ 
en: and the whole extent 
of yielding fluid element 
is ftiffened into a folid 
confidence, or compact fub- 
ftance. 

Even until the fky become 
oerfeftly ferene and bright, 
ye diftendeth and evacuateth 
the cloud, heavy and obfeure 
with the abundance of water 
it contained : and difiipateth 
that mod dark and pitchy 
cloud, charged and big with 
lightning and thunder. 


11 



7 T he learned Dr Grey observes that vifmah or tiefufuab 
is a fubtle air peculiarly codd .and penetrating; fuch as 
almoft breaths when a moft vehement froft reigns. He 
adds as is very obvious, this is a moft beautiful image, re- 
pi denting the hard and -clean ice, as like a mirror fufed 
or melted from brafs. 

a Schulte ns notes, that the Arabic poets are remarkable 
for comparing clouds pregnant with lliowers to loaded 
camels tired or weary with their burdens; and that from 
winter, the author is here recurring to fpring and fummer. 
Thus MuHge tranflates — and again the bright weather sfhail 
drive away the thick clouds; his fun fcatter the gloomy 
overcaft. i. e. In its turn the fummer (hall come about 
again with the fun, which likewife performs its rounds as 
God direds : thus, thole things mentioned .before in their 
Several turns and ftationsdo their Tefpeftive offices for the 
earth, whether in a way >of judgment or mercy. 
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Sect. 54. In their whole round of 

changes, pofitions and feem- 
in g'y m °ft irregular motions 
they are under a fuperior di- 
redion: One who fits at the 
helm afTigns the operations, 

fleers the courfes, and checks 

■ ■ ■ * 

or impels'the ardour and pro- 
grefs of thefe fecond caufes: 
id as is agreeable to the laws 
of his government, and may 
he fubfervient to the pur- 
pofes of wifdom and bene¬ 
volence throughout every re¬ 
gion and climate of this habi¬ 
table earth. 

15 The divine immediate 
hand may be concluded in 
thefe inftruments of his pro¬ 
vidence; and that he difpofes 
their influences, whether to 
fhew his difpleafure, and take 
vengeance of man’s pro¬ 
voking inventions: or to re- 
frefh the parched foil, and 
render a barren land fruitful: 
or to declare his mercy and 
liberality, in difperfing men’s 
fears and fupplying their 
numerous returning wants. 

14 Give the moft ferious and 
diligent attention, O Job , I 

befeech 


12. And it is 
turned round about 
by his counfels: thac 
they may do what- 
foever he command- 
eth them upon the 
face of the world ir* 
the earth. 


13. He caufeth it 
to come, whether 
for correflion, or 
for his land, or for 
mercy. 


14. Hearken unto 
this, O Job : Rand 
flilf, and confider 

the 


b Schultens underftands this to be a metaphor taken from 
the governour or pilot of a (hip, who direfts its navigation 
or fleers its courfe, in furprizipg circles and windings. 
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the wondrous works 
of God. 


15. Doffc thou 
know when God 
difpofed them ? and 
caufed c the light of 
his cloud to (hine. 


16. Doft ti'ou- 
know the d balan¬ 
cings of the clouds 

the 



>5 


befeech you : fummon your Sict. 54, 
revering thoughts, and with 
the utmoft folemnity accom- 
pany me in contemplating 
thefe glorious difplays ot 
Deity, thefe ftupendous effeds 
of a caufe that infinitely tran- 
Icends them all. 

What knowledge have 
you, or is it poflible for you 
to have at what precife period 
of a boundlefs duration the 
Almighty’s fiat was iflued 
forth, or his matchlefswifdom 
and omnipotence exerted in 
the formation or difpofition 
of thefe various meteors^— 
the thunder and lightning — 
rain and hail, fnow and Iroft 
— particularly when he caufed 
that moft beautiful pheno¬ 
menon, his arched rain-bow 
to appear in all its moft vivid 
and ftriking colours. 

Have you any diftinft and 1 6 
adequate ideas, how the pon¬ 
derous 


c MuJge obferves and fevcral other commentators agree 
with him, here he fpeaks of the rahi-bonv which was a fup- 
plcincntal aft of the creation after the flood : to which may 
be added, that it is one of the glories of the Newtonian 
doftrine of light and colours to have given a very rational 
account of this parti-coloured femicircular meteor, to proceed 
from the reflections and refraftions of the raj's of light on 
the drops of rain falling from his cloud. 

d The fame author reckons, that here he challenges Job 
to account for that thick cloud mentioned xxwi. 29. full of 

tempeftuous 
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Sect. 54. derous clouds are poifed in 

the light and yielding air ? 

a*xviLi6. or hy w hat invifible chain 

thefe watry citterns are fuf- 
pended: that they neither 
rife nor defcend but to a 
certain degree ? thofe afto- 
nifhing operations of perfect 
and unbounded Ikill and 
wifdom! 

1 7 Whence farther it pro¬ 
ceeds that your cloathing be¬ 
comes fenfibly warmer and 
even troublefome, which was 
fo neceffary' during the feve- 
rity of weather, as foon as 
ftorms and tempefts are calm¬ 
ed ; the milder fouthern 
gales play, and the Tolar heat 
is more powerful. 

18 Have you in connexion 
with,, or can you like the 
Omnipotent Being, diffufe to 
fuch an amazing compafs the 

azure 


the wondrous works 
of him which is per¬ 
fect in knowledge ? 


17. How thy gar¬ 
ments are warm, 
when he quieteth 
the earth by the 
Couth wind? 


% 


18. Haft thou 
with him lpread out 
the Zky, which is 
ftrongtfWas a mol¬ 
ten looking-glafb ? 


tempeftuous principles in war with each other, how it comes 
to pafs in the cold weather when people cloath warm that 
it is all quiet and peaceable, every part of it equally ba¬ 
lanced and counterpoized, and diffufed abroad into one 
bright ferenity, when the earth is eafed from the violent 
ftorms that come from fouthern quarters, and the whole 
heaven is expanded into o.ce uniform appearance like a 
poliihed mirror. Does it not rather denote the clouds in 
general when they are as it were fufpended in equilibrio, 
and in a perfe&ly calm Rate. It is fcarce neceiTary to 
remark, that mirrors or looking-glaffes in ancient times 
were formed of melted beaten brafs, or call and poliihed 
At cl. 
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19. e Teach us, 
what we fliall fay 
unto him ; for we 
cannot order our 
fpeecb by reafon of 
darknefs. 


azure iky, or moft fcrene Sicr- 54* 
iether, whkh is firm and ^ ^ 

ftable, clear and refle&ing as l8 
the molten looking-glafs, or 
polilhed mirror? 

. You who are pofleffed of 
fo much wifdom and magna¬ 
nimity, that you can be bold 
to oppofe your faculties to 
the divine perfections; and 

with 




e Mi«ige literally interprets, let us know what we mult 
fay to him: we (hall not be able to plan it out for the 
darknefs that will blind us. Shall it be reported to him 
what I fpeak ? doth a perfon fpeakehat is fwallowed up in 
amazement ? even now men do not look upon the refplen- 
dent fight that there is in the aethereal regions, when the 
wind hath paiTed over them, and fcoured them clean, when 
a golden Iky cometli forth from the north. Over God is a 
tremendous glory; the Almighty we cannot reach him; 
fupreme in all perfeftion; and in judgment and greatnefs 
of righteoufnefs, fuch that he mull not be fummoned to 
account. Therefore poor mortals Ihould fear him; all the 
wife in heart together mull vanifh out of fight. He remarks, 
that Elihu concludes from the fupreme perfedlion of God 
the ablurdity of fob's feheme of contefting with him. This 
cccafions his putting thefe queftions to him which he ought 
to be able to anfwer, if he would put himfelf on a footing 
of difpute with God: and, fays he, we ought to be pro¬ 
vided with our anfwers before we come into his prefence: 
for there the tremendous glory that fnrrounds him will fo 
blind us that we fhall not be able to fee at all, as the re- 
fplendent light of the fun in a clear Gty is too glorious for 
men to look on. The next verfe, he adds is an anfwer to 
a fuppofed objection. Though I cannot come near enough 
to fpeak to him in perfon, may not 1 get my anfwer con¬ 
veyed to him, as that of the Ifraelites through Mofes? no 
nor that neither; can any one fpeak at all that is quite loft 
and bewildered, and has all his fenfes bedark’ned.— The 
whole fum of wife men put all together, [ I punttuate it 
nx^ ] would quite difappear and be loft out of light 

before him. 
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Sect. 54* wifh to debate with an In- 

finite Being the point of your 

axxvii.19. own integrity; pray inform 

us how we fhould addrefs 

him % or what anfwer make, 
to one of a thoufand queres, 
he may propofe to us; we 
readily confefs our utter in¬ 
ability to controvert any mat¬ 
ters with the Almighty* and 
our entire ignorance as to 
numberlefs unfathomed and 
incomprehenfible ways of 
his providence. 

20 And fhould an advocate 
be engaged to interpofe with 
and prefent my pleas before 
the fupreme ma jelly * and 
report that I am enough pre- 
fumptuous to defire an hear¬ 
ing in regard to the inequa¬ 
lities of this world, and how 
hardly I am dealt withal l 
there is the higheft reafon to 
believe, that he who took 
fuch liberties wouid inflantly 
be annihilated; or fwallowed 
up of the overwhelming 
fplendour and immenfe glory. 

21 Mortal eyes are not ftrong 
enough to fix and glare on 
the fun’s brighteft and un¬ 
clouded beams — after the 
wind has difiipated the mills 
and entirely purged the air, 
that it fhines forth in its 
greateft luftre. 


20. Shall it be 
told him that I 
fpeak? if a man 
fpeak furely he fhall 
be fwallowed up. 


21. And now men 
fee not the bright 

light which is in the 

0 > 

clouds: but the wind 
pafi'eth and clean- 
feth them. 


That 



22. r Fair weather 

comcth out of the 
noith: with God is 
terrible majefty. 


23. Touching the 
Almighty, we can¬ 
not find him out: 
he is excellent in 


power and in judg¬ 
ment, and in plenty 
of juftice; he will 
not a/Hitfl. 
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That gold-like brightnefs Ssct. 54* 
and glittering amazing fplen- 

dour in which the fun ap- x J°iizx 

* * * xxxv«»*** 

pears, when the north-wind 
hath cleared the fky, dazzles 
and confounds human fight; 
but the terrors of the Lord 
and glories of the fupreme 
Majelty are infinitely more 
awful and inaccefiible. 

The Almighty and his 2 3 
ways are inconceivable by ' 
us mortals: neverthelefs as 
his power is abfolute and 
unbounded, his wifdom un¬ 
erring, and his juftice facred 
and inviolable, we may fully 

conclude 


f On tli is Veters grounds a probable argument, that an 
Arabian moll likely Job himfelf, and not an inhabitant of 
Jud<ta y was the writer of this book. Elihu fays, “ fair 
" weather cometh out of the northbut Solomon tells us, 
Pro'v. xxv. 23. that a north-wind bringeth forth rain. 1 ’ For 
this is the true rendering of Ruach tzaphon techotel gejhem . 
Though thefe aflertions contradict each other, they are both 
exadly true ns underllood of the two different countries 
Arabia and Jud^ra, and are fuited to their refperiive fit na¬ 
tion. For in Arabia the north-wind blew over a long track 
of dry land, and therefore ufually brought dry weather; 
whereas in Jud<ra } the north-wind [in which name were 
included all the winds betwixt the north and north-weft] 
blew from the mediterranean fea, and therefore commonly 
brought rain Vref. Crit. DiJ]' p. 16. 

o As the fame author obl'crves, the expreflion here is 
abfolute and wants a little explication. The prophet gives 
it us, and that a very juft and beautiful one by the addition 
of a word. Lam iii. 33. For God doth not ajflift nvillingh'* 
fitiULilbo, not from his hearty he takes no pleafure in doing 
oi it It is his work indeed^ but it is his Jlrange <work % as 
Vol. II. I another 



U 4 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 54. conclude that he never fends 

affliction without caufe. 

Our proper bufinefs there- 



Job 

MOcvii.z3, 


24 


fore, and the incumbent duty 
of all men is no other than to 
fear and ferve him; to fubmic 
implicitly to his fupreme will, 
and freely to acknowledge 
that all human wifdom is 
nothing in refpeft of his: 
fatisfying our own minds, 
that he will certainly find a 
way to clear up all the irre¬ 
gularities [as they now appear 
to us] in the methods of his 
providence and bring this in¬ 
tricate and perplexed fcene 
at laft to a beautiful and 
regular clofe. 


z4.Men do there¬ 
fore fear him: he 
refpefteth not any 
that are wife of 
heart. 


another prophet elegantly terms it. Ifai. xxviii. 2t. This 
obfervation wherewith Elibu concludes, he juftly adds is 
very applicable to the fubjeftof difpute before them. The 
paraphrafe is in part taken from Crit . Biff* p. 433* 
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SECT. LV. CHAP. XXXVIII. 

To decide this- important controverfy , the great 
Jehovah himfelf at laft interpofes \ and in con- 
defcending majefty enquires , who is this bewil¬ 
dering but not fatisfying himfelf about his 
boundlefs omnipotence and unfearchable difpen- 
fations . He demands of Job where he was 
when it was laid , and what he knew of the 
earth's foundation: what of the direction and 
conduct of feas and clouds — light and day —• 
darknefs and the gates of deaths Ver. 1 —22. 


Job xxxviii. 1. 

*» r T“ v HEN the 
X Lord anfwer- 
ed Job out of the 
whirl-wind and faid. 


Job xxxviii. 1. 


T HEN as out of a flying Sect. 55. 

cloud, rufhing wind, or ' 7 ^ * 
mighty overwhelming tem- XX xviii. 1. 
I 2 peft 


h The Chaldee Paraphraf y by the addition of a word* 
hath as Peters remarks, given a very bold expofition of chis 
text, thus —Then the Lord anfwered Job out of the whirl¬ 
wind of grief, &c. taking the word [myo] whirl-wind, 
not in a literal but metaphorical fenfe. As if the meaning 
were only this; that, amidft the tumult of Job' s forrows, 
Cod fuggelled to him the following thoughts, to bring him 
to a fenfe of his condition. But as Grotius obferves, the 
generality of expofirors agree to underltand it of a fenfible 
and miraculous interpofition of the Deity, appearing in a 
cloud the fymbol of his prefence, or by an dngel fpeaking 
in his name to put an end to the controverfy. It is per¬ 
haps, faith the fame learned author of no great moment 
to enquire into the manner of the revelation. If we allow 
the fpeech to be divine; its authority will be the lame, 
which ever way we fuppofe it to have been imprefled on Job. 
To bedarken counfel. Mudge interprets, to deliver his opi¬ 
nion with the authority of a counfellor in dark myfterious 
poi nts, where all he fays mull be bewildered and plunged 

in 
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Sect. 55. pefl: the Lord Jehovah, 

with a peculiar vifible majefty 

xxxviii. 1. anc ^ 


in darknefs. refers very juftly remarks, whatever was the 
way of communicating it, if it be poflible to difeover the 
divinity or infpiration of a thing by its own light, I think, 
we cannot hefitate to pronounce this fpeech to be divine. 
The fubjeft of it is God’s omnipotence, as difplayed in the 
works of the creation. Many are the pens that have 
adorned this noble argument. Philofophers, Poets and 
Divines have laid out all their eloquence upon it, and feem 
raifed above themfeives whenever they have been led to 
touch upon this agreeable topic. But as the holy feripturcs 
furpafs all human compofition inthofe fublime deferiptions 
which they give us of theMajefty of God, and the wildom 
and magnificence of his works: So [if we may be allowed 
to make the comparifon] it will be difficult to find any 
thing in the facred writings themfeives that comes up to 
this fpeech. The Englijh reader will be fenfible of fome- 
thing in it, that muft raife his admiration to the higheft 
pitch. For there is no vail that can hide its beauties. 
Turn it into what language you pleafe, and it will fhine 
through them all. 0/7 . Di][. p. 435. 

Some underhand the celebrated text in the xix. Chap, as 
a kind of opening of the grand plot in the drama: or inti¬ 
mation of what fhould happen to fhut up the feene, and de¬ 
termine the important queftion. However, as the above 
cited author obferves, this is decifive of the point in dif- 
pute, and God’s pronouncing Job innocent inhead of all 
other arguments: 1. The divine omnipotence, as difplayed 
m the works of the creation, which is here fet out with an 
ahonifhing fublimity, was an argument [ if duly attended 
to] fufficient to remove alt the doubts and perplexities 
which thefe overwarm reafoners had fallen into in their dif- 
putes. For if God created all things, he muh have a con¬ 
cern for all his creatures; and if he can do all things, he 
can have no temptation to do wrong. And therefore his 
being infinitely powerful, gives a certain afturance, that he 
muh and will fet every thing to rights at one time, or 
another. If he does not do it in this life, he certainly will do 
it hereafter. And this no doubt is the inference which they 
were left to draw for themfeives. 2. Further — the divine 
omnipotence is likewife a full anfwer, in particular to all 

the 



2. Who is this 
that* darkneth coun- 
1 l‘ 1 by words without 
knowledge ? 
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Job 

xxxviii. i 


2. 


and folemnity deigned to an- Sect. 55, 
fwer Job, and faid. 

Who from among my in¬ 
telligent productions is this, 
that perplexes and involves 
his own thoughts, with re- 
fpeft to my fecret and im¬ 
penetrable defigns and coun- 
fels, in difcourfes where he 
cannot have adequate ideas ; 
and where his only prudence 
I 3 and 


the objections that have or can be made to th-e doflrine of 
a refurreCtion. 3. This fhews what large amends he could 
make good men for all their fufFerings in the great day of 
the refurredion ; and hints likewife, by that queftion,Chap. 
xxxviii. 17. that he could as cafily do it before; and admit 
them to what degrees of happinefs he pleafed, immediately 
upon the.r diflolution ; Have the gates of death, &c. [thj? 
paraphrafe whereof is in part taken from this author] what 
room then for fuch complaints as you have now been utter¬ 
ing ? This ftems apparently the drift of the queftion. 

In fhort, the great leflon we are to learn from this divine 
fpeech, and the decifion here put to the controverfy is, that 
ourdifputes about the providence of God proceed from igno¬ 
rance and folly : that the firlt duty of a creature is to rcfign 
himlelf to the will of his Creator; to do his commands 
with pleafure; receive his difpenfations with fubmiflion ; 
be thankful to him for the good, and patient under the 
evil which he fends: to confider life, with its appendages, 
as the free gift of God ; which therefore we fliould employ 
in his fcrvice, be ready to give up freely when he calls for 
it, and cruft him for a future happy fate. Crit. Dijf. 
p. 191. 

* Mercer obferves, by darkencth counfel is meant, ch- 
feureth the fecret judgments or counfels of God by i nano derate 

complaints . Not that Job is here reproved for any real evil 
ientiments concerning divine providence; but for the un¬ 
guarded expreflions which his numerous afHiblions had ejj> 
torted from him. This appears from Ch. x lii. 3* . 
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Sect. 55. and wifdom would be a dif- 

pafiionate fubmiffion and pro- 
••• found lilence ^ 

#xxviii. 2. • 

3 Strengthen, colledl and 
prepare thyfelf all that is pof- 
fible, for a fincere and worthy 
man to do: for my defign is to 
propofe certain queftions, elu¬ 
cidating, indeed determining 
of the important affair in de¬ 
bate, and expedt thy anfwers 
in the way of refolving them. 

4 As to thy own exiftence 
and duration, where or what 
waft thou, when I laid the 
foundation for this habitable 

earth, 


3. k Gird np now 
thy Joynslikeaman; 
for I will demand of 
thee, . and anfwer 
thou me. 


4. Where waft 
thou when I laid 
the foundations of 
the earth ? declare, 
if thou haft under- 
ft and in g ? 


* It has been intimated before, that the fafhion of the 
ancient garments which was hanging loofe till tucked up 
with a girdle for action or journeying, is a common figure 
of fpeech for preparing the mind, and giving a clofe atten¬ 
tion. See Jer. i. 17. And Scbultens obferves that this is 
an irony but a paternal one and full of kindnefs and bene¬ 
volence. The fubfequent verfes contain a beautiful and 
fublime image and reprefentationof the world by a building; 
and as it feems to have been an ancient as well as modern 
cuftom to accompany the laying of corner flones of magni¬ 
ficent ftrudtures with acclamations and rejoicings. See PfaJ t 
cxviii 22, 23 and 24. So the ftnrs and planets, anciently 
fuppofed to be tabernacles or refidences of fuperior intel¬ 
ligences, are elegantly introduced as celebrating the rife 
and foundation of this earth: and the holy and blefled an¬ 
gels as joining in the folemnity with their triumphant 
praifes. Parallel places are Pfal. ciii. 21. cxlviii. 2. And 
as it appears in Homer , that on whatever fubjedt he defcants, 
Jie was perfeft mafler of all the learning of his time, pecu¬ 
liarly the mechanick arts: fo in the admirable author of 
this performance every image is drawn to the life; the 
line and plummet as it were fet before the reader, and even 
life given to inanimate beings. 



5. Who hath laid 
the mcafures there¬ 
of, if thou knoweft ? 
or who hath ftretch- 
ed the line upon it. 


6. Whereupon 
are the foundations 
thereof faftned ? Or 
who laid the corner- 
(lone thereof? 


7.When the morn¬ 
ing liars fang toge¬ 
ther, and all the Tons 

of God (homed for 
joy. 
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earth, or formed and raifed Sect. 55. 
the goodly fabrick with its 
various parts and numerous ± 
connexions and dependencies ? 

Declare them with perfeCt 
freedom, if thou haft any 
fentiment, recollection or 
teftimony to the purpofc. 

Concerning the architect $ 
likewife, who by rules of the 
exaCteft arc planned and con¬ 
trived, proportioned and ad- 
jufted the dimenfions and all 
other properties of the curious 
wonderful performance; fpeak 
if thou knoweft: or whofe 
wifdom and overruling power 
was it that preferibed its exaCt 

boundaries, and afeertained 

* 

its different climates and 
divifions ? 

Upon whatfolid fubftance, 6 
or immoveable firm fub- 
ftratum do the weighty pe- 
deftals and moft ftrong bafes 
of this mighty globe reft, 
that it ftands liable and un- 
fhaken ? Or who laid the 
corner-ftone which connects 
and lecures the finifhed buil¬ 
ding ? 

When the heavenly con- 7 
cert with harmonious trium¬ 
phant longs hallowed the 
lacred name on occafion of 
the Godlike labour: and the 

I 4 whole 
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Sect. 55. whole ^ftgelic hoft hy logd 

' acclamations and the loftiell: 

7 ftrains bore teftimony to the 
* V1 ' goodlinefs and perfedtion of 

the new-made world. 

8 Or who with. as it were 
valves and folding doors in- 
clofed and confined thelargeft 
collection of watry element-, 
when it fwelled, raged and 
braise forth, like an infant 
from the womb it'can no 


longer remain in ? 

9 When I made the provifion 
of the cloud as a garment to 
receive and cover its new 
birth and reparation from the 

chaos : and heavy dark clouds 
to fwathe, encompafs, and on 
every fide conftrain it. 

10 And by an unalterable 
fixed law and conftitution in 

nature, 


8. Or who fn u t 
up the Tea with 
doors, when it brake 
forth as if it had 
1 iflued out of the 
womb ? 


9. When I made 
the cloud the gar¬ 
ment thereof, and 
thick darknefs a 
Twaddling band for 
it. 


10. m And brake 
up for it my decreed 
place, and fet bars 
and doors. 


1 This natural and beautiful image is continued in the 
nextverfe; when the water gufhed forth from its fubter- 
raneous womb, he prevented its falling back again bv 
ftrong valves placed to intercept it: received it into a kind 
of garment or blanketting, and Twaddled it in thick dark¬ 
nefs. See a parallel and very beautiful pafl’age, Jer. v. 22. 

m Some fuppofe, the ancient cuftom here alluded to, 
mentioned Gen . xv. and by Homer of facrificing and dividing 
a bead into two parts when they entered into a covenant: 
thus the Almighty is represented as covenanting with the 
waters. Mudge underftands by decreed place that vaft hollow 
that he broke up in the furface of the earth, juft fuited to 
contain all its waters, the receptacle mentioned, Gen. i. 9. 
This Lewis faith, we may conceive to have been done by 
fuch particles of fire as wer^ left in the bowels or the earth: 

whereby 



1 1. And faiJ, hi¬ 
therto fl>alc thou 
come, but no fur¬ 
ther : and here fhal 1 
thy proud waves be 
flayed. 

\ 
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nature, determined its fitua- Sicr. 
tion *, and as with bars and 1 

doors, walls and fences cir- v „{?iLia 
eumferibed it within and li¬ 
mited it to certain proper 
bounds diftinftly marked out 
for it. 

And with a voice which ti 
fhews authority and com¬ 
mands obedience declared, 
hitherto thou mayeft come, 
there is no obftruftion, but 
thou {halt proceed no further; 
and if thy rolling billows 
fwell,and mountainous waves 
rage and beat with ever fo 
much violence, yet here is 
their fovereign check and 
utmoft bounds, which they 
fhall never pafs. 


From 


thereby fuch nitro fulphureous vapours were kindled, as 
made an earthquake, which both lifted up the earth, and 
alfo made receptacles for the waters to run into, dntiq* 
lleb. Repub. Vol. IV. p. 243. Peters very juftly remarks 
on this difeourfe, that it proceeds all along in a majefticlt 
flrain : and every ftep that we advance, there is ftill pre- 
fented to the imagination fometliing new, and fomething 
great and wonderful. The deferiptions fcattered here and 
there are piftures drawn in fuch a lively manner, and withal 
fo juft, that they might in ft raft a Phidias or a Raphael\ 
But what is moll obfervable in the fpeech, as it gives a life 
and energy to the whole, is the diftribution of it for the 
moft part into fhort queftion? falling thick upon each other, 
and darting conviction, each like a flafli of lightning, with 
a fuddennefs and force impoflible to be refilled. Crit. Dijf 

4 t0 * P 436 . 
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Job 

■uviiL] 




From the beginning of 
thy time, haft thou, as to a 
menial fervant, given inftruc- 
tions to the morning ? and 
regularly and conftantly pre- 
fcribed to the dawning day 
the exadt place it fhall hold, 
and the precife moment it 
fhall never fail to return at? 

That with a furprizing ve¬ 
locity, and in the fliorteft 
portion of time, it might 
take hold of, and difperfe 
itfelf from one extreme part 

of 


12 "Haft thou com¬ 
manded the morning 
fince thy days ? and 
caufed the day- 
fpring to know his 
place. 


1 3. That it might 
take hold of the ends 
of the earth, that the 
wicked mightbefha- 
ken out ot it ? 


" One of the Tcrgtms interprets, waft thou prefent in 
the days of the creation, and commandedll that there fliould 
be morning. But, it is literally whether from thy days or 
•when thou waf cxifling , &c. Some render whether before 
thy days, and from eternity. Or whether hall thou numbered 
fo many days. However the morning and day-fpring ap¬ 
pear as miniftring fervants. And Mudge obferves in this 
noble image they are ordered, the morning to the e.ift, and 
the day fpring to the well, [for though it really rifes in the 
eaft, yet according to the Tyrian ftory the flafh of it is feen in 
the weft,] and there Rationed with each a flambeau, from the 
impreflion of which light, as wax under a fcal, the earth 
would catch a near form, and the rogues of the night w ho 
aft in defiance to all laws be difconcerted, and fome fall 
Into the hands of juftice, and others fkulk into their holes, 
fo that none of them fhould enjoy the blelling of the fun. 
Schultens refers this to the Iaft judgment, and grand dillinc- 
tion to be made betwixt the righteous and the w icked : 
but his interpretation, though he cautions men from think¬ 
ing fO|. feems forced and allegorical. Chappelnv renders, 
the appearance of the morning is various and changeable 
like the different impreflions made on clay by a feal; and— 
the fituation of wicked men is as uncertain and variable as 
is the form or fafhion of a garment. Schultens , the morn¬ 
ing and day-fpring fet themfelves, or ftand attending upon 
God, as in a fplendid garment or livery. 



14* It is turned 
as clay to the feal p 
and they ftand as a 
garment. 


15; And from the 
wicked their light is 
withholden, and the 
high arm (hall be 
broken. 


16. Haft thou en¬ 
tered into the fprings 
of the fea ? or haft 

1 ■ 

thou 
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of the earth to another-, that Sect. 55. 
the enemies of juftice and * 

virtue, who love the works * *•- 
of darknefs, might be de- i * zxvm * 
tested and as unworthy of, 
fhaken out of it; to hide in 
their lurking places, or be 
punilhed by the judges for 
their crimes. 

Thus is the earth, with 14 
the great diverfity of crea¬ 
tures upon it, turned to the 
light as clay is to the leal, to 
bear the impreflion it fhall 
make on it; all of them to re¬ 
ceive their refpedtive forms, 
and vifible different fhapes: 
and as a garment is adapted for 
fervice and ornament, they 
prefent themfelves in regular 
order and glorious attire as 
defigned for fome ufeful be¬ 
neficial purpofes. 

And from the ungodly 15 
and iniquitous, their light, 
w'hich is night and darknefs 
as molt proper to perpetrate 
their crimes in, is withdrawn 
and dilperled ; and infolent 
power and cruel tyranny now 
appearing in the open light 
of day become obnoxious to 
be duly chaffifed and de¬ 
ft royed. 

Haft thou come to, or ar- 16 
rived at the horrible rocks, 

profound 
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Sect. 5$. profound labyrinths, or rug- 

ged uneven caverns of the 
^ lea? Or haft thou penetrated 
to and art converlant with 
the inmoft recefies of the un¬ 
fathomed grand abyfs. 

17 Through the various open 
gates of mortality, haft thou 
looked into Jheo\ the inter¬ 
mediate ftate, the region of 
departed fpirits ? Or haft 
thou feen how the fouls of 
men are difpofed of after 
death, and how amply the 
afflidtions of good men may 
be made up to them there? 

18 Haft thou a diftindt certain 
knowledge, fuch as is necef- 
fary for a providential difpo- 
fal and regular government, 
of the exadt dimenfions and 
utmoft extent of this capa¬ 
cious earth? Freely difcover, 
if thou art perfedtly acquain¬ 
ted with the whole and every 
part of it ? 

19 What fteps are to be taken, 
or what paths lead to the ta¬ 
bernacle of the fun, or the 
manfion of light - 9 where it 
refides; whence it is always 

ready 

\ . 


thou walked in the 
fearch of the depth r 


17. 0 Have the 
gates of death been 
opened unto thee ? 
or haft thou feen the 
doors of the fhadow 
of death? 


18. Haft thou per¬ 
ceived the breadth 
of the earth r de¬ 
clare, if thou know- 
eft it all ? 


19. Where is the 
way where light 
dwelleth? and as for 
darknefs, where is 
the place thereof: 


0 Some underftand by gates of death the various inlets of 
mortality : — others fubterraneous obfeure places: the 
phrafe feems mod naturally to refer to what comes after 
death, or the invifible ftate. 



20. That thou 
fhouldft take it to 
the bound there¬ 
of, and that thou 
fhouldft know the 
paths to the houfe 
thereof ? 


71 . Knoweft thou 
it becaufe thou waft 
then born ? or be¬ 
caufe the number of 
thy days h great ? 
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ready to obey the great Sect. 55 
maker’s fignal, and equally ^ 
and univerfally diffufe itfelf? J 0 -- 
and where is the refidence of * XXVUK 

1 U« 

darknefs, from whence the 
latter fo regularly and con- 
ftantly fucceeds the former ? 

That thou lhouldft take 20 
hold of them alternatively 
and by turns lead the one or 
the other to their precife 
boundaries ? and that from 
the abode of darknefs thou 
fhouldft diftin&ly trace thy 
way to the habitation of light: 
dire&ing both where to begin. 


how far to proceed, and when 
to withdraw from their re- 
fpeftive departments and 
funftions ? 

If thou fully underftandeft 21 
thefe things, thou muft have 
exifted and been prefent when 
I appointed the ordinances 
of heaven, and created light 
and darknefs, made day and 
night, and thy years muft 
be run back far beyond the 
date of thy mortal life, in¬ 
deed, thou muft feem always 
to have exifted, and to be 
ftriftly fpeaking eternal? 


SECT. 
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To Jhew the narrow limits of all human knowledge, 
further inftances are fpecified of the divine wif- 
dom and omnipotence\ in fnow and hail: the 
diffufion of light , the dijlribution of water ^ and 
* the conduct and effects of lightning and thunder. 
The generation of rain and dews , ice and hoary 
frojl: the direction of the planetary worlds , and 
laws of the heavenly bodies. The (economy and 
management of the clouds . The provifion made 
for animals \ for lions and ravens. Ver. 22, 
to the end. 


Job xxxviii. 22. 


Sect. 56. T T AST thou entered into 

ri the repofitaries of fnow, 
J°b fo as to be able to give a fa- 
^rxxvin. tisfadtory account of the for¬ 
mation and virtues of this 
common appearance ? Or 
haft thou infpedted and exa¬ 
mined the magazines of hail ? 

23 Which I have in refer ve, 
as fo many arfenals, when I 
pleafe, to draw thence artil¬ 
lery, and difcharge againft 
thofe rebellious mortals whofe 

untradt- 


J 0 3 xxxviii. 22. 

H AST thou en¬ 
tered into the 
treafures ofthefnov% ? 
or haft thou feen the 
treafures of the hail ? 


23. p Which I 

have referved againft 
the time of trouble, 
againft the day of 
battle and war. 


P This feems moft properly interpreted of what iu always 
in the power of the Almighty : as in Ifai xxx. 30. Thus 
Pliny .ftyles nives et glaciem pemas montinm. L. xix. c 4 
And doubtlefs they are correftions and pumftiments when 
they are unfeafonable or exceftive. 
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untraftable minds will not Sect, 56. 
otherwife be fubdued to my L -* 
difpenikions; and greatly 
amidt and diltrefs as if an 
enemy had declared war a- 
gainft and defeated them in 
battle ? 

24. q By what way By what way or in what 74 

is the light parted courfe is the lightning direft- 
•which fcattereth the ed to diffufe its corrufcations 

u ^ on 1 e to fo immenfe a diftance, and 

make its flafhes feen all 
around, or how is the ftormy 
eaft-wind difperfed fo as every 
where to blow with violence 
and ru(h with the utmoft 
impetuofity ? 

25. Who hath di- Who hath divided, to di- 25 
vided a water-courfe {tribute in different canals or 
for the overflowing water cour f es the water in the 

of waters ? or a way , , , r 11 • 

for the lightning of clouds > that it may fall in 
thunder ? proper proportions, fome- 

times upon one part of the 
earth, fometimes on another? 
or who hath marked out its 
path for the forked bolt of 
the vollying thunder ? 

z6.Tocaufe it to To caufe the rains to de- 26 
rain on the earth fcend upon the earth, and 

' wher ‘ no “ . an 7 render thofe tracks of land 

on the wildernefs 

wherein fruitful 

q The addition of which by our tranflators feems to per¬ 
plex the fenfe: and the interpretation to be more intel¬ 
ligible as well as more literal — by what way is the light 
parted? —■ by what way does the eaft-wind feat ter it/elf upon 
the earth P To which agree the Vulgate and Targum . 




A Paraphrase 6 n the 


Sect. 52. fruitful where there is not 

a Angle human inhabitant; 

roviii even ^ofe dreary waftes, or 

inhofpitable barren defarts* 

where never man prepared 

cities, fowed fields, or planted 

vineyards ? 

27 Though it feems more un¬ 
worthy of it, and is generally 
negledted by mankind, yet 
to afford it all proper moi- 
fture and refrefhment: and 
give rife to fuch fountains 
and rivulets as make the 
tender herbs bud, and the 
grafs fpring and fhoot into 
a mod beautiful verdure ? 

28 Hath the rain anv other 
parent or caufe to produce 
it, befides the virtues and 
influences of an univcrfal 
providence? or who befides 
the original of all things is 
the father and wonderful 
author of the pearly drops of 
falling dew ? 

29 Whofe offspring elfe, a- 
greeable to his own ftandard 
laws of government, is the 
folid ice ? And what being; ex- 
cept the Almighty one hath 
generated and fafhioned the 
hoary froft of heaven ? 

In 


wherein there is no 
man ? 


27.To fatisfy the 
defolate and wade 
ground\ and to caufe 
the bud of the tender 
herb to fpring forth ? 


28. r Hath the 
rain a father ? or 
who hath begotten 
the drops of the dew ? 


29. Out of whofe 
womb came the ice ? 
and the hoary froft 
of heaven, who hath 
gendered it. 


r This feems to be an oriental manner of expreflion which 
the Arabs are particularly fond of. Thus the fin cf the hw, 

to denote an arrow, &c. 



-o. The waters 
.rre hid as with a 
ftone, and the face 
of the deep is frozen. 


31. Canft thou 
bind the fweet in¬ 
fluences of" Pleiades, 
or loofe the bands 
of Orion ? 


32. Canfl thou 
bring forth Maz- 
zaroth in his feafon, 

or 
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30 


In the remarkable change, Sect. 56, 
the waters undergo by a con¬ 
gealing air, or intenfe cold, 
they lofe or hide fome of 
their ufualproperties-, andre- 
femble in their form and con- 
fiftency petrified earth, cry- 
ftal ftones, or pieces of folid 
marble: and the entire fur- 
face of the extended ocean, 
or vaft abyfs feems held and 
bound in icy fetters, as in 
adamantine chains. 

Is it in thy power to amend 3 i 
or alter the difpofition of the 
feafons: when the vernal 
warmth openeth the earth, to 
fhut it up again with the 
rigours of a wintry cold: or 
when it is confined by feve- 
rity of weather, loofen and 
fet it at entire liberty by the 
gentle heat of a diflolving 
fpring ? 

Haft thou the fkill and 3 z 
ability to regulate and govern 

the 


5 By the former of thefe feems meant that conflellation 
or fign of the Zodiac, which aprears in fpring-r The latter 
in winter; and the plain feme to be as exprefled in the 
paraphrafe See Chap ix. 8. Some underftand by Maz- 
zaroth in the next ver. all the twelve figns; and by Arfiu- 
rus the polar circle, or northern hemifphere, and by Tons 
the feven ftars. Others Lucifer and Vefper or the morning 
and evening flars, leading them as a Ihepherd his flock. 
The image is truly grand and noble: but what particular 
planetary orbs or conftellations are referred to is perhaps 
only to be conje&ured at. 

VO L. II, 


K 
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Sect. 56. the heavenly bodies in their 
^motions and revolutions ? or 

xxxviii. length and wifdom to mea- 
32. fure and conftitute the gradual 

increafes and decreafes of day 
and night, throughout all the 
intermingled feafons of the 
circling year ? 

33 Art thou fully acquainted 
with, and perfedt mafter of 
the conftitutions and laws, 
conneftions and dependencies 
o t the various fplendid beings 
in the field of heaven or fy- 
ftem of the univerfe ? Or 
canft: thou, as adminiftrator 
general, infpedt diredl and 
overrule their powers and in¬ 
fluences refpedting this earth ? 

34 Whenever pleafes thee, 
canft: thou thunder: with the 
voice of majefty convoke the 
clouds-, and lurround and 
array thyfelf in aflemblages, 
and the molt formidable 
armies of them as in a com¬ 
mon garment. 

35 Canft thou give commif- 
fions to, or fend on errands 

the 


an the 

or canft thou guide 
Ardurus with hi* 
Tons ? 


3 3. Knoweft thou 
the ordinances of 
heaven ? canft thou 
fet the dominion 
thereof in the earth ? 


34. Canft thou lift 
up thy voice to the 
clouds, that abun¬ 
dance of waters may 
cover thee ? 


3 5'- c Canft thou 
fend lightnings that 

O O 

they may go, and 



1 Peten obferves— ft The turn of this verfs is fur*- 
M prizing, I think, beyond any thing I ever met with — how 
€< itrong the image ! how fimple the expreflion ! we read of 
“ winged lightnings in the heathen poets ; but where da 
they live, and ad, and fpeak, and wait for orders with- 
** impatience, as here ? It ftill goes on in the fame quef- 
c< - tioning convincing way.” 



fay unto thee, here 

We are? 


36. 0 Who hath 
put wifdom in the 
inward parts ? Or 
who [.wth given un¬ 
demanding to the 
heart ? 
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the blazing meteors and wing- Sect. 5 6 - 

ed lightnings that they will go 
and difpatch for thee ? as fo XX x V jij. 
many meflengers in readinefs, 35 . 
or fervants in waiting will 
they anfwer thy firft call, and 
fay here we are, inftantly and 
punctually to execute what¬ 
ever thou orders. 


Who hath prefcribed laws 3 6 
of motion, and a certain re¬ 
gular direction to their Teem¬ 
ing random explofions and 
inoft eccentric flights? Or 
who hath endued with a kind 
K 2 of 


w I have followed Schultens in the interpretation of this 
pnflage, as feemingly connecting better with the context. 
If the reader inclines more to the ufual rendering, the para- 
phrafe may run thus — who hath implanted in the inward 
parts of human nature intellectual and moral faculties and 
capacities ? Or who hath fo eminently diftinguifhed man¬ 
kind with the nobleft talents of rcafon and liberty, whence 
they are fubjeCU of moral government* can difcern truth 
and praClife virtue? 

The Vulgar Laiin and one of the Targums render, who 
hath given undemanding to the cock? As C/^r/cw ob- 
ierves, a ftrange interpretation, yet favoured by fome of 
the 'Je'iuiJb Rabbins. The foundation of it, fays he, is 
this *— One Rabbi Scbimeov the Jon of Lakis relate?, that 
when he travelled into Africa he heard the people call 
tarnegol, a dunghill.cock, by the name of Secvi . This 
immediately fuggelled to him the paflage of Job we are 
confidering, as if Secvi was a word of the fame meaning 
with tarnegol. — From hence it is that the Jews in their 
morning prayers fay, blefj'ed he the-Lard, cur Qcd, the king 
rf this ivorl-l, <u>bo hath given underfunding to the dunghill 
cock , viz. becaufe by his crowing he is the herald of the 
day, and calls men to their work : for which reafon not 
only in the morning when they rife; hut likcwife at cock- 
crowing they ought to repeat this form of prayer. Vid. 
Buxtorf. Hcb. and Chald. Lex. p. 768. 
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Sect. 56. of intelligence thefefurprizing 

phenomenons ; fo fuddenly 

xxxviii* appearing, fo immediately 

36. vanifhing, that they a£t as 

if they excelled therein, and 

perfectly underftood all the 
circumftances of quantity 
place and time, proper to be 
obferved in exerting their 
relpedlive powers and in¬ 
fluences. 

37 W ho can particularly diredt 
and oblige the clouds in their 
heavier fhowers to fall accord¬ 
ing to exadt rules ; and affedt 
and imprefs the land in due 
proportion ? Or when thofe 
fountains are opened, or ci¬ 
tterns pour, who can com¬ 
mand them inftantly to ceafe, 
when the earth is fatisfied? 

3 8 When it is loofned and 
abundantly refreflied, after 
the dull had been harden¬ 
ed and quite exhaufted of 
moifture with an excefflve 
drought; and the clods grow¬ 
ing fall together are moiften- 
ed and prepared to receive 

due 


37. Who can 
number the clouds 
in wifdom ? or who 
can ,v flay the bottle* 

m 

of heaven: 


38. When thedull 
groweth into hard- 
nefs, and the clods 
cleave fall together ? 


w The Heb . flgnifies to lie down, to lie do^ivti upon a lea 4 
to lie ftill, or to be at reji y "Job iii. I 3. Who can fiay y i. e. 
make to lie (till. But Schultens tranilateth, who can make 
the bottles of heaven to be poured out and to lie down up¬ 
on the earth, *viz. in the water which proceedeth from 
the cloud. Then [which makes no very material difference] 
the fenfe would be, who can put a flop to the rain ? or who 
can produce fhowers ? When the duj ,?, Sc c. 



39-Wiltthouhunt 
the prey for the lion? 
or fill the appetite of 
the young lion ? 


40. When they 
couch in their dens, 
and abide in the co¬ 
vert to lie in wait. 


41 .Who provideth 
/or the raven his 
food ? when his 
young ones cry unto 
God, they wander 
for lack of meat. 


Job 

xxxviii. 

39 * 4 °* 
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due tillage, or to nourilh Sect. 56. 
and ripen what is lowed or 
planted in them. 

Wilt thou hunt the prey 
.for the lionefs, as being 
fuperior in that kind of faga- 
city, and having endued her 
with that natural inftincSt 
and extraordinary rapacity, 
which diflinguifh her? or 
more than ftifliciently pro¬ 
vide for, quite pall the rave¬ 
nous appetite of the hungry 
young lion ? 

When they lie clofe, and 4° 
hold back themfelves within 
caverns, that they may bound 
more fuddenly, and rufli 
more fiercely upon the tremb¬ 
ling unguarded prey. When 
they lurk, and fit at watch 
under fome fhady thicket, to 
obferve and feize the fir ft 
vifible booty. 

Who is it that makes cer- 4 1 
tain and conftant provifion 
for the keen ltomach of the 
voracious croaking raven ? 
when his craving infatiable 
brood pinched with hunger 
raife to heaven the loudeft 
notes for neceflary fuftenance: 
and range far and wide in 
fcarch of it. 



SECT- 
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CHAP. XXXIX. SECT. LVII. 

The interrogatories are continued refpefiing the wild 
goatSy the hinds , the wild rfy the unicorn , the 
peacocky the oftricky the war horfey the hawk y 
and the eagle. Ver. i, to the end. 


Sect. 57. 



Job xxxix. 



Job xxxix. 1. 

A RT thou fo fully ac¬ 
quainted with, as to 
direft and govern the peculiar 
feafon and all the circum- 
ftances relative to the wild 
goats upon their high and 
craggy rocks or inacceffible 
fteep precipices and declivi¬ 
ties when they bring forth 

their 


Joe xxxix. i. 


K Noweft thou 

the time-when 
the x wild goats of 
the rock bring forth? 
Or canft thou mark 
when the hinds do 
calve ? 


* Thefe creatures, efpecialiy in their pregnancy, from 
their fituation mud be fubjett to extreme hazards: if as 
Vlloa, Sc c. in their voyage to South America, report con¬ 
cerning the goats of the tjland de e Iierra t they keep them- 
felves among crags arid precipices where no other animal 
but themfelves can live.— Dogs are incapable of purfuing 
them among the faftneftes where they live, thefe animals 
leaping from one rock to another with furprizing agility, 
and it being difficult to kill a fmgle goat. The meaning of 
the words, as Mudge obferves, feems to be, it is not owing 
to any knowledge or care of thine, they do not need like 
tame beafts any officious fervices of man, but do all this 
purely by virtue of a divine inftinft which I have implanted 
in them. Bochart from AriJiotle t Pliny y Sec. intimates what 
afliftance the pregnant hinds receive in forwarding their 
delivery from the herb fefelis and from PfaL xxix. 9. the 
wonderful effefls of thunder in exciting the fears of thefe 
wild beafts, and inftantly producing their otherwife difficult 
labour and delivery. Boch. Hieroz. Part , I. p. 880. 889. 

915, 9 2 o. 
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2„ Canft thou num ¬ 
ber the months that 
they fulfil ? or know- 
eft thou the time 
when they bring 
forth ? 


5. f Tlwy bow 
themfelves, they 
bring forth their 
yeung ones, they 
call out their for- 
rows. 


their young? Or haft thou Sect. 57. 
curioufly oblerved fo as to 
regulate the precife time when J obxxxlK * 
and manner how the timorous 
hinds dilcharge themfelves of 
their painful burden. 

Canft thou calculate and z 
determine for them moft 
punftually the number of 
their months of pregnancy, 
fo that they fliall neither come 
fhort of nor exceed them? 
or canft thou fix the certain 
time of their travail, from 
the moment of their con- 
conception to that of their 
delivery, fo that the birth 
fhall neither by any accidental 
means be forwarded nor re¬ 
tarded ? 

By the natural inftindts 3 
implanted in them, they are 
provided with a much more 
certain and uniform guidance 
to confult their wants, than 
human wifdom can afford 
them; and are enabled and 
directed to put themfelves in 
K 4 the 


y Father Houbigant , [and fome manuscripts are marked 
fo as to countenance him in it] fuppofes a tranfpofition of 
words here and renders, they bow themfelves , they bur ft with 
their pains , they throw forth their young. The lenle is not 
much altered but the elegance feems better preserved in the 
ufual interpretation. They how themfelves , they bring forth 
their young , they caji out their forrows, or their pains are at 
an end. 
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Sect. 57. the moft proper pofture to 

V U 1 deliver their young; and be 
Jo xxxix. £ ree( j f rorn pangs and 

extremities. 


4 Notwithftanding this diffi¬ 
culty and many other hazards 
and dangers their young ones 
are fubjcdt to*, under the pa¬ 
rents care they gatherftrength, 
and grow to full maturity; that 
they can fupply their own 
wants, and provide for their 
fafety, fo as to forget their 
dams, and never more return 
to them. 

5 Who hath fent out the 
wild afs, not like domeftic 

animals. 


4. Their young 
ones are in good 
liking, they grow 
up with corn : they 
go forth and re¬ 
turn not unto them. 


5. Who hath fent 
out the 1 wild afs 
free? or who hath 

loo fed 


* R. Levi didinguifties betwixt pere and yared in this ver. 
but Bochart fays there is no difference. As is recorded of 
the fcenite Arabs, a free and favage people, that they were 
never conquered — fo of th z Arabian wild afs, that it is an 
abfolutely free and unfubdued animal, that will never by 
any means be brought to endure the bit and bridle, or fubmic 
to become as other afles are a bead of burden. U/loa t &c. 
in their voyage to South-America give the following enter¬ 
taining account of wild afTes within the diftrift of the vil¬ 
lage of Mira , and the manner of catching them. They 
jncreafe very fail, and in order to catch them a number of 
perfons go on horfe-back, and are attended by Indians 
on foot. When arrived at the proper places, they form a 
circle, in order to drive them into fojne valley ; where at 
full fpeed, they throw the noofe, and halter them ; for 
thefe creatures, on finding themfelves inclofed make very 
furious efforts to efcape, and if only one forces his way 
through, they all follow with an irrefiflible impetuofity. 
But when the hunters have noofed them, they throw them 
down, and fecure them with fetters, and thus leave them 
fill the hunting is over: when in order to bring them away 

witl| 



loofcd the bands of 
the wild afs ? 


6 . Whofe houfe I 
have made the wil- 
diTncU, and the bar- 
mi landhisdwelling. 
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animals, but free from all Sect. 57. 

fervitude and vafialage to 
mankind? Or who hath ma .J obMX “* 
naged him different from the 
laws and reftraints of his na¬ 
ture, fo as to reduce his un- 
tradtable and ftubborn difpo- 
fition to confinement and 
fubjettion. 

Whom I have formed for 6 
the wider range of an unin¬ 


habited wildernefs; and re¬ 
mote from all human com¬ 
merce, in barren wafteground 
have appointed his refidence. 

He 


with greater facility, they pair them with tame hearts: but 
this is not cafily performed for thefe afles are fo remarkably 
fierce, that they often hurt the perfons who undertake to 
manage them. They have all the fwiftnefs of horfes, and 
neither acclivities nor precipices retard them in their career; 
and when attacked, defend themfelves with their heels and 
mouth, with fuch activity, that without rtackening their 
pace, they often maim their purfuers; but the moft re¬ 
markable property in thefe creatures is, that after carrying 
the fird load, their celerity leaves them, their dangerous 
ferocity is loft, and they foon contract the ftupid look and 
dulnels peculiar to the afinine fpecies. It is obfervable that 
thefe creatures will not permit any horfe to live among 
them : and if one of thefe creatures happens into the places 
where they feed, they all fall upon him, and without 
giving him the liberty of flying from them, they bite and 
kick him till they leave him dead on the fpot. They are 
very troublefome neighbours, making a molt horrid noife ; 
for whenever one or two of them begins to bray, they are 
anfwered in the fame vociferous manner by all within the 
reach of their feund, which is greatly increafed and pro¬ 
longed by'the repercuffions of the valleys and breaches of 
the mountains. Juan and UHod's voyage S. America , Vol. I* 

P- 3 ! 5 - 
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Sect. 57. He treats with the utmoft 
~difdain all the advantages 

jobxxxix. 0 f f oc [ et y 5 anc j even p Ur f u it 

of numbers: neither is it 
found eafy to bring him, 
like beads of burden to fub- 


7. Hefcornetbthe 
multitude ofthe city, 
neither regardeth he 
the crying of the 
driver. 


mit to the voice goad or lafh 
of a driver. 

S Ranges of wide extended 
hills he furveys and enjoys 
as his padure : and is fo in¬ 
clined to variety of food, 
that fcarce a fingle herb or 
plant among the vegetables 
of the great common elcapes 
his curious and diligent 
fearch after them. 


8.The range ofthe 
mountains is his paf- 
ture, and he fearch- 
eth after every green 
thing. 


9 Will any expedients that 
can be ufed, render the uni¬ 
corn 


9. Will the 3 uni¬ 
corn be willing to 
ferve thee, or abide 
by thy crib ? 


a Some fuppofe the animal meant here, to be the Rbi- 
noceros , or Monoceros. Bochart the Oryx, called by the 
Arabs Algazel ; MuJge reckons with Schultens that the 
whole defcription leads to fomething of the ox kind, and 
that the Arabian buffalo , a creature abfolutely uncameable, 
and frequently hunted by the Arabians is defigned. And 
that the next ver. fpeaks of two different forts of plowing, 
one when the harnefs direded the beaft to carry along the 
furrow Arait, the fecond when they crofted the plough to 
make the furrows level, and when the beaft followed a 
man that led him. Thofe who underftand by this word 
the Rhinoceros defcribe it as the ftrongeft of quadrupeds, the 
elephant not excepted. Shaw's Trans. Supplem. p. 91. and 
as having an horn upon its nofe, above the upper lip, as 
upon a hill, which is very ftrong, and fomctimes grows to 
a confiderable height, there being in Dr MeacCs mufxum 
one about thirty-feven inches, another in Sir Hans Sloanes 
thirty-two inches long. Where alfo are feen two horns 
about twenty-five inches long, which grew upon the nofe 

of 



to. Canft thou 
bind the unicorn 
with his band in the 
furrow? or will he 
harrow the valleys 
after thee ? 


ii. Wilt thou 
truft him, becaule 
his llrcngth is great ? 
or wilt thou leave 
thy labour to him. 


i 2 Wilt thou be¬ 
lieve him that he 
will bring home thy 
feed, and gather it 
into thy barn ? 
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corn obedient and fervice- Sect 
able? or is it poftible To to 
fubdue his natural fiercenels, 
that he lhall quietly herd 9 * 
with other cattle ? 

Canft thou bring him to to 
admit harnefs, and perform 
the neceflary labour of draw¬ 
ing the plough ? or will he 
not break loofe from, but 
patiently follow thee over 
hills and dales in levelling* 

O 

the ground, or harrowing in 
the feed ? 

Wilt thou confide in, and n 
fully depend on him as a 
proper beaft for agriculture 
and hufbandry, meerly be- 
caufe his limbs are well pro¬ 
portioned, and his ftrength 
adequate to the moft arduous 
toil ? or canft thou fuppofe a 
talk will be performed, or 
laborious charge executed by 
him, the fame as by one of 
the gentleft beads accuftomed 
to it ? 

Whatever thou mayeft de- 1 2 
fire, vet wilt thou have reafon 

* V 

to believe, that by any ima¬ 
ginable 


of the fame animal; which fliews that the Rhinoceros hath 
fometimes two horns. See Dr Parfoti s Diil'ert. on this 
animal. Pbi/of. Tranfaft. a. 470. and Kolbens account of 
the Dutch fettlement at the Cafe of Good Hope . 
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ginable kind of ufage he will 
be made to carry home the 
reaped corn of harveft, and 
with plenty of provifion fill 
thy ftore-houfes ? 

Waft thou the author ot 
the oftrich’s feathered pride, 

and 


13. b Gavef thou 
the goodly wings 
untothepeacocks: or 

wings 


b It Teems agreed by commentators that the peacock, which 
long after^o^'s time, a little before th at Alexander the Great, 
was firfl brought from India into fud&a and Greece , is not 
meant here; but the of rich , and that the latter word figni- 
fles the Jlork. Chappelow renders— Dees the of rich pride it - 
Jelf in being able to Jlretch its wings 'very wide ? or do the 
ftrong wing) and feathers of the fork glory in their frength ? 
Mudge — The wing of the of rich difplayed fo triumphantly, 
ean her quill and her plumage be that of the (lork ? i. e. Would 
any one think fhe could have the fame plumage as the 
flork, [as yet Ihe really has] and be To very unlike in her 
nature, that Jhe can leave, &C. Schultens, Ala fruthionum 
exultabunda: efque penna pictati cultrix et pluma ? The ac¬ 
count Marmol in his Africa quoted by Heath gives of this 
bird is as follows: The of rich, which the Arabians call 
j mama, is a wild bird of the lhape of a goofe, but much 
bigger than that; it is very high upon legs and has a neck 
of more than four or five fpans long: the body is very 
grofs, and in its wings and tail it has large feathers black 
and white [like thofe of the flork] and fome grey ; it cannot 
fly, but it runs very faft, in which it is much aflifled by the 
motion of its wings and tail: and when it runs it wounds 
itfelf with the fpurs which it has on its legs. It is bred in 
the dry defarts, where there is no water, and lays ten or 
twelve eggs together in the fand, as large as a great bowl, 
and fome lefs. They fay that this bird hath fo little me¬ 
mory, that as foon as Ihe hath made an end of laying the 
eggs, fhe forgets the place where fhe left them ; fo that 
when the hen comes to a place where there are eggs, let 
them be her own or not, fhe fets abroad upon them, and 
hatches them; and as foon as the chickens are hatched, 
they immediately run about the country to look for meat; 
and they are fo nimble when they are little, before their, 
feathers grow, that ’tis impoffible to overtake them. Here 



wings and feathers 
umo the oftrich? 


142nd 15. c Which 
Jeaveth her eggs in 
the earth, and warm- 

eth 
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and ftrong pinions? or of Ssct. 57* 
the ftork's various plumage 1 — 
and wonderful vigour 0 fJ obxx * ,,t 
lbaring flight? 

Who does not like other 14, 15 
oviparous birds build her 

neft 


’tis proper to take notice, that the likenefs of the feathers 
of this bird to thofe of the ftork is only in colour. 

c Something relembling this is faid of the alligator an 
oviparous creature. The female makes a large hole in 
the land near the brink of a river, and there depofits her 
eggs, which are nearly equal to thofe of an oftrich, and as 
white as thofe of a hen, but much more folid. She gene¬ 
rally lays about a hundred continuing in the fame place 
till they are all depofited, which is about a day or two. 
She then covers them with the fand; and the better to con¬ 
ceal them, rolls her felf not only over her precious depo- 
fitum, but to a confiderable diftance. After this precaution 
Die returns to the water, till natural inftinft informs her, 
that it is time to deliver her young from their confinement; 
when ftie comes to the fpot, followed by the male, and 
tearing up the fand, begins breaking the eggs, but fo care¬ 
fully, that fcarce a fingle one is injured ; and a whole 
fwarm of little alligators are feen crawling about. The 
female then takes them on her back and neck in order to 
remove them into the water: but the watchful gallinaotos 
make ufe of this opportunity to deprive her of fome, and 
even the male alligator , which indeed comes for no other 
end, devours what he can, till the female has reached the 
water with the few remaining; for all thofe which fall 
from her back, or do not fwim, flie herfelf eats; fo that 
of fuch a formidable brood, happily not more than four or 
five efcape. *Juan and XJlloa s Voy. $,Amcr. B.IV. C.9. p.201. 
Mr HcrriJJant, member of the royal academy of fciences at 
Paris , lately publilhed in their tranfaftions the following 
account of the cuckoo . That the pofition of the ftomach in 
this fort of bird is different from that of others: it is iitunted 
under the inteffines, and adheres to all the parts by which 
it is furrounded; fo that being formed in this manner it 
could not incubate its eggs, or young ones without pain, or 
without hurting its own proper digeftion ; and in not doing 
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Sect. 57- neft with the exadteft art, 

and depofit and hatch her 
14, ^ ,X * eggs with the niceft fkill; 

but leaveth them feemingly 
at random for the foitering 
duft, or heated fand to warm 
and quicken: utterly un¬ 
mindful how liable they are 
to be crufhed by the travel¬ 
ler’s foot or broken by the 
brutal favage race, that on 
all fides furround them. 

16 As if they were not truly 
her own, rather a fpurious 
brood, fhe concerns not her- 
felf at all for, but is per- 
feftly ftrange to her young 
ones : her labour in laying 
.of eggs, for what fhe knows, 
may be utterly in vain neither 
has flie the leaft anxiety 
about it. The 


eth them in the doft. 
And forgetteth that 
the foot may crufh 
them, or that the 
wild bead may beak 
them. 


16. She it har¬ 
dened againft her 
young ones, as 
though they v.ere 
not hers : her labour 
is in vain without 
fear. 


it governs itfelf as wifely by inftinft, as any other creature 
could by reafon: for it puts its child to nurfe, only be- 
caufe it is not fo formed by nature as to be able to nurfe it 
itfelf, and it chufes a little bird for its nurfe, firji becaufe 
its young one does not require fo long, or fo clofe an incuba¬ 
tion : fecondly becaufe its young one may with the more eafe 
. turn its fofter brother out of the neft; as foon as it begins to 
have occafion for the whole for itfelf. He adds it would be 
worth while to examine the intrails of an ofiricb, which, it is 
faid, leaves its eggs covered in the funds of Africa to he hatched 
by the beat of the fun , as the eggs of the turtle are left upon 
the ftiores of the weft Indian iflands: and the eggs of the 
crocodile arc probably hatched in the fame manner, if it 
be true that it is an oviparous animal. When f:e vaifeth up 
herfelf i not to fly, for ihe rather fails lightly, touching the 
earth, is proverbial for fpeed, and can call back ftones on 
her purfuers. 



17- Becaufe God 
hath deprived her of 
wifdom, neither hath 
he imparted to her 
mxJerftanding. 


*8. What time 
fhe iifteth up her 
ielf on high, ftie 
fccorneth the horfe 
and his rider. 


19. Haft thou, 
given the horfe 
ilrcngth? haft thou 
clothed his neck 
with J thunder ? 
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The reafon is very obvious Sect. 57. 
to him who formed her thus ‘‘vt- 1 
devoid of natural affeftion •, J°k# Kxix * 
and remarkably defeftive and 
incapable as to every aft that 
k)oks like a voluntary and 
intelligent one: neither hath 
he imparted to her, that is 
manifeft, any degree of reafon 
or refleftion. 

She is however admirably 18 
formed and provided for 
guarding againft the attack* 
or avoiding the purfuit of an 
enemy : and when (he hath 
raifed up herfelf on her legs, 
and is ftretched out on her 
expanded wings; in the rapi¬ 
dity of her flight, or rather 
fwiftnefs of her courfe, fhe de¬ 
fies and defpifes all the infigni- 
ficant vain attempts and ut- 
moft fpeed of man and horfe. 

Haft thou any way con- 19 
tributed to the perfeftion, 
ftrength and furprizing vigour 
of that ftatdy and noble crea¬ 
ture 


d Ckappclo'w obferves of this phrafe, that it feems to ex¬ 
ceed the power of common language. Some interpret it of 
neighing: others propofe to read, clothed his neck with a 
mane: rayam in Syriac and Chald. not only figiiifying to 
thunder, but to be elevated. P.ludge declares, after 4 all that 
Schultcns has faid, 1 follow Bochart in his explanation of 
Oyi not only from its Syriac meaning, but becaufe l 
think fo great an ornament as the mane could not be omit¬ 
ted in the defeription : he adds, nothing can convey a nobler 
image than that elaftick fpring of the horfe, compared in 
£a large a creature to that of a grafhopper. 
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Sect. 57. ture the war-horfe ? haft thou 

adorned his neck with that 
10. XX * IX ' extreme ardour it exhibits, 

or that flowing mane which 
gives inexpreflible grace and 
dignity to it. 

20 Canft thou infpire him 
with that force and aftivity 
to give the fuddeneft fprings 
and boundings like a locuft ? 
The fnorts of his wide ex¬ 


20. c Canft thou 
make him afraid as 
a gralhopper? the 
glory of his noftrils 
is terrible. 


panded noftrils, and pillars 
of fmoke and flame which 
proceed from them, are truly 
terrific and threatful. 

Through fiercenefs and 
impatience of reftraint, his 
pranfing hoofs dig and plow 
up the very ground he (lands 
on: he exults in his fuperior 
ftrength and unequaled metal: 
and with perfedl intrepidity 
and the utmoft impetuofity 
prefies, rufhes forward to 
charge the moft formidable 


21. He paweth 
in the valley, and 
rejoiceth in his 
ftrength : he goeth 
on to meet the armed 
men. 


enemy. 



e RayjaJh iignifies to move brijlly , to leap or prance as 
well as to make afraid , and the fenfe here feems to be as S. 
Jarchi and Bochart have obferved, is it owing to thee that 
the horfe leaps and prances with fuch a particular motion, 
like the locuft ? The majefly of his fnorti)ig is great fear , or 
full of terror. He maketh large furrows or ditches with his 
pawing. Apollon in his Argon. L. iii. Virg. Georg . L. iii. . 
v. 85. Luc ret. L. v. and Appian. L. i. cyniget mu ft be allow¬ 
ed to have given beautiful descriptions of this animal; but 
fall vaftly Ihortof the daring force, majefty and utmoft fubli* 
mity of the representation in this oriental performance. 



22. He mocketh 
at fear, and is not 
affrighted; neither 
uirneth the back 
from the fword. 


23. The quiver 
rattleth againft him, 
the glittering fpear 
and the fhield. 


24. He f fwal- 
loweth the ground 
with fiercenefs and 

rage: 
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He looks with abfolnte Sect. 57. 

contempt on all the greateft 
objedts of human fear-, XXXIX ‘ 
knows not what it is to be 
afraid or in the leaft confter- 
nation : neither gives way 
from the point of the bran- 
difhed flaming fword. 

The twang of bow firings 23 
and whizzing flight of fhovvers 
of arrows, the glittering fpear, 
and the burnifhed blazing 
fhield or lance, do not at all 
fignify as to difmaying him. 

At hearing the found of 2 4 
them, he no longer contains 

himfelf. 


f Peters obferves, that there are many words in the book 
of Jub, not to be found in the Chaldee , Syriac or any other 
language, [at leaft not yet difcovered] which is a ftrong 
proof of its antiquity. To which he adds, that words rare¬ 
ly to be met with elfewhere, are to be found — in their 
moft primitive or ftmple forms. Thus Genef xxiv. 17. 
Abraham's fervant fays to Rebeccah, hagge?nini na, &c. Give 
me to drink, [or make me drink, the verb is in the Hiphi /.] 
I pray thee, a little water out of thy pitcher. The word is 
found no where elfa in feripture except there and in this 
paflhgc in the conjugation Kal, or Pihel [the Hebrew letters 
in both are the fame] be rayajh ve-rogez jegamme aretz, He 
fivallowsth y &c. There is a word of near affinity to it, 
Habak. i. 9. yet fome derive it from another root, viz, 
ilQJJD megammah % from nDJ not But, the fame au¬ 

thor fubjoins, whatever root the word may require, I make 
no doubt but the prophet borrowed the very expreffionfrom 
this place in fob — He is foretelling the rapid cOnquefls of 
the Chaldeans, and the defolation that was coming upon 
the Jews in particular, from that bitter and hafty nation, 
terrible and dreadful. He deferibes their horfes fiwifter than 
the leopards, fiercer than the evening wolves ; and the horfe- 

Vol. II. L men 
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himfelf, nor can ftand on any 
ground; with the utmollfury 
and madnefs he fcours the 
plane \ neither for tranfport, 
does he believe, that the 
loudeffc trumpet is alarming 


rage : neither be- 
lieveth he that it is. 
the found of the 
trumpet. 


to an engagement. 

25 In the midft of fhrill and 
echoing trumpets, the lan¬ 
guage of his behaviour is, 
’tis the molt charming ravilh- 
ing mufic: at a diftance he 
feels the moft delightful fen- 
fations from armies formed, 
leaders from rank to rank 
animating, and thundering 

in 


25. He faith among 
the trumpets, 6 Ha, 
ha$ and he fmelleth 
the battle afar off, 
the thunder of the 
captains, and the 
fhouting. 


men flying as the eagle to her prey . And then drops this 
remarkable expreflion, Megammath pene-hem kadi nab, the 
/upping up of their faces [is as] the e ajhwind. That is, their 
very looks are like a blafting wind, that threatens devalua¬ 
tion where it goes, and feems ready to drink up and devour 
every thing. It follows, and they /ball gather the captivity 
as the fand . Ey comparing the paffage, fays he, there ap¬ 
pears in both the fame grand image, the fame dariDgnefs 
of expreflion — and a poet, efpecially upon fublime fub- 
jefts, [and none can be more fublime than thofe which are 
here treated] is under a necellity of ranging the whole world 
for his conceptions, and mull therefore range the whole 
compafs of language for expreflions, nay often borrow 
from a neighbouring language to fupply the defeats of his 
own. Crit. Di/f. 4to. p. 144. Mudge und^rflands the 
pitting in the earth as he ftyles it, as different from the 
furrowing it at ver. 21. as that was only an effe< 5 l of high 
fpirit in general, this of the found of the trumpet a&ually 
heard. 

6 R. Levi interprets thefe as expreflions of joy. PfaL 
xxxv. 21. they feem to denote malignity contempt and 
abhorrence, and in the Arabic they fignify anger and in¬ 
dignation. 



2 6. Doth the h 
hawk fly by thy 
wildomj and ftretch 

her 
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in their ears; and the whole Sect. 57. 
hoft lhouting for viftory, 
from the fhock they are 
ready to give the enemy. 

Doth the hawk fly with a 26 
molt ftrong and fwift motion, 

L 2 by 


Nudge obfcrves, that it is not very clear whether this 
is recovering his feathers after moulting, when as iome fay, 
he extends his wings and balks himfelf againft the fun; or 
whether it be drefling him for flight toward the fouth as a 
bird of paflage, he inclines to the former. 

The force and beauty of thefe paflages, as Peters with 
his ufual elegance remarks is much more eafily felt than 
deferibed. This is that fort of eloquence which fubdues 
the mind by violence ; and of which old Homer [whofe ex- 
quifite judgment few things could efcape] appears to have 
had fome notion ; for he was willing to beftow it, -as the 
higheft accomplifliment of the kind upon his favourite hero 
V/yJfes ; whofe fpeech he compares to a driving winter- 
florin of fnow or hail, that bears down all before it. 

Aw otz p o'ta t e (jLiyctKnv gjtrnflso? tu 

Kct/ Z'tzz vipit£i7<Tiv loiKolet yjny.ifsnatv> 

Ova lyrur O <f'v<nu y ftp fi$o7o< a^Aof. 

Iliad, y. 22 1 . 

The comparifon Jlievvs him to have hit the idea ; but what 
would he have given to have feen it exemplified, as it is 
here ? Hut after all, what moll concerns us is the applica¬ 
tion which is made of this Divine Oratory : which is to 
humble the pride of man, and fhew him his own weaknefs 
and folly. That he who lives from day to day, by the 
mere bounty of his maker, and may lift up his voice to the 
clouds, but cannot command fo much as a drop of rain, 
till God is pleafed to give it him in his feafon, Ihould yet 
prefume to airett him how to govern the world, and tell 
him when it is a proper feafon for him either to punilli the 
wicked, or reward the good. He adds, I am the lefs fo- 
licicous for the extracts here produced, becaufc where every 
tiling is fo excellent, there is little need of being exaft or 

cutious 
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Sect. 97- by means of any talents or 

management fhe is indebted 
26, XXXIX ' to thy wifdom for ? and direft 

her volations or excurfions 


foutherly rather than to any 
other point of the heavens. 

27 Is it in obedience to thine 
orders, or by virtue of thy 
inftru6tion$, that the eagle is 
both rapid and moft towering 
and exalted in her flight; 
and that fhe pitches her neft 
in places the moft elevated 
and inacceflible. 

28 She fixes her tabernacle or 
pavilion as it feems on an 

high rock, and r«fts there; 
even upon the pinnacle of a 
craggy eminence, and is as 
fecure as in a ftrong hold or 
fortrefs. 

29 From this exalted dwelling 
fhe furveys, and more certain 
of fuccefs purfues her prey ; 
it is at the greateft diftance 
that her quick and ftrong 

fight 


her wings toward 
the fouth. 


27. Doth the ea¬ 
gle mount up at thy 
command, and make 
her neft on high ? 


28. She dwelleth 
and abideth on the 
rock, upon the crag 
of the rock, and the 
ftrong place. 


29. From thence 
fhe feeketh the prey. 
and her eyes behold 
afar off. 


curious in the choice. The whole fpeech has in it an 
afnazing grandeur and fublimity ; admirably fitted to create 
in us an awful apprehenfion of the majefty of God, and a 
lowly opinion of ourfelves, our own wifdom and abilities; 
and thereby engage us to that humble dependance on our 
maker; that conformity to and complacency in his will, 
whatever it be j which is fuited to our nature and our ft ate ; 
and will be found in all occurrences oflife ourbeft fupport 
and higheft wifdom, at once our duty and our happinefs, 
Crii. L>tf. p. 439. 



30. Her young 
ones alfo fuck up 
blood : and where 
ihe flain are there 
jj fhe. 
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fight caa ; extend to, and ob- Sect. 57- 
ferve it. v— 1 

Her young ones thirft for J obx * xix v 
blood, their keen appetites 29 ’ 3 °* 
greedily prey upon the richdl 
food of animals — and in a 
place of mortality, field of 
battle, or wherever there arc 
carcaflls, there thefe ravenous 
creatures will be gathered 
together. 


CHAP. XL. SECT. LVIII. 

'The Almighty indulges and requires Job to an fixer: 
Job does it -with the utmojl humility and fub - 
mijfton . 'The Lord proceeds , as from the thunder 
lightning and whirl-wind with interrogatories^ 
refpefling the government of the moral worlds 
and his humbling the proud and punifhing the 
wicked^ alfo concerning Behemoth, 


} 0 B xl. I. 


’ /TOieover, the 
IV1 Lord an¬ 
swered Job, and Said, 


Job xl. 1. 

H AVING intimated how Sect. 58. 

utterly incapable an w 1 
human being is of directing J ob xl - *• 
L 3 the 


1 Mudge obferves, that fo long a fpcech as is this of Je - 
ha<vab required to be relieved with fome payfes, as well as 
the laft fpeech of Job and that of Elihu s, and accordingly 
with great dignity he interrupts himfelf by addrefling Jab, 
who now at length gave manifeft figns of confufion in ver. 
-• which with the Vulg. and LXX. he underftands as pointed 
^ from and and the reply of Job greatly con¬ 
firms it, He interprets, Jbould one that contejlcth with the 
Ainu fity draw back ? He.that would difpute down Godfbould 

anfwxr 
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Job xl. 


Sect. 58. the creation, or conducting 

the affairs of an univerfal 
‘ providence; in amazing con* 
defcenfion the peerlefs Ma- 
jefty allows Job to anfwer, 
and in the following mild 
terms calls upon him to do it. 
2 Does this controverfy yet 
appear in a juft light, to thy 

full conviction ? art thou fa- 
tisfied, that it is impoflible 
any one who would contend 
or debate with the Almighty 
about the difpenfations of his 
providence fhould be able to 
inftruCt him better than he 
already, knows how to regu¬ 
late them ? However, he who 
cannot reconcile the divine 
meafures to his own private 
fentiments of juftice orgood- 
. nefs, let him freely declare, 
and all in his power vindicate 
fuch fentiments. 

4 Upon this permiffion and 
. demand of Job , the good man 
anfwers in the fubfequent ex- 
prelTions of an unfeigned hu¬ 
mility 




2. Shall he that 
contendeth with the 
Almighty, inflruft 
him ? he that repro- 
veth God, let him 
anfwer it. 


3 and 4. Then 
Job anfwered * the 
Lord, and faid, Be¬ 
hold, I am vile, what 
frail I anfwer thee? I-* 5 

will 


anfwer to one thing or other . Buxtorf — J)oes it /hew erudi¬ 
tion learning or wifdom to contend with an omnipotent Being ? 
pind he that in a requejled congrefs was about to ademijh him 
concerningfanflityjujlice and other fublime matters , let him now 
difeourfe. 

* Chappelow renders as expreflive of greater fubmiflion, 
/ have laid) &c. Madge interprets — as much as to fay, 
’tis true I have fpoken more than once, the more is my 

frame 



will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth. 
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profoundeftSfccT. 58. 

Behold, J #b ' x1 ' 3 ’ 


Jhame, but I have now done, I-put my band upon my mouth , 
*nbp I feel myfelf contradted almolt into nothing. Thi9 
indeed is the tendency of this whole fpeecb, in which God 
is introduced difplaying his perfedlions, his power wifdom 
and paternal care of the world in fuch magnificence of 
terms as quite to overwhelm Job , fo that he was to feel 
himfelf quite loft, abforbed or annihilated in the ocean of 
Divine Infinitude, when of neceftity both himfelf and all 
his own concerns and complaints would be melted down 
into nothing, and he muft of courfe become all humility 
and refignation to the fupreme difpofer of things. Already 
he is become in his own eyes, not yet quite nothing—■ 
but very infigmficant and next to nothing: and what re¬ 
mained to be done was to be compleated by that partofthe 
fpeech which follows, in which he infifts chiefly on power as 
moft ftriking, mod obvious and proper to awe him into 
that decent behaviour which he had wanted. Peters ob- 
ferves, With all Job's great and excellent qualities, we 
cannot but take notice of fome little mixture of allay and 
imperfefUon. For a perfedl chara&er, however it may 
have exifted in idea, it is certain never yet appeared above 
once upon the real ftage of this world. We muft forgive 
this good man therefore the little excurfions and paftionate 
complaints, which the extremity of his fufferings now and 
then forced from him: his defpair and wearinefs of life; 
his often wilhing for death; h*e eagernefs to come upon 
trial; his earned requefts, and even expoftulations with his 
judge to bring him to it; or to acquaint him with the reafons, 
at lead, of thefe fevere infli&ions. Thefe and the like it 
muft be owned, appear (hades and blemiflics in the charadler 
of this great man; and may argue fomewhat of impatience 
in this heroic pattern of patience. A great deal, however, 
might be faid in his excufe: as that his afHidlions had 
fomething in them very aftonifhing, and beyond the com¬ 
mon meafure, that the diftempers of the body have often- 
times a natural tendency to produce black thoughts and a 
defpondency of mind ; to which may be added, that the 
ra(h cenfures and fufpicions of his friends, as they aftefted 
his reputation, which to a generous mind is the inoft valu¬ 
able thing in the world next to his integrity ; it is no wonder 

that 
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Behold, I freely acknow¬ 
ledge, and am deeply fenfible 

of 


that a treatment fo inhuman, fo undcfervcd, fo unexpected 
fhould provoke to an extremity aperfon born down already 
with the weight of his misfortunes.— But after all, the left 
thing that can be pleaded in his behalf, and that which 
covers all his imperfections, is his own behaviour upon 
this occafion, and his making no excufe at all for them ; 
but as foon as ever he was brought to recoiled his errors, 
immediately confefling them with great fimplicity, and the 
moft profound humility and contrition. The eafinefs and 
favour, with which this humble acknowledgment was ac¬ 
cepted by the fupreme judge ; and the bountiful reward 
upon this good man, as a prefent earned of a dill greater 
to be expeded by him hereafter, will teach us this very 
acceptable and important truth : how ready God is to pals 
by the little weaknefles of human nature, where there is a 
tried and refolute integrity, dill bent upon the doing of his 
duty, and determined, whatever may befal him, to adhere 
to God in all his trials and temptations. The following 
lines may be acceptable to the poetic reader. 

Yet, yet endure, nor murmur - 
Does not the hand of righteoafnefs afflict thee ? 

And who (hall plead againd it? who fhall fay 
To power Almighty, thou had done enough ? 

Or bid his dreadful hand of vengeance day-? 

■ 

Ceafethen, nor order impcrfeflion name: 

Our proper blifs depends on what we blame. 

Know thy own point : This kind, this due degree 
Of blindnefs, weaknefs, heav’n bedews on thee. 
Submit — in this, or any other fphere, 

Secure to be as bled as thou cand bear: 

Safe in the hand of one difpofmg pow’r. 

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour, 

All nature is but art, unknown to thee ; 

AH chance, direction which thou cand not fee ; 

All difeord, harmony not underdood 
All partial evil, universal good : 

And fpight of pride, in erring reafon's fpight 3 
One truth is clear; whatever is is Right. 



Once have I 
fpoken, but I will 
not anfwer; yea, 
twice, but I will 
proceed no further. 


6. Then anfwcred 
the Lord unto Job 
out of the whirl¬ 
wind and laid. 


7. Gird up thy 
loyns now like a 
man: I will demand 
of thee, and declare 
iliou unto me. 
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vine dealings 


of my infinite diftance, Im- Sect.58, 

perfection and unworthinefs! 
what befides can become a ^ 
dependent fallible creature 
to anfwer Before the fupreme 
Majefty? From a full con¬ 
viction that whatever is of 
God is right, I am perfectly 
filent, and do entirely ac- 
quiefce in it. 

I confefs moft ingen uoufly, 5 
and never attempt to ex¬ 
tenuate any error, that once 
bore down with the weight 

O 

of my misfortune, I have 
fpoken before men with too 
great freedom upon the di- 

; but I will not 
anfwer to his own moft ratio¬ 
nal account of affairs before 
the high God : yea, twice 
have I littered the bitter 
feelings of my troubled heart 
with too little reftraint and 
guard, but I will neither 
excule, nor ever repeat or 
proceed in it. 

With awful mnjefty from 6 
the lame aroufing pheno¬ 
menon, a fecond time, the 
Lord Jehovah directed 
his voice to Job, and fpoke 
as follows. 

Prepare, colleCt and exert 7 
thy thoughts and utmoft 
ftrength of reafon, like a 

man 
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5?. man of integrity and under- 
ftanding: I will propofe fome 
7 ' further fubjedts of enquiry, 
fhewingmy own infinity with 
the bounded narrow limits of 
all human knowledge - , and 
thou art at liberty to declare 
if thou canft form any diftindt 
and adequate ideas of them. 

8 Does it feem neceffary to 
thee, in order to vindicate 
any of them, to alter, new 
form, or reverfe the general 
rule and plan of my dealings 
with mankind ? Muft my 
difpenfations appear hard and 
unjuft, if thou art proved to 
be innocent? Wilt thou ac- 
cufe my procedure of iniquity 
that thou mayeft evince thine 
own integrity ? or declare 
that the fufferings and dif- 
trefies of innocence cannot 
confift with the equity and 
re&itude of an adminiftra- 
tion, nor the fandlity of vir¬ 
tue with tribulations and ad- 
verfity ? 

9 Art thou acquainted with 
the nature and extent of 
omnipotence, and what pre- 
fent feeming inequalities it 
can hereafter adjuft? Is it 
thy prerogative to perform 
whatever thou pleafeft ? Or 
canft thou thunder with a 

voice 


8. Wilt thou alfo 
difannul my judg¬ 
ment ? wilt thou con¬ 
demn me that thou 
mayeft be righteous? 


9, Haft thou an 
arm like God ? pr 
canft thou thunder 
with a voice like 
him ? 



io. Deck thyfelf 
now a vitb majefty 
and excellency, and 
array thyfelf with 
glory and beauty. 


11. Caft abroad the 
r?.ge of thy wrath: 
and behold every 
one that is proud 
and abafe him. 


i 2 Look on every 

* 

one that is proud, 
and : bring him low : 
and tread down the 
wicked iu their 
place. 
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voice like God that makes Sect. 58. 

heaven and earth tremble ? v— 

Appear publickly then in 
the utmoft fplendour and 
magnificence of independent 
and fupreme majefty : fhine 
forth in tranfeendent dignity, 
difplay the utmoft perfection 
of unrivalled beauty and 
glory. 

In all parts of the fpacious 11 
vaft univerfe, as wifdom dic¬ 
tates, from thy high tribunal 
difpenfe judgments, leave 
lading monuments of thy 
terrible difpleallire ; and ob- 
ferve wherever a perfon is in- 
folent in power, a tyrant in 
government, or felf-fufficient 
overbearing and opprefiive, 
ftrip him of his authority, 
and mark him for contempt 
and the greateft mortifica¬ 
tions. 

By a glance of thy darting 12 
eyes obferve, and contract 
within the fmalleft compafs 
the man fwelled with a reft- 
lels unbounded ambition : 
trample upon prefumptuous 

towering 


I Chappelow from the Arabic interprets, contrafl> or bring 
him into a narrower compafs y which is applied to an eagle 
controlling her wings when ftie is on the defeent; and to 
the drawing in, or contrafling one''$ fotgers* S. Jarchi fays 
the next words are the fame, as heating in a mortar . 
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Sect.58. towering wretches: and by 
J , their own weight crufh and 

jd x . 12. jj n j c j nt0 t ^ e ver y caj-ch t he 

workers of iniquity. 

■ 3 As into a gloomy dark 
priibn, far from all theirpomp 
and greatnefs, thruft them 
down and hide them all in one 
afiembly under ground: or 
by a temporal mortality con- 
fign them to thefecond death. 

C4 If thou art able to effedi 
thefe things, then will I 
readily acknowledge, that 
thou mayeft have received 
wrong from me; in as much 
as thy own right hand can 
fupport thee: neither haft 
thou any need to depend 
upon my proteftion, nor in¬ 
treat my favour. 

15 Confider now with a pecu¬ 
liar attention. Behemoth, a 

furprizing 


13. m Hide them 
in the daft together* 
and bind their faces 
in fecret. 


14. Then will I 
alfo confefs unto 
thee, that thine own 
right hand can favc 
thee. 


1 n Behold now 
Behemoth, which I 
made with thee, he 
eateth grafs as an ox. 


m Mudge renders lay them up clafe in the duft one and all , 
bandage up their faces in a dark bole t i. e. as he explains, 
make mummies of them ; for this expreflion probably 
alludes to the Egyptian cuftom of embalming their great 
folks, and bandaging them up in cere cloths. ’Tis thus 
he exprefles his Omnipotence, that with but a look, he 
could humble the greateft of the Tons of men into duft: 
Do thou do fo, and then I will own thou art a match for 
me, and may expett to come off viftorioufly in this conteft 
with me. Death and the grave feem here plainly intended, 
and Schultens reckons the fecond death, or future pujiilh- 
ments. 

n Peters remarks, there is one thing in this fpeech that 
looks as if it was intended to humble the pride of the 

learned. 



I 


16. Lo now, hia 
Arength is in his 
loins, and his force 
is in the navel of his 

bellv. 

d 


17. 0 He moveth 
his tail like a cedar: 
the fmews of his 

Hones 
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furprizing inftance of my Sect, 58, 
workmanfhip within thine 
6wn obfervation, whole man- 1 ^ 
ner of living is much the 
fame with thy cattle, even 
with. the ox that treadeth 
out thy corn. 

’Tis obfervable concerning 16 
this bulky animal, that his 
ftrength is feated in his loins, 
and the utmoft vigour he can 
exert proceeds from and 
wholly centers in the navel 
of his belly. 

He moveth at pleafure his 17 
tail like a cedar: the finews 

of 


learned. I mean, fays he, the pompous defcription of the 
Behemoth and Leviathan, with which it concludes. Our 
tranflators did well to retain the Hebrew names of thefe 
creatures. The different opinions of the commentators, 
and the difficulty which they find in applying the charac¬ 
ters to any one known animal, fo as to make it anfwer to 
every part of the defcription, might induce one to believe, 
that there is fome myllcry intended beyond what appears 
in the letter. But however this be ; he adds, there is one 
good ufc [to be furej that may be made of this, and the 
like difficult places of feripture. They will teach us to 
know our own mediocrity : That we muft not hope to un¬ 
derhand every thing in the word of God, any more than 
in his works. 

Bochart , Ludoiph and others have been at unwearied 
pains to prove Behemoth to be the hippopotamus , the river- 
borfi , or river-ox x found in the Nile. Schultens and other 
literati are as ftrenuous in maintaining, that the elephant 
is intended, and perhaps full as many properties agree to 
the latter as the former. 

0 Schultens making [to bend] the primary notion of this 
root, renders the place thus; his trunk bendeth even a cedar: 

bat 
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Sect. 58. of his fides, thighs or tefti- ftones are wrapt to 

cles, as fo many branches, g«Her. 

,I7 ’are intwined twilled or 


wreathed within one another, 
for their guard and lecurity. 

18 He is in all parts uniform, 
his Imaller bones refemble 
tubes or pipes of brafs : his 
larger ones bars of folid iron. 

19 He may very properly be 
reckoned, as to his bulk and 
fize a principal work, or re¬ 
markably diftinguifhed ani¬ 
mal among the brutal pro- 
dudtions of the Almighty 
Creator; He who at firft 


18. His bones are 
as ilrong pieces of 
brafs, his bones are 
like bars of iron. 

19. He is the chief 
of the ways of God : 
he that made him 
can make his fword 
to approach unto 
him . 


formed hath furnifhed him 


with all his armour*, and fo 
infinitely exceeds him in 

ftrength 


but Mudge thinks here the a& and parts of generation mull 
be intended, nt which time or when the lull is upon him, 
rhe tranfverfe fibres of his belly are perhaps fwo en more 
than ordinary as well as the penis eredled ftrong as a cedar, 
and the finews of the thighs by the eager drain twilled like 
a large rope. That the proper tail cannot be meant is 
plain, becaufe that in both thefe animals is inconfiderable, 
it is familiar in all languages to call the penis fo: it would 
be very hard to apply the name to the probofeis of the ele¬ 
phant [whichcould not be omitted in the description] efpe- 
cially as it is furrounded with the belly and thighs, and 
px is particularly meant of the generative vigour. Gen. 
xlix. 3. By in the next ver. the fame author un- 

derftands an original of <zvbicb there iva j no pattern ; not 
another fuch creature in all the various ways of creation, 
for he was an aquatick animal and yet to have his food on 
the mountains, where all the wild beads haunt, and there¬ 
fore he was to be ready armed with a lharp weapon to 
guard himfelf againft their infuks. 



20. Surely the 

mountains bringhim 
forth food: where 
all the beads of the 
£ekl play. 


21. He lieth under 
the fhady trees, in 
the covert of the 
reed, and fens. 


22. The fhady 
trees cover him with 
their fhadovv: the 
willows of the brook 
compais him about. 


23. Behold, P he 
drinketh up a river, 
and hafteth not: he 

trullcth 
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ftrength as to be able in ■ Sect, 58. 
ftantly to deftroy him. w\r-—' 

The hills produce paftur- 
age and abundant provifion 
for him: upon which he lives 
and does not prey upon, nor 
unprovoked harm any of the 
other cattle that frifk and 
fport around him. 

He retires to lie down and 21; 
reft in places abounding with 
trees and fhade-, to marlhy 

lands and banks of rivers 

•* 

where plenty of reeds grow 

to cover him. 

• * * . 

' Notwithftanding his enor- 22 
mous fize, the fhady trees 
afford him a fufRcient fkreen 
andfhelter: even the willows 
by the water courfes fo 
furround as to, defend him 
from violent heat and the in¬ 
clemencies of the feafon. 

Behold he can fuftain with z 3 
compofure and fteadinefs the 

utmoft 


p The natural force of this word feemefh to be, to la 
leaded with a heavy body . Literally behold , he is loaded with 
a river, he runneth not from it in a fright ; he is fecure though 
Jordan flootdd ijjue out unto his mouth. This iurely, obferves 
Taylor, may agree with the Hippopotamus or fea-horfe, an 
amphibious creature, which diveth to the deepeft parts of 
a river, or of the fca, and even taketh its repofe there, 
after it hath grazed upon the land. But Schultens contends 
that it fujts the elephant much better. However the 
mention Of Jordan cannot, as fome would have it, very 
jh ongly infmuate thi author % country, becaufe it divided 

Paledine. 
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Sect. 58. utmoft violence of fwelling 

rivers and prevailing floods : 

Jobxl.23.hg j s p er fg(5tly ferene and 

fecure, though Jordan’s rapid 
ftreams and raging billows 
rufh upon and are ready to 
overflow him: even cover his 
mouth, which is fufflciently 
guarded againft all injury 
from them. 

2 + Can he then be taken with 
his eyes open, and in fpite 
of all his ftrength by thee? 
or by any means of fnares or 
hooks perforating his nofe,art 
thou able to lead and manage 
him as thou pleafeft. 


trufleth that he can 
draw up Jordan into 
his mouth. 


24. <1 He taketh 

it with his eyes: 
his nofe picrceth 
through fnares. 


Palejiine from Arabia) and therefore might be as familiar 
both in name and qualities to an Arabian as to a Jew: 
neither perhaps is there any where a clear account of the 
precife time when this name was given it. 

9 Bochart reads this interrogatively and as intimating the 
difficulty of taking him any other way than by ftratagem : 
or as Mudge exprelfes it a deceptio <vifus which decoys him 
into a pit-fall where he is caught and hampered. Schal- 
tens neither underftands the former ver, of an infatiable 
thirft: nor this of taking him by fnares: but as an ironical 
order given to jfob openly to attack and render himfelf 
obnoxious to him, intimating how eafily the Almighty 
could fubdue and rule him. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XLI. SECT. LIX. 

Having defcribed the Behemoth, the Almighty 
enlarges on the wonderful properties of the. 
Leviathan. Ver. i, to the end. 


Job xli. I. 

C ANST thou 
draw out r le 
viathan with an 
hook ? or his tongue 
with a cord which 
thou letteil down ? 


z. Canll thou put 
an hook into his 
nofe? or bore his 
jaw through with a 
thorn ? 


Job xli. i. 

D OST thou underftand Shct. 59, 
in what manner to at- 
tack, or by what inftruments xl * *’ 
enfnare the leviathan? Canft 
thou draw him out of the 
waters by means of a fifhing- 
hook ? or is thy ftrength fa- 
gacity or intrepidity fo much 
fuperior to his, that thou 
canft open his jaws and faften 
a cord or line to his tongue 


to force him on dry land ? 

Canft thou approach fo 2 
near him, as after the man¬ 
ner of anglers to throw a r 

hook 


r The learned are likewife divided concerning this ani- 
iv! d, Ionic reckon it the whale, Bochart the crocodile, and 
r ; iters the dragon. Patrick , Madge and many others 
agree with Bcclart in afligning the description to the cro¬ 
codile rather than the whale, the balacna, or dragon: the 
kill of which is luppofed to come too near to the monflrous 
or fabulous to be defcribed fo particularly : it is evidently 
an aquatick, yet not wholly confined to water, of the Ter¬ 
pentine kind: and fuch is the crocodile, a ferpent lifted on 
four limit legs. 

It is pretty certain that as the Behemoth is a wonderful 
production of the brutal fpecies; fo the leviathan a monfter 
of the deep: but of what di'linft clafs of quadrupeds the 
former, or of aquaticks the latter, does not feera hitherto 
fullv afeertained. 

VuL. II. M 



2 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 59. hook binding like the top of 

a reed or bulrufh, and take 
faft hold of his nofe ? or (trike 
a thorn or hook made in that 



Job xli. 


form, through his cheek or 
jaw-bone ? 

3 Will he an humble fup- 
pliant to his vi&orious enemy 
for mercy, throw himfelf 
proflrate at thy teet ? Will 
he ufe the fofteft and moil 


1 


3. Will he make 
many fupplications 
unto thee? will he 
fpeak foft *u:ordi 
unto thee ? 


piteous intreaties to conciliate 
thy favour ? 

4 Will he, wholly refigning 
his liberty, upon thy own 
terms enter into a lblemn 
binding compact and agree¬ 
ment with thee? Wilt thou 


4. Will he make 
a s covenant with 
thee? wilt thou take 
him for a fervant for 
ever ? 


take him, through the ne- 
ceflity of his affairs, or his 
own voluntary offer into a 

date 


9 Bochart and Jxlercer interpret this of the manner in 
which the vanquifhed ufually redeemed their lives from 
being taken away by conquerors; wiz the lofs of their 
liberty, and giving up themfelvcs to perpetual fervitude. 
Neither is this an argument that the author was acquainted 
with the books of Mofes; unlefs it likewife appeared that 
no other nation entered into covenants, or had fuch a 
cuftom among them as perpetual bondage: which Urielly 
fpeaking the Jews had not, for all became free at the year of 
Jubilee . A cuftom poftibly alluded to in the next vers, w hich 
one of the beft philofophers and chriftians this nation has 
produced, in his excellent treatifeon education, condemns, 
laying it down as a fundamental maxim, that we have no 
right to deftroy any thing,, unlefs it be for the prefervation 
of fomething more excellent: and that a habit of cruelty 
to birds or brutes, naturally begets hardnefg of heart to our 
own fpecies, or a certain ftupid ferocity. 



{ Wilt thou play 
with him as with a 
bird ? or wilt thou 
bind him for thy 
maidens ? 


6. Shall the com¬ 
panions nuke a ban¬ 
quet of him ? lhall 
they part him among 
the merchants ? 


7. Card thou fill 
his (kin with barbed 
irons ? or his head 
with fifh fpcars ? 


8 'Lay thine hand 
■ 

upon him, remember 
the battle, do no 
more. 


Book of J Q B. 
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ftate of entire fubjetftion or Sect. 59. 
lafting fervitude ? J 

Art thou able fo perfectly 
to fubdue his natural fierce- 
nefs, and render him of fo 
tradable and gentle a difpo- 
fition as to entertain thyfelf 
with him as with a bird ? or 
bind him, that thy maidens 
may lead him about for their 
diverfion ? 

Shall the friendly locieties 6 
have him ferved up as an 
elegant difh at the iplendid 
feafts ttaty celebrate? lhall 
the parties in trade and 
companies of merchants di¬ 
vide him into leparate lots to 
expofc him to public fale? 

Canft thou fill the whole 7 
body of this monfter with 
javelins, darts or lharp-point- 
ed arrows ? or aim. at and 
lodge in his head in ft rumen ts 
which will transfix it and 
utterly difable him ? 

11 thou wilt engage in this 8 
defperate enterprise, thou 
M 2 mu ft 



r Mercer explains, if erne thou lay thy hand upon him , or 
attempt to do it ; thou v. ilt no more remember the engage¬ 
ment with him, qr with any body clfc; for he will quickly 
difpatch thee. Madge renders upon it , i e. the fifties fpair. 
The next vcr. he underftands as an animated apoftrophe to 
fome foppofed ftander by : inftead of killing him he had 
only awaked him, and the frighted man could not Hand 
the terror of his eyes. This, he adds, gives occafion to 

ver. 



i6 4 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 59. muft give one full ftroke 
I which will not want a fecond : 

* or attack him with the utmoll 
matchlefs violence: remem¬ 
ber, the confequence of a 
battle cannot but be fatal* if 
unawares and in the firft onfet 
he receive not his death wound, 
the next moment thou pe- 
rifheft. 

9 Behold, the confidence of 9 Behold, the hope 

that man who fhall not one be call 
IS Utterly ground- down even at the 
lefs * in as much as the very fight of him ? 

fight is enough to ftun and 
confound him, and in a nearer 
congrefs he certainly dies. - 

10. None is fo 

, r 11 fierce that dare ftir 

to dare to roufe him when him up . who thea 

lying down, or awake him i s able to Hand be- 
from fleep *, indeed none can fore me ? 
do it without the utmoft 
danger: who then oppofes 
the imperfett reafonings of 
his own narrow mind to the 
juftice of my difpen fat ions, 
or will conteft matters with 
me, the maker of this and all 
other creatures ? 

There 

ver. 10. and 11. in which by an unexpected turn inexpref- 
fibly ftrong, God addrefles himfelf to Job, who wanted to 
contelt with God, and who then can Hand the eyes of an 
omnipotent Being, upon whom there can be no prior 
demand of favour. 


10 Noone has courage enough 


vidtory in 
attacks him 
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11. $ Who hath 

prevented me, that 
I ftiould repay him? 
n.vbatfcc'ver is under 
the whole heaven is 

1 

mine. 


12 I will not con¬ 
ceal his parts, nor 
his power, nor his 
comely proportion. 


13. Who can Air- 
cover the face of his 

who 
can 


garment ? or 


II 


There is no one who hath -Sect. 59 
right any more than power k- T v T^ 
to enter into a debate with x l ' 
me; for whole beneficence 
have I ever partook of? who 
hath been before-hand with 
me in fervices, or hath con¬ 
ferred on me the leaft obliga¬ 
tion, that I am any way in¬ 
debted, or fhould make re¬ 
turns ? the whole creation 
is my property, and abfo- 
lutely fubjedt to my dominion 
and authority. 

As to this individual won- 12 
derful creature 1 will not pafs 
by in filence, his various 
parts, his fuperior ftrength, 
nor the exadt proportion and 
perfedl conformity of every 
organ and member to each 
other in the entire com- 
jpofition. 

Who will be fo prefump- 
tuous and daring as to exa- 

M 3 mine 


$ A Parallel Pafiage, Rem. xi. 35. 

u Chappelo'w interprets this, rejecting the tran/Iators 
addition to him who can bring him his double bridle , i. e. who 
can approach to his double bridle? e viz. his lips or jaws 
which are his guard, like a double bridle. But Mudge 
renders within the doublings of his breall plate who can 
enter ? i. e. who can rend the feales that cover his breaft ? it is 
there, fays he, and it is doubtlefs true of modern garments, 
that the vefture of a man opens and difeovers his naked 
body. At the 15 ver. he adds, he compares his back 
[mtO as Prov. xiv. 3.] the feales of it to fo many round 

convex 
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Sect. 59. mine in order to diveft him 

of his fcaly afpett and cover¬ 
ing ? Or who fo fool-hardy 
and defperate as (till to ap¬ 
proach nearer his forbidding 
dreadful face and jaws, with 
defigns to curb and bridle 
him ? 

Who has ftrength any 


*4 


more than courage to force 


e grinders in their 


open the ftrong folding doors 
of his moft frightful mouth ? 
his larj 

great number and circular 
order are truly terrible and 
horrible. 

;i$ His ftrong armour of fcales, 

like fhields for his de¬ 
fence and fecurity, are his 
peculiar and diftinguifhing 
pride ; he feems fo fealed up 
and guarded with them, as 
to bid defiance to all at- 

1 

tacks. 

They 


can come to him 
with his double 
bridle ? 


14.Who can open 
the doors of his face ? 
his teeth are terrible 
round about. 


l 5. His fcales are 
his pride fhut up to¬ 
gether as with a 

clofe Teal. 


convex fhields, lying one by the other with channels be¬ 
tween them, but fo fait locked together as if with a dole 
feal : and renders 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17. 1 will not pa/s 

in Jilence his ftrong limbs , or his Jlately at rays, or the grace- 
fulnefs of his well fet armour. Who hath laid open the face 
of his wgflure ? Within the doubling of his wcjlure who tan 
enter? The doors cf his face who hath opened? I he circling 
rounds of his teeth are terriblenefs. His back is rugged channeled 
pieces of Jhields; the locking of a clofe feal i one of which is fo 
clofe to another , that the wind cannot enter between them : 
that flick fajl each to his brother ; are held one to another fo 
that they canuot be feparated . 



16. One is fo near 
To another that no 
air can come be¬ 
tween them. 


i 7.They arcjoin- 
cd one to another, 
they flick together, 
that they cannot be 
fundred. 


9 

i S. By his w ree¬ 
lings a light doth 
Ihine, and his eyes 
are like the eye-lids 
of the morning. 

O 
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They are fo clofely con-S ect. 

nefted and firmly united, that %53 T^ -1 
thefubtle and penetrating: air - 

• /* r j r p xlt. 

ltfelf can find no empty fpace 
to make it’s way betwixt the 
coherent parts. 

They are fo naturally in- 17 


terwoven,andftrongly cemen¬ 
ted with one another, as if 


they were only one compact 
body, that there is no fepa- 
rating them by human power 
or fkill. 


By his fudden and violent 1 s 
neefings as it were lparks and 
fire are ejected and fcatcered 
M 4 all 


v As it is with many other words of this book, thfcy Are 
to be met with no where dfe, fo this in particular is only 
found here : but the verb Vatajb fleniutare is in frequent 
ufe by the Rabbins in the Chaldee. The Jews lia^e.a tra¬ 
dition, [the reader will pardon the mention of it here] that 
whoever under any diforder before the time of 'Jacob hap¬ 
pened to neefe, immediately died : but Jacob prayed to 
God that it might not be fo for the future: and his prayers 
were heard. For this realbn they fay, every one is obliged 
to thank God that he hath tranfiated him from life to 


death ; referring to this text, and intimating that neefing 
laves life, by the light which it gives. — In conformity to 
tIds ciiHorn the Jews when any neefe s, fay Chejim tob'nn : 


vita bona, fit tibi : in imitation whereof, or as loiiie fay, 


from a plague which appeared firft by this fyrtiptOm, chri- 
JHans blefs one another on occafioh of neefinp. Vid. Bnx - 

O 

tarf. Lexic. Chald. < Tal?nud. &c. col. 1599. The \ptian 


Hiervglypbick For the morning is a pair of crocodiles eyes 
peeping forth from the water, as the Aurora was the harbin¬ 


ger of approaching day,fo.the eyes of this moftfler Appeared 
before its whole body. Oculos ejus praeduros et fine nidll- 
tione patentes. Honzpoil. HitrogL i. 65. * Pier. Val. 
HtcrogL xxix. 3. 
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Sbct. 59. all around; and the motion 

J of his piercing eyes is like 
^ lgt the quick-vibrating rays — 

or his blazing eye-balls in- 
ftantly diffufe light as the 
morning beams. 

19 Out of his gaping wide 
mouth proceed as it were 
torches and flambeaus; afud- 
den flaming eruption burfts 
out with the fwifteft motion 
and the greateft violence. 

20 Out of his noftrils pafles 
in riling columns a conftant 
thick fmoke or reeking hot 

vapour. 


19. Out of his 
mouth go burning 
lamps, and fparks of 
fire x leap out. 


20. Out of his 
noflrils goeth fmoke. 
as out of a 7 feething 
pot or caldron. 


* R. Levi like untimely births, referring to Ifni. Ixvi. 7. 
Jib. Ezra — Like fparks they move this way and that way . 
The ancient poets have the like images- 

Fulmen ab ore venit, frondcfque adflatibus ardens 

In Jpro Ovid. Met. 8 


Et ftygios situs fumanti exfibilat ore: 

Terribilis gemine de lumine fulgurat ignis. 

Sjf. Hal. de ferpente ad Begradani , L. vi 278. 

De Equo — ■ - 

Colleftum premens volvit fub naribus ignem. 

Poflibly it may be expected that fome notice fhould be 
taken of the fchoolmen and fpiritualizing allegorizing 
gentry, who interpret thefe expreflions of the lulls of con¬ 
cupiscence, the preachers of Antechrift, and underlland by 
Leviathan the old ferpent or the Devil. And thoie who 
are defirous of more than a bare notice and mention are 
referred to Gregor. Phillip. Glofs. Or din. Lyran. and Explic. 
Gall. 

7 There being no radix for agmon in the Hebrew^ from 
ghe Arabic it is interpreted to go into a marjhy ground full f 

reeds 



>i. His breath 
kindJeth coals, and 
d flame goeth out of 
his mouth. 


22. In his neck 
rcmmneth ftrength, 
and forrow is turned 
into joy before him. 


23. The flakes of 
his flefh are joined 
together: they are 
firm in themfelves, 
they cannot be 
mo\ cd. 


24. His heart is as 
firm as a Hone, yea, 
as hard as a piece of 
the nether miljldne . 
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vapour, like the (teams of a Sect. 59. 
boiling caldron, or fogs from 
a ftagnated lake. .J ob 

His feprehing breath feems 2 * 
to kindle into a devouring 
fire all the combuftibles 
which are near it: and as if 

1 

his bowels were perpetually 
burning, or a conflagration 
was in his inward parts, a 
flame iflues from his mouth. 

In his hard and callous 22 
neck, the utmoft ftrength 
and vigour feems placed as 
their peculiar refidence, and 
what would alarm and afright 
other monfters is only matter 
of diverfion and triumph to 
him, in all the mifehief car¬ 
nage and deftrudtion he crea¬ 


tes, he glories. 

The fibres nerves and 23 
mufcles which in other ani¬ 
mals are more loofe and flac¬ 
cid, in him are hard as a (tone 
or firm as brafs; as inftru- 
ments ltrongly foddered, or 
as melted metal, they cannot 
by any force be ftirred or 
feparated. 

His remorfelefs cruel heart z 4 
is formed as out of the flinty 
done or folid rock*, yea as 

inflexible 


reels — to be angry , to burn likefire, and Ab Ezra explains 
the word of a fiagnating pool of water heated by the air , 
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Sect. 59. inflexible and obdurate as the 

4k 

fragment of an huge rock, or 
a piece of the nether mijrtone. 

Upon his railing himfelf 
up, and putting on all his 
pride and fiercenefs, the 
ftouteft animals and even 
ilrongefl of men conceive 
themfelves in danger of in- 


25. 1 When he 
raifeth up himfelf, 
the mighty are 
afraid : by reafon of 
breakings they puri¬ 
fy themfelves. 


ftant death: in the utmoft 

4 

confirmation and horror they 
put themfelves in the beft 
pofture of preparation for it, 
confefs their fins and implore 
heaven’s mercy. 

26 Their heft tempered fteel 
and firmed armour he is 
'moreover proof again ft: the 
kedneft flrongeft fword point¬ 
ed at him turns its edge, 
nay breaks to pieces and 

fhivers: 


26. The Iword of 
him that laveth at 
him cannot hold : 
the fpear, the dart, 
nor the 3 habergeon. 


7 Ma^obferves that when he raifes himfelf cut 

of the water, and i—vn:r«n feem to anfwer to each other: 
which latter therefore he thinks mud fignify the furges or 
breakers made by his body: fo it fignifies in Pfalms . In 
iNBnrv be is fOmewhat divided between the fjgnification 
of being in a maze or fvvoon, and of atoning for their fins 
and falling to their prayers as people do in imminent 
dangers. Some render by reafon of their fears they exone¬ 
rate and deanfe themfelves, others they fall proftrate on the 
ground. S. farchi they alienated, or they alienate them¬ 
felves. I hhve followed Scbu/tens* 

a In the margin of our bibies is rendered breajl-plate, by 
Ah. Ezra a coat of male , but others reckon it a miflive 
weapen of the larger fize, like a pike, fuch a one as the 
farijfa, ufed by the Macedonian phalanx; or fuch as were 
Ihot from the balida, or other warlike engines: if thefe 
were not more modern inventions. 
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2 7. He efteemeth 
iron as flraw, and 
brafs as rotten wood. 


2$. The arrow 
cannot make him 
flee: fling-ftones are 
turned with him into 
ftubble. 


29. ^ Darts are 
counted as Hubble: 
he laugheth at the 
fluking of a fpear. 


fhivers: it is the fame with Sect 
the fpear, with miftlle wea- 
pons, lances, arrows, darts J 
and all other inftruments, 31 
whatever human hand'weilds 
them. 

-He eafily fhattefs arms 27 
formed of the hardeft iron or 
fleel as if they were common 
ftraw : and of folid brafs as 
only decayed crumbling 
wood. 

He never fhuns the moft z8 
regular aim, and winged 
flight offharp-pointed arrows: 
neither is he any more im- 
prefled by the multitude of 
fling-ftones dilcharged with 
the exafteft (kill and greateft 
force, than if they were dry 
ftubble or the lighted chaff. 

Engines of deftruclion, 29 
with whatever is dilcharged 
from them, fignify no more 
to him than the bending 
yielding ftubble : he mocks 
at the moft glittering armour, 

and 


b Ezra interprets an inflrinr.cnt to ?nc<vc the jf ear. 
E. Levi* flpikes and flakes* fuch as fifliermen tife, but he 
rather thinks it an engine to batter walls or fortifications. 

u 

It may be difficult to afeertain the particular forms of thefe 
weapons, but as Mudge remarks, they all feem here to be 
exhaufted, which were thrown from the hand, and ffioc 
lroin the bow. Likewife Hones from the fling, which he 
imagines the haliflla, or Hone engine, and the darts flung 
from a dart engine. 

# 
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£> £CT, S9; and vibrating or brandifhing 

of the lance to flrike him. 

xli. 79,30. Without the lead uneafi- 

nefs or danger he can repofe 
his hard and impenetrable 
body on fhells, potfherds, 
or die fharpeft flint-ftones: 

where 


30 . c Sharp Rones 
are under him : 
he fpreadech {harp- 
pointed. things upon 
the mire. 


* Bochart renders pin by tribula which was a little 
cart, or dray, ufed for threfhing corn, made of rough 
boards; and in former times, before the invention of flails, 
it fupplred their place. Mudge obferves, this might be nn- 
derftood of a ruggednefs of belly, but to him it plainly in¬ 
tends the claws ot his (hort legs on which he fquats on the 
mud, which therefore is imprefled as it were with marks 
of lharp points run into it, as if an harrow, or threftiing 
cart had lain upon it. 

Heath renders, he throws himfelf about , the word fignifies, 
To fpread under one in order to fupport or bolfler up. Sub- 
flernit acutum fuper lutum, five in acuta rupo cubet. Job 
xvii. 13. Cant . ii. 5. vid. Coccei . Lexic. and Taylor Heb , 
£ng. Concord. Pliny fpeaks of an ifland called Tentyra , 
which there might be in his time, fince the Nile and other 
large rivers are continually making new iflands, and pro¬ 
bably deferting former ones, tbe inhabitants whereof were 
famous of old for their intrepidity and artifice in fubduing 
crocodiles: indeed he carries his defeription rather be¬ 
yond the bounds of credibility and to a perfect extra¬ 
vagance. et £ €fis kamiimm eji huic belluaead noerfa 

in ipfo nilo Tentyrittc; ab infula qua habitat , appellata . 
JMenfura eorusn parnja y fed pr/rfentia animi in hoc tantum 
ufu mira . Terribilis hie contra fugievtes bellua ef t fugax 
contra infequentes fed adverjum ire foil hi audent. ^uin 
itiam flumini innatant: dorfoque equitantium mode impofiti t 
hiantibus refupino capite ad morfum y addita in os cla<va t 
dextra ac lasua tenentes externa ejus utrinque ut fr&nis 
in t err am agunt capthvos: ac nsoce etiatn fola territos t 
cogunt eisomere recentia corpora ad fepulturam. Itaque uni 
ei infulre crocodili non adnatant : olfafluque ejus generis 
hominum , ut Pfyllorum ferpentes fugantur. Lib. viii. 
Cap, 25. 



31. He maketh 
thedeep to boyl like 
a pot: he maketh 
the fea like a pot of 
ointment. 


32. He maketh a 
path to fliine after 
him; one would think 
the deep to be hoary. 


33. Upon £arth 
there is not his like 
who is made without 
fear. 


34. H He behold- 
eth all high things: 
he ;'/ a king over 

all 



Job 

xli. 3 o* 
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where other animals would Sect. 59. 
receive the greateft preju¬ 
dice, or deeped incifions, 
even upon objects that ex¬ 
tremely hurt or cut them to 
the quick, he fpreads and 
dretcbes himfelf, as upon 
an ouzy bottom, or clayey 
bed. 

In his motions and fpeedy3i 
courfe he puts the briny ele¬ 
ment into a mod violent 
fermentation; its bubbles rife 
like a boiling caldron: he 
covers the fea with froth and 
foam like a Teething pot of 
fcalding ointment. 

He divideth the waters, 32 
and behind him leaves a vi- 
fible fhining track of his 
adonidiing force and pro¬ 
digious bulk: for a Jong 
fpace the whole abyfs grows 
white and as it were hoary. 

There is not his equal, 33 
nor a creature to be in all 
refpefts compared with him 
throughout the animal king¬ 
dom , not one fo entirely 
void of the paflion of fear, 
and defended againd danger. 

Senfible of his perfeftion 34. 
and fuperiority, it is with 

infuk 


J CkapfeIo*w interprets this -— he Ieohs about him njutth con¬ 
tempt and difdain of every thing he fees . Scheeitens fuppofmg 

the 
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Sect. 59. infult and difdain that he all the children of 

beholds the largeft, ftrongeft P ricJe * 

xli. 34. anc ^ ^ erce fl °f other creatures: 

he abfolutely prefides as head 
or Lord over the loftieft and 
mod daring of them. 

CHAP. XLII. SECT. LX. 

Job in the bumbleft terms fubmits himfelf to the 
great Governor of the worlds as only adequate 
to the important employ of regulating all its vajl 
affairs. The Lord Jehovah reproves feverely 
Job’j friends , and declares , they had not fpoken 
of him the thing that was right as his fervant 
Job had. He requires them to bring facrifices 
to Job to offer and make atonement fer them. 
He is reftored to double the quantity of his 
former profperity. The fame number of chil¬ 
dren he had lojl he is likewife bleffed with , and 
leaves the world in a good old age . Yer. 1, 
to the end . 


Job xlii. 1, 2. 

Sect. 60. T^HEN Job with the 

* JL utmoft reverence re- 
J ol > turned the following moft 

x n. 1,2. f u b m jfi] ve fi na i an f W£ r. 1 

I am 


Job xlii. 1, 2. 

e'-F-'HEN Job 
X anfwered the 
Lord and faid. I 
know that thou canft 
do every things and 

that 


the dragon to be meant by the Leviathan , quotes from 
Pliny the celebrated fight of this animal with the elephant. 
Plin . L. viii. 11. and that beautiful defeription, Ovid. 
Met am. iii. with Si 7 . It a/, vi. 185. 

e Kennieot remarks, The fpeech of God to Job being 
finilhed [in which the Divine power is deferibed with the 
utmoft magnificence of language} Job now makes his own 

con- 



Book of Job. 



that no thought can 
Lu with-halden from 
thee. 


5. f Who is he 
that hideth counfe! 
without knowledge ? 

therefore 


xlii. 2- 


I am thoroughly conviti- S«ct. 60- 
ced, that whatever is the 
ot>je£t of an Almighty and 
unbounded power, or what¬ 
ever is pofilble, with infinite 
eafe thou canft perform: and 
that there is nothing in earth 
or heaven which is fo well 
concerted and premeditated, 
that thou canft not break, 
in upon and overthrow, if it 
would obftrutt thy fupreme 
pleafure, or retard one mo¬ 
ment the operations of omni¬ 
potence. 

Who is the mortal man 3 
that hideth and as it were 

fettetli 


confeflion — 1 know , that thou cavft do every things &c. I 
fhould prefume upon the authority of the ancient verfiona 
and the nature of the context, that the verb, now printed 
Jiyp novifli, was originally ns it is ordered 

to be read by Kcri. But this reading is alfo confirmed by 
MSS. 2, 5, 23, and by camh . MS. z. ’Ti3 therefore, he 
adds, flrange, that Mr ProfefTor Chappelov), in his learned 
and very uicful commentary on Job , fhould feqm to prefer 
the printed textual reading; but his reafon for it, though 
derived from Sc bu/tens , is really fur prizing —Thou knowejl^ 
fays he, makes the exprejjictt morefublime. He fubjoins one 
fhould not have expected to find fublimity , if fcnfe y aferibed 
to this reading by any man, who allows miftakes in the 
printed text. Schu/te/Jt did not. The learned remarker 
Jeems to be in the right; all defirable fuccefs is wifhed to 
his indefatigable labour ; and withal that he may not want 
either conltancy and encouragement, or learning and judg¬ 
ment to execute his important defiga. The original Hebrew 
fignifies to know effectually^ to be fully fatisjlcd oj , or ex- 
per hence y and take cfpecial notice of 

f Madge obferves. Job had thought himfelf fecurely in¬ 
trenched within the argument he had fehemed out, that 

could 
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Sect. 6o. fetteth a feal and mark on, 

the infallible counfel, and 
ahl? 3. ext enfive large defigns of 

the all-comprehending mind, 
without being acquainted 
with this counfel, or being 
capable of penetrating thefe 
defigns ? I freely own, and 
moft humbly confefs it that 
I am the man, who am now 
perfeftly fatisfied there may 
be plans of the moft confum- 
mate knowledge and wifdom 
carrying on, where the fprings 
and movements the views 
and ends are utterly con¬ 
cealed from human reach: 
and that I have been endea¬ 
vouring to explain what I 
did not clearly and fully un- 
derftand, curious and won¬ 
derful matters quite beyond 
my depth or limits. 

4 1 commence an humble 

fuppliant, and moft earneftly 
intreat God to hear and I 

will 


therefore have J ut¬ 
tered that I under- 
flood not, things too 
wonderful for me, 
which I knew no:. 


4. Hear, I befeech 
thee, and I will 
fpeak: I will demand 
ot thee, and declare 
thou unto me. 


could bear even the fhock of the divine prefence, but now 
he feels it all melted into nothing, and himielf withal be¬ 
fore that fupreme majefty in perfon. The echo of thefe 
words of God dwells ftrong upon him, as much as to fay. 
Jure enough God had reafon to fay fo % therefore / f>id / have 
heen uttering , &c. He adds, the repetition of his own words 
at the 4th ver. from xxi. 2, 5. and God's xxxviii. and xli. •?. 
is inimitably fine. 1 tnyfelf! prefumptuous wretch! Who 
is I myfeif ? inform God ! I am quire confounded. 



I have heard 
Ol thee by the hea¬ 
ring of the ear: but 
now mine eye feeth 

thee. 


6. 6 Wherefore I 

abhor m\felt\ and 

■ ^ ■< 9 

repent in dull and 
allies. 
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will declare my fentiments: Sect. 6o; 
rather I will afk knowledge 
of thee, and do thou gra- J obxlll, 4! 
cioufly and freely impart it. 

1 have heard and learned § 
of thy perfection and provi¬ 
dence by traditions from our 
forefathers, and by the obfer- 
vations I have been able to 
make upon thy wonderful 
works ; but what is the effeCt 
and imprefilon of thefe in 
companion with the ineftim- 
able favour, powerful con¬ 
viction and ocular demon- 
ftration I now receive. 

Wherefore ftruck with the 6 
glory of the fupreme majefty, 

1 myfelf really fink into va¬ 
nity and nothing: and all my 
requeft is, that in this low 
condition of body and mind 
to which I am reduced, I 
may retratt what has been 
aniiIs, and pafs out of a mife- 
rable life, not as repining at 
any of thy difpenfations, but 
readily and entirely fubmit- 
ting to, and patient under 
thy powerful hand. 


3 1'hat is, as the la! mentioned author has it, 1 repent 
deeply that l ecu hi JLrink myfelf into duji and ajl.es , and l 
; -l myfelf to be no more. Here therefore he adds, it could 
be ended more properly : nor is there the lea! occafren 
1 mkrt the lint fourteen ver. of Chap. \ 1 . 


V.n l[. 


N 


As 
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Sect. 60. As to the fequel, it came 

to pafs* that after the Lord 

•Job u *7'fj ac j fpoken thefe words to 

Joby cxprdfive of his own 
* unrivalled excellence; and 
received his anfwer of entire 
fubmiflion; The Lord faid 
to Eliphaz thcTmanite , being 
the oldeft of the three; I am 

difpleafed 


7. An<f it was 
fo , that after the 
Lord had fpoken 
thefe words unto 
Job, the Lord faid 
to Eliphaz the Te- 
manite, my wrath 
is kindled againft 
thee and againft thy 
two friends: for 
ye have not fpoken 
• of me the thing that 

v 


h As the fame obferves r They had all gone on a falfe 
fuppofition that God’s juftice in his infliftions on Job could 
not be vindicated without Job had been guilty of great 
crimes to deferve them, whereas the proofs of God’s power, 
wifdom and paternal care of the world were fo infinitely 
• manifelled in his works of creation, that he ought to have 
credit for any particular inftances of hardlhip, which they 
could not reconcile with their notions of juftice; for there 
might be infinite reafons for it confident with juftice, with¬ 
out fuppofing any particular afls of the fuffererto have de- 
ferved it, and infinite ways of making him fatisfa&ion 
within the power of God, though beyond all human know¬ 
ledge. To defend their falfe fuppofition, they infilled up¬ 
on falfe fafts of JoP s wickednefs, and a univerfal profpe- 
riry of good men, and fuftering of evil men in this world: 
This Job abfolutely denies and was right in denying, dill 
iledfail however to his religious principles and in his 
allegiance to God [which was the original point betwixt 
God and Satan] only complaining of his cafe fometimes 
with too much afperity [arifing even from the confcioufnefs 
of his own innocence and piety] and even petulance of 
ex predion for which Elihu had juftly reprehended him, and 
thus prepared the way for his full conviftion. 

* Ei-i fome tranflate to me which the prepofitien as Peters 
obferves mod commonly fignifies, yet from a great number 
of examples it might be /hewn like wife to lignify of towards, 
foncerning any thing or perfon, i Kings xiv. 4. — El benah 
concerning her jon, 2 Sam. x. 2. — El-ab-iv — concerning his 
father , Ezek. xix\ 4. VejiJhmenu El-a<vgoim % and the nations 
heard of or concerning him. It fignifies likewiie before or in 
prefence of 2 Kings v. 25. In which fenfe it may. naturally 

enough 



right; as my fer¬ 
vent Job hath. 


S Therefore take 
unto you now feven 
bullocks, and feven 
rams, and go to my 
iervantjob, and offer 
up for yojrfelves a 
burnt offering, and 
my fcrvant Job (hall 
pray for you, for 
him will l accept: 
left 1 deal with you 
after your folly, in 
that ye have not 
fpoken of me the 
thing which is right 
like my fcrvant Job. 
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difpleafed with the difcourfeS, Sect. 6o. 
and do refent the behaviour, 
confequent upon Job's dif- J obxlil,7# 
trefles, which thou and thy 
two friends have exhibited: 
for ye have not ftiewed folid 
wifdom, neither have ye re¬ 
presented my attributes and 
government in a juft and 
true light, as my fervant Joh 
hath done. 

Therefore I advife and 8 
command you, if you will be 
accepted and pardoned, with¬ 
out excufe or delay to take 
unto you now feven bullocks, 
and feven rams, and go to 
my fervant Job y and offer up 
for yourfelves by way of 
atonement and denoting your 
repentance, a burnt-offering; 
and my fervant Job fhall in¬ 
tercede with me for you; 
for him and his pious and 

N 2 chari- 


enough be underflood here. As much as if he had faid, f 
h ive been a witnefs of your whole debate, and muft tell 
you, you have thought uncharitably, you have fpoken 
ralhly, you have reafoned wrong. They had fpoken no¬ 
thing to God either good or bad, and therefore could not 
be faid to haveMpoken to him what was not right. Crit . 
Diff. 4to p 231. 232. 

This, as Mudge obferves. Job had given them warning 
of, xix. 29. And as he adds upon the lover. God feems 
to have chofen the time of turning Job's captivity when he 
had given the finifhing flroke in the nobleil inllance of a 
lublimc morality to the eharafler of aperfeclly good man, 
1.'reiving injuries and praying for the author; of them . 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 6 o. charitable requeft in your 

favour will f accept: be 
x ]1, ' warned and do this ipeedily 
left 1 deal with you as your 
unfriendly impious and unjuft 
cenfures deferve: inafmuch 
as ye are greatly faulty, and 
have not deferibed my dif- 
penfitions in that equal and 
fair manner that my faithful 
fervant Job hath done. 

9 In obedience of this order, 
Eliphaz the Temanite, and 
Bildad the Shtthite , and Zophcir 
the Naamathite , went to per¬ 
form this folemnity, and de¬ 
fire Job's devout interceftions 
to give it weight: the event 
was anfwerable and Job's 
prayers heard and accepted. 

10 And after the manner of 
redemption and liberty from 
the mod intolerable fervitude 
and vafialage, fo the Lord 

relieved 


9. So Eliphaz the 
Temanite, and BiK 
dad theShuhite, and 
Zophar the Naama- 
thite went and did 
according as the 
Lord commanded: 
the Lord alfo k ac¬ 
cepted Job. 


io, And the Lord 
turned the 1 capti¬ 
vity of Job, when 
he prayed for his 
friends; alfo the 

Lord 


k Cocc'rius fuppofes the manner of this acceptance was by 
fome outward, vifible fign ; that whillt Jsb was offering up 
his prayers to God, their facrihces were confumed by a 
flame from heaven. The text fays nothing of this, and it 
was furely abundantly fufficient, that the Lord declared he 
would accept them, or they fhould be acceptable and 
availing with him to all purpofes. 

1 Some underftand by this, that Job recovered from the 
Chaldean and S ah cun robbers the cattle they had plundered 
him of, as Abraham refeued Let's goods: but nothing fur¬ 
ther can be afeertained from the words, but a change greatly 
for cbe better in the patient man's circumltances. 



!.*rd gave Job twice 
,is much as he had 
before. 


11, Then came 
there unto him all 
his brethren, and all 
his fillers, and all they 
that had been of his 
acquaintance before, 
and did eat bread 
withhiminhis houfe: 
and they bemoan¬ 
ed him, and com¬ 
forted him over all 
i he evil that the 
Lord had brought 
upon him : every 
man alfo gave him 
a m piece of money, 
and every one an 
ear-ring of gold, 
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relieved Job from his afflic- Sect. 60 
tions and calamities, 
with an entire forgivenels in ^ X 
his own heart he implored his ’ 
merciful regard to his friends: 
he alfo reftored him to a pro- 
fperous condition, and gave 
him double the quantity of 
wealth he enjoyed before his 
adverfity. 

Probably not much lefsafto- 
niflied, to hear of Job's fecond 
than his firft fudden and en- 

• h 

tire change of circumftances, 
his kindred and former ac¬ 
quaintance came to congra¬ 
tulate* him, on this latter 
happy turn of affairs: and 
were entertained in his houfe: 
they lamented and condoled 
affectionately with him thole 
dreadful pall misfortunes and • 
diftreffes, which, the Lord 
had fuffered to befal him; ^ 

N 3 ' and 


C1 Some underftand by the former of thefe a Lamb , or 
ft rule Sheep : as the Targ. LXX. and Vulg, Some a piece 
of money ftamped with the figure or image of a Lamb ; 
Sicut bos Athenis, et ytAWH teftudo in Pclcponnefo. 
l'rom the Arab . Bocbart and Scbultent underftand yVy? mea- 
jure , a due portion , L c. a fettled weight of money ; or 
money of a particular ftandard that was current with the 
merchants. And an car-ring of gold — i. e. an ornament 
that hung to the nofe, tied by a thread to the fore head, or 
pendant for the ear. Several have remarked as the reafon 
why his children were not doubled in number, like his 
cattle, that they were not loft to God; but exifted though 
not in this yet in another world, 
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Sict. 60. and every man likewife pre- 
^ 0 r v T mmJ fented him with a piece of 
X1K ftandard money and a rich 
and diftinguifhing ear-ring, 
or ornament of pure and 
mafly gold. 

So the Lord blefled with 
the abundance of earthly 
good things, the latter part 
of Job's life, greatly above 
what he had done the former: 
for he had fourteen thoufand 
fheep, and fix thoufand ca¬ 
mels, and a thoufand yoke 
of oxen, and a thoufand fhe- 
afles. 

'*3 As a very defirable addi¬ 
tion to his happinefs he had 
moreover for iflue as before 
feven fons and three daugh¬ 
ters. 

1 4 And he diftinguifhed the 

laft by the names of Jemima , 
Ktziab) and Keren-bappucb . 


And 


iz. So the Lord 
blefled the latter end 
of Job more than his 
beginning: for he 
had fourteen thou¬ 
fand fheep, and fix 
thoufand camels,and 
a thoufand yoke of 
oxen, and a thoufand 
fhe-afles. 


13. He had alfo 
feven fons and three 
daughters. 


14. And he called 
the name of the hrft 
n Jemima, and the 
name of the fecond 
Keziah, and the 
name of the third, 
Keren-happuch. 


* Mudge obferves, the firft daughter might be poflibly 
called from her being born juft a twelve month after his 
reftoration. The other two in the eaftern way from fome 
much valued perfume or ointment. The firft name 
fignifies day, or the light of day. The fecond plea- 
fant fpice , or fragrant perfume. The third horn of 
heauty or perfection of it, alluding as fome think to the 
fibium with which they painted to improve their beauty. 
However, if as the learned and judicious Peters fuppofes. 
Job himfelf was the author of this performance; fome- 

where 



11And in all the 
land were no women 
found Jo fair as the 
daughters of Job : 
and their father gave 
them inheritance a- 
mong their brethren. 


16. After this lived 
Job an hundred and 
forty years, and faw 
his Tons, and his 
0 , fans Tons, men 
four generations. 
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And in all that country, Sect. 6o* 
there were no women to be 
found of fo exquifite a form, j 0 ** xin * 
excellent a beauty^and com- 
pleat -in all perfonal accom- 
plifhments, as Job *$ daugh¬ 
ters : and as was the cuftom 
of thefe early times, their 
father gave them a propor¬ 
tionable ihare in the di- 
vifion of his large and 
rich pofleffions among their 
brethren. 

After this Job's life was 16 
prolonged in profperity to 
the date of a hundred and 
forty more years: and he. 
had the pleafing profpeft 
of numerous defendants in 
their different fucceffions to 
the fourth generation, hav¬ 
ing great great grand chil¬ 
dren. 

N 4 As 


where here abouts his narrative ftriflly fpeaking muft 
end: and what follows have been added by fome editor, 
as the relation of Mojess death at the end of Deutero¬ 
nomy doubtlefs was. 


0 Sons font, as the ingenious and learned Mudge in¬ 
timates muft mean the defcendant 3 of his fons at large, 
down to the fourth generation, for otherwife they would 
make but three, himfelf included. 



t u 
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|Bect. 6p. As is the appointed com- 

J mon lot of all men, Joh at 
Jo^ x n. j a ^ q U j tte j t hj s mortal ftage, 

? having enjoyed a large fhare 

of, and being fully fatisfied 
with living in, this world. 


17. So Job died 
being old and full of 
days. 


fhe End of the Book of Job. 


A PARA- 


A 


paraphrase 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Pra&ical, 

OH THE 

Book o i PS ALMS. 


P S A L M I. S E C T. I. 

Effential folid happinefs derived from avoiding vice 
and praflifing virtue . Conflant thought and 

reflection 7 iecc]fary in order to thefe. The con - 
fequence a perpetual progrefs and improvement: 
earthly profperity and future acceptance . The 
contrary often perplexed and diftrejfed here ; and 
certain to be hereafter feverely punifhed. The 
compiler or collector of the pfalms y is fuppofed 
to be the author of this , and to have deflgned it 
as a general preface . 


Psalm i. i. 


■TJ^ESSED is 
X3 the man that 
walketh not in the 
counfel of the un¬ 
godly. 


Psalm i. i. 

A ccording to aiis EC T. i. 

juft meafures of life 
and happinefs, moft^ubftan-. PsALM 



a Literally, the blejfedmfs of y &c, i, c. all bleflings 
Attend him, or greatly happy and inexpreffibly bleifecl is 

the 
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Sect. i. tially blefled, or truly happy 

is the wife and good man; 

^ salm {j r j^jy g Uarc j s hi s mind 

againft imbibing corrupt prin¬ 
ciples, and the tenour of his 
life from vicious courfes : if 
he be furprized into an error, 
or- unthinkingly commit a 
trefpafs who fpeedily reforms; 
at leaft, who never perlifts 
and deliberately proceeds in 
wrong fteps, fo as to confirm 
evil difpofitions, contract im¬ 
moral habits, and become 
utterly irreclaimable. 


godly, nor flandeth 
in the way of fin- 
11 ers, nor fitteth in 
the feat of the fcorn- 
ful. 



the man, &c. The expreflion is emphatical; and there is 
obfervable in the ftruflure and fenfe of the following words 
a beautiful climax, gradation or amplification. It is 
happieft never to confent through any infinoations or evil 
examples to do wrong: but if inexperienced youth (hould 
be enfnared, they may yet recover themfelves by a timely 
repentance; and if they do not immediately fee their error; 
yet if they are convinced before they are hardened in fin, 
and have rendered it an invincible habit, they may be re< 
ftored. The following lines may not feem impertinent to 
the poetic reader. 

Virtus ell vitium fugere, et fapientia prima 
Stultitia caruilTe ■ 

To be good is to be happy ; angels 

Are happier than men becaufe they’r better 

Guilt is the fource of forrow ? 'tis the fiend 

The avenging fiend that follows us behind 

With whips and flings: the blefT’d know none of this. 

But reft in everlafting peace of mind 

And find the height of all their heaven is goodnefs* 
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., But his delight 
in the law of the 
i t'Kn, and in his 
i.nv doth he b medi- 
ute day ami night. 


3. And he ftiall 
he like octree planted 

bv the c rivers of 

/ 

water, that bringcth 
forth his fruit in his 
feafon ; his leaf alio 
fhal’ not wither, and 
whatloever he doeth 
lhall profper. 


z« 


But fteadily renouncing all ^ CT * 

communication with vice and 
fdlly, his higheft pleafure . PsALM 
confilts in forming his tem¬ 
per and condudl agreeably to 
the divine laws of everlalting 
righteoufnefs: and that he 
may perfectly underftand in 
order uniformly to obferve 
thefe, he conftitutes them the 
fixed fubjeft of his ftated at¬ 
tention and daily contem¬ 
plation. 

Continual progrefs and the 3 
nobleft improvement natu¬ 
rally follow: as a fruit-bearing 
tree which is well watered, 
and in every refpeft fituated 
to the greateft advantage, 
ufually anfwers the planter’s 
pains and flourifhes*, is loaded 
with a plenteous and feafon- 
able produce, and adorned 

with 


k The Il eh. denotes -fomething of an rmperfeS low xiut- 
f i>g or humming voice.in ftudying or muling: and day and 
flight, figni fy continually without unnecejfary re?niJJion, or un- 
wea> if, il\ y without any long interruption. 

c I he radix figni Tying to part , divide or diftribute, the 
word properly rendered, is rivulets , Jluices or fmall hollows 
cut to convey waters from a river, lake, or fountain to 
fome garden or pafture. Might not trees in the land of 
Judea fo fituated and watered, preferve their leaves through 
every feafon: the cedar,olive and palm-trees, the two firft 
of them are faid to be green all the year: the other long 
to retain its verdure. The fame fimile occurs in Plato's 
P»7of «p %viqv 9 and in Homer's ytytvttpivov 6 K &t<ts 

*ryfr. 
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with an undecaying mod 
verdant foliage; fo excellent 
beneficial and truly honour¬ 
able fhall this deportment 
render him : and through the 
prudence of his meafures with 
the concurrence of provi¬ 
dence, his defigns and honefl 
endeavours fhall generally be 
crowned with all defirable 
fuccefles. 

The cafe is quite the re- 
verfe with the workers of 
iniquity: for a while they 
may appear to profper; but 
with no other fupports than 
thofe which vice affords, they 
can no more long maintain 
their ground, or Hand the 
tell of leverer vibrations, than 
the dry dull, or light chaff 
does keep its place, when the 
tempefl rifes and hurricane 
difperfes it all abroad. 

Wherefore it may be fully 
depended on, that the im¬ 
pious and immoral will not 

be 


4. The ungodly 
are not To : but art 
like the chaff which 
the wind dmetb 
away. 


5 .Therefore the un¬ 
godly {hall not '{land 
in the j udgment; nor 
finners in the c con- 

grega- 


d The radix, as has been noted, fignifies to rife from 
kneeling or lying on the ground, and to rife again to life aft r 
death ; and as driueth aixay in the preceding ver. denotes 
dej}ruftion t or fuch a difperfion that they are never to be re¬ 
gathered fo as to enjoy happinefs : by rifmg or fanding 
feems meant a future exiftence, and refurreftion to ellablifh- 
ed and eternal felicity. 

c The word tranflated congregation perhaps may be better 
rendered, the appointed time , the fettled period of future 

judgment 
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gregation of 
righteous. 


the 


I #9 


6. For the Lord 
f knoweth the way 
of the righteous; 
but the way of the 
ungodly ihall perifh. 


be able to luftain the ftiockSECT. i. 

of a general refurredion : or v — 
ftand a ftrid and impartial. PflAL “ 
trial, at the appointed time, 1 * ^ 
of a future difcrimination and 
everlafting judgment: nor 
the impenitent and incorri¬ 
gible be admitted to join in 
the communion, or fhare in 
the blefiednefs of the heaven¬ 
ly grand aflembly, who are 
all righteous. 

In the natural courfe of6 
things, and by the unalter¬ 
able laws of the original 
Creator and final juft judge 
of all, the difpofitions righ¬ 
teous men cherilh, and the 
adions they perform both 
recommend them to his fa¬ 
vour, and tend to and end in 
perfedion and happinefs : 
whereas the courfe wicked 
men foolifhly purfue, and will 
never be reclaimed from, ne- 

ceffarily 


judgment and everlafting difcrimination. The original 
denotes fomething appointed as to its circumftances of 
time and place by proper authority — as an aflembly for 
afeftival folemnity or anniverfaiy commemoration : and the 
pafl'age feems borrowed from courts of judicature and 
counfel among the Jews. 

f Not Amply knoweth, but as the word often fignifies, 
know with tbe ajfeflion that men commonly have for their in¬ 
timate acquaintance and familiar friends , i e. approve, di - 
Jiinguijk, love and reward: thus Matt. vii. 23. as D . 
Kimcbi has it, agnofeit ac prefpicit ad bene faciendum ilia. 



( 
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ceflarily involves them in the 
greateft mifery and endlefs 
deftru&ion. 


PSALM II. 

The impiety and vanity of all attempts to fubvert 
or deftroy a government and conftitution which 
the Almighty bath ejlablijhed. The abfolute ne- 
ceffity of dejifting from thefe attempts , or in the 
end moft feverely fuffering . Suppofed to have 
been drawn up by the prophet Nathan to cele¬ 
brate King David 5 j coronation ; or as an anni - 
verfary hymn to commemorate their union, and 
his fettlementy in the kingdoms of Judah and 
Ifrael. It is quoted as very pertinently appli¬ 
cable to , if not originally defigned for the times 
of the Mefiiah. 


Psalm ii. i. 


Sect. i. T 717 HAT grounds and 
- v— V V reafons are pretended 
Psalm 0 r can be afiigned, for thefe 

II X ^ 9 

unufual commotions among 
the neighbouring powers, 
and the threatningafpeft they 
give themfelves ? And the 
people who have not in any 
refpedt been injured or mo- 
lefted, what fudden frenzy 

has 


Psalm ii. i. 


W HY do the 

heathen A 
rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing. 


G The radix properly lignifies to afjemble with nzlje ard 
tumult: and the latter phrafe to rewlve in their minds 
feigned, groundlefs fufpi cions t and fallacious i m e>i*s connfels , 

which mull end in nothing;. 


j 



Bvok cf Psalmj. 
has feized them, 




2. h The kings of 
the earth fct them- 
fclves, and the rulers 
take counfel toge¬ 
ther againft: the 
Lord, and againft 
his anointed, faying. 


3. * Let us break 
their bands afundcr, 
and call away their 
cords from us. 


that they 9 ficr. r. 
cannot be content with peace, 
but concert meafures and en- ,T SALM 
gage in enterprizes, which 11, U 
muft difappoint them, and 
can never prove fuccefsful. 

Earthly potentates and the - 
governours of furrounding 
nations, are vifibly making 
the greateft military prepara¬ 
tions : and have in concert- 
formed plans of operation 
indeed are already up in arms 
againft the great and good 
God, and in order to depofe 
the man whom he himfelf 
bath anointed and conflicted 
king and ruler. Their in- 
folent profane language is 
plainly as follows: 

Let 11s by an invafion of 3 
their territories, diflolve their 

fcheme 


h L lit kadis fuppofes the interrogation to be continued—- 

why do the kings of the earthy make them ft lues to ftand? to 
riff 4/p in arms, to make infurreftion ? a?id the rulers meet in 
cnc ajJ'emhh, join together their united force , as foldiers in an 
army or fenators in council ? 

* 1 * 

* Bands and cords foinetimcs denoting tyranny andflavery, 
corruption and cruel opprejjion; they have been interpreted ot 
the bondage wheretoith the neighbouring clans threatened 
David; and this verfe as fpoken by him. The expreflions 
feem originally taken from oxen and the manner of fattening 
on their yokes: they rather appear to be put into the 
mouths of their combined enemies, than to be rhofe of 
David, who afterwards fpeaks, and declares in whom he 
founded his hopes of vi&ory. Literally, Let us pull or fnap 
a funder the chain, and fling or hurl out the llrong breathings 
0 ! the chain, or fplices of the rope . 



igz 
Sect. i. 
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fchemc of government, fet 
afide their authority, or en¬ 
tirely free the fubjedl from 
any further allegiance or fub- 
jeftion: let them no longer 
bear the name of a commu¬ 
nity, have lords to rule over 
them, or laws which have 
any force of restraint in them, 

+ In their own efiimate they 
may appear formidable; and 
timorous men by their proud 
boaftings may be put into an 
extreme confternation; but 
he who is infinitely exalted, 
even feated on a glorious 
throne in the higheft heavens, 
lhall look down upon them, 

impious dark de¬ 
contempt and ab- 
he who dire&s all 


and their 
figns with 
horrcnce: 


events will eafily throw con- 
fufion on their deepeft poli¬ 
cies, and defeat their utmofl: 
power. 

j When every thing feems 
ripe for execution, and they 

flatter 


4. 1 He that fic- 
teth in the heavens 
fhall laugh: the Lord 
fhall have them in 
derifion. 


5. > Then /hiall he 
fpeak unto them in 
his wrath, and vex 

them 


k This defeription of the Omnipotent Bein^ is figurative 
and plainly borrowed from the manner in which people 
placed in exalted ilations and fecure of them, commonly 
treat the extravagant efforts of impotent envy and ma¬ 
lignity. 

o ' w 

1 MuJge remarks on the force of this particle. i e. 

*Thr. fame moment they talk of rebelling, God -O'all ipenk to 
them what comes in the next verfe, and drive them Jicad ■ 
long : pi3 eaprdfes harry and precipitation] the moment 

thrv 
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them in his fore dif- 
plcafure. 


6. Yet have I fet 
my king upon my 
holy hill Of m Zion. 


flatter themfelves that fucceft S * CT - I - 
is certain ; then hd who long 
kept filence, fliall exprefshis ii P$ALM 
difpleafure at their inventions 5 
ih a voice creating terror: 
and full of indignation bring 
upon them calamities and 
tribulations which are both 
unavoidable and infupport- 
able. 

Whether they will re- 6 
cognize; or will ftrive to de¬ 
throne him whom God hath 
exalted-, yet in fo many words 
hewill pofitively afiure them, 
that the man who holds the 
fcepter doth not ufurp it, l 
have inverted him with the 
enfigns of royalty, and placed 
him upon my holy hill of 
Zion; from thence, in con- 


they do one, he will do the other. Cocceius renders it tiers- 
fore , it fometimcs fignifies prefently, by and by, and does it 
not here rather e.xprcfs the certainty of the event in due 
feafon, than the precife moment when it fhould happen fin 
tiie following expreflions, the fenfe feems to increafe to a 
peculiar ftrength and vehemence — lie Lord flail laugh —■ 
deride—[peak aloud—vex diflurb and defroy them. 

m After David had laid fiege to Jertfalcm , and by the 
bravery and conduft of Joab taken it, beaten the Jebufitet 
and carried the ftrong fortrefs of Sion or Zion by afTault or 
ftorm, he made his refidence there: He enlarged and for¬ 
tified it from Millo inward round about, and called it the 
city of David ; whillt Joab rebuilt the reft of the city, and 
iurrounded itwith a ftrong wall; and from that time it be¬ 
came the Metropolis of Judea . 2 Sam. v. 8 i Cbron . xi. 6. 
L'tdvcrf Hijf. Vol. II. p. 214 IV. 62, 

Vol. II. O formity 
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Sect. i. formity to my eternal 

to iffue forth regula- 

PsALM • r t & r 

^ 6 tions tor the government of 

my people. 

7 I will avowedly declare, 
the fovereign precept or in¬ 
violable purpofe and order of 
unchanging heaven in my 
favour with regard to this 

O 

folemn tranfadtion : upon my 
inveftiture to this office'and 
authority, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords faid ex- 
prefsly to me, thou art my 
Ion image and vicegerent; 
this day have I, as it were, a- 
freth begotten and appointed 
thee to a new kind of being 
and different ftation; from 
being only a fubject, thou 
art advanced to be a lawgiver 
and ruler. 


7. n I will declare 
the decree: the Lord 
hath faid unto me, 
thou art my fon this 
day have I begotten 
thee. 


Thou 


* Nudge reckons, that thefe cannot be the words or’ 
Da-'id, for he is fpoken of throughout this Pfaim as a 
third perfon. That they are probably fpoken by Natbav. 
There is a peculiar concifenels in many of the exprefiion* 
of thefe ancient poetick writings, the perfon is often fud- 
denly changed; and which is more, therefeemsto be fomc 
difficulty according to the ordinary rules of grammatical 
interpretation in uhderftanding this of Nathan rather than 
Da<xrid. Hammond renders, I will tell of a decree , c^diemnee^ 
law, precept, oath or covenant All kings have had this 
ftile or title given them, of being the children of God, and 
the day of fheir accefiion or coronation has been common¬ 
ly called their birth-day, or the birth-day of the empire: 
w-hen apply’d to Christ, we are.thereby to undfrftandth* 
day of his rifing from the dead. 

t 

I 
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8 . Aik of me, and 
I Jhall give thee the 
heathen for thine in¬ 
heritance and the 
uttermoft parts of 
the ° earth for thy 
pofleflion. 


, Thou art fo entirely de- &BCT * 5 8 - 
voted to the ftudy and prac- ^ J 
idee of wifdom and integrity, . Ps g LM 
and fo highly in my favour, 
that only form thy requeft 
and I will certainly grant it: 

4s it an extenfive territory ? 
toefides Judea I will give into 
thy hands, as thy rightful 
and perpetual inheritance or 
pofleflion, heathen countries 
and the moft diftant places 
and cpnfines of the known 
world. 


<). Thou fhalt P 
break them with a 
iod .of iron, thou 
fhalt dalh them in 
pieces like a potters 

vdTel 


And as to any oppofition 9 
or difeouragement from the 
utmofl: power of man, thou 
Ihalteafily vanquifhit: thofe 
upon whom gentler methods 
have no effect, as with .an 
iron feepter, by force of arms 
thou fhalt iiibduej or if they 
O 2 be 


1 If earth or land, ns the word fometimes firnifies, de- 

O' 

r.otcs the earth or land of Judea, and the bounds or extreme 
parts of it, t lie countries of the Phi/fines, Moabites , Idu- 
\ntans, Syrians, Sec. thefe were literally conquered and fub- 
jefted by David: fo that Solomon in j Pfa/m lxxii. had do¬ 
minion. as the Chaldee paraphrafes, from one corner of the 
great fea to another corner of it, from Euphrates to the ends 
or bounds of the land. And when David faith, Pfalm lxi 2. 
from the ends of the earth veil 11 cry unto thee , he doubtlefv 
meant, not from any foreign country, or remote and ob- 
feure corner of the globe, but from beyond Jordan. 

p Some render, not break but rule or feed them. The 
v .ord fignifies to break to pieces , or deftroy the power ol a 
nation: neither is it fo intelligible, to feed with a rod or 
feepter of iron. 
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Sect. i. be obftinate and refraftory, 

irreparably deftroy them* like 
unto a broken and ufelefs 
potter’s vefiel. 

Aft prudently, lay afide in 
time, your hoftile intentions 
and confult pacifick meafures, 
O ye ambitious monarchs: 
and ftudy the laws of wifdom 
you partial judges, who enaft 
them for others, or deter¬ 
mine their meaning and 
direft their execution ; learn 
before it be too late what is 
juft and equal and confider 
your own true intereft. 
ii Your early refleftion and 
more confiderate fober relo- 
lution may have important 
effefts; and the happieft in¬ 
fluences upon the commo¬ 
nalty; who may eaflly be in¬ 
clined by your example, to 
yield themfelves fervants not 
to man but to God; whom 

you 


io. Be wife now 
there refore, O ye 
kings, be inflrufted, 
ye q judges of the 
earth. 


n. Serve the 
Lord with r fear 
and rejoice with 
trembling. 


9 


Grot i us obferves, that the Hebrews, Syrians, Sec. called 
all fupreme magiftrates and generals by the name of fudges, 
whom the Pfalmift wifhes to make themfelves to underjia?id, 
i. e. to aft with more prudence and reform their errors. 

r Another reading has been propofed, ^ trujl in 
him voith great reverence, But fince fear and trembling in 
other paffages denote diligence caution and circumfpeSHon, it 
can hardly be neceflary to depart from their ulual fenfe, 
meerly becaufe a verb comes between them: The meaning 
then will be, fate care above all things that ye ~ferve the 
Lord, and rejoice in him , 
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12 . 5 Kifs the Ton, 
left he be angry, and 
ye perifli from the 
way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a 
little: blcfl'ed are all 
they that put their 
iruft in him. 


you refill till you acknow- Sbct. i. 
ledge the king whom he 
hath enthroned: you may •• SALU 
felicitate yourfelves on the”’ U 
honour of becoming allies, 
tributaries, or even fubje&s 
of fo equal and gentle a go¬ 
vernment :,and when you en¬ 
joy the ineftimable privi¬ 
lege, ought only to beware 
that you do not through a 
prevailing licentioufnefs abufe 
and pervert it. 

Give publick teftimonies 12 
of the higheft refpedt to the 
fon, .the truly anointed of 
God : by your embafladors 
fend coftly prefents and enter 
into the firmed treaties: if 
you negleft the invitation, or 
trifle away the opportunity, 
you may incur his difpleafure 
and loie the way of life and 
happinefs •, for be fure of it, 
a fmall degree of his pro- 

CD 3 voked 


’ That is render him the molt refpetfful and dutiful 
homage. Per if from the right way, fome interpret as an 
"Hebrew phrafe of the fame import with that Dent, xxxii. 
viz. to per if from counfel , or to be void of counfel, or not to 
inouo what to do. Caftellio, lop all you have , And others 
left you peri/h by being trodden under his feet , i. e routed dif- 
perfed and deftroyed. The Syriac renders when his wrath , 
&c .for his wrath will foon be inflamed, othew willfuddenly. 
Sec. Does not our ,own rendering convey the nobleft image, 
that a flight lhare, or fmall degree of.his difpleafure muft 
fcj' fatal. 
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Sect .t- voked wrath will iflue in your 

ruin -j mod wife and truly 
y u l2 happy fhall they prove to be, 

who fubmit to his authority, 
and implore and rely on his 
protection. 


PSALM IIL SECT. II. 

Appearances much againft David, from a growing 
revolt of his fubjecls, and a moft fpirited oppo - 
fit ion \ neither is it fuppofed that the Almighty, 
would afford him further help. He profeffes his 
reliance on the Almighty , implores his affiftancc y 
and promifes himfelf a frefh cccafion of publickly 
declaring how feafonably he had received it y and 
obtained a compleat victory. c An hymn or ode 
of king David, when he was reduced to the 
hard mceffity of feeking perfonal fafety , by a 
fudden flight from an infurretlion of his fubjebls 
headed by his fon Abfalom. 


Psalm iii. i. 


SECT. 2. 



in. i. 


M OST merciful God, 

to what a degree of 
ftrength and numbers are 

they 


Psalm iii. i. 


L ORD, how are 
they increafed 
that trouble me ? 
many are they that 
rife up againll me 1 


1 Nudge has a remark here that is well worth attending 
to, it is as follows. “ As to the title of this Pfalm or any 
4t other, it feems that very little ftrefs is to be laid upon 
i ‘ it: fo far from being a key to the meaning, that a ftri<ft 
u adherence to it very frequently confounds the meaning. 
44 The prefent Pfalm feems rather to be compofed with a 
“ view to a combination of foreign enemies ; perhaps thofe 
in the foregoing Pfalm: it feems fo I fay, froni the Iaft 
44 words, thy blejjing is s^jer thy pcsple." The general remark 

defer ves 
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they in a very fhort timefSEc-r. 2. 
grown, who diftrefs my go- w 
vernment, and reduce me to 
uncommon ftraits ? To what m ‘ 


an height of menacing ap¬ 
pearances and formidable 
multitudes is this ftrange op- 
pofition and unnatural infur- 
re£tion arrived ? 


•2. Many there be 
which fay of my 
foul, there is no help 
for him in God. u 
Sclah. 


’Tis pofitively afferted, 2 
that they will carry all before 
them 5 and that I have no 
chance to lave either crown 
or life; unlefs miracles were 
to be wrought in my favour; 
which they fay, confidering 
his conduct he can have fmail 


3. But thou, O 
Lord, art a fhield 
for me, my glory 

and 


grounds to hope for, nor even 
common mercies. This in¬ 
telligence has been brought 
and confirmed. 

Notwithftanding my pe- 3 
culiar extreme perplexities, 
Q 4 and 


deferves confideration: though the argument for the par¬ 
ticular application doth not appear to be fo fully con- 
clufive. 

u The meaning of this word feems only conje&ured at; 
fome confider it as a mufical note or a direction to the 
fingers to flop and paufe, others underftand it in the fame 
fenfe as amen fo be it, or (9 it verily fhall be. However 
this verfe is fuppofed to allude to a proverbial fentence faid 
to be in every one’s mouth at that time, and greatly to 
prejudice Dqviefs affairs : viz. this, Ei quifuratus ejl ovem 
[ Bethfabeam ] et occidit pajlorem [Urjamj poteriteffe falus ? 

\ t. Can there be fafety to him who fiole the Iheep 
/V/vr, and murdered the ihephcjrd Uriah ? 



200. 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. z. 



Psalm 
iii. 5. 


f 


r*-' 

r ■ 



and their very fanguine ex- 
pe£tations, my good God, 
when I have folicited thou 
always has moft gracioufiy 
vouchfafed timely fuccour: 
thou haft advanced me to 
the higheft earthly dignity : 
as thy gift I glory in it: 
thy power alone can fupport 
me in it *, and as low as my 
head at prefent hangs down, 
I do rely upon thy providence 
to raife it up again, remove 
my reproach, and reftore me 
in joy and triumph to my 
crown and kingdom. 

Under all my variegated 
paft misfortunes and dangers, 
never over much depending 
upon human fuccour, I al¬ 
ways dire&ed to the omni¬ 
potent Deity my moft ardent 
fupplications,and early reaped 
the benefit: as from hjs holy 
place and palace royal in the 
higheft heavens he lent a 
gracious ear: it was fpeedily 
rnanifeft that he was neither 
deaf to my cry nor uncon¬ 
cerned For my fafety. 


and the lifter up of 
my head. 


4. I cried untcj 
the Lord with my 
voice, and he heard 
me out of his v holy 
hill. Selah. 


Befet 


w This feems plainly to refer to Zion where the taber¬ 
nacle flood and the ark was kept, where th<^ Almighty 
afforded vifible tokens of an extraordinrry prefence } and 
which was a type of heaven. 
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I laid me down 
and flept: I awaked, 
lo,r the Lord fu- 
'umed me. 


6. T will not be 
afraid of ten thou¬ 
sands of people, that 
have fet tbem/elves 
againft me round 
about. 


7. Arife, O Lord, 
fave me, O my God ; 
for thou hart x fmit- 
ten all mine enemies 

upon 


Bcfetwith threatening evils Sect. 2, 
and calamities, yet fecure of 
the divine protection, I have S * LI ^ 
frequently quitted my anxious * 5 * 
thoughts, dilmifled my cares, 
and repoled my weary limbs 
with the founded: deep; I 
have awoke abundantly re- 
frefhed and in perfect fafety, 
as I was fully perfuaded I 
fhould do, for the Almighty 
preferved and defended me. 

I will not be difeouraged ^ 
or intimidated by the greateft 
multitudes of enemies: not 
though they encompafs me 
on every fide, and are pur- 
fuing me from all quarters; 
fo that to all human appear¬ 
ance, it feems impoffible I 
fliould efcape them : 

Fruftrate not, O Lord, 7 
the vigour and refoiution my 
truft in thy help infpires; do 

not 


y As, fit again/} tne round about, feems to have been an 
ufunl idiom for any way of prejudicing, attacking , doing barm 
to, to this for prevailing over, or fucceeding, bringing to Jbarne , 
or putting to flight. The next expreflion feems a fimilar 
one borrowed from wild hearts, particularly the lion, when 
his teeth, or the inllruments whereby he defends himfelf 
and feizes his prey are broken or beaten out, fo that his 
jage becomes harmlefs, or in Englifh toothlefs. Hoflinnab 
rendered falvation, fome interpret as properly an exclama¬ 
tion and wifli of victory and triumph, others, which makes 
no great difference, an epiphonema doxology or benedifiion . It 
ligiyfies help , deliverance Of frfety , 
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Sect. 2. not long delay, O my God, upon the cheek-bone* 

declaring tjiy regard, and in- thouhaft broken the 

iii. 8 terpoling with thy power for 6 

my refeue and iafety: it is 
agreeable to thy promife, 
confiftent with the courfe of 
thy providence, and what in 
a multiplicity of inftances I 
have experienced, that thou 
haft humbled ungodly proud 
men, and defeated and put 
to confufion all who have 
hitherto unjuftly rifen up 
againft me: however wild 
their rage or furious their 
onfets, they have early re¬ 
treated and difperfed or 
fallen. 

8 I place my entire truft in 8* Salvation he - 

an Infinite God, who alone l ° n & eth “ nt ° the 

j , , Lord: thy blelung 

can deliver, that in the pre- upon th ' 
fent extremity, the event ftiall Selah. 
fhew that he will gracioufly 
do it: thou haft vouchlafed 

i 

innumerable favours and 
mercies to thy people who 
worfhip and lerve thee in 
truth and fincerity: in no 
one inftance where they ratio¬ 
nally and properly depended 
on thee, haft thou ever failed 
them. 


f 
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PSALM IV. 

'the divine ajfijlance invoked. The author's enemies 
iidmonifhed to lay afide their corrupt and vain 
dejigns , and learn the offices of kindnefs and duties 
of virtue . By a behaviour agreeable to the divine 
laws a divine 'protection might be depended on , the 
extreme benefit whereof upright pious men had 
always experienced . A p falm or hymn of David 
to be performed by the * majler of mufick Upon 
Jlringed infiruments. 


Psalm iv. i. 

H EAR me when 
I call, yOGod 
of my rightcoufnds: 
thou haft enlarged 

me 


Psalm iv. i. 


I N fuitable correfpondent Sect, •*. 
providences, moft gracious 

/> i • i 1 S A LM 

God, make it appear that iy I# 

thou 


* The three mafter muficians were Jfaph> Hemab and 
Jeduthun and their Ions: their ftringed inftruments Were 
tne NcbbeJ % Kihnor , ail'd 7 feitfel The two firft are con- 
ftantly tranfiated harps and pfalteries; though they were 
both inftruments with firings, yet there was this difference 
between them : the one was ftruck with a quill or bow, as 
our citterns and violins are; and the other with the fingers, 
as the lute ; the notes of the one were made and differenced 
with frets and ftops, and of the other by the feveral firings. 
The r.chhd had twelve firings, which made twelve feveral 
notes; the Kiinor had but ten firings, and the notes 
were made with ftops and frets : the Nebbel therefore, ac¬ 
cording to this defeription, might be tranfiated a harp, fior 
the feveral firings made the feveral notes, and it was ftruck 
with the fingers, and the Kinnor was like our violins, ftopt 
bn the frets, and play’d upon with a bow. The I'/elifel 
we tranflate cymbal, which feems to have been neither an 
inftrument by wifid, nor firings, but fome broad inftrument 
of brafs that was beat upon to make mufick, as a tabor: 
and the leaft choir that could be, confuted of nine violins* 
two harps, and one cymbal. See Lew. Heb. Repub. B. fi. 
p. 17b. 

y Two fubftantives are well known to be commonly 
uied in the facred language for ah adjective and fubftancive, 

therefore 
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A Par aphrase on the 


Sect . 2. ^ thou regardeft me when I 

^ ^ ec,are t ^ le trut h, requeft 
tv. i. juftice and implore afiiftance: 

i recollect with pleafure and 
gratitude, refpeCting my paft 
life and its vicifikudes, that 
thou haft opened a way for my 
deliverance and enlargement 
from a peculiarly embarrafled 
and diftrefled ftate: let me ob¬ 
tain favour in the prefent cafe, 
and hearken to my afting the 
part of an advocate, arbi¬ 
trating and pleading in my 
own behalf. 

2 O ye defendants from 
men of character and emi¬ 
nence; how long will you, 
in dire<ft contradict ion to all 
honour and principle, endea¬ 
vour to reduce him whom 
God hath exalted, to the 
lowed degree of difgrace and 
mifery? how long will you 

throw 


me when I was in 
di ft refs, have mercy 
upon me, and hear 
my prayer. 


z. O ye * -Tons of 
men, how long will 
ye turn my glory 

into fhame ? h^w 
long will ye love va¬ 
nity, and feek after 
leafing? Selah. 


therefore the fenfe may be O my righteous God ! but fome 
interpret the words, O thou who art the Protestor of my jujt 
caufe . It is very obvious as to the following phrafe how, 
being confined to a narrow compafs in point of place denotes 
affliction and adverfty: having a large quantity of fpace y or 
extent of room t profperity and happinefs. 

2 Itf’N is fuppofed here to be exprelTed by way of 
diftin&ion from QiN 'D2 and to denote the Tons of con- 
fiderable perfons: fome render the next phrafe from the 
Greek how long with a grievous evil heart , for an obftinate 
perverfe mind will you endeavour to leffen and reproach my 
exaltedJlation ? delight in feditions treafonable practices : in- 
dufrioufy propagate the mojt barefaced falfehoods „ 



3. But know that 
the Lord hath fet 
apart him that is J 
godly, for himfelf: 
the Lord will hear 
when I call unto 
him. 
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throw out the fouleft afper- Sect. 2, 
fions and feditious calumnies ■ 

againft my juft and mild ad- . Ps * LM 
miniftration; fomenting jea- 
louftes among my fubjefts 
and flattering yourfelves with 
hopes that cannot but de¬ 
ceive you. 

Not without unfeigned fur- 3 
prize at your ignorance or 
inconfideratenefe, I muft 
freely inform you, that the 
everlafting God whom you 
cannot relift and profper,hath 
truly feparated him who is 
devoted to his fear and fer- 
vice to be his reprefentative 
and enjoy his peculiar pro- 
teftion: there can be no 
ground to fufpeft, that the 
Almighty will defert, or will 
not fupport him whom he 
hathfo eminently diftinguilh- 
ed: upon my humble requeft, 
the Lord of earth and 
heaven will certainly be 
prefent to all purpofes of 
guardianfhip and falva- 
tion. 


Where 


a The Heb. fignifies that which is abundant, uncommon 
very extraordinary . When applied to piety and virtue it 
denotes a character complete in all its parts and branches, 
particularly in relation to benevolence fuch as isdifmterefUd 
and unmerited, unexpected.,and truly heroitk in kind qi 
degree. 



■ 

tto 6 A PARA*>HRAS Z.M.the 


Sect. 2. Wherefore,ifhumanpower 
’ ' 1 be not fufficient to deter you 

5y S * LM from forming evil defigns 

againft virtuous upright men, 
furely the divine arm is j and 
x you ought to dread the 

thoughts of finning and prar* 
voicing his wrath, which will 
fall heavy upon you. When 
your paffions are in no tumult 
or hurry, in your evening 
Hill retirements you would 
do well to command, and re- 
folve more properly with 
yourfelves, and defift from 
your enterprises: it is highly 
expedient before you proceed, 
to confider the confequences. 

5 Farther, as expreflions of 
true penitence, and of folemn 

engage- 


4. Stand in awe 
and fin not: com¬ 
mune with your owrl 
heart upon your bed^ 
and be foil. Selah. 


5. c Offer the fa- 
crifices of righteouf- 
nefs: and put your 
truft in the Lord. 


The I.XX. Vulg. S>r. Arab, and Adthiop. interpret. 
zrnfdmini , or fi irafdtnini, and in this fenfe the Apoftle 
Eph. iv. 26. feeras to refer to the paflage as a caution a- 
gainft finful anger. Is not the plain meaning as follows. 
if you are not afraid of my power, yet tremble at the thought 
of finning, and provokipg the terrible refentments of divine 
omnipotence: foberly debate the matter when you are 
alone in your calm retreats with vour thoughts more com- 
pofed : and ceafe for the future from precipitate meafurcs 
and all violent proceedings. 

c There are different interpretations of this paftuge, 
Madge fuppofes the author to have fncrificed, and to have 
received the fignal of favour. He adds, whether by the 
light of God's countenance, be meant fome luminous 
appearance, joined with a voice from the fnn&unry, or 
fome extraordinary blaze in confuming the facrifice; or 
whatever clfe it be, certain it is that God fianifred his ac- 
ceptance by fome fign of favour; of which vve fhall fee 

numerous 
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Wgageflient for a future bet> Sect. z. 
ter obedience, offer facrifices 
and implore pardon: efpe- ***** 
cially which is the moft ac- ,V ' 5f 
■oeptable facrifice to God, 
abide by thefe engagements, 
flnd ftridtly obferve all rules 
of righteoufnefs; then you 
will have rational folid ground 
to hope and truft in Almighty 
God for forgivenefs and all 
defirable mercies. 


6. 7here be many 
chat fay, who will 
fiicw us any good ? 
Lord, lift thou up 

the 


There are too many among 6 
us, as if they were not only 
diffident of my abilities and 

wifdoin. 


numerous inftances in the pfalm9. Is not the learned au¬ 
thor here nodumin feirpo qu<erens ? An excellent fenfe, whe¬ 
ther it be a ftriftly juft one or not, I find given of this verfe, 
*viz. ftriftly obferve all rules of rightcouinefs, which is the 
moft acceptable facrifice to God ; and then you will have juft 
grounds to truft and rely on him. He proceeds, but docs 
it not too much reftrain the fenfe, there are too many fac¬ 
tious people, who are daily afking, what good they have 
received, nr expert from me and my government. Lord, 
be thou pic.iled to blebs my reign with fome remarkable 
fucccfs, fome publick benefit, and this will be an effectual 
anfwcr to thofe feditious queflions. It is added, David 
might rejoice at the plentiful crops of his mutinous fubjefts; 
as for other rcafon§, fo efpecially becaufe he hoped they 
would look upon it as God’s blefling on his reign, and to 
difpofe them to loyalty and peace. May not the plain 
meaning be, place us in eafy comfortable circumftanccs, at 
a diftancc from thefe dangers and calamities ; and we will 
rejoice as hulbandmen and farmers commonly do at the 
getting in of their richeft harvefls. By facrifices of rigbteouj- 
Hammond underftands the peace-offerings s or oblations of 
thankfgiving for deliverance, as contradiftinguifhed from 
‘he bolocault. Pfahnli. 19. 



268 A Paraphrase 

Sect. 2. wifdom, but even of divine 
v - v— 1 ' providence, exprefs them- 

iv PS 6. LM f clves as follows — who fliall 

in proper rules of aft ion ihew 

as what is to be done, or 
adjuft and direft our affairs 
in a right manner, that our 
lives may be eafy and com¬ 
fortable and our eftate prof- 
perousand flourifhing? Great 
and good God, do thou en¬ 
courage and fupport us with 
the cheering light of thy 
favourable afpeft upon and 
kind regard, to all matters 
that concern us, and we are 
fully fatisfied. 

7 Hereby thou wilt infpire 
us with more ftedfaft hopes, 
and fill our hearts with more 
joyful glorious profpefts,than 
theirs can poffibly be without 
this, whofe harvefts are moft 
rich and plenteous, or who 
are flocked with the neceffa- 
ries conveniences and all the 
choiceft delicacies of rural 
life. 

S' DifmifTing then all undue 
folicitude-, when the evening 
fhades invite to reft, I will 
indulge nature the welcome 
refrefhment of peaceful num¬ 
bers and a found repofc : for 
thy vigilant providence only, 
all-powerful God, is my fc- 

curity 


on the 

the light of thy ccTrik 
tenance upon us. 


7. Thou haft put 
gladnefsinmy heart, 
more than in the 
time that their corn 
and their wine in¬ 
creased. 


8. I will both lav 
me down in peace 
and fleep: for thou 
Lord only makeft 
me to dwell infafery. 




of Psalm s. 




curity, whether I lie down or Sect. 2. 
rife up, go out or come in, 
and I entirely depend upon . g 
thy care to keep oft* all danger, 1 


Psalm 


PSALM V. SECT. III. 

A devout addrefs to the Almighty . Courage 
gathered from the corrupt morals and aban¬ 
doned character of enemies \ and from protnifes 
to be becomingly thankful for deliverance . An 
effect a l conduct requejted on account of obferving 
malicious /pies.- Their due ebajlifement wijhed: 
and the welfare of the upright . A pfalm of 

David dire tied to the d mafter of muf.c to be 
performed in the tabernacle » 


Psalm v. i. 


G IV E ear to my 
words, O Lord, 
coufider my medita¬ 
tions. 


Psalm v. i . 


B E pleafed, all-difcerning Sect. 3. 

Deity, to attend to my 
declaration, as if the ftate of v 
my hazards readily entered 

into 


d Some interpret, To the tnaftr t or the nxind’itiftrnptents: 
which were trumpets to be blown by the prief s, when they 
uerc minirtnng in the fervico; firit along plain blart,then a 
bl.iit with breathing and quiverings, then a long plain blalt 
again ; and they never blew, but tliefc three Blalts went 
together. Another wind inflrument that they ufed, was tt 
pipe, haut-boy, or cornet, or fom« fuch Jtiud wind-mu fie* 
This inftrumenc was not conftancly ufed at the altar eVfery 
Hav, as the trumpets, kc, were; but ic was blown only 
twelve days in the year, aval, upon the killing the fir.il paf- 
on the firfl holy day of the paflover 'week, on the 
hoi v day of Pentccoll, and on the eight days of the feall 
of tabernacles. Lew, fieln Pep. B. ii. p. 176. 

Vql. II. P 
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Sect. 3 
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A Paraphrase on thv 

into tby liflening ear*, and 
weigh with the true balances 
of an impartial judgment my 
inarticulate mutterings, and 
imperfectly expreffed peti¬ 
tions, as if my miferies were 
ranged in the exaCteft order 
before thee, appealing to thy 
juftice and exciting thy com¬ 
panion. 

As though thou kindly 2. P 
inclinedft thy glorious head, the v01< 
difpofe thy. moft gracious Q^ d . ir 
mind to a ready and earned: w jh f p 
attention to the ftrong report, 
or moft loud noife of my dif- 
treffed cry for help; O my 
king to whom I am truly 
fubjeCt, and my God whom 
alone I worJhip and confide 
in: for my rcqueft is that 
affairs may be fettled by thy 
foie arbitration. 


Every morning, righteous 
Lord, fiialt thou hear my 
exalted voice ; early as the 
dawn of waking light, the 
ufual time of judgment, will 
I humbly prefent in due order 
my caufe and arguments; and 
as a moft diligent and faith¬ 
ful watchman from a tower, 
will obferve the conduct and 
expeft the afiiftance of thy 
providence. 


2. Hearken unto 
the voice of my cry, 
my king and my 
God : for unto thee 
will I pray. 


3. My voice flial: 
thou hear in the 
morning, O Lord ; 
in the morning will 
1 dirett my prayer 

unto thee, and will 
look up. 


Which* 



Book 

4 For thou art 
ku .i (iod that hath 
j h-.iiurc in wicked- 
. is ; neither (hail 
il dwell with thee. 


q .The foolilh (hall 
iiotiUndin thy fight: 
:}iou nil work- 
* is of iniquity. 


(.. / hou llialt de- 
firoy tiiem that (peak 
’eahug : the Lord 
will abhor the bloody 
and deceitful man. 


of P s £ M 3 , a 11 

Which in due time I do Sect. 3 - 
promile myfelf, for thou art — 
not fuch a God as heathen y PsALM 
divinities partial and mifehiev- 
ous,delighted inthofea&ions, 
which making no difference ' 
betwixt right and wrong 
throw all human affairs into 
the utmoft diforder and con- 
fuffon; neither fliall the alar¬ 
ming diffracting feenes of 
malice and hatred, mifehief 
and yiolence, ever be admit¬ 
ted to be eftablifhed with 
thee, in the peaceful abodes 
of rhy holy city, and heavenly 
dwelling. 

The overrun and diffracted 5 
with their own vain glory 
and foolifh conceit, fhall not 
in religious wo’rihip prefent 
themfelves before thee the 
moft high God : thou wilt 
(hew very little favour to 
thole whofe conftant b 11 finds 
and muff affiduous labour it 
is, to create trouble and dif- 
turbanco. 

Thou wilt fome way, by the 6 
lots of their harveft, wafte of 
theirfubftance, or fome fignal 
judgment bring them to cer¬ 
tain deftruftion, who deceive 
with pernicious known falfe- 
hodds; anrJf have not the lead 
regard to their affirmations 

? 2 pro- 
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ECT. J 



A Paraphrase cn the 

profefllons or promifes: as if 
he was an idol and compe¬ 
titor with him for glory and 
fupremacy, the fclf-exiftenc 
Being who killeth and maketh 
alive, (hall utterly abominate 
him who is guilty of the atro¬ 
cious crimes of wilful murder 


and perfidious impofture. 

7 But as for myfelf who am 7* Hot as for 
fully confcious that I have * ' con } c * nu 

. ' j ,./• thy home in the 

always lupported a quite dif- ro ' ltiwdc of thy 

ferent mercy 


c There are eight things [fays Maimonidei in Zephi 11 ah, 
per 5 ] that the perfon who prayed was to obferve to do: 
to (land, to fet his face towards the temple, to compofe his 
body, to let his clothes hang decently, to fit his place, to 
order his voice, to bow, and to worfhip. The moutain of 
the houfe was thought the leall holy, and JavP.um fauclorum 
was properly eileemed to be the holiclt of all. The mountain 
of the temple was more holy than jerufalem. The chel 
was more holy than the mountain of the houfe. The court 
of the women was more holy than the chel. The court of 
Ifrael was more holy that the court of the women. The 
court of the priells — than the court of lfracl. Between the 
porch and the altar , was more holy than the lower part of 
the court. The Temple was more holy than that. 
The Oracle, or within the veil, was moll holy of all. See 
Lew. Antiq. Ilcb. Rep. B. iii. p. 419. 

The temple not being built till Dan.'id flept with his fa* 
thers, by holy temple Aiould be meant the inner part of the 
tabernacle, where the ark of the covenant was, or the holy 
of holies: toward which thofe who worlhipped in the taber¬ 
nacle always turned. For the confeflion or prayer was of 
no force, unlefs the perfon flood with his face towards the 
temple : out of the land they were to look towards it: in 
the land of lfrael toward Jerufalem : In Jerufalem toward 
the temple: In the temple dired their prayer towards the 
fanduary : In the fanduary turn towards the mod holy 
place. Lew. Antiq. B. iv. p. 487. 


9 
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mercy : and in thy ferent charafter, I depend Sect. 3. 
f.ar will I worth 1 p upon thine infinite mercy, 
toward thy 10 y j am at p re fent denied 1 > 1 ALM 

uinpc ‘ the unfpeakable privilege, V ‘ 

vet that in due time J fhall 

0 

be reftored to thy houl'e, to 
pay thee my fincereft and 
mod thankful acknowledg¬ 
ments : and in thy holy place, 
conformably to thy divine in¬ 
itiations moft religioufly 
adore thee. 


3 . Lead me, O 
Lord, in thy righ- 
teoufnefs, becaufeof 
mine enemies; make 
thy way ftraighc be¬ 
fore my face. 


g. For there is 
ro faith ful nefs in 
their mouth, their 
inward part is very 
wickednefs, their 
throat is an open 
fepulchre, they flat¬ 
ter with their tongue# 


In the mean time, O thou S 
God of all wifdom and righ- 
teoufnefs, inftruft me, and 
particularly guide every Hep 
I take, by thy precepts of 
the exadteft prudence; on 

account of mine enemies who 

■ 

are moft vigilant to obferve 
and malicious to exaggerate 
the lead elcape or error: re- 
prefent thy laws in the ftron- 
geft point of view to the eyes 
of my mind, and in no in¬ 
stance that can give occafion 
may 1 unawares fwerve from 
them. 

Nothing would more gn*- 9 
tify and highly delight them 
than a pretext or handle, to 
avail themfelves of to my 
greateft difadvantage and ut¬ 
ter ruin j for they havenoftea- 
dinels of principle, are under 
no reftraint of piety honour 
JP 3 or 



2i4 yf Paraphrase on th $ 

Se ct. 3. or common honefty: the 

vileft paflions and moft cor- 
v. 9* LM ru ptdefigns brood upon their 

hearts: as infedtious peftilen- 
tial vapours exhale from open 
graves fo do reproaches, and 
the wickedeft calumnies fume 
from their envenomed throats: 
they fmooth and flatter with 
their deceitful treacherous 


tongues. 

1 o If they are not the innocent 
muft be undone, therefore 
O thou Almighty and moft 
righteous judge pronounce 
them guilty, and deftroy them 
as they have deferved: let 
them fall and dye by means 
of thofe very confultations 
and horrid fchemes which 
they have aimed at murder¬ 
ing others : by a fudden and 
violent ftroke drive them 
out from among mankind, 
for their multiplied prevari- 
cationsandiniquities: becaufe 
they havt wilfully difobeyed 
thy exprefs commands, and 
moft wickedly confpired to 
dethrone the king whom thou 
haft anointed, and fubvert 
the government which thou 
haft conftituted. 

n But as does not yet happen 
to fome of them, let all un- 
cjefigning fincere perfons, 

who 


10. Deftroy thou 
them, O God ; lei 
them fall by their 
own counfels: call 
them out in the mul¬ 
titude of their tranf- 
greflions, for they 
have rebelled again*; 
thee. 


11. But let all 
thofe that'put their 
truft in thee, rejoice: 
let them ever Ihout 

for 
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flxr joy : becaufe 
thou 1 defended 
them : let them alfo 
that Jove thy name 
be joyful in thee. 


12. For thoi*, 
Toro, wilt blefs the 
righteous, Cvith fa¬ 
vour wilt thou com- 
pafs hint as with a 
6 Ihield. 


who hope and truft for fafety Sbct. 3.' 
and protection in the care of * 
thy providence and the uni- PsAtM 
form obedience of, thy laws^ 
ever be chearful eafy and 

happy: in their- uncommon 
Juccefies and daily growing 
profperity, give them occa¬ 
sion of joyful Tinging ^nd 
loud acclamation \ making it 

vifible that thou doft effec- 

• . 

tually guard and fecure them: 

Let moreover all advocates 
for homage and fubjeCtion to 
the genuine attributes, tini- 
verfal dominion, and eminent 
diftin&ion of the only true 
God, and kin«* of the* Ifrae- 
lites , rejoice in the^ their 
iafe-guard with exultation. 

For thou fountain of exi- 12 


ftence and falefffednefs, it is 
perfectly agreeable to the 
rectitude of thy nature, thy 
fettled laws and exprefs de- 
V 4 clarations. 


f Michael:s renders covers and protefis with wings, as 
with an helmet or umbrella to keep off the fun’s heat, or 
to (helter from the rain. 

6 The Heb. fometimes fignifies a thorn , book f or a pointed 
weapon as a fpear, and the words might be rendered* thou 
nvilt encircle him with fpear s , f pear men, fpiculatores : but it 
feems more natural to underhand it of a target, buckler or 
jh'\eld\ j^irticularly of the clypeus major , which was called 
‘Tfinpak [the word in the text] and large enough to defend, 
the whole body both from hoftile attacks, and from the 
lolar heat : which was worn by the infantry : the lefs ma- 

gixrim 
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Sect, 3. darations, that the inoffenfive 

anc ^ benevolent fhould be 

XS A LM i | | • ■ « r 

IZ nappy 5 and his integrity or 
virtue remarkably diftin- 
guiflied : doubtlefs with pe¬ 
culiar marks of thy fettled 
favour, and the kindcft afpeft 
of thy providence on all his 
affairs, as with an overbading 
Helmet or impenetrable fhield 
thou wilt environ and defend 
him. 


ginnirn, and ufed by the horfemen. Nothing was more 
difhonourable than to leave thefe behind them in battle. 
*Thejhield of the mighty was vilely cafi away. I Sam. i. 31. 
The* had them engraved with their names and warlike 
deeds; hence w/hen they had done nothing memorable — 
blank Jhields. They anointed, furbi filed and covered them 
with a cafe, hence uncovering the field, &c. Jfa xxi. j, 

yxii. 6. Lc*w. B. v i* p 348. 
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PSALM VI. 

The removal or alleviation of fome bodily dif- 
order implored. An affeEling defeription of the 
extreme weaknefs, &c. occafioned by this dif - 
order. Mortality by it deprecated as denying 
further opportunities for religious duties and 
acknowledgments: additional circumftanees of 
mifery mentioned: particularly the reproaches 
Jhculd he not recover, that would load his me¬ 
mory. Suppofing his prayer anfwered , he tri¬ 
ton bs, aad brings his enemies on the ft age 
as greatly dif appointed and full of vexation . 
ithe occajlon , fame prefume , to be the death of 
Abfalom, fome that of the child by Bathfheba, 
and others, which feents moft probable, fome 
tedious and threatening malady. A pfalm of 
David to be performed by the mafter of mufick 
in the tabernacle with eight ftringed ioftru - 
tnents. 


P 5 A LM vi- I, 


O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thine 
anger, neither chat- 
ten me in thy hot 
liifpleafure. 


Psalm vi. i. 


M Y Creator and A 1 -Sect. 

mighty Lord, thou 
haft an undoubted right to f IA 
difpofe of all thy formations, V1 * *' 
and I confefs I have deferved 
to be corredted; chaftife me, 
but let it be with the kind 
affedtions and gentle ftrokes 
of a good father, not with 
the heavy blows qf an hoftile 
arm : thy milder difeipline I 
do freely fubmit to, but fez 
me not feel thy feverer 

fcourges 
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fcourges, thofe marks of thy 
high difpleafure which arc 
quite intolerable. 
z Let thy pity and terider- 
nefs be moved good God, 
my ftrength fails and very 
vitals languifh and are de¬ 
cayed : Merciful Lo r d , exer- 
cifc me no farther, but re- - 
cover my health, for through¬ 
out my bones and limbs- I 
am in terror, under confterna- 
tion,they are violently fhock- 
ed and unable to fupport me. 
3 My whole animal fabrick 
is in the greateft conflict and 
agony, all on a fudden thrown 
into the mod dreadful dif- 


i. Have mercy 
upon me, G Lord; 
for I am weak: O 
Lord, heal me; for 
my ' h bones are 
vexed. 


3, My foul is a! id 
fore vexed : but tbou 
OLord, how long? 


order and confufion * but thou 
moft merciful God, who 
canft eafily relieve, to what 
future period wilt thou con¬ 
tinue thefe grievous 1; afflic¬ 
tions. ; 

Make 


* 1 

: , • I 

.. V.-.. , .... 

» fc Jav/esnus and Hammantf interpret this word in the 
greateft latitude, as it often figjiifies, for the members of 
the body, then the body itfelf, and even the whole fub- 
flance or being : for hisentird perfon, efpecially his thoughts 
foul and heart: but that feems to follow in the next ver. 
as Job xi. 5 Pfal. xxxv. 20. translated, vexed figni- 

fies to be fuddenly feized with fear; to be terrified: to be 
thrown into a conilernation, which is attended with hurry 
and tonfufionof mind; whence fome have reckoned it a 
pajfclytick difordejy or an .aguilh complaint which the 
Pfalmili laboured under, others an pxtreme dejection and 
lowncfs of fpirits. 
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+ i Return, O 
Lord, deliver my 
foul* Ofavemefot 
thy mercies fake. 


j. For in death 
(here is no remem¬ 
brance of thee : in 
the grave who ftiall 
give thee thanks ? 


Make good God my na- Sect. 4. 
T u.ral-ftate to return, even my 
health and vigour of confix 

tution: extricate my'life from ' * 

thefe manifeft threatning 
dangers, from this almoft 
defperate hopelefs 1 fituarion': 
correfpondent to thy town in¬ 
finite benignity, and from 
the motives of thy eternal 
mercy, remove my diftrefies 
and bring me to a ftate of 
peace, fafety and profpe- 
nty.’ 

For in that diflolution or c 

J 1 

mortality "which Lam appre- 
henlive of, and “indeed towards 
which there is the ftrongeft 


tendency in my whole bodily 
frame, there is no farther op¬ 
portunity, for the (benefit of 
the living, of making grate¬ 
ful mention, or leaving fuit- 
able memorials of thy in- 
eftrmable favours; in the 
grave and invifible ftate who 
fhall confefs thy name, or 
bear a publick teftimony to 
thy aftonifhing mercies ? 



i The exprefllons' are beautiful and ftriking, «««■/<?, 
ptipe, falvum me fac. e Turti about to, lay hold of, fa*ve me. 
In reading, one almoft hears the cry, fees the arms ex¬ 
tended to be feized, and is an eye-whnefs, to a perfon 
£nking, or in extremity of danger. 


v\- 
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Sect. 3- 



Psalm 

vi. 6. 



As the induftrious with 
long and hard labour, fo am 
I exhaufted, quite fpent with 
the weight of pain and grief 
which forces continual fighs 
and groans; whilft others 
enjoy comfortable reft and 
deep \ my bed, as if floating 
on feme river, is bathed in 
fweat or tears: I diflolve and 
deftroy my couch with the 
briny torrents from my gufti- 
ing eyes. 

My countenance, once 
lively and chearful is vifibly 
altered, and mine eyes dimi- 
nilhed and funk through cor¬ 
roding 


6. * I 4m weary 
with my groaning, 
all the night make 
1 nay bed to fwim: 
I water my couch 
with my tears. 


7. Mine eye b 
confumed becaufe of 
grief; it t waxtth 
old becaufe of all 
mine enemies. 


* The poetick reader may not be difpleafed with the 
following lines. 

From his big heart o’ercharged with grievous forrow ; 
See the tide working upward to his eye. 

And Aealing from him in large hlent drops. 

Without his leave. — 

■ Thy tears are no reproach, 

Tears oft look graceful on the manly cheek, 

The cruel cannot weep, Lo ! Friendlhip’s eye. 

Gives thee the drop it would refufe itfelf. 

k The Radix, as 71 lodge very juftly obferves, does no; 
■ fignify age in the fenfe of decay , rather to beer age <u 'itbout 
decaying to enjoy a vigorous old age — likewife to remove 

from place to place, and to leave ofr fpeaking-fo that 

might it not be rendered, mine eye looks all around, or 
rather ceafes to look for or expert any human fuccour. 
But might not the word better be applied to his grief than 
his eye; and the fenfe be that his grief was fixed obfinatt 
and unaltered , through the malignity of his enemies. 
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8. Depart from 
me, all ye 1 workers 
of iniquity, for the 
Lord hath heard 
the voice of my 
weeping. 


9.The Lord hath 
heard my fupplica- 
tion ; the Lord will 
receive my prayer. 


roding exceffive grief: they Sect. 3. 

grow dim and almoft entirely 

dark, or my forrows are m- vi s * LM 
veterate through the numbers * 7 ' 
policy and malignity of my 
reftlefs and implacable ene¬ 
mies. 

In my utmofl perplexity, s 
and though I am prefled 
upon from all Tides, my fear- 
ids heart bids defiance to 
your perfecution; you plot¬ 
ters and vile confpirators, 
you may defpair of ever fuc- 
ceeding fo as to deftroy me, 
for a mod merciful God, I 
am fully allured, hath attend¬ 
ed to my piteous cries and 
flowing tears. 

I repeat it, and am latis-9 
fied, the God of all power 
and mercy, hath regarded 
my tender fupplicating fpirit 
to obtain his mod free and 
undeferved favour i the im¬ 
partial and eternal judge will 
take it to him fell, as his pe¬ 
culiar charge to arbitrate and 
decide : the event will de¬ 
clare that fuch appeals and 
addrefles never can be re¬ 
jected. 

And 


1 By rxvrken of iniquity Miu^ge underflands them that 
praftiie idol fuperlliuons. 



A Paraphrase 

Sect. 3. And when it appears to all 

the world that my helper is 

viA^ Almighty, and that he hath 

difTipated all my pains and 
fears, mine enemies will be 
in the greateft diforder and 
Full of uneafinefs: when up¬ 
on enquiring after my health 
in hopes to hear of my death, 
they are informed of my per¬ 
fect recovery, they will be 
in the utmoA confufion; like 
one who has met with a fud- 
den difafter where he doubted 
not of fuccefs, or been de¬ 
feated in the moment he ex- 
pefted to triumph. 


on the 

10. m Let all mine 
enemies be alhamed 
and fore vexed: let 
them return and 
sflhamed ftiddenly. 


™ Some render this of their converflon and repentance^ 
but the LXX. and Arab, of their flight and difperiion. It 
has been obferved, that the optative mood is ufed in the 
tranflation, when the Heb. is in the indicativefuture tenfc ; and 
wheu it would conned bell to interpret in the fame tenfe 
with the original. Then the fenfe will be — Tbe Lord hath 

n 

heard: the Lord will receive my prayer: and as the 
effeft thereof, not let all , &c. hut all mine enemies jhall bt 
confounded. 


PSALM 
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PSALM VII. 


SECT. IV. 


The author’s hope and truft. His requeft. His 
imminent danger. He pro lefts bis innocence as 
to the charges brought againft him . He renews 
his petition to Almighty God for an impartial 
determination , fo ftjould the people extol his 
juftice. Some time he further intimates this 
juftice Jhould appear ; the righteous be honour¬ 
ably diftinguifhedthe wicked fuffer condign 
punijhment ; and the perfect equity of the di¬ 
vine providence he univerfally celebrated. A 
fong or pfalm of David, which he fung unto the 
Lord with refpeti to fome exprejftons, and igno¬ 
minious bafe treatment he had received from 
Culh the Benjamite. 


Psalm vii. i. 


O Lord my 
God, in thee 
do I put jny truft: 
fave me from all 
them that persecute 
hie, and deliver me. 


2. Left he tear my 
1 'oul like a lion, » 
renting /'/ in pieces 

while 


P S A L M vii, I. 

T HROUGH my whole s EC t. 4 ; 

ftrangely diverfified life, s—v~- 
I have confided, O Lord P aALN1 
my God, in thy power and vu * I% 
providence, and I ftill do it: 
fotne way, do thou now pre- 
ferve and defend me from the 
pernicious defignsof all them 
that perfccute me *, and free 
me from the greateil danger, 
even from inftant deftruttion. 

It is fufficiently evident, 3 
that the implacable head of 

this 


n A different interpretation has been propofed, and is 
countenanced by all the tranftations except the Cbald. para- 

phrafe. 
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Sect. 4. this dreadful combination, is . while then it none 

too full of rancour and unre- 10 deliver * 

^Psa^lm j cnt i n g hatred, if I fall into 

^ ’ his hands, to fhew me any 

more mercy than the wolf 
does the hind, or the rave¬ 
nous lion the harmlefs lamb; 
neither does any other power 
but that of an omnipotent 
Being in this deplorable cir- 
cumftance feem adequate to 
my defence and fecurity, in¬ 
deed I have no one befides to 


depend on. 

3*4,5 O thou certain and only 
unerring judge of it, I can 
and do appeal to thee for my 
innocence! If I have actually 

done 


3,4and 5. OLoro 
my God, if I have 
done this; if there 
be iniquity in my 
hands: ° If I have 

rewarded 


phrafe, viz. inftead of renting in pieces, to render and vent 
to redeem , none to deliver. The fenfe is not greatly altered 
whether the one or the other be preferred. 

0 Conformably to the Syriac, the Greek, the Vulgate , the 
Arabic and Jlpcllinarivs tranjlation it has been propolcd to 
give the verie a nobler fenfe and more like the Chrillian 
doflrinc, thus, If 1 repaid evil unto l b/: who did me evil; 
yea I have delivered him that without caufe is mine enemy, it 
is added, the Syriac and Chaldee too read a word near in 
letters, but different in fignification, which feems more 
adapted to the place, for nsVPN* and make the 

fenfe, or if I have opprejjed them who without eaufe are mine 
enemies. Langford in his objections to the above, interprets, 
if I have bafely injured my henefafior: or if l have not de¬ 
livered, or done a good office to him, who without any 
uiufe is become my enemy: then Sec. Madge obferves, this ver. 
points ftrongly to the cave where David Caved Saul from 
being killed Sch mi dins Hooghfs edition. Sec. render>, Si 
rctribui pacifco tnccn/n malum .; aut difpoltavi [>'-/ J ho fern 
meum tcmcre. The following expreflions arc llrong — Let 
hi pi purjhe to fake away my life, let him overtake feiic 

and 
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rewarded evil unto 
him that was at peace 
wiihme: (yea,Ihave 
delivered him that 
withoutcaufeismine 
enemy;) let the ene¬ 
my perfecute my 
foul, and take it; 
yea, let him tread 
down my life upon 
the earth, and lay 
mine honour in the 
d( 5 ft. Selah. 



6 . r Aiifc,OLoRD, 
in thine anger, lift 
up thyfelf, becaufc 

of 


done this thing I am charged Sect. 4. 
with •, if my hands be ftained 
with injury violence or in- ^.3,4, 5* 
juftice to any man: if I have 
in the leaft molefted, wronged 
or defrauded him that dwelled 
quietly near, or lived peace¬ 
ably with me: [ fo far from 
that, I have befriended and 
aCted the part of a deliverer 
to him, who without juft 
ground, or the leaft defigned 
provocation, is become fo in¬ 
veterate an enemy as with 
the moft premeditated malice 
to feek my deftruftion]: if I 
have any way deferved this 
ufage, or a fingle deliberate 
crime can be proved againft 
me *, let me fall into his hands 
and fatiate his moft cruel 
hatred : with the ftrongeft 
marksofinfamy andmifery let 
himblaft all my future hopes, 
and at once diveft me of life 
and fortune honour and cha¬ 
racter. 

I am confcious of no fuch 6 
demerit, neither is my fince- 

rity 


and throw me on the ground and ftamp upon ?ne 9 let all 
remembrance of me be buried\ nothing of a memorial 

remai n. 

P Some paraphrafe this. Do thou, O God, exert thyfelf 
in executing that judgment againft Cujh , which he hath 
deferved, and thou haft ordained in thy law, Dent. xix. 

Vol. II. *6, 



zi 6 


A Paraphrase on the 



Sect. 4. rity hidden from the omni- 

fcienc and impirtial Being I 
now invoke j faying, arife 
juft God from thy fupreme 
tribunal to pronounce ant 
£qual fentenceafid fee it fully 
executed, becaufe of the 
favage rage, vile calumnies 
and execrable defigris of my 
enemies againft me; thy 
juftice his feemed to delay 
and vengelnce fleep, awake* 
haften, give them wings in 
this my diftrelfed cafe, and 
make it appear that thy own 
dilpenfations are ftriftly con¬ 
formable to, and fhall nobly 
vindicate the authority ot 
thofe unvaried rules of per¬ 
fect righteoufnefs, which thou 
haft mod folemnly enjoined 
all mankind to obferve. 

From fo remarkable and 
important an inftance of thy 
redoral wifdom, and equi¬ 
table procedure, in patron¬ 
izing the good and virtuous, 
and punilhing the wicked; 

the 


ef the rage of mine 
enemies: and awake 
for me to the judg¬ 
ment that thou balk 
commanded. 


“. So fhall the 

« 

congregation of the 
people compafs thee 
about: for their 
fakes therefore re¬ 
turn thou on high. 


16, 17, 18, i<^ r viz. that he who bears falfe witnefs fhalf 
have it fo done to him, as he had thought to have done to 
his brother. The terms are very emphatick, and naturally 
exprefuve of the author’s diforder and confufion — arife — 
lift up — awake be thou thyfelf as righteous as thou 
experts man to be. Innumerable fuch natural elegancies 
and the noblell fublimities are obfervable throughout thefi 
incomparable writings. 
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S.The Lord fhall 
judge the people: 
judge me, OLord, 
according to my 
righteoufnefs, and 
according to mine 
integrity that is in 
me. 


9. ‘l Oh let the 
wickeanefs of the 
wicked come to an 

end. 


the largeft afierablies of up- Sect. 4 
right pious people will fur- ■ 
round thy tabernacle, ap- £ saLM 
plauding thy juftice, and im- VU ’ 7- 
ploring thy prote&ion: it is 
principally on their account, 
and that they may be fully- 
convinced, the righteous 
Lord reigneth, that I be- 
feech thee to afeend thy 
throne of judgment, and 
give the proudeft fmners to 
fee that thou art above them. 

The juft and high God 8 
who prefides and governs, 
will bring to trials and pro¬ 
nounce fentences on his people 
according as their adlioos are 
right or wrong, virtuous or 
vicious: bring me, impartial 
j^dge, to the ftri&eft teft, as 
to thefe my enemies, and de¬ 
termine the point betwixt us 
according as I have conform¬ 
ed to thy law, in my whole 
behaviour to them; at leaft 
as I have pra&ifed integrity 
and moft fincerely endea¬ 
voured it. 

I do earneftly intreat thee, 9 
whoever has adted a malignant 
2 wicked 


q Some think, the Pfalmift is referring to the general 
ncgleft of religion under Saul's government; and that he 
is here foretelling that it fhould be revived—this may agree 
with the context but is it not too limited an interpretation ? 

Come 
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Psalm 


vii. 9. 




wicked part; let him be 
prevented from ever repeat¬ 
ing it; but preferve and de¬ 
fend men of probity and fin- 
cerity: it is impoflible an all¬ 
knowing and moft righteous 
Godfhould bedeceived touch¬ 
ing the one character or the 
other: fortheinmoft affections 
and difpofitions of all hearts 
are entirely open to him. 

I have no other refource 
or hope for fecurity but from 
a true and faithful God, who 
has engaged to take care of 
and provide for thofe that 
worfhip and ferve him with 
devout affedtions and uni¬ 
formly virtuous lives. 

Notwithftanding the pre- 
fent feeming inequalities in 

human 


end, but eftabli/h 
the juft: for the 
righteous God r 
tricth the hearts and 
reins. 


1 o. My defence is 
of God, which faveth. 
the upright in heart. 


u. s God judgeth 
the righteous, and 
God is angry vsith 
the kicked every day. 


Come to an end, fome render he ccmpleat or full — fome 
be confumed or dejlroyed —others, evil Jhall confume the 
wicked. Hammond obferves that in the facred ftyle, efpe- 
cially the prophetick dialed, the ufe of the imperative 
mood mull not be thought always to denote a vvilh, or 
when it is of ill to be a curfe , but only a prediction of the 
ills that /hall befal wicked men. 

r By heart and reins feems meant all the moft fecret 
thoughts, affedions, difpofttioDs, and purpofes of the mind. 
He who perfectly underftood all thefe muft approve and 
preferve his fincere wor/hippers. 

s rendered God, likewife lignifies not, or nor, and the 
ver. may literally be interpreted — God is a righteous , [i. e. 
merciful] judge, rather than , nor is, or is ?:ot very angry 
every day , i. e. he is not continually making examples of 
his difpleafure. And fome make the next ver. anfwerable 

to 
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12. 1 If he turn 
not, he will whet his 
fvvord; he hath bent 
his bow, and made 
it ready. 


human affairs, the All-difcern- Sect. 4. 

ing Deity doubtlefs in his u 
unerring eftimate makes all ? 3ALM 

j Villi - 

proper diftinCtions as to mens 
moral characters; he approves 
the righteous and truly good, 
he is continually difpleafed 
with the provocations and in¬ 
dignities of the wicked, and 
impenitent. 

if an ungodly finner do 12 
not improve his long fufiering 
as a motive to repentance 
and reformation, he fliall in 
due time be made a dreadful 
viCtim to his heightened re- 
fentment: he is as it were 
making ready the inftruments 
of deftruCtion, fharpening his 
fword, bending his bow, and 
fitting his arrow on tlie firing 
to fhoot at hirrjt 

0.3 He 


tn the la ft claufe in the 7 th 9 return thou , and—^ if he [God] 
return not — i. e. he not merciful. May not the fenfe be God 
js a moll righteous judge — he is continually provoked — 
but if the wicked repent not he will (jfc . 

Some render he i sday by day or all the day Jongthreatning. 
ScbulicMs upon Prov. xxiv. 24. affirms from the Arabic y that 
the original force of this word is to foam at the mouthy 
favoured by Ifa. xxx. 27. Hence it denQtes the warmed 
refentment, great indignation, bitter language expreflive pf 
the higheft detdlation. 

1 Literally as Edwards remarks —* trodden upon his bo\y— 
alluding to the warlike bow which was made of fleet y and 
conlcquently was very ftiff and hard to bend, therefore thev 
ufed their foot in bending it. See Jcr. i. 14. fa. v, 28. 
Lev.it Urb, Antiq. D. VI, p. 252. 
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Sect. 4. He is moreover never nn- 13. He hath alfo 

prepared, or deftitute of fatal prepared for him the 

tsalm 1 J-1 r 1 inltruments of death; 

vii. 13. weapons and remedilefs cala- „ he ordaineth his 

mities to difpatch for his arrows ag ai n ft the 

enemies compleat deftruc- perfecutors. 

tion: his keeneft arrows are 

efpecially pointed and his 

fevereft judgments defigned, 

even eternal perdition to 

feize thofe, who inflamed 

with wrath and hatred againft 

his faithful fervants, perfecute 

them to death and to bonds. 

14 It is obfervableof fuch im- r 4* w Behold, he 

pious and abandoned wretch- travelleth , *i‘J* ini ‘ 
es, and particularly of this <? eived mi f chie f, an d 
unprovoked and never to be brought forth falfe- 
reconciled enemy of mine, hood - 
that with a continual anxiety 
of mind, like a woman in 
pregnancy, he carries along 
with him the burden of his 
mifehievous purpofes: what¬ 
ever is poflible he contrives 
to afflidl and diftrefs me 3 and 
though all may not anfvver, 
exhibits his utmoft lkill and 
vigour to effeft my ruin. 

I make 


u Mudge hath very juftly obferved, that the word tran¬ 
slated ordaineth , literally figni/ies working at with the 
utmoft diligence, employing bujying himfelf to defign form or 
fabricate them: and to ufe and employ them. 

w Cujfr, as an author expreiTes it, is big, as it were in 
travail, with fome fecret horrid mifchief, he has taken great 
pains in hatching it, and is at laft delivered of an ugly 
monftreus villainy. 
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i * He made a 
; ->it and digged it, 
.and is fallen into the 
ditch he made. 


I make no more queftion Sect. 4. 
as to the event than if it had>‘*‘ v — 
already happened, that like ? SALM 
a man who digged or opened VU 15 
a pit to furprize another, and 
worked it deep fbat he could 
«by no means extricate or re¬ 
cover himfclf; or yet him- 
ielf happened to be the firft 
who fell into the ditch or pit 
lie made, fuqh iflaail be his 
fate. 


16. yHis mifchief 
fhall return upon his 
own head, and his 
violent dealing fhall 
come down upon his 
own pate. 


And all die evil and mifery 16 
he intended for me, in the 
end fhall with the greateft 
weight fall upon and crufh 
himfelf: or by.thejuftjudg¬ 
ment of God., that rapine 
and murder he threat’ned and 
purfued me with, overtake 
him: like the rattling hail 
upon his head who is taken 

or as a ftone call 
perpendicularly lights upon 
his thoughtlels pate who 
threw it i fo certainly will his 

wicked 


v A man that opened a pit in the ftreet, or the pifblick 
high way, and left it uncovered, was to make good the 
damage, by a fum of money, if.a neighbour’s Jjeaft fell 
into it and perifhed. Exod . xxi. 33. 

J Herodotus reports, which may illuftrafe this paffage, qf 
the Thracians, that out of fpolifti,indignation, at an unfea- 
fonahle Ihower of rayi, they bent tbsir bows and flip t up 
arrows againft heaven, whichcpnld Jiaye no other efFctk 
than falling upon the^felves. 
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Sect. 2. wicked deligns retort upon 

* p V T ~ and finally deftroy him. 

viLi^iS. When I fee that happy 

period, and all thefe dangers 
are blown over, as doubtlefs 
I fhali fee it; I will exp refs 
my moft humble and unr 
feigned thanks to the great 
and good God, agreeably to 
the juftice and mercy he 
difplays, in preferving and 
wonderfully delivering the 
righteous; and in juftly re- 
tributing evil-doers: I will 
celebrate in exalted ftrains 
the difpenfations of provi¬ 
dence and the immenfe per¬ 
fections of the moft high 
God. 


i 7. I will praifa 
the Lord according 
to his righteoufnefs: 
and will fing praife 
to the name of the 
Lord moft high. 


PSALM VIII. SECT. V. 

¥he Divine Omnipotence Wifdom and Benevolence 
confpicuous and glorious in the contrivance and 
formation of this fublunary world: particularly , 
in the regard Jhewed and dignity conferred on 
mortal earth-born man . A pfalm of David, 
directed to the mafter of mufic to be performed 
on injlruments . 


Psalm viii. 1. 

^ Thou great and good 

U God, who by right of 
viii. 1. creation art abfolute Lord 

and Governonr of all worlds; 

more 


Ps A LM viii. I. 


O L 0 r d our 
Lord, how 
excellent is thy name 
in all the earth! who 
haft fet thy glory 
above the heavens. 
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more efpecially our guardian Sect. 5. 
and lawgiver, whom as men "v""' 
thou haft formed capable of ?. s * LNt 
paying thee an intelligent and 
unconftrained homage and 
obedience; how evident are 
the traces of thine attributes 


and how admirable, in every 
part of this habitable earth! 
Who haft diftinguilhed man¬ 
kind, thy image reprefenta- 
tive and glory, in forming 
them upon a nobler plan, and 
ruling them by higher laws 
than the moft fplendid of 
thy productions in the ftarry 
heavens. 


7. Out of the it is agreeable to thy won- 2 
jnouth of babes and derful oeconomy and difpen- 

* ordained Urcngth, wtions, that minors jn a ftate 

becaufe of 


7 Ordainedftrength, the author of the critical notes, can 
hardly excufe our cranflators for following the Chaldee, and 
not rendering according to all the ancient interpreters, thou 
haft perfected prai/e , or as the Syriac, thou haft eftablijhed 
thy glory % whom Langford vindicates, by intimating, that 
the Greek word y.octftrength fignifies praife , and is in¬ 
terpreted by Hejychius both by and fo Homer. 

Iliads N. ver. 486. where it fignifies praife or glory — 
psps/Jo //sfat xpotT^. He adds the words thou haft ordained 
ftrength carry as figjuficant and fuhlime a meaning as thefe 
thou haft perfected praife — this expreffion is juftificd by ano¬ 
ther of Sc PauP s, 1 Cor. xii. 9. — and the two-fold fenfe of 
the Hebrews \)l being applicable to the Pfalmift’s meaning 
it was not fit either fhould be loft fignifies to curb, 

tie up, manage, refra&ory cattle with bands bridles or halters. 


to cor re St, to admonijh, to reprove, and reproach , — And Pif 
to prevail, be ftrong , and mighty, it is applied to a bdld 

dari 7 1 
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Psalm 
viii. 2. 



of difcipline, almoft infants 
in point of age and years, 
and efpecially children for 
fimplicity undifguized truth 
and fincerity*, perfect ftran- 
gers to all fubtlety art and 
policy, by thy divine ap¬ 
pointment fhall be the ftron- 
geft fupports of the laws of 
virtue, and produce the moft 
important effe&s to thy glory 
and in thy moral government: 
this fhall happen on account 
of thine enemies who culti¬ 
vate quite different talents, 
and depend for fuccefs upon 
altogetherothermeafures;that 
by the moft interefting events 
proceeding from fuch weak 
means, thou mighteft filence 
the pride, and curb the in- 
folent power of the infidious 
enemy, and cruel jealous 
avenger of only imagined 
wrong. 

When ever in my evening 
calm meditations, I contem¬ 
plate the exalted and exten- 
five heavens, the finifhed 

labour 


becaafe of thine 
enemies, that thou 
mighteft ftill the 
enemy and the a- 
venger. 


3. When I con- 

fider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fin¬ 
gers, the moon and 
the ftars which thou 
haft ordained. 


dating fierce temper, and afpeSl, to impudence and <z nolencc 
of anger or appetite — And literally may be rendered, out 
of the mouth of babes and fucklings hafi thou rebuked the in¬ 
fo lent, or corrected the mofi audacious, becaufe of thine enemies, 
and their vain boajh, that thou mighteft make the enemy ceafi 
to afi or te c.rifi . 
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labour of thy power and &ect. 
wifdom: the moon and ftars w- v-^ 
which thou haft difpofecl in ?. SALM 
the moft regular order, and Vm * 3 
continued through ages and 
generations in their fettled 
courfes* I obferve to myfelf, 

4. What is man What is the brittle fabrick 4 

that thou art mind- Q p morta l man that notwith- 
ful or him ? and the ,, , - r 

fon of man, that landing the immenfity of 
thou vifitett him i thy more fplendid produc¬ 
tions and to appearance 
more important charge, thou 
lhouldft have him, who is 


fubjeft toinevitablecalamiiies 
and diftempers which termi¬ 


nate in diflolution, in thy 
perpetual remembrance* and 
conftitute him the objett of 
thy peculiar care^ And the 
imperfedt offending defen¬ 
dant of earth-born man that 


thou lhouldft take thy felf in¬ 
timately concerned for him, 
fo as to be continually re¬ 
newing thy vifits and heaping 
thy favours on him. 

5. For thou haft For, during thefhort period 5 

made him a little 0 f this probationary life, thou 

lower than the an- haft app 0 j nte d him a Condi- 

ned him with glwy tion of being fomewhat be- 
honour. neath that of- the bleffed in¬ 

habitants of the heavenly 
world; and at the fame time, 
thou haft conferred on him 
privileges and talents, which 

eminently 
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Sect. 5. eminently diftinguifti him; 

and which duly attended to, 
and religioufiy improved, 
will ifiue in his future digni¬ 
ty, and everlafting glory. 

6 In his original production, 
thou waft pleafed to inveft 
him with authority over thy 
inferior works in this vifible 
world, as peculiarly defigned 
for his ule and fervice: all 
things here below, that are 
neceflary or can be any way 
beneficial, thou haft molt 
gracioufiy fubjedted to his 
government and control: 

7 All domeftick tamer ani¬ 
mals, the Idler cattle and 
flocks of fheep and goats; 
with the larger, the herds 
and oxen which tread out the 

even the favage kind, 

and 


com 


6. Thou madeft 
him to have domi¬ 
nion over the works 
of thy hands; thou 
haft put all things 
under his feet: 


7. a All fheep and 
oxen, yea, and the 
beafts of the held: 


a The more grave reader’s indulgence is humbly requeu¬ 
ed for the mention of an allegorical interpretation of this 
paflage by St Antonine to the Pope. According to that 
very fagacious commentator, the fheep hgnify Chriftians, 
oxen Jews, beafts of the held Pagans, fowls of the air good 
and evil angels; and laftly by hfhes of the fea are meant 
fouls in purgatory. That the two laft acknowledge his 
holinefs’s prerogative, appears in a MS. of Pope Clement 
the Sixth’s Bull for the jubilee of the year 1350, kept in 
the city-library at Utrecht > where are the following modeffc 
terms. Mandamus angel is paradifi quod ant mam i Hitts n pur - 
gatorio penitus ahfolutam in paradiji gloriam introducant y i. e. 
We require and command the angels of paradife, that as 
we have difeharged his foul from purgatory, the}' will im¬ 
mediately carry it to the joys of paradife. 
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8 . The fowl of 
[he air, and filhes of 
the fca, and nxhat* 
foe'ver pafl'eth thro 
the paths of the fea. 


and wild beafts of the foreft, Sect< 5* 
if not by ftrength and force, 
yet by art and ftratagem, he v ^, A t M 
can bring in to adminifter to 
the fupply of his neceflities. 

The feveral winged tribes s 
likewile, even thole which 
foar a loft in, or with tremb¬ 
ling pinions divide the yield¬ 
ing air: the inhabitants more¬ 
over of the watery world, 
though they change their ob- 
fcure retreats, and are un- 
fettled as to their courfes and 


fecretpafiages,are not beyond 
his limits; nor exceptions 
from being parts of his large 
domain. 


r 

9. o L o r d our O thou abfolute fovereign 9 

Lord, how excel- over all worlds, 
lent u thy name in 

all the earth! men our ever 

how bright do thy perfeftions 

lliine, how tranfcendently 

glorious thy providence, to 

the utmoft extent of this 


peculiarly as 
blefied ruler. 


lublunary creation! 


PSALM 
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PSALM IX. SECT. VI. 

The devout penman exprejfes his grateful acknow¬ 
ledgments to the Almighty for fome fignal viblory 
be had obtained over a formidable enemy : fome 
think it was Goliah of Gath, others a general 
engagement with fome of the neighbouring 
heathen powers . He declares the unfpeakable 
advantages of a religious confidence } and im¬ 
plores further fupport and deliverance . A pfalm 
of David to be performed by the majler of 
mufick upon infiruments to the tune of Ala- 
moth-Labben. 


4 

Psalm ix, i. 


Sect. 6. 



Psalm 


ix. i. 



D UTY and inclination, 
O all-powerful and mofl 
bountiful God, perfectly 
concur in engaging me after 
the jQncereft manner to ce¬ 
lebrate thy praifes: to the 
utmoft of my ability I would 
recolleft, enumerate, and with 
the gratitude that is due to 
each apart, exhibit in order 
for the whole world to ad¬ 
mire, all the various occa- 
lions, and multiplied inftan- 
ces of thy wonderful good- 
nefs. 

Whether the inftrument 
has been my own exerted 
vigour, or timely fuccours 
received from others, I re¬ 
joice 


Psalm ix. i. 


I Will praife thee, 
O Lord, with 
my whole heart, I 
will fhew forth 
all thy marvellous 
works. 


2. I will be glad 
and rejoice in thee : 
I will fing praife to 
thy name, O thou 
moll High. 


4 
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3, When mine 
enemies are turned 
back, they /hall b 
fall and perilh at thy 
prefence. ■ 


4, For thou haft 
maintained my right 
and my caufe, thou 
latte ft in the throne 
judging right. 


joice triumph and glory in Sect. 6. 
thee as the undoubted author 
of all my fuccefies: andto- PsALM 
the difplays of thy all-ruling 1X ’ 2 
providence in tny fafety and 
conquefts I addrefs all pof- 
fible thankfgiving and adora¬ 
tion, O thou who art tran- 
fcendent in majefty, and 
boundlefs in goodnefs and 
mercy. 

What can it be owing to 3 
but thy peculiar interpofition, 
that when once mine enemies 
gave way, and began to re¬ 
treat, fuch panicle fears leized 
them that they were never 
able to rally : they ftumble, 
they fall and die before thee-, 
being fully convinced that 
thou foughteft, and fihat 
nothing but thy prefence in- 
fpired the purfuers. 

The wonderfulevent abun- + 
dantly manifefts, that my 
caufe was right and that thou 
fupportedlt my pretenfions: 
before thine exalted tribunal 

and 


The radix fignifies to clap or jlrike againjl fo as to 
fall, or meet with fome difafter; io faint in a long march , 
fatl in the day of battle, or in a precipitate flight be ob- 
flrufted with Humbling blocks, fnares or gall-traps fo as to 
be maimed overtaken and perifh Hence Rem. xiv. 21. 
A fynenymous term expreJTes being difeouraged and hin¬ 
dered in the Chriftian courfe and warfare. 
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Sect. 6. and in the fufpended fcales 

of thy reftoral juftice it was 
ix S 4- LM doubtlefs determined, thou 

haft pronounced and thou 
haft executed a molt equi¬ 
table fentence. 

5 Thou haft duly chaftifed 
the provoking infolence of 
the ungodly heathen: thou 
haft (lain their moft arrogant 
and impious chieftain or 
leader; if their nation be not 
wholly extirpated, yet the 
defeat is enough entire, for 
ever to eclipfe their publick 
charafter; that they fhall 
never more appear in arms, 
or be able to leave memo¬ 
rials that may tranfmit their 
names. 

6 I may be allowed to tri¬ 
umph in my turn, O thou 
once reftlefs and prevailing, 
now fallen enemy of peace, 
juftice and human nature! 
with this joyful event of thy 

total 


5. Thou haft re¬ 
buked the heathen, 
thou haft deftroyed 
the wicked, thou 
haft put out their 
name for ever and 
ever. 


6. c O thou enemy, 
deftruflions are come 
to a perpetual end : 
and thou haft de¬ 
ftroyed cities, their 
memorial is perifhed 
with them. 


c Some refer the beginning of the ver. to the enemy, 
the latter claufe to God. The fenfe feems cleared, to in¬ 
terpret both of the enemy, as the 5 and 6 have been para- 
phrafed. Thou haft by this defeat caft fuch a blot upon 
their glory, that they Ihall never be able to wipe it off. 
Now, O Phi/ijiincs , there is a final end put to all that 
mifehief and havock, which you formerly made in lfrac !; 
the great feats which you have done againft us fhall be for- 
gotten, even as -thofc cities which ye have formerly tiken 
from us, and rafed: the memory of one as well as the other 
is vanifhed and gone. 
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7. But the Lord 
fliall endure for ever: 
be hath prepared his 
throne for judgment. 


8 . And he (hall 
judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, he 
fhall minifter judg¬ 
ment to the people 
in upiightnefs. 


total overthrow, the eflfufion Sect. 6« * 
of human blood ceafes, and 
all the horrors and devafta- ix S £ LM 
tions of war are no more: in 
the violence of thy mad career 
thou haft dcfolated countries, 
and razed moft populous and 
flourifhingtowns*, their down- 
fal was with an extreme cla¬ 
mour and outcry, but not 
the leaft footfteps of a monu¬ 
ment or fingle fabrick now 
remain of all their fplcndour. 

But however fluctuating? 
human affairs are,theexiftence 
tranquillity and perfection of 
one fupremeLoRD are ftable 
and unalterable: he hath 
erefted and eftabliflied his 
own royal tribunal for im¬ 
partial and univerfal judg¬ 
ment. 

And at a determinate fu -3 
ture period, before him fhall 
be gathered, and according 
to meafures of the exaCteft 
juftice, he fhall pronounce 
definitive fentenccs upon 
mankind: purfuing the rules 
of perfeCt equity he fhall ad- 
minifter rewards and punifh- 
ments to all fubjeCts of moral 
government from qyery na¬ 
tion of this _ .promifeuous 
world. 


Vol, II. 


R 


la 



lift 



Psalm 


ix. g. 


i-o 
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In fome inftanccs of this 
probationary life, he plainly 
interpofes by extraordinary 
methods to relieve the af¬ 
flict ed and opprefied : but in 
many others, and particular¬ 
ly in times of perfecution, 
being deftitute of all hujnan 
fuceour, this fentiment of a 
future judgment and eternal 
retribution is their only re- 
fource and fupporr. 

And whether fentence he 
fpeedily executed, or judg¬ 
ment feem delayed, they who 
are acquainted with the recti¬ 
tude of ihy nature, and thf 
matchlefe powers thy truth 
jtiftice and goodnefs will na¬ 
turally be led to place all their 
hope in thee*, neither ever 
fly to wrong meafures, or to 
any other being for protec¬ 
tion and fecurity : for thou, 
mod gracious Lord haft 
never deferted or abandoned 
thofe, who by an uniform 
eourfe of obedience, recom- 
fnended themfelves to thy 
favour i and in their necef- 
fities and diftrefies implored 
thy mercy. 

Witb the fincereft grati¬ 
tude afcribe all poflible praifes 

to 


9. The Lord alfo 
will be a refuge for 
the opprefled, a re¬ 
fuge in times of 
trouble. 


10. And they that 
know thy name will 
put their truft in thee: 
for thou Lord haft 
not forfaken them 
that feek thee. 


11. Sing praifes 
tothe Lo r d,' 1 which 
dwelleth in Zion: 

declare 


* The < Largum interpret, who hath f laced his Sbcckiseb 

in Zany. 
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declare among the 
people his jioings. 

t 


12. When he c 
maketh inquifition 
for blood, he re- 
membereth them : 
he forgetteth not the 
cry of the humble. 


to that infinitely great ^nd Sect. 6 . 
good God, who hath placed 
on mouAt Zion the fymbols- 
of his peculiar prefence: a- 1 *' 
Along whatever nations his 
providence fhall caft you, 
declare his wonderful works 
feu* our peculiar advantage 
as his fincere worlhippeFS; 
that renouncing their ypls 
and grofs deiufiqns, they may 
be led, in the way that be 
hath appointed to honour, 
and ferve him the only living 
and true God. 

For tfieir .encouragement 12 
publifti this important truth, 
that Ihort-iived are .the tri¬ 
umphs of iniquity and cruel 
tyranny; and that the in* 
jured facrificcd poor have a 
fovereign avenger: when the 
fupreme and infallible judge 
fhall pronounce decifive fen- 
tences upon all capital crimes, 
as at a proper period he cer¬ 
tainly will do, lie will take 
cfpecial cognizance of their 
harmjefs fuffprings: Jthrn it 
will abundantly appear thas 

lie is regardful of his patient 
R 2 faithful 


* To make inquifition for blood, Mudge. rpjparjs«> h riot 
to enquire after blood fpilt. but to fit as ipquifitor pr judge 
on all capital crimes, where the blood of the offender is due 
to jullicc . thim he adds, refers to the affiiftcd coming after. 
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Sect. 6. faithful fervants’s loud com¬ 
plaints of injuftice and op- 
preflion. 

13 In all my affliction, I 
allure myfelf of and comfort 
myfelf with this invaluable 
fentiment, mod earneftly 
praying, O thou juft and 
good God , that thou wouldft 
be kindly and tenderly affec¬ 
ted towards me \ with pity¬ 
ing eyes behold the mifcries 
I endure, from them that 
diflike and afperfe my go¬ 
vernment ; be not backward 
nor long delay to vouchfafe 
help: thou didft advance me 
to the higheft dignity and 
authority from a ftate of the 
loweft diftrefs and mifery; as 
it were, raife me up when 
the gates of death were open 
to receive me. 

14 That in the gates of the 
daughters of Zion, and be¬ 
fore the largeft affemblies of 

the 


4 . 


13. Have mercy 
upon me, O Lord, 
confider my trouble 

which I fufftr of 

them that hate me, 
thou that lifteft me 
up from the gates 
of death. 


14. That I may 
Ihew forth all thy 
praife in the gates 
of the * daughters 

of 


* By daughters of Zion feems In an ufual idiom denoted 
the people or inhabitants, as daughters of Tyre and of Je- 
rufaletHy expuefs the congregate bodies that dwelt in thefe 
cities: agreeable to a cuftom of the Ancients to compare 
their towns to beautiful young women. There appears an 
elegant contrail in this palfage betwixt the opening gates 
of death to which he fhould have been abandoned by all 
the living, and th z gates of Zion where he was congratula¬ 
ted by the greateft concourfes of the people and affemblies 
of the elders. 
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of Zion: I will re¬ 
joice in thy falva- 


rjon. 


i 5. The heathen 
are funk down in 
the pit that they 
made: in the net 
which they hid, is 
theirown foot taken. 


16. The Lord is 
known by the judg¬ 
ment *which he exe- 
cuteth: the wicked 
is fnared in the work 
of his own hands. * 
Higgaion; Selah. 


ix. 14* 
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the inhabitants of Jerufalem, Sect. 6. 
1 may celebrate thy illuftrious 
works and moft glorious per- ; PsALM 
fedtions: and if thou art 
pleafed to favour me with 
another opportunity, in a 
Cgnal deliverance from pre¬ 
fers calamities, every way 
that can exprefs gladnefs and 
gratitude 1 engage to im¬ 



prove JL 

.Admitme to perfuade my- 15 
felf, that I fhall again tri¬ 
umph; and lhortly lee the 
heathen favages funk to the 
bottom fo as to be fet fall in 
the pits they have prepared 
for others: as wild beafts 
entangled with cords and 
nets buried or hidden in pit¬ 
falls, lb let that iniquity find 
them out, and wicked heart 
be punilhed which thy have 
covered with a fair outfide. 

If the Eternal and Al- 16 
mighty Being was not before 
underltood or confeffed, as 

r 

the abfolute diredtor of all 
human affairs, and juft go¬ 
vernor of the world; he 
fhall certainly be acknowled- 

R 3 ged 


« \ 
f A Judge fuppofes, that Higgaion from i"UH which always 
f gnifies a foft bumming r whifpering noife, pofllbly here means 
an interlude of foft nxhtfpering notes; as felah another of 
l older louder notes. 
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Sbct. 6. ged a$ fbdh by the judgments 

which he exccuteth,or the ex- 
j x s * 6 emplary punilhments which 

he infiicketh: as fowlers lay 
fftares to entangle and Catch 
birds: fo has this wicked 
troubler df mankind formed 
ichemeSf and ufed all hii 
endeavours to trepan and fab* 
vert others i which have at 
lad involved and proved fatal 
to himfelf. This is a re¬ 
markable fdft* arid it is art 
ever memorable 3wful in* 


fiance of the divine Overruling 
power and providence. 

17 There are (till farther and 
heavier calamities awaiting* 
thefe infatuated Oaves to their 
own diftrtf&ing paffionsj they 
fhall not only return to duft, 
or the region of the dead, but 
be reduced to a ftate of abfa- 


17. The wicked 
fhall be turned into 
hell, arJ all the na¬ 
tions that forget 
God. 


lute perdition and endlef9 de* 
(tfudtion: and though whole 
nations be of this degenerate 
wretched number, yet all ob* 
ftinate and incorrigible fin- 
rrers and apoftates fhall perifh 
irt like manner. 


18 For a feafcn it may feem 
to be done, but the patient 
and injured poor fhall not 
always be difcountenanced, 
dverlooked, and appear given 
lip to the will of their ene- 


18 For the needy 
fhall not a!way be 
forgotten ; the ex¬ 
pectation of the poor 
fhall not perifii for 
ever. 


mies: 



T9- Arife,0 Lord, 
Jet not man prevail: 
let the heathen be 
judged in thy fight. 


. V'- - 

20 - R Put them 5ii 

fear, O Lord : that 
the nations may 
know thcmfelves to 
be but men. Sclah. 



EcX)k of P 3 A L MS. *47 

injics : the hope of better Sect. 6> 
times, and relief from God* 
wherewith the deftitute and * 

friendlefs have fupported their 

diftrefled minds, fhall not 
always be fruftrated. 

O thou righteous Lord,- 19 
haften the wilhed for period, 
fp£edify arife to judgment, 
feffer not guilty wicked rrfen 
togatherftrength} andlceries 
Of iniquity and Orifery to 
increafe arid multiply: let 
both firrgle tyrants and pro¬ 
fane heathen nations be re- 
compepced, according to thy 
juft decifion and in thy pre¬ 
fence, with that terrible in¬ 
dignation which they have 
delervecT at thy hands. 

Throw them into the ut- 20 
moltconfternation and horror, 
from fome dreadful danger *, 
fome tyrannical power, yoke 
of bondage, or other cala¬ 
mity: that the ambitious and 

E refumptuous people, who’ 
rem afpiring to be Gods, 
may have full conviction that 
they are no more than fair 
lible mortal men. It is of 
the g reate ft confequence that 
R 4 they 


1 Hammond interprets Jet them, or thou wilt fet them & 
rav.or, bring fome jharp punijh merit upon them that jo they 
m*iy t Set. 
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Sect. 6. 



Psalm 


they be made no longer to 
doubt this. 


LX. 20. 


PSALM X. SECT. VII. 

The Pfalmijl humbly expoftulates with the Al¬ 
mighty that in circumftances rf extreme difirefs 
he was not fpeedy in bis face ours y nor feemingly 
difpofed tc ja ve him. He paints in Jlrong colours 
the enemy's wickednefs and fubtlety \ with the 
mi far able ft ate of thofe who fell into his hands . 
He implores affijlance. He promifes it himfelf y 
and rejoices in the delightful pro fpe 51 . 


P S A L M X. I. 

Sect. jT THERMIT me in all hu- 

mility, Almighty and 
Psalm merciful God, to en- 

X I * 

quire on what account or 
through what provocations, 
thofe favourable regards of 
thy providence which we 
have fo frequently experien¬ 
ced ' are now withdrawn ? 
And when our circumftances, 
and intolerable grievances 
require the fpeedieft redrefs, 

all 


P £ A L M X. I. 


h \T/HYiftand- 

VV eft thou afar 

off, O Lo r d ? v. by 
hideft thou thyfelf in 
tunes of trouble r 


"Madge fuppofes this Pfalm with the LIX. to have been 
eompofed at the time when the Jj/y riant made inroads 
under Heze&iab. 

* The form of expreflion is borrowed from men who are 
remote in place , and offer not to come nearer ; rather go at 
a greater diftance,(kulk and conceal themfelves when their 
friends or relatives are in the utmoft diftrefs or danger. 
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*. * The wicked 
in bis pride doth per¬ 
secute the poor: let 
them be taken in 
the devices that they 
have imagined. 


3. 1 For the wicked 
boalleth of his hearts 
delire, and blefleth 

the 


all relief feems abfolutely’$ECT. 6 . 
denied Us. v - 

■ Thy promifes, honour, **2™ 
and equity of adminiftration/ ’ 
are they not all concerned 
and direftly ftruck at ? for 
in the height of his pride and 
boundlefs luft of power, this 
reftlefs difturber, and con- 
founder of all difference be¬ 
twixt right and wrong, with 
the utmoft degree of ma¬ 
lignity and violence profe- 
cutes and diftrefies the honeft 
induftrious poor, who can 
make no defence orrefiftance. 

As to this moft ufeful and 
valuable part of mankind put 
a Hop to his proceedings, 
and let him and all his abet¬ 
ters be feized and faft holden 
in the pernicious defigns they 
have formed; convert them 
into their own deftruftion. 

For in contempt of all i 
honour and juftice, as it were 

ready 


k fignifieth to burn or kindle; to profecute or furfue 

with a?i hot malicious mind: and a fever. Neither if 

the fenfe much altered, whether the phrafe be rendered as 

* ♦ 

by Tome the wicked in his pride doth perfecute the poor t or a& 
by others the poor is perfecuted afflided and opprejjed in or 
through the pride of the wicked . 

1 Some render the covetous the injurious , blafphemeth and 
prcvoketh the Lord. The Hebrew for bleffeth is “p 3 . which. 
Crutius interprets as in Job i. 5, 11. and ii. 5. 




A Paraphrase 4n the 


Se£t. 7. 



Psalm 


x. 3. 


ready t<5 lay the country under 
military execution, hie mod 
impioufly exults, and declares 
that his will is his law* or he 
can do what he pleafes; and 
commends and applauds tbofo 
who by covetous dilhoneft 
prddlices wreft their property 
from Others; by Whom the 
Loro is truly blasphemed* 
and whom he has in the high- 
eft abomination. 


4 He who can deliberately 
be guilty of filch outrages 
and barbarities, may be fairly 
concluded, arrived at fuch a 
degree of impious arrogance 
as to have renounced all pre¬ 
tences and refiraints of reli- 


the covetous, whom 
the Lord abhorreth. 


4. The wicked 
through the m pride 
of his countenance, 
will not feek after 
God : God is not in 
all his thoughts. 


giort: an Infinite Gop is 
nothing that he need give 
himfelf the kaft trouble 
about, is the certain difdaio- 
ful language of his ptefump- 
tUous wickednefe,his haughty 
daring pride. 

Every 


m The Wicked Ifc literally prqpter elevationem narls or 
by throwing up of his Hofe will not feek , or does not enquire— 
Hot God—all his tbottgkh, ’Tis in Arabic proverb for a 
jjroud man nafus ratio, at Hates tn aqua, rendered feek 

fignifies tb ajk affjlanee advice or direction. When applied 
to God, to worjhip 9 confde in , artd endeavour to obtain his 
favour and blefling. Hammond renders, the wicked in the 
elation of bis countenance, as that is an indication of his heart, 
faith GodJhall in no wife require , in the notion of punifhing* 
or conGder all his devices. 



£och 

« His wrtys are 
*1 w*yi grietous; thy 
judgments art f»r 
above otrt <?/ bis 
fight: fir his 

enemies lie 0 puffeth 
at than. 


6 . He hath faM 

in his heart, I fliall 
not be moved : for 
I fiall never be in 
adverfity. 


$f PSALMS. 251 

Every aftion of his life is S&ct. 7., 
pfOdudtive of fome anxiety w 
grief or mifery > marked with x SAL * 
the plain defigrrs of devafta- * 5 
lion horror and deftrudtion: 
thy leniences and punifh* 
twents, Almighty Beings in a 
righteous judgment* whether 
to be executed hard or here¬ 
afters which he has richly 
deferved* he throws at the 
great eft diftance a 4 what may 
or may not happen: and with 
refpeit to his growing ene¬ 
mies among metis whatever 
fuft Occafion he hath given* 
he is fleadv and vehement in 

«r 

his contempt and defiance 
of them. 

He hath grounded hrnlfelf 6 
in the firm oprrrioh T or invio-' 

Jabte rtffolution that nothing 
fbftli ever happen to diveft 
him of,or in the leaflt diminifh 
that abfohne power and feu 
tied profperity he at prefent 
jtefleffes • he is not at all ap- 
prehenfive of ever being re¬ 
duced to perplexities and 

diftrefles. 

Oaths 


His ways are full of labour dfid forrow, bringing forth 
in evefy fetffort. 

0 i. e. With the breath of his fliouth he wilt blow them 
away, as an horricanecfoeaehafFd&ftoraflies. Orwith ftreiigtli 
anJ vehemence he iflues forth his breath in fcorning. 



25 * 

Sect. 7. 
Psalm 

*• 7 - 


^ Paraphrae 


Oaths arc no ties, for he 
fcruples not perjuries •, but 
commonly ufes horrid im¬ 
precations to procure credit 
to his falfehoods and hide his 
intended treacheries: under 


7. His month is 
full of P curling, and 
deceit, and fraud: 
q under his tongue 
is mifehief and va¬ 
nity. 


the difguife of refpeft, and 
the faired fpecches of an hy¬ 
pocritical tongue, as poifon 
%vithin the mouth of a viper, 
is concealed, that, which if it 
be regarded, will produce 
vexation anguifli and mifery. 

8 He lieth in ambufh, in 
fome unobferved avenue to 
country villages, fome fliaded 
court or unfrequented path: 
in fome fuch fecret place he 
watches an opportunity to 
make a fudden incurfion or 


8. He fitteth in 
the lurking places 
of the villages: in 
the fecret places doth 
he murder the inno¬ 
cent : his eyes are 
privily fet againft 
the 1 poor. 


unexpefted attack, and rob 
or kill the innocent: his eyes 
are principally intent upon 
and his bale defigns againft 
fuch as are weak, and unable 
to make any refiftance. 

As 


P Curjtngy the word properly fignifics, to bind a man’s 
felf by an oath, or to fvvear with'tin imprecation, praying 
for evil upon himfelf if he fwcar falfely. 

q Borrowed from afps or ferpents, whofe venom and 
poifon is under their lips or tongue, in fmall bladders 
within their teeth. Vanity figniiies forrvw % labour travail, 
violence, rapine, or the injury and oppreflion of others. 

. t The word may be rendered exercitus pauper um focktai 
contritorum: i. e. an army a fociety a multitude of the 
poor and contrite. 


1 
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9 Helieth in wait 
fecretly as a lion in 
bis den : he lieth in 
wait to catch the 
poor: he doth catch 
the poor when he 
draweth him into 
his net, 


io. He 9 crouch- 
cth, and humbleth 
himfelf that the 
poor may fall by his 
llrong ones. 


As the ravenous lion fhewsSECT. 6. 


an extraordinary fagacity, in 
the manner of his lurking or 
fquatting within his covert or 
den, to mark and catch his 
prey: fo con (lane a look out 
doth this infidious man keep, 
fuddenly and unawares to 
feize upon the helplefs, the 
defencelefs: he doth make 
him know that he is feized 
and certain to be deftroyed, 
when by his deceits and arti¬ 
fices he has drawn his net 
upon, and is once fure of him. 

With all fuitablc poftures 
or attitudes, he counterfeits 
great contrition and lore dif- 
trefs, bows down his body 
and with his proftrate head 
touches the very earthy that 
the unwary poor, as if they 
gradually funk down fo as to 
be fmothered in a flough, or 
deep clay-pit, may be be¬ 
guiled 



Psalm 


x. 9. 



9 From nil to lruife t or break into final I pieces % he np- 
peareth fubmifiive penitent contrite, oppreiled, in diftrefs 
and fore broken. The meaning feems to be he will bend 
and contrail himfelf, that he may rulh with more force 
Upon his prey, or feize with more violence the poor: con¬ 
tinuing the fimile of the lion. Similar to this is Horace s 

apologue. 


■ Vulpes &gr0to cauta leoni 

Rfpcndit - tua me 'vefigia terrent , 

Omnia te adverfum fpettantia> nulla reirerfum , 




A Paraphrase Bn the 


Sect. 7- Suited and Utterly ruined by 
*-■ ibis prevailing might, or realty 

xiq H foperior ftrength when 

he comps to exert it. 

11 He hath laid in his dpfircs 
and wjfhes at leaft, the Al¬ 
mighty will take no more 
notice, to refent and puni/h 
this behaviour, than if he 
did not remember it* he doth 
ppt ftri&ly obferve nor anir- 
mad vert upon fuch matters; 
he will not fee them as wrong 
■and obje&s of his difpkafure. 

12 But are not human affairs 
obfcrved, nor the greateft ini¬ 
quities grounds of difference 
tp be made by thy overruling 
providence? arife, juft God, 
from thy eternal tribunal and 
declare the contrary; pro¬ 
nounce an equal fentence and 
lift up thy hand full of judg¬ 
ments for its immediate exe* 
cution: do not feem to difre* 
gard the mortified and quire 
difpirited through oppreffion 
and vexation. 

13 For what reafcn, fliould 
perfons of this deteftabk cha¬ 
racter be connived at, ip the' 

foornful invectives and moft 
contumelious reproaches they 
throw upon a moft holy 

God ? It is plainly his inward 

thought, that ihpu wilt never 

make 


z 1. He hath fiid 
in his heart, God 
hath forgotten: he 
hideth his face, ho 
will never tee it. 


12 . Arife, O 
Lord, O God lift 
up thine hand: forget 

not the humble* 


15. Wherefore 
doth the wicked 
contemn God ? he 
hath faid in his heart 
thou wilt not require 
it. 
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14. Thou haft 
feen it, for thou be- 
holdeft mifchief and 
fpite, to requite it 
with thy hand : the 
poor 1 committeth 
himfeif unto thee, 
thou art the helper 
of the fctherlcfs. 


15. Break thou 
the arm of the wick¬ 
ed and the evil 
man: u feek out his 

wicked- 


make the (inner anfwerable, S*ct. 7- 
d* bring him to juftice for u - 
the greateft <wjckcdnef$ a ^ 8AL * 1 
man can be guilty of. *' 1 

J'his affecting fight it be- 14 
fore thee, and thou doubtleft 
takes particular notice both 
q t ^heirenormities,andabfurd 
conclufions frorju thy long 
delay of judgment: they will 
prove in die end to have 
fatally deceived themfelves * 
for thou behaldeft with atren* 
tion and indignation, the 
uneafinels trouble and vexa* 
tion they hav^ brought upon 
others; indue time to requite 
them by a proper cognizance 

of remarkable vindictive dif- 
penfations: the opprf (Ted 
poor having nothing thqt he 
can do further for himfelf, 
wholly leaves his rr^ft defti- 
tore and forlorn ^pnditioo to 
thy fatherly care: thou always 
haft been and ever wilt be 
the friendlefs man’s, and in¬ 
jured orphan’s fuccour pad 
defender. 

Manifeft this I hefeechtj 
thee in the prefent deplorable 
inftance; and quite difpirit 

or 


* Taken from Tome valuable dappfitum left in the hands 
or committed to the charge of another. 

u 7*0 feek till none is to be found feems tQ.bf a proverbial 
expreflion for utterly defraying . 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 7. or utterly divert this reftlefs 

mifchievous man of ftrength 
an< ^ P ower ; employ thyfelf 
in a diligent enquiry into, 
and exercife of juftice upon 
his mifchiefs, till they all be 
duly punifhed; let not one 
of them efcape without a juft 
and full vengeance. 
x6 The confequences will be 
an effectual difcouragement 
and lafting indelible reproach 
thrown upon all fuch perfons 
and practices; with due ac¬ 
knowledgments of the ab- 
folute authority and eternal 
rule, of an independent and 
unchangeable J ehovah: 
moreover, an utter extirpation 
of profane and heathenifli 
people, out of this whole 
country of Judea y renowned 
for being the heritage of the 
only living and true God ; 
with an extinction even of 


wickednefs till thoa 
find none: 


16. The Lord is 
King for ever and 
ever: the w heathen 
are perifhed out of 
his land. 


their names. 

iy The meek and afflicted 

may comfort themfelves that, 
moft bountiful Lord, thou 
haft attended to their affec¬ 
tionate 


17. Lord, thou 
had heard the defire 
of the humble : thou 
wilt prepare their 
heart, thou wilt caufe 
thine ear to hear : 


w By Hammond notes is not only to be underflood 
idolatrous gentiles as contradiftinguiflied from the Jc*v:s t but 
«i wicked tranfgreffort , defperate ohjUnate jinners of whatever 
nation, and often found among the Ifraelitcs. P/al. lix. 5. 
Matt, xviii. 17. 
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tionate longing defires; thou Sect. 7. 
wilt rightly difpofe and re- 
folve their hearts for offering Ps ] ALM 
up an acceptable prayer be-* 
fore thy throne in heaven * 
thou wilt likewife have thine 
ear provided and in perfedl 
readinefs to hear and grant 
their petitions: as their only 
relief thou haft appointed 
and excited them to unbofom, 
and leave with thee their 


cares and miferies, in expec¬ 
tation of mercy; to become 
objedts of thy favour and 
abundantly experience it. 

i g. To judge the That as a juft judge, and [8 
fatherlefs and the according to rules of perfedl 
epprefled, that the * equity, thou mayeft appear 

may no more op- t0 a11 lhe world to Vindicate 
prefs. the right or defend the caufe 

of injured orphans and the 

diftrefled poor; thatthefordid 

worldling, and * feemingly 

fpontaneous growth of that 

earth where all his defires 


center, may never hereafter 
unjuftly fcourge or violently 
opprefs them. 


* Nudge fuppofes man of earth here oppofsd to Jehovah 
the King of heaven , as in Pfal . xiii. 14. as much as to fay, 
«• Th is forry mortal, how much foever a man of earth , 
'* cherifhed with all its favours, and fupported with all its 
0 ftrength, (hall no longer be able to terrify the people of 
'* Jehovah the God of Heaven ” The word tranflated opprefs 
lignifies to cleave or adhere as a fcab to the fltin. 

Vo 1 . II. S PSALM 
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PSALM XI. SECT. VIH. 

t 

1 

■ 

Fleeing to feme mountain advifed for fafety . The 

divine Providence the only infallible fecurity. 
The righteous certain of fret eel ion The wicked 
in the great eft danger, fhe occafion , as is ftp- 

pofed , was Saul’j perfection. An ode or hymn 
of David dire fled to be performed by the maftcr 
of mufick . 


Sect. 8 . 

Psalm 
xi. i. 


Psalm xi. r. 

O N the wifdom power 
and goodnefs of an all- 
governing and moft faithful 
God, do I depend for refuge 
fhelter or fafety: for. what 
reafon, I am in amazement \ 
do you, my ill judgingfriends, 
direft or advife me to any ex¬ 
pedients that muft be inter¬ 
preted to proceed from guilt 
or fear, and might feem to 
betray diffidence, as to my 
fecurity under a divine pro r 
teftion: wherefore under 


Psalm xi. i. 

I N the Lord put 
I my truft : how 
fay ye to my foul*, 
flee as a bird to your 
mountain ? 


pretence of faving my life,, 
like a timerous bird flying 
from a fowler, urge me to 
make the earlieft efcape 'to- 
fome extraordinary eminence 
or high mountain. 

I- make no doubt, you 
ground your counfel on the 
■certain intelligence you have 

received 


2. For io, the 
wicked bend their 
bow, they make 
ready their arrow 

upon 
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upon the firing: that 
they may privily 
ilioot at the upright 
in heart. 


3. If the f foun¬ 
dations be defiroyed, 
what can the righ¬ 
teous do ? 


received, that as fowlers pre- S*ct. 8 
pare bow and arrows, and 
place themfelves where they 
may not be difeovered, to X ‘ 
fljoot at game j fo in the 
dark defigns of wicked men 
and ungenerous enemies, per- 
Ibns of merit and integrity 
are markt out in the molt 
fecret manner to be facri- 
ficed. 

And that they have the 3 
left chance to efcapc, indeed 
none at all on account of their 

virtuouscharader,you oblerve 

S 2 further. 


v Foundations may denote focial publick virtue, truth, 
jullice, order, and keeping oaths and pinnules, which are 
the foundation of all derivative happinefs, or the bonds of 
human fociety. Thus an ingenious author parnphralies — 
mv enemies break through all the (landing rules of jufiice 
and common honefiy ; and what have I, who have pun£lu- 
ally obferved thefe rules, done to deferve fo ill treatment. 
Hammond underllands the expreflion of forces and military 
preparation ; i. e. They have done, or faon will fcatter and 
diffpatc all thy military preparation, and what will the 
righteous do ; or in w'hat Head will thy rightcoufncfs Hand 
thee? Thus it is pertinently fpoken by his diffident friends. 
JVJav not the following lines illufirate the paflage and enter¬ 
tain the poctick reader. 

No fafety can be here for virtue; 

Where all agree to fpoil the publick good. 

And villains fatten with the brave man’s labours; 
We’ve neither fafety, unity nor peace . 

For the foundation’s loll of common good, 

Jullice is lame, as well as blind amongfi us : 

The laws corrupted to their ends that make them 
Serve but for infiruments of fomc new tyranny. 

That every day llarts up enflave u* deeper. 



J 



A Paraphrase 6ft the 


Sect . 8 .^ further,— If in the prevailing 

J corruption and confufion of 

rsALM r . , . i 

xi our times the proper bulwarks 

of a regular civil conftitution, 
all forms of law and differen¬ 
ces between right and wrong 
be violated overfet or en¬ 
tirely levelled, where is the 
fignification as to fafety, of 
a man’s honefty, or what do 
his nobleft virtues avail him ? 

4 The Lord as fupreme go¬ 
vernor dwelleth in his facred 
heavenly palace, and is im- 
moVeably feated as univerfal 
judge on his royal tribunal; 
his omnifcience obferves, and 
as with the quickeft conftant 
motion, his moft watchful 
providence proves, in order 
to make a difeovery of man¬ 
kind what they are, and what 
they will do. 

5 The fame infinitely wife 
and good Being puts the 
righteous fometimes under a 
ftridter difeipline, to difeover 
or produce their virtue and 
goodnefs; as precious metals 
are tried and refined in rhe 

fire: 


4. The Lord is in 
his holy temple, thd 
Lord's throne is in 
heaven: his eyes 
behold, his eye-lids 
try the children of 
men. 


5. The Lord * 
trieth the righteous: 
but the wicked and 
him that loveth vio¬ 
lence, his foul ha- 
teth. 


z Trieth the righteous , iome underhand as in the fore¬ 
going ver. of a judiceal examination of his adlions whether 
good or bad: and render the latter pbrafe, he that loveth 
violence hateth his own foul, i. e. inftcad of oppreHing 
others does the greateli mifehief to himfelf. 
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fire: but men .ofungovemed Sect. 8 . 

corrupt paflions, and him that J ‘ v “' 
loveth arbitrary violent pro- . 
ceedings, his foul will not™ 5 ’ 
love; he may be certain of 
coldnefs and indifference from 
him. 


6. * Upon the 
wicked he (hall rain 
fnares, fire and brim- 
ftone, and an hor¬ 
rible temped: this 
Jha /1 be the portion 
of their cop. 


As in ancient times re-6 
fpefting the ripe and deftined 
cities of Sodom and Go¬ 
morrah, fp wretches in all 
ages who have abandoned 
juftice, good faith and all 
virtue, he will devote to a 
moft terrible and rcmedilefs 
deftrudlion: as if he caufed 

1 

it to rain upon them burning 
coals or devouring fire and 
brimftone; raifed a whirlwind 
that hurls, or hurricane that 
fweeps them away: fiich 
calamitous allotments of di¬ 
vine providence are beyond 
all queftion appointed them. 

S 3 For 


* Hammond propofes to read this with a paufe at fnares: 
•— he (hall rain fnares, i. e. all manner of fudden and 
terrible evils ; as Job xxii. 10. Ifni. x,\iv. i 7 and i£. Fire 
and britr.Jlcnc , and wind of tempefs, or tenipefuous winds, all 
which together are the portion of their cup. A proverbial 
expreflion common in feripture and ufed by heathens, par¬ 
ticularly Horner , for the difp.enfations of providence. Act*/ 
(W jtpnTiip c . <, There be two cups of the Gods, one of good 
things, another of evil things. Borrowed probably from the 
ancient fealb, in which the mafter or governor thereof adrni- 
nillrcdto each gueft his diftindl (hare or proportion of meat 
nnd drink: fome render the word tranflatedyW>-£j, live coals 
or cindtrs: and miD commonly fignifies coals , J1J1D holes 
or pits dk'gedco enfnare or furprife men. 
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Sect. 8 . 



Pi ALM 

xi 7. 


F6r it is certain that a 
iTioft righteous and bene¬ 
volent God, who hath given 
a tendency in all his works 
to promote happinefs, ap¬ 
proves and efteems every juft 
and good man, the tenour of 
whole life is aimed at the 
fame; and his favourable 
afpect or diftinguifhing re¬ 
gard will communicate light 
and knowledge, even the 
moft important inftruftion, 
to him who is flncerely dif- 
pofed to conform all his 
aflions, to the diredt and 
plain rules of truth and virtue. 


7. For the righ- 

• o 

teous Lord loveth 
righteoufnefs, his 
Countenance doth 
behold the upright. 


PSALM XII. 

The degeneracy of the times complained of. Hopes 
of redrefs , the relief of innocence, and the punifh- 
ment of hypocrites and oppr effort y grounded on 
the divine char after and attributes . A pfa.hu 
of David dir efted to the m after of mujick to be 
performed on an injlrument of eight firings . 
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Psalm 


xii. 1. 


R ESCUE us from vio¬ 
lence and rapine, Al¬ 
mighty God, for men of 
character and eminence re- 
fpedting piety and virtue are 
no more: fteady faithful men, 
who may be luliy depended 

on 


Ps A L M xii. T. 


H ELP, Lord, 

for the godly 
manccafeth: for the 
faithful fail from 
among the children 
of men. 
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t 


2. They fpertk 
.vanity every one 
with his neighbour: 
•with flattering lips, 
tfm/with a double 
heart do they fpcak. 


3. The Lor Dihall 
■ cutoff all c flattering 
lips, a?ul the tongue 
that fpeakerh proud 
things. 



Pbalvi 


> 

on to keep their word and Sect. 8 . 
inviolably perform their con¬ 
tracts are greatly wanting ; ... 
are indeed nothing in com- XU ' 
parifon of the growing num¬ 
bers of the contrary in the 
run of men amonedt us, 

_ o 

Their difeourfe and con- 2 
verfe with their companions 
friends or neighbours has no 
meaning in it, anfwereth no 
good end, rather a very bad 
one, being loofe and idle; 
quite void of truth goodnefs 
and happinefs ? their expref- 
fions are kind and friendly, 
but they are Smoothed flat¬ 
tering and deceitful; there is 
no reality in nor any reliance 
to be placed on them; the-v 
pretend one thing when they 
defign another, even quite 
the contrary. 

A God of truth and holi- 3 
nefs will cut off from the land 
of the living, thofe who in 
this equivocating hollow ufe 
of.fpeech, pervert one of the 

nobleft inftruments; and will 

% » 

S 4 not 


b Literally with an heart' ahd -an hearty i. c. with two 
hearts, or with a double deceitful mind. 

e A fneaking diflimulation and flattery, and an over¬ 
bearing fwelling way of difeourfe, aimed at human ap- 
plaufe and high honour, are here joined together as they 
art* often found in one and the fame pcrlbn. 
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Sect. 8. not leave unpunifhed another 

crime often connected here- 
with, and greatly prejudicial 
to mankind, viz. large pro- 
mifes, vain oftentation, and 
fwelling arrogance in con¬ 
tempt both of God and man. 

4 People of this charafter 
declare, that by dint of elo¬ 
quence, or force of words, at 
the negleft and expence of 
right and equity, they will 
over-bear all oppofition, and 
accomplifh whatfoever they 
wifh for: Our lips, fay they, 
are our own property to ufe 
as we pleafe, and make our 
utmoft advantage of \ neither 
are we fubjeft to any one, nor 
liable to render a reafon of 
either what we fay or do. 

5 The confequence hereof, 
nr.ufl: neceflarily be the ob- 
ftruftion of the courfe of 
juftice, unredrefied grofs in¬ 
juries of the poor and friend- 
lefs, and the bittereft lamen¬ 
tations which thefe extort 
from them: on account of 

thefe 


4. Who have {aid, 
with our tongue will 
we prevail; our lips 
are our own: who 
is Lord over us ? 


5. For the oppref- 
fion of the poor, for 
the fighing of the 
needy, now will I 
arife [faith the Lord ] 
d I will fet him in 
fafety from him that 
puffcth at him. 


d Some interpret the Jaft claufe of the Almighty, i. e. 

1 •will /peak freely to t rebuke and contemn the proud opprejfor , 
others, 1 •will •work filiation , openly it , falvation, jhall 
J'peak aloud to him, at the end ; i. e. (hall give him the 
effeft, and (hew him the accompli foment of my proofs. 
See Hab. ii. 3. 
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thefe injuries and lamentable StCT - 8 - 
cries which feem now grown v TT pv T" 
to their higheft pitch ^ we X ” S t 1 " 1 
may be certain as if we be¬ 
held him rife from his judg¬ 
ment-feat, and heard his awful 
voice, that the Almighty and 
eternal ruler declares, there 
is enough: 1 will no longer 
fuffer thefe proceedings: but 
will now ftand up as a patron 
judge and avenger; and in 
defiance of their perfecutors 
will place them in a condi¬ 
tion beyond their reach and 
above their feoffs. 


6 . The words of 
the Lord are pure 
words: as filver tried 
in a f urnace of earth, 
purified feven times. 


There is no reafon to doubt 6 
of the reality of thefe exprefs 
divine declarations and pur- 
pofes, nor of the certainty of 
their performance; as filver 
tried in a furnace of earth. 


many times purified, mull 
come forth at laft perfectly 
refined; as to the purity of 
the metal free from all drofs; 


fo free from all mixture of 


7. Thou /halt 
keep them, O Lord, 
thou /halt preferve 
them from this ge¬ 
neration for ever. 


falfhood and entirely to be 
relied on are the Almighty's 
defigns and refolutions. 

Warranted by thy faith- 7 
fulnefs I mod ftedfaftly be¬ 
lieve, that thou, O Lord, 
wilt keep thy promife invio¬ 
late, and as thy peculiar 
charge watch over them for 
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their advantage; as choice 

treafure in the fecureft 
place under the tnoft vigi¬ 
lant Careful guard, thou 
wilt prcferve them from ene¬ 
mies, dangers, and all Cala¬ 
mities ; from this perverfe 
and wicked generation, and 
throughout all generations, 
world without end. 

8 The reftlefs wicked who 
change with the times, take 

their 


8 . c The wicked 

walk on every fide* 
when the vileft. men 
are exalted. 


c There are different renderings of this paffage. kludge 
makes the pfalmift here apply to the jealoufy of God, as 
he frequently does, that his honour may roufe him to do 
jullice upon the wicked; and for this purpofe he reads 

* 19^3 with the addition of only, which, the LXX. 
▼ " • 1 

acknowledge, and a different punttuation of the other 
word, fo as to make it a verb, as they iikewife do. “ Be- 
u caufe thou refideft upon high, thou art become dif- 
if regarded by men, and that makes the wicked walk up 
** and down in fuch numbers.” A very frequent fentiment, 
fays he, Is there knowledge in the moft high ? fome render, 
when evil and hafe perjons are exalted , then wicked and i«- 
jurious men bear all the /way, fvuartn every where: others— 
all places are full of wicked men, and on all fides they 
licentioafly wander, going about to circumvent andopprefs 
the good. But as thou art exalted and immenfe, fo for 
the greatnefs of thy power and goodnefs, thou always mul¬ 
tiplied the fons of men, efpecially thofe who are thy care, 
not fuffering them to beoppreffed apd extinguifned, though 
the ungodly endeavour that. But always taking the greateft 
care of them, wherefore we hope, thou wilt always pre- 
ferve them. 

The connexion would perhaps be beft preferved by in¬ 
terpreting as the words feem to bear—The wicked, amazed 
and giddy Walk in circles, go to and fro like men nonpluf- 
fed and at their wits end, when they behold thofe whom 
they ufed to negleft and infult raifed to the higheft dignity, 
even appointed to be miniffers of God’s providence, to 
humble the proud and exalt the lowly. 
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their circuits to do mifchief, Sect. a. 
and every where fwarm and 
furround one, when the mod ? SA * LM 
Worthlefs and defpicable arc XU ’ 
preferred to the higheft fta- 
tions. 


PSALM XIII. SECT. IX. 

Expojlillations with the Almighty touching the di¬ 
vine feemingdif regard of bis afflifted circumjlances. 
Dea b likely to be the conference , and the tri¬ 
umph of enemies , if relief was much longer de¬ 
layed. His truft, in God's Providence* he pro- 
mifes himfelf jhall iffue in finging his praifes . 
Apfalm of David directed to be performed by 
the principal muftcian. 


Psalm xiii. 1. 

H OW long wilt 
thou forget 
me, O Lord, for 
ever ? how long wilt 
thou hide thy face 
from me ? 


Psalm tfiii. r. 

P ERMIT me humbly Sect.9. 

to remonftrate as to thy 
dealings with me in the con- • 

& - . Xlll. 1 . 

tmuance or my grievous af¬ 
flictions; and intreat to be 
informed, how long notwith- 
ftanding thy gracious pro- 
mifes in my favour thou wilt 
feem to negleCt my intereft 
and welfare; mod faithful 
Goo without known end, 
through an indefinite time, 
or to eternity? To what 
period muft l move on in all 
temporal refpeCts, as if thou ■ 
hadft no regard for me, but 

I plainly 
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Psalm 
xiii. i, z. 



I plainly lay under the frowns 
of thy providence. 

To what future tedious 
date is it appointed that I 
fhall thus deliberate, and tor¬ 
ture my invention with con¬ 
triving what to do, or how 
to avoid the greateft dangers; 
being continually afflifted 
with grief and anguifh which 
galls and tears my heart, or 
giveth the mod painful for- 
row ? how long fhall the 
power of mine enemy remain 
prevailing and triumphant, 
and his eyes look above me 
with pride and difdain. 

Look condefcendingly and 
with compaflion, and a£t fuit- 
ably to my defires and dif- 
trefies, O Lord my God : 
reftore me to agreeable happy 
circumftances, left l fink into 
the founded deep of un¬ 
waking death*, left I be quite 
overwhelmed and perifti thro' 
the d iftradlion of my thoughts 
or the violent hand of my 
determined adverfaries. 


2. How long (hall 
I take counfe! in my 
foul, having forrow 
in my heart daily ? 
how long (hall mine 
enemy be exalted 
over me ? 


3. Confider find 
hear me, O Lord, 
my God: * lighten 
mine eyes,Ieft I (leep 
the f.eep of death ; 



* Lighten mine eyes, feems a proverbial exprefiion, or com¬ 
mon idiom taken from the effedt of food upon the bodily 
conftitution after long falling : and denotes reftitution of 
vigour, refrefhment with a kind of new life and vivacity. 
See } Sam. xiy. 27. 2 Sam. xvii. 29 Pfal. xix. 8. 
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4. Left mine ene¬ 
my fay, i have pre¬ 
vailed againft him ; 
am j'rhofe that trouble 
me, rejoice when I 
am moved. 


# 

And further to the dif- Sect. 9. 
honour of that providence 
which has undertaken my • 5ALM 
defence, and thole virtuous Xm * 
courfes which fhould be the 
good man’s fecurity, left mine 
enemy fhould have ic in his 
power to declare — notwith- 
ftanding his religious cha¬ 
racter and reliances I have 


5. But I have 
trufted in thy mercy, 
my heart (hall re¬ 
joice in thy lalva- 
rion. 


gained my point: and thofe 
who have clofely befec and 
diftrefled me, rejoice exceed¬ 
ingly when I am violently 
fhoved or utterly difabled 
as to all hopes of fuccefs or 
profperity. 

But I have thought myfelf 5 
perfectly fecure in being the 
objeCt of thy favour, and de¬ 
pending upon thy boundlefs 
mercy and goodnefs; and 
furely thele attributes are the 
ftable ground of an abfolute 
dependance; and ere long, 
every faculty and affeCtion of 
my heart and mind, fhall 
exult and triumph in the en¬ 
tire freedom, thou wilt pro¬ 
cure me from trouble; and 
the ftate of peace and fafety 
in which I fhall be eftablifhed. 


6. I will fing unto 
the Lord, becaufe 
he hath dealt boun¬ 
tifully with me. 


When this happy day fhall 6 
once commence, in the de- 
vouteft fpngs I will exprefs 
unto the Lord my unfeigned 

thank- 
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Sect. 9. thankfulnefs; and openly 

v —■ J acknowledge that my fafety 

and profperity are entirely 
xnj. 6. • r r 1 • l j 

owing to his bounty and 
goodnefs. 


PSALM XIV. 

A general defection from virtue declared. Sin¬ 
ners thrown into an unufual confer nation. 
<J'he Lord the refuge of the poor. A prayer 
for deliverance. Ihe occafton as fome conjefture 
was Abfalom 's rebellion: others , the Babylonifh 
captivity \ and Belfhazzar’j feaft alluded to. A 
pfalm of David to be performed by the chief 
mujician . 


Psalm xiv. 1. 


Sect. 9. rpHE immoral, and 

x plainly deftitute of wif- 
Ps alm ^ QTn ^ goocinefs and every 

X1V> 1 principle of virtue, hath 

thought with himfelf and re- 
folved in his own mind, that 
the all-perfedt God is no¬ 
thing at all, that he has any 
concern with, and either hopes 
or fears from: too many there 

are 


Psalm xiv. x. 

.8 * I % HE fool hath 
X laid in his 
heart, there is no 
God : they are cor¬ 
rupt, they have done 
abominable works, 
there is none to at 
doeth good. 


6 Ihnp K.b mn> literally, Jehovah vAAJ oppr/Iant ; Nb 
fj. McTtJ' aut xSiV infert r viiitatis aut imbed lii tat is i>j:mvm 
gradum % often applied to death- Vid. P/ut. in Art or. p. c>^6. 
Herod, viii. 106. Eurip . Hecub. 6zz.—? Pbeenijj. 6ci. This 
is the temper and character of atheifts and the wickedetl 
of men, that they make nothing of, it figniiies nothing to 
them that there is a — Deity. Vid. Schuit. in Jib p. 125. 
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2. The Lord looked 
down from heaven 
upon the children of 
men; to fee if there 
were any that did 
wnderftand, and feek 

God, 


3. They are all h 
gone afide, they are 
all together become 

filthy; 


are of this fhocking cha* Sect. 9. 

rafter, all whofe faculties V r" v “'- 
are marred, and perverted . 
to the purpofes of craft and 
deceit; they have committed 
the greateft abominations: as 
to virtuous upright and ge¬ 
nerous aflions, there is hardly 
a fingle man to be found, 
that fhews the leaft concern 

about them. 

From his exalted throne 2 
of fupreme and impartial 
judgment; the Omnipotent 
JBeing hath taken a ftridh 
furvey of this moft diflolute 
and abandoned generation; 
to obferve and make a dif¬ 
ference in his difpenfations, 
if in fo great a multitude 
there were the fmalleft num¬ 
ber to be found, who retained 
fome regard for true wif 3 om* 
and endeavoured to recom¬ 
mend themfelves to his ac¬ 
ceptance by a more regular 
life, and pious obedience. 

Upon this canvafs, -they 3 
appear almoft univerfally tp 

have 


h The original denotes an extreme degeneracy coe¬ 
mption and as it were putrefaftion: it is applied to 
drink grown four, or wine that is degenerate: and 
here probably to a revolt, rebellion, and wilfully turn¬ 
ing afide from duty &nd obedience. No not onc y figni- 
fies generally, hardly univerfally. De Diett underftands the 
next vcr. of the Baiyfanans who had carried the Ifraeljtifh 

people 
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.Sect. 9. have forgotten and deviated 

from the great ends and only 

lrSALM • n 1 r • • • 

'fciv. 4. J u d ru ’ es of living into ini¬ 

quity and apoftacy : the dire 
infection, and extreme dege¬ 
neracy has run through all 
places and conditions ages and 
fexes *, there is fcarce an in- 
ftance, or fingle individual 
who has not loft all fenfe of 


filthy ; there is none 
that doeth good, no 
not one. 


duty and virtue, or that is 
capable of an action which is 
reputable and beneficial. 

4 Is there fome fatality in 
this declenfion, or fuch an 
extraordinary infatuation and 
ftupidity attends the workers 
of iniquity, that they are to¬ 
tally diverted of common 
reafon, fenfe of (hame, or 
reflexions of remorfe, who 
without the lead feelings of 
humanity or mercy deftroy 
my people i whom no re¬ 
ligion can bind, nor either 
hopes or fears as to an Infinite 
Being reftrain. 

5 In thofe circumftances 
where the righteous would 

have 


4. Have all the 
workers of iniquity 
no knowledge? who 
eat up my people as 
they eat bread, and 
call not upon the 
Lord. 


5.There were they 
in 1 great fear: for 

O 

God is in the gene¬ 
ration 


people into captivity, there devoured them, adding this im¬ 
piety to their inhumanity, that they called not upon God 
when they eat bread. Ludo*v. dc Dicu Animad'verf p. 315. 

i Some interpret the fear they feared as it is literally, to 
exprefs the ohjeSl of their fear or danger : and the fenfe to 
be, Ahfahns and bis party not only cajoled, but frightened 
or intimidated many with threats to join their party : which 

ihould 
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ration of the righ¬ 


teous. 


6 . k You have 
fhamed the counfel 
of the poor; becaufe 
the Lord is his 
refuge. 


have nothing to fear, intimi- Sect. 9* 
date others, and them- n 

r r Psalm 

felves may be in an uneafy ^ Vt 5, 
fufpence, and under fearful 
apprehenfions; for they have 
no reafonable ground to ex¬ 
pert the divine protection; 
whereas the Almighty is con¬ 
tinually prefent with and en¬ 
gaged to fupport that excel¬ 
lent race of men who are his 

# 

faithful fervants. 

You who depend folely 6 
upon your own ftrength, and 
human fuccours for fuccefs, 
have endeavoured to throw 
reproach and confufion upon 
the virtuous principles and 
honeft defigns of the poor; 
who confults with his heart 
and confcience before heads: 
and wholly relies upon the 
guardianfhip and concurrence 


fliould not have influenced them to do it; becaufe they 
might certainly depend upon the Almighty in preserving 
their allegiance and performing their duty. Timent timorevi t 
they feared a fcar y or were in great fear, a common Hebraifm. 

k Mu dye underflands this as an infulting queflion, “Will 
* c ye now lhame or laugh at the poor opprefled people for 
“ making God their refuge? Oh, that I could once fee 
“ them back again in their own land.” [This great event 
probably gave the author fpirit to hope it.] “ This op- 
41 prefled people, by the help of that God, whom their ene- 
“ ride's defpifed, would tie quit with them for the cata- 
4< mitics they had made them fuffer. Victory would again, 
as in former days, attend Ifraeli rom God in Zicn\ there 
“ would be jpyful days ! • 

Vol, IK T 


of 
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Sect. 9. of heaven, to profper his 
V - * -01 meafures and defend him 

rs a LM r 1 

xiir, 6. trom rangers. 

7 It were earnellly to be 
wiihed, that prefent fcenes 
might be changed •, the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael delivered from 
their enemies, by him who 
hath placed his ark and taber¬ 
nacle in Zion, and favoured 
with opportunities of again 
peaceably worfliipping there: 
and that his opprefled people* 
who now ^-oan under the 
miferies of fervitude and cap¬ 
tivity, were reftored to their 
liberties, would be matter 
of the moft folid joy and 
lifting fatisfaftiom 


7. O that the fal- 
▼ation of Ifrael *wert 
come OUt of Zion f 
when the Lord 
bringeth back the 
captivity of his peo¬ 
ple, Jacob (hall re¬ 
joice, and Xfrael (hall 
be glad: 


PSALM XV. SECT. X. 

*The truly good man characterized \ who is wor¬ 
thy to be a member of the pm eft church on 
earthy and enjoy permanent and eternal happi- 
ttefs in heaven . A devout Ode or f acred hymn y 
cempofed or approved and admired by David, 


Sect. to. 



Psalm xv. i. 

A dmit me, o thou 

great obje<ft of all pof- 
fible homage, and Only fource 

of 


Psalm xv. i. 

L Or d, who (hall 
1 afeide in thy 
tabernacle? who (hall 
dwell in thy holy 
hill ? 


1 Hiidge obferve?, who (hall fijoum and ledge ? not a W/ r 
h aft expreffion accommodated to that nation , who came 

fresj 
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of endlefs happinefs, humbly Sect. 10 
to enquire what kind of per- 
fons and characters thou wilt PsALM 

XV I • 

accept conftanrly to worfhip 
thee in thy tabernacle pitched 
here on earth ? and who is 


2. He that walk* 
eth uprightly, and 
worketh righteouf- 
nefs, and Jpeaketh 
the truth in his heart. 


the happy man that lhall ce- 
lcberate and enjoy thee forever 
in the heavenly eternal reft ? 

The anfwer is very obvious 2 
and certain, it mud be him 
who enters into the facred 
courts under the influences, 
and with the foie views of a 
virtuous and fincere devo¬ 
tion : the tenour of whole 
life is conformable to the 


3. He that back- 
biteth not with his 
tongue, nor doth evil 
to his neighbour, 
nor m taketh up & 

reproach 


laws of integrity and righ- 
teoulhefs-, and all whofe ck- 
preflions are the faithful 
interpreters of his honeft 
thoughts and meaning. 

Elpecially who is ijioft 3 
exa£t and confcientious as to 
all inftances of focial mora¬ 
lity, and the ufes to be made 

T 2 . of 


from all parts three times a year to do hojnage at his tem* 
fc>le. "This they certainly did, if itcz prevented by any great 
calamity. The anfwer therefore to this queilion in the lad 
Ttrfe is, ha that doth theft thirds jhfill ntytr beJbckeii: i. e. 
ihail ever be profperpus, and in a condition tp pay his dux/ 
to God at ferufalem. 

m By throwing a repraarh uptn his ncighbpur, Madge un* 
derflands difjonouritig his *wift or daughter 9 —hecauic, a$ ho 

adds, the common iran/latkm comes tpp near the meaning 
of the firll daufc in this verfe; and that otherwiff fpme- 

' thing 
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reproach againft his 
neighbour. 


4 In whofe eyes 

whofe diilike or efteem are f_ V11 e P cr f on \ s c ? n - 
the virtue or vice of charac¬ 
ters: in whofe juft eftimate, 
a man of corrupt defigns and 
vile practices, whatever his 
condition be in other refpefts, 
is defpicable and infamous*, 
and as fuch he throws all pro¬ 
per contempt upon him: but 
he places in the mod confpi- 

cuou-s 


lemnea ; but he ho¬ 
noured! them chat 
fear the Lord: n / v 
that fweareth to his 
o'ivti hurt and chang¬ 
ed! not. 


StcT.io.of his reports and accounts 

ot ^ ers,s ^ ves an d actions: 
xv. 3.. A w h° carefully avoids all ca¬ 
lumny and detraftion: and 
in no refpeft defignedly does 
. harm or wrong to his fellow- 
. creatures : who without the 
ftrongeft undeniable evidence 
will not give credit to a re¬ 
proach, nor harbour an ill 
opinion of his friends, neigh¬ 
bours or acquaintance. 
a The only meafures of 


thing very eflential to a good man; and which is ufually 
made part of his charatfer, [See Ezek. xviii.] would be 
omitted. Ludoi'icus de Dieu, interprets tier doth evil t & c. 
iicut fcribitur in Maccoth , qui non defcenderit in cfijicium> vel 
in artem^r// fui . He that hath not entered upon another’s 
province or taken his trade out of his hands. 

*> The LXX. render to his neighbour, but the character 
grows more, and the integrity brightens, where the ftron¬ 
geft temptation cannot prevail; and the upright man, 
chough he fuffers by it,or brings mifehief upon himfelf ftill 
performs his oath. Abe?i Ezra and 5 Jar chi interpret of 
an oath or vow of* penance or felf-denial whereby he 
afffitts hk fouL - 
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5- He that puttcth 
rot out his money to 
° ufury, nor taketli 
reward againft the 
innocent. He that 
doeth thefe things 
fhall p never be 
moved. 


cuous point of - view 1 ,' and Sect, td 

gives the greateft encourage- w 
nient to men of piety and in- ysALM , 

And as to his - xv ‘ * 


tegnty. 

tradls and engagements, tho’ 
they prove to his disadvan¬ 
tage, he reckons them {acred 
and moft fcrupulaufly to -he 
performed in every tittle of 
them. 

He that moreover reftrains 5 
all covetous defires, fo as not 
to receive an exorbitant in- 
tereft for the money he lends, 
nor by any means make an 
undue advantage of thene- 
ceffities and diftrefies of his 
poor neighbours: he whom 
no gifts or bribes are ever 
fuffered to influence and bias 
in judgment to favour the 
rich and fell the poor, acquit 
the guilty and punifh the in¬ 
nocent. He who thus adts an 
uniformly virtuous pious and 
upright part will undoubtedly 

T 3 be 


' V- 


° “| 11*1 fignificth to bite as a ferpent jnfufing <ve?tom inn 
the bloody which preyeth upon the vitals, and dellroyeth 
the man. Figuratively , applied to oppreflive meafures 
which confume the wealth and power of a nation, and to 
ufury which in thofe days, or in the kind Qf ufury was as 
poifon to a man’s fubftance. The Jews feem exprefsly 
forbidden this to their brethren; though they were allowed 
it to foreigners. 

P Literally be Jball. not be moved for ever. Kimcbi inter¬ 
prets, not even hi death \ but his, foul Jhall abide in the plan 
Mfgk-y after death . 




A Paraphrae tm the 

Sect. 16.be accepted in the holieft of 

temples, approved in a future 
xv s * / audit, and rewarded with an 

eternity of glory and felicity. 


PSALM XVI. 

The divine guardianfhip intreated* A religious 
confidewe declared . Liberality or active charity 
the natural fruit of genuine true piety . Idols 

certain to difappoint their abfurd votaries. 
Rational pious principles man's infallible 
guide to perfection and happinefs. The title 
q Michtam, or a golden folid and invaluable 
compofition of David, 

PsMIM Xvi. I . 

P Referve me, O 
God: for in thee 
do I put my trufl. 


Sect, to 


PtALM 

xvi. i. 



Psalm xvi. i, 

HILST in a&ing 
as thou haft cdmmari- 
I am conflicting with 

extreme 


fl Michtam from E 3 H 2 gold which is the moll folid and 
cdmpadl, or the freeft from alloy. Matter that is fo com- 
pad!, and adheres fo clofely that it cannot be di/Tolved, or 
waflied away. Hammond , to ft a! note or ingrave in order 
to fecure or preferve from forgetfulnefs. inferibing on 
marble or on a pillar to be feen and read of all men. As 
Job wilhed his ever memorable fpeech to be. O that they 
nutre printed in a book , that they were graven with an iron 
pen and lead, [i. e. faith he, the fculpture filled up with 
leady that the letter might continue the longer legible] in 
the rocky i. e. flint t hard Jionty marble y or rather the moll durable 
matter for ever. The fame tide is inferibed to Pfal. xxxv. 
lvi. lvii. lviii. and lix. 

Mudge here repeats his ufeful caution with rcfpcfl to all 
the titles, not too much to depend on the placing of them; 
it being very certain that many of them were wrong placed 
at firll, or have fuffered. a confufron fince. He adds, the 

author 
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2.0 my foul, thou 
hall faid unto the 
Lord, thou art my 
Lord: my f good- 

nefs 


extreme difficulties, do thoq, Sect. ig. 
blefied God, watch over me ^ ■-* 

for my fecurity from all harm 
and violence, for I take fhel- ** 
ter and expeft fafety under 
thy protection. 

O my heart,’pis thy inward 
thought and what my lips 
have often, moll folemnly de* 

T 4 .dared 


author of this,p{alm appears- totJafcour under feme disorder 
fthat threatened him with death; applies to Jehovah, the 
God to whom be had foleomly devoted himfelf, difcaiming 
all others, and on wbofe prote^Hon.he felicitates bimfdf,-^ 
he is thoroughly fatisfied that God Will reftore him again 
to life, and the enjoyment of his f prefence in his temple. 
Foreign applications and forced femes oughtxo be avoided 
in interpreting all authors; but does not the natural 
meaning feem to carry us much farther 'than any earthly 
temple, and to be referable s to« futurity and ftfikingly re- 
prelent another life and immortality. 

T My goodnefiy Sec. Literally rendered it 4 s,. wy goedneft, 

profit, delight , profperity, goodly jlourijhing (fate in no wife, 
by no meant, not at all to, 'with, about, or concerning thee . 
As Mudge obferves, God had no occafion for any of the 
good things he could give him; they were not according to 
him, nor fuited or adapted to hem : they were for his fervour- 
ites the holy and glorious ones of the earth: intending by tbeie 
names to hint a contradiftinftiem to thofe divinities in 
heaven, who are like wife fo called : as much as to fay, 
'• That God defigned the good things on earth [Pfal cxv. 

16.] for his favourites the holy ones, his own felefl on 
earth, not for thofe to whom the heathens offered them: 
their pains fhould grow worfe that offered thofe bribes or 
fees to other Gods; he would have nothing to do with 
them.” He fuppofes an allufion here to fome heathen divi¬ 
nities recommended for cure, [fuch as Baalzebub, 2. Kings i j 
whofe votaries made coflly offerings which were depofited 
:n their treafuries ; where as to the God of Ifrael, nothing 
was offered but a facrifice ; which except a fmall part borpe 
Vy way of acknowledgment, was eaten by God’s holy ones 

on 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. io. dared 



Psalm 
xvi. 2. 


the fupreme 
art the grand 


unto 

Being, thou 

' bafis and firm fnpport where¬ 
by not only I myfelfam but the 
whole univerfe is iuftained; 
there is nothing out of thy 
boundlefs liberality which can 
be returned that is ftriftly 
fpcaking fuitable, or can be 
beneficial to thyfelf in whom 
dwells all fulnefs. 

3 After the few wants of my 
own frugal nature are fup- 
plied, and I am accommo¬ 
dated agreeably to my fta- 
tion, it is doubtlefs thy defign 
that I fhould freely commu¬ 
nicate to perfons peculiarly 
appropriated 'to God and 
religion, who in this coun¬ 
try Hand in need ; and more 
particularly to thofe who are 
illuftrioufly diftinguifh 
mod excel in the nobleft 
qualities of holinefs and righ- 
teoufnefs: whofe well-being* 
and happinefs I truly have at 
heart, as an objedt deferviug 
of my higheft regard and 
conftant attention; and where¬ 
by I may belt teltify my obli¬ 
gations to the moft beneficent 
Deity. Their 


/*: O 1 

V * k ^ i V _ 


nefs extendeth not to 
thee. 


3. But to the faints 
that are in the earth, 
and to the excellent 
in whom is all my 
delight. 


pn earth, his priefts and people that offered it. By liba¬ 
tions of blood he feems to underftand the fhedding of inno¬ 
cent blood, or the inhuman cuftom of facrificing the fruit 
of their body for the fin of their fouls. 
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4. Their forrows 
»■!::11 be multiplied, 
tj\it haflcn after 
.mother god: their 
drink - offerings of 
blood will I not 
offer, nor take up 
their names into my 
lips. 



Their crime is heightened, Sect 
and their mifery and punilh- 
ment fhall be moft dreadful P ? ALM 
in this world and a future XV1 * * 
one, who from any feduce- 
ments or temptations are led 
to becornl idolaters, worfhip 
falfe Gods, or the true one 


10. 


through fictitious fpurious 
mediums: I will not give 
the lead countenance to, by 
ever being prefent at their 
abfurd and horrid offerings 
and facrifices ; not fwear by 
the names, nor exprcfs the 
leaft refpe£t to the titles of 
thefe vanities. 


5. The Lord is 
the portion of mine 
inheritance, and of 
my cup: thou main¬ 
tained my lot. 


6. r The lines are 
fallen unto me in 
pleafant places; yea 

I have 


The only living and true 5 
God, who created all things, 
and by whom they confift, is 
the God whofe I am and 
whom I ferve: he is my foie 
happinefs and dependance, 
and hath unalterably cofirm¬ 
ed to me thofe moft valuable 
poffeflions or enjoyments 
which he hath gracioufly 
allotted to my particular 
fhare. 

The track of land meafured 6 
out for, or the inheritance 

afiigned 


9 As Edwards obferves, this is probably a metaphorical 
expreflion taken from the Ancient’s who ufed to nieafure 
their lands with lines : which are here put for a part or 
portion ot land meafured. Particularly may it not allude 

to 





A Paraphrase m tit 


Sect. to. affigned me happens to be in 
^ ^ the moft delightful charming 

xvi 6- fituation; yea, its fplendour 

and excellence isinexpreftible, 
as it is appointed to be a 
perpetual property, and'in a 
conftant and uninterrupted 
fuccellion of my heirs, defeend 
to all future generations. 

7 As an incumbent duty and 
fuitable reafonable return, 1 
■will fpeak of God with the 
higheft efteem and reverence, 
who hath contrived and pur- 
pofed, given counfel and 
formed defigns for my advan¬ 
tage : farther, my private 
thoughts and clofe home-re¬ 
flexions 


I have a goodly 
heritage. 


7. I will blefs the 
Lord, who hath 
given me counfel: 
my reins alfo inftrutt 
me in the night- 
feafons. 


to the divifion ©f Canaan among the Jewifii tribes' and 
here be to be underftood of that country where the Lord 
was peculiarly acknowledged by his name Jebovab, which 
was finally determined of by rods. See Numb. xvii. 2. 

Langfqrd imagines David now feated on the throne of 
*Judah y and furveying the aiftuence, with which God had 
blefled him; and at the fame time calling his eyes back to 
■the ftieepfold he had formerly attended. His heart over¬ 
flowing with the moft grateful fenfe of God's goodnefs to 
him, in advancing him from fo low and mean a fiiuation, 
to fuch a fulnefs of profperity: he declares himfelf ready 
to part with any portion of the good things he enjoyed, in 
return of the favours he had received. Bat knowing that 
thefe were utterly inefficient to add to the happinefs of 
the Almighty, he determines that all his delight fhould be 
placed on relieving the faints, that are on the earth, and 
fuch as excel in virtue. The lot is fallen unto me in a fair 
ground, yea I have a goodly heritage ; but my goods are 
nothing unto thee, my delight therefore fhall be to the 
faints, t— 



fr. I hive fet the 
Lord always before 
me: bee a irk be is 
ac my right hand, I 
ihali not be moved. 


9. Therefore my 

* m 

heart is glad, and 
my ' glory rejoiceth ; 
in / fldh alfo ihali u 
rdl in hope. 
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flefldons lay the ground-work Sect, k 

of attion in a ftate beclouded 
and greatly diftrefled. Psalm 

As in a dire£h full view 8™ 
before my eyes, I have always 
determined my regard and 
affe&ion to the attributes and 


providence of the fupreme 
Being: becaufe he is my 
chief' dependance and effec¬ 
tually exerts his Omnipotence 
in my favour, it is impoflible 
that my firmnefi of mind 
fhould be fhaken, or my 
power and authority by the 
greateft violence be wrefted 
out of my hands. 

From this wdl-grounded 9 
perfuafion, I find a peculiar 
fenfible gladnds and pteafure 
diffufcd throughout my whole 
mind and heart: the mod 


important inftrumemt, my 
aftive tongue utters forth the 
fecret triumphant joy : my 
flefh alio and feeble decaying 
body, though it mult he 
humbled into the duft out of 

which 


r Buxiorf obferves that the Rabbi's explain the Hebrew 
word tranflated glory by tongue in Bfal. xxx. 19. Ivii. 9. as 
well as in this plalm. The radix fignifies weight and im¬ 
portance* 

11 As natural Jleef is a refrelhment and relief to the bodily 
organ* and fenfes, from cheir labours bufy cares and fe- 
fiyuei; death is frequently fly led Jleep or rejl: cfpecially 
i * it >>f the pious and juft man. 




A Paraphrase on.tbc 


Sect. to. which it was originally taken, 

(hall reft fafe in the grave 

xvi iA q LM ^°P C at 211 a PP°* nte< ^ 

time of rifing again never 

more to die. 

i° Though I quit this world, 
and my foul fhall go into the 
Jheol or ftate of departed 
fpirits, I am pofitive thy 
omnipotence which extends 
to, will recover and produce 
me again from thence: nei¬ 
ther wilt thou allow the grand 
type and fore-runner of a ge¬ 
neral refarrettion, to remain 
-fo long in the grave until his 
body corrupt or putrify before 
thou wilt revive and reunite 
it to his afcending and tri¬ 
umphant fpirit. 

ii Thou wilt guide me, fo 
long as I am here, in the 
ways of virtue to perfedtion 
and happinefs; and efpecially 
when 1 fhall enter upon an 
unknown new manner, of life 
and adtion, thou wilt direct 

me 


io. For thou wilt 
not leave my foul in 
hell, neither wilt 
thou fuffer thine w 
holy one to fee cor¬ 
ruption. 


i t . Thou wilt 
fhew me the path of 
life: in thy prefence 
is fulnefs of joy, at 
thy right hand there 
are pleafures for 
ever-more. 


w In he!! blK&’b Jheoh or to Jheol , i. e. in the place 
where fouls departed go. The fituation of-which in the 
vulgar opinion was downward ; nay the very lowed place 
they had any conception of: and hence it is, that we find 
JJjeol and Jhamaim [or heaven] oppofed to each other for 
height and depth. This feemingly contradi&ed Eccl f iii. 

S ee.Pe/., Crit . DiJJert. on Job, 4to. p. 223.. The ap¬ 
plication of this pfalm to the refurre&i^n of our blefled 
Saviour is made by two of the apollles. 
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me in the untried fcenes, and Sect. iq. 
fully inform'me of all the J 

•necefiary circumftances which vw f A '^ 1 

. /• . , XVK I * • 

appertain to .a.future being 
and eternal ftate: through 
the gloomy fhades of death 
I fhall pafs into a world of 
light and bleffed immorta¬ 
lity: in the heavenly prefence 
of an approving Deity there 
is a fatiety of joys: in this 
ftate of the higheft dignity 
there is every thing that is 
inviting and relifhing to the 
nobleft appetite in unmixed 
perfect and perpetual purity. 


PSALM XVII. SECT. XI. 

A juft God intreated for ciffiftance and redrefs of 
wrongs . 'The -petitioner's truth and integrity 
declared as tried and manifeft . 'The character 
and dejigns of his enemies . His dependence on 
the Almighty profeffed. An humble fupplication 
of David. 


Psalm xvii. 1. 


x TT ^ A R the 

O right, O 

Lord, attend unto 
my cry, give ear 

unto 



Psalm xvii. 1. 

N a matter of right and Sect, ii, 


truly juft caufe, O thou 
fountain of equity, fuffer me 

to 


Ps A LM 

xvii. 1. 


* The Arab, renders hear jttpice or right eoufnefi , the 
Chalci . hear in jnjlicc or in righteoufnpfs . The LAX. ami 

Syriac t O Lord of righteoiifncfs* or O holy God. Th- ietjfe 
not greatly altered, which of them i' preferred. 







A Paraphrase en.tbe 


Sect* h. to implore tby gracious au- 
L p ,<J dience; difpofe tby ear to a 
*¥^1^ c l°fe att ^ntion unto my loud 

and earneft cry; give good heed 

to and ftri&ly examine my ar¬ 
bitration and pleading, which 
proceedeth from lips void of 
all falfe arts, all prevarication 
fubtlety or infmeerity, 

2 Admit my judgment and 

fentence to be pafled by thy- 
felf from thine own tribunal j 
not from weak and preju¬ 
diced, nor from wicked and 
defigning men t let thine all- 
difeerningeyes fix upon, and 
make manifeft to the world 


unto my prayer that 
goeth not out of 
feigned lips. 


2. Let my ten- 
tence come forth 
from thy prefence : 
let thine eyes behold 
the things that are 
equal. 


by a final award, what is equal, 

and who has reafcn his 


fide. 

3 The innocence and fince- 3 - T h° u 
rity of the inmoft recefles of P rove ^ f 1 ®* i ^ arr> 
my heart are not unknown to ^ the night> y th0Q 

thee : haft 


7 Thou baft tried me, a beautiful expreflion taken from 
metals and the tell the fire brings them to ; applied to men 
who are often different in profperity from what they are in 
afflidtion, and in feeTet from what they appear publickJy. 
Shalt ftvd 7wtbmg, is an idiom fignifying that there is no¬ 
thing to be found — nothing eAiiiing. Caftellio gives con¬ 
cisely and fully the meaning of the lafl claufe. Non depre- 
kendes vie aliud in pettore, aliud in ere habere , theu jhalt not 
find me to ba<ie eve thing in my hr eaft, another in my r.outh. 
^htdge interprets, “ God had taken a thorough review of 
M him now in the night, when a man is all open and with- 
“ out difguife, and found him innocent in thought, word, 
M and deed : no doings, or perhaps recompences of man, 

t( tempted 
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kail tried me, and 
(halt find nothing: 
I am purpofed that 
my mouth (hall not 
icaji/grc fs. 


thee: thou haft vifited to Sect, n 
make diligent ftarch of'vaf % ^ >r ^ 
principles in thofe places of ^ ALM 
retirement, fcafons of adver- XV ’ 3 ° 
fity r or hours of night and 
darknefe when there could 


be no temptation as to man¬ 
kind, to wear difguilcs. A s 
gold is tried in the fire, thou 
haft brought me to the ftrift- 
eft tell, and haft found no¬ 
thing of deceit and jniqtiity 
in me. I have not fecretly 
defigned to prejudice any 
Tnan, and I am firmly pur¬ 
pofed there (hall always be 
Tin entire harmony betwixt 
my lips and thoughts, I will 
no more fpeak what is wicked 
than l have meditated con¬ 


trived or defigned it. 

4 Concerning the As to the opinions and 4 

w ° rks °J ™ n \. b y cuftoms of the world in fuch 

I have kept me from cafes \ 2nd what other men 
the paths of the * may have advrfed, or would 

deftroycr. have 


« tempted his mouth to bMphenre; agreeable to God's 
« word he avoided allunjull actions; X hold Heady my 
** goings, (Sfc 

* By deflroyer , fome nnderfland a thief or man that ufes 
violence, fome Abifrai, who advifed pnvid to apply 
violence to, or kill Said, Sam xxvi. 8. The Lj£X> and 
Syriac t I have kept y talen heed vf avoided the Tot/gt' rmcouth 
bnr/J) and evil ways* Others as to the aftions and courfea 
ot men, I have prohibited and done all hi my power to 
prevent them as roobers and deftroyers from tranfgTdTmg 
thy laws. Ludov. De Dieit , interprets rn vferibus homi - 
»]i, per are r bum lain arum y obftrvnvi *vins lntrwiz y i e, 

com- 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect, 10. have afted in the likecircum- 

fiances I fay nothing: I de- 

xvii*^ clare it, the influence and 

authority of thy precepts ever 
reftrained me from applying 
violent meafures, or acting 
the part of a deftroyer. 

5 By the fame arguments of 
religion, continue and efta- 
blifh my fteps and habitual 
pradtices in a courfe of regu¬ 
lar obedience to thy righteous 
laws, that I never may thro* 
any difficulties or obllacles 
that lie in my way, falter in 
or deviate from them. 

6 In humble add re fie s I have 
befought thy gracious aid, 
from this well-grounded con- 
fideration, that O God, it is 
agreeable to the kind difpo- 
fitions of thy nature, and the 
favourable regard thou wilt 
always fhew to the intereft of 
piety and virtue in the world, 
to grant my requeft: I be- 
feech thee, be thou pleafed 
to incline thine ear at this 

con- 


. • 


5. a Hold up my 
goings in thy paths, 
that my footfteps 
flip not. 


6. I have called 
upon thee, - for thou 
wilt hear me, O 

God; incline thine 
ear unto me, and 
hear my fpeech. 


comparing men’s aftions with thy word I perceived in them 
the ways of a thief or robber. Jlnitnad'verf. B. 31. 

a This radix fignifies to take faft hold, in order to fup- 
port, keep Heady, or to hold faft from falling or going 
away/ ari elegant fimile taken from the feet and their 
motion to denote a regular and fteady virtue. 

b Hammond fuppoling the future tenfe ufed for pro-- 
ter it reads, I have called upon tkee t hecaufe thouhcjl heard me. 
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Shew thy mar¬ 
vellous loving kind- 
nefs, «* O thou that 
Invert by thy right 
hand, them which 
put their trurt in thee % 
from thofe that rife 
Up a gain ft them . 


8 . Keep me as the 
J apple of the e>e: 
hide me under the 
Ihadow of thy wings. 


of Psalm s. 

conjun< 5 ture, fuffer my prayer Sect 
to move thine heart, and ob- * 
tain thy timely fuecoiir. P * A 

To magnify thy perfection XVIU 
and. benevolence, and as a 
frefh difplay of thy diftin- 
guifhed and univerfal cha¬ 
racter for goodnefs and mercy, 
do thou help and fave me; 

O thou who art accuftomed, 
and whp haft never yet failed, 
by one expedient or other of 
thy omnipotence and wifdom, 
to extricate thofe who hope 

in thee from the 
perplexities and diftrefies, to 
which their malicious wicked 
enemies endeavour and con¬ 
trive to reduce them. 

Preferve and defend me 9 
from danger, by thy tender 
care and moft watchful pro¬ 
vidence } as the pupil or Gghc 
of the eye is with the ut- 
moft precaution fenced and 
guarded from injury: as the 

hen 


c Some render, thou haft fa<ied thofe that truft in thee 
from them that oppofe thy right* hand y meaning counfe l and 
purpofe of Cody [called his right hand, 28.] to make 

David king. But our tranflacion feems jfrfeferablt:. 

d Apple. pt'ptf blacknefs or obfcurity of the eye. Schufc 
tens fuppofes it has reference to the little image of a man 
chat is feen in the black of the eye. Vid. Schu/f . in Prov. 
v 11 9. Literally it is the daughter or virgin of the eye ? This 
ind the following expreflions feem of the idiomatick kind, 
ind to denote a peculiar tendernefs, and mo/l vigilant cun- 
llam care ? 

VOL. II. 


u 




A Paraphrase on ths 


SfCT. ii. hen is induftrious to cover 

her broody fo make me the, 
xvii. 8. .objeft-of thy perpetual in- 

fpeftion, and peculiar guar- 
dianfhip. 

9 That I may not fall into 
the cruel hands of the un- 

I M 

godly and abandoned who 
now prefs hard upon me*, 
that I may be delivered from 
thefe inveterate enemies who 

9 - • i - # 

hem me in on all Tides and 


threaten my life. 

” f » - ' • J - w . . 

2 0 They command the great eft 
worldly power and riches *, are 
even furfeitfd with earthly 
profperity - r and being puffed 
up with arrogance and felf- 
fufficiency, their language h 
moft infolent and they breath 



9. From the wick¬ 
ed that opprefs me, 
from my c deadly 
enemies, who com- 

pafa ms about. 


1 a. They are • 
inclofed in their own 
fat: with their mouth 
they {peak proudly. 


e Literally ' r enemies with defgn, with life end foul , i. e. 
moft paflionate fierce enemies who made a ring about or a- 

gainji him . ■ 

f Madge by a tranfpofition of letters 3717 into ^317, and 
a different punctuation of viz. or 

\;renders we have gone on prof per oufy new, we have had good 
luck to day ; or how happy we? And interprets, <( They 
* compared him about: they inclofed him in their net, we 
fl have fucceeded at laft, they faid; they came round him ; 
**■ they Hoop’d down and looked earneftly at him; their 
” eyes fixed like a lion that was juft leaping at his prey.” 
The drab, renders, their fat it grown thick and hard , and 
Cajlellio , having ftuft cheir mouth with fat, they fpealc 
proudly. It. is doubtlefs a common form of expTeftion or 
i'diom to denote that arrogance and haughtinefs w'hich too 
frequently attend power and wealth. \'id. Ludov. DeVisu 
Animadvtr. -'31-84 • • 
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11 They have 8 now 
compafled'us in our 
ll-eps : they have let 
their eyes bowing 
down to the earth. 


i z. Like as a h 
lion tkatM greedy 
of bis prey, and as 
it were a young Hoi\ 
piking in fee ret pla¬ 
ces. 


i 3. Arife*, O Loro, 
‘dilappoint him, enft 

him 


nothing but vengeancq and 9ect. n. 
deftruftion. "v— 

There is no vifibk means 
of eicaping, for at this time * 

as if taken in a net they have 
brought us into the utrooft 
ftreigh t$, and plainly furround 
us: their certain intent and 
fixed refolution is very evi¬ 
dent, for they have ftretched 
their eyes, or difpatched mef- 
lingers to every part of the 
country to difeover and de¬ 
ft roy me. 

They are ready and eager 12 
to do this, juft as a ravenous 
hungry fion is to feize and 
devour his prey : and after 
the fame manner are they 
ftationed in hiding places to 
furprize us, as a young lion 
is upon the watch from his 
den to make fpoil and food 
qi a kid or lamb, ’ 

Upon any other grounds^ 
than a fpcedy and wonderful 

U 2 inter- 


e Hammond renders, they, have bid wait (or foim as he 
went, and at laii incited ox incampaJed and haying doner 

fo, fit their <yes [a phrais for fiqdfajl refikubg, PT enter¬ 
prising any thing] to cpjl down to, qr lay mi along qn the 
tyrtfi. 

h Literally hit likqncfs as of a lien , he defires t.q tear cr 
raven, and as a young lion , dwelling Qr abiding in his dee* 
ready to feize op whatever comqs nqar it, 

1 Difappoint, he beforehand withy come betwixt, interpqfi 
c he can hurt me, prevent in the nick of time, antatpate, 
rulh in luddenly betwixt me and, danger. 
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&£ct. 11, intcrpofition of the Almighty 

to obftruft this barbarous 



man s career and defigns, I 
can hope for no mercy: be¬ 
fore he can execute his per¬ 
nicious defigns, Good Lor d, 
rcftrain his fury, fruftrate his 
views and humble his pride: 
preferve my life from falling 
a facrifice to the vile and ty¬ 
rannical, who ought to be 
thy images and reprefenta- 
tives, but truly are thy 
plagues and fcourges to man¬ 
kind. 

14 From that kind of men who 

are not thy hand, as they 
fliould be of clemency and 
mercy, but of wrath and j udg- 
ment, O thou juft and good 
God, deliver me even from 
rich and great men, who have 
their whole portion of advan¬ 
tages in the prefcnt world, 

and 


him down: h de¬ 
liver my (ou! from 
the wicked, which ir 
thy (word: 


1 a. From men 
which are thy hand, 
O Lo r d, from 1 men 
of the world, which 
haw their portion 
in this life, and whofe 
belly thou filled with 

thy hid treafure * 
they are full of chil¬ 
dren, and leave the 
rell of their fubjiance 
to their babes. 


* Hammond renders, by thy /word deliver or refcue me 
from the wicked, and in the next ver. by thy handy &c. 

1 Men of the world, or of the earth , Mudge interprets men 
of one piece or confidence with the earth; men rooted as 
it were in their in other-earth, and like yfnt/rus cherifhcd by 
it; who had large lhares allotted them in life, and the 
good things of it in abundance ; enough for their Tons and 
their infants alter them He adds, in contradiflinftion to 
his enemies, who he had faid, were glutted with profperity, 
he pray9 that he may be fatiated every morning with the 
image Or idea of God ; that God would with his prefence 
or appearance, [the fame word ufed in the cafe of Myst. 
Xumb. xii. till hi* longings. - ■ 



i As for me I 
v ill behold thy face 
in righteoafnefs: ra 
I (hull be fatisfied 
when I awake with 
cby likenefs. 


Bff&k of P S A L M S. 

and defire no better - 9 and to 
whom, is allotted the largeft 
abundance of wealth and 
treafure : to the full extent 
of their wiflies their family 
and pofterity are numerex^: 
and the furpluiage of the^r 
fortunes, which they cannot 
expend upon their ownluft% 
they devote not to charity, 
but bequeath to their off- 
fpring. 

I My principles and actions 
tc are of a quite different (lamp 
^ and chara&er; I cherifhhopes 
[h of beholding thy face, and 
enjoying thy favour through 
the fteady practice of righ- 
teoufnefs, and by preferving 
a confciou* integrity: I do 
not expref n'or wifli for 
compleat happinefs in this 
world, but I am fully fatisfied, 
I (hall hereafter (till approve 
this conduct, and that when¬ 
ever I fhall awake from the 
fleep of death, in thy i mage of 
holinefa and goodnels be 
amply provided for and eter¬ 
nally rewarded. 


* 9 ! 

Sect, ii 
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m Some render, X (hall be fatisfied, when thy likenefs 
fhall awake, figmlying his glorious powerful interpofitibn 
to his prefent refeue from his enemies, and not deferring 
to relieve and avenge him till the refurre&ion. 'Attn Evrs 
— 1 delire nothing but that foiuetiine J may behold Iby 
face in heavenly glory. 


1 s 


U 3 
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■ 

Peculiar obligations to an Infinite Being in the 
JlrongeJt terms declared. Previous extreme dijlrefs 
and ardent fupplications intimated. Phe tremen¬ 
dous'an fiver and appearance cf heaven in his fa- 
vour , by a feries of victories celebrated in the 
fiiblimefl images and utmojl pomp of cafiern lan¬ 
guage. Phe ground of all advantages of crib ed to 
the divine regard, the integrity of his defigns , and 
the uniform virtue of his entire conduit. Directed 
to 'the rnafter of mufick to be performed in the. 
tabernacle *, a pfabn of David the fervant of the 
Lord , who as a memorial. or acknovAedgmcnt 
for many .. extraordinary favours ana mercies, 
fpake unto the Lord the words of this fong , in 
the day that the Lord delivered him from the 
hand of all. his enemies , viz. the Phi lift: in es, 
the Amrrtbnites, the Edomites, [Ac. and more 
particularly ■ from his ir reconcile able enemy the 
jealous Saul \ and he filemnly declared his deep 
fenfe of the divine benignity in the following 
drains. Ver. l—2^,. 

■ ■ I . < . ' » * fT.' V - b 


) ' 


Ps:ru®: jrinii.. i* 

fi'' er^ft ffe bl ih £s 


n 
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I Will love thee, 
O Lord, id/ 


ftrength. 


compaftjonate *G'6b, a?e Ex¬ 
cited } and I cannot but enter- 

.•-* ”• ; * talrt r 

* '■ -j r Vv: v r : * i 

1 1 

. -'**7L r *ri$NonJfy Ac., the fltb. figfli/ies the tend e reft aflreltiosf- 
aKd'iWortf^flvieelingsf;©£'an: entire Jove, fuch as a ntoft 
generous perfon hns for his diftrefled friend, or a mother 
tox her at?U£^ child. 

/ 4 W ■ 
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2. 0 The Lor.d is 
my rock, and my 
fortrefs, and my de¬ 
liverer : my 'God, 
my ftrength,in whom 
i will truft, my buck¬ 
et, and the hom of of the moft high God and 
my falvation: and his gracious providence : who 

my Jaiffh tower, u ' • -* it • r 

b . «has been to all purpoles my 

inacceffible rock, iriy im¬ 
pregnable fortrefs,. arid the 

author of all my narrow 

• * t 

efcapes from imminent dan¬ 
ger: my powerful mighty 
God, my ftrong bulkwark, 
whofe protection is both'my 
lecurity,and naturally infpires 
me with invincible refolution : 
my fhielcl whereby I have been 
covered in the day of battle; 

U 4 truly 

0 Thefe evpreflions are fome of them borrowed fromthe 
fituation and natural advantages of Ca7iaa?i lor high moun¬ 
tains, inaccetVible declivities, rocks and caverns: from one 
of which a Jt*w is faid to have defied the victorious Cafar^ 
in thofe words, non euro te C<*far . 'Joftph. Ant , L. XIV. 
i. 27. Augitft. in P/al Ixx. Others from military weapons. 
VIt horn either from cattles from the anointing oil com¬ 
monly carried in a horn ori)otf, ortfrom- the ancient cuftom 
t\\ wearing horns of iron on thcirirelmettf for a creft or or¬ 
nament : whence the raifsd horn was a fkgn of v-idlory, the 
!-atm Jjivn of being overcome. 


Win the highett Regard fot 
thte -who' ’Kafft adhered to* 
fupported, and determined 
me to a£t with' firmriefis iritre** 
pidirjf and coriftancy, through 
a feries of the greateft dangers 
arid difficulties- 

Whatever has been afertbed 

- * ^ 

to places of defence or in- 
ftrumerits of fafety, with in- 
finitely greater juftnefs and 
■propriety may be 'exprefied 


Sric ’tPiz. 



xvtii. .1. • 




1* 






A Paraphrase [on the 


Ssct, if. truly my ‘kingdom, and 

* ts Security to me after I 
have ^ ecn anointed to fu- 
preme authority, my refuge 
,and high fort where I am out 
of danger and from which I 
have looked down upon mine 
enemies with contempt and 
defiance. 

• - 

3 There is no other certain 
dependence, and if ever af* 
ili&ions or calamities attack 
or threaten, with the fincerdt 
thankfulnefs celebrating his 
glorious perfections for paft, 
I will implore the Almighty’s 
prefent help; from which ra¬ 
tional and grateful conduct, 
I am in no doubt pf obtaining 
the moil agreeable returns of 
figniil deliverances. 

4 1 cannot but relate it to 
his everlaftipg honour how 
very lately I feemed bound 
hand and foot for imme¬ 
diate punifhment, in wicked 

fchemes 

1 m 


3 I will call up¬ 
on the Lord, •usho 
fs worthy to be 
prilled: io fhall I 
be faved frojp pipe 

enemies. 


4. r The forrows 
of death compajfcd 
me, and the floods 
of ungodly men 
made me afraid. 


P Thefc (Iriking images are fuppofed to be borrowed 
from the cords with which condemned .criminal! were bound 
for execution, or the pains of child-birth, and the violent 
waves of the fea flowing upon forpe wretched marirter, w'hp 
has fcarce the hope left to efcape drowning. Cocceius ren¬ 
ders the former orprelfion, frafliortes vel cantriticncs mortis. 
The fenfe feems to be fuch miferies as commonly iflue in 
mortaJity and a difpatch to the world of fpirits. Nudge 
tranflates forrcrxs^Sec. cords of death • And floods , Sc c. dfhbo- 
Inal torrents terrify me. 
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K The q for rows 
oi hell compared 
me about: the fnares 
of death prevented 
me. 


fehemes ripe for execution^ Sect. i*. 

which compafied me about 
with violence and terror: x ^* At “ 
and the inevitable apprehen-* # ' 
lions I was filled with from a 
dreadful torrent, of ungodly 
and implacable enemies in 
their fuperior {Strength, grow¬ 
ing numbers and impetuofity 
of relentlefs fury. 

Like guilty rd]e£tion$ and 5 
the miferies of futurity to a 
dying finner, they appear 
moft horrible and abfolutely 
unavoidable: with fuch terror 

and 


9 The learned and ingenious Peters obferves, that perhaps 
the cheble Jheol, [as it is read] the fnares of Jbeal [or death] 
might be originally cheble Saul, the fnares of Saul', fince the 
very title of the pfalm fhews it to be a chankfgiving of 
David's, coippofed by him upon occafion of God’s de¬ 
livering him from the hand of all his enemies, and [parti¬ 
cularly] from the hand of Saul. Crir. Dijf. on Job t p.334.. 
It may be obferved in general that as the Greek A/w* iigni- 
iirs an obfeure and unknown place, or invifiblc (late: fo 
our Saxon nnceflors meant by hell from hxlan to hide or 
cover »not a place of torments, but only the other world, or 
condition of the deceafed. Thus dinfhvortb trauflates the 
words of Jacob , Gen , xxxvii. 35, 1 nxill go down to my fan 
mourning to hell. 

Some render, the cords of death and of fieol girded tne , 
fome came before me, others hemmd me in. It is referred to 
the candid reader, whether the fentiments do not gather 
ftrength, and the images more llrike in the manner the 
facred author defigned them to do, as they appear in the 
paraphrafe. However, it is obfervable in many paflages 
befides this, that when the Ancients would reprefent any 
thing as extremely folemn gloomy and dreadful, the expref- 
fions are borrowed from and exhibit their prevailing con¬ 
ceptions of mortality and an invisible ftate, as affording a 
feene which, human nature in general is alarmed at. 
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A Paraphrased the 


Sttr. i*. and ddjtair of relieving my- 

felf was I feized: I was not 
aware of fatal fnaies and the 
moft pernicious defigns be¬ 
fore it feemed impoflible for 



tne to ftmn them. 

6 When inclofed in this ho- 
ftile manner, and furrounded 
with diftreffes that I had no 
vifible way left to help my- 
felf, I called upon the Lord 
for his fuccour*, and raifed 
tny voice in the loudeft cries 
to God for immediate help: 
out of his heavenly temple 
he hearkned to the found of 
my voice, and my cry gained 
adtrrifiion into his prefence, 
even into his ears and heart, 
fo as to move his companion 
and procure a diredl and ef¬ 
fectual anfwer. 


6. In my diftrefs 
I called upon the 
Lord, and cried 
unto my God : he 
heard my voice out 
of his temple, and 
my cry came before 
him, rvex into his 
ears. 


7 Then indeed it appeared, 
that my prayer was heard, as 
fignally and dreadfully as if 
the folid earth Ihould ftir, 
rock and totter to its center, 
and the liable bafes of tower¬ 
ing hills be loofened, torn up, 
and in a moft violent com- 


7. * Then the 
earth (hook and 
trembled; the foun¬ 
dations alfo of the 
hills moved, and 
were fhaken, becaufe 
he was wroth. 


motion; it was plainly God 

who 

1 


* This Teems a poetical beautiful defeription of the total 
Overthrow of David's enemies by the force of his arms; 

w 

jprobably likewife of fome horrible tempeft that happened 
at the fame time, and had no fmall (hare in the victory. 


% • • 
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tfho wasdifpleafed, and Omni- S«<Jt. i *J 
pocence that avenged with 
portentous tokens, my juft x ^ L “ . 
quarrel. x ‘ 


S. There went up 
a i'molce out of his 
• noflrils, and fire out 
of his mouth devour¬ 
ed : coals werckind- 


As out of his wide ex- 8 
panded noftrils the fulphure- 
ous fumes in Cloudy columns 
sfbended •, and out of - his 


led by it. 





9. < He towed 
the heavens alfo, 
and came down: 
and darknefs *ii-as 
under fii$ feet. 


10. And lie rode 
upon a u cherub, and 
did fly : yea he did, 

• fly 


mouth proceeded flames, as 
from a tnoft violent con¬ 
futing fire 5 thecombuftibles 1 
that were ear it in an ihftant 
burnt away* 

. As an inclined tent he 9 
bended down the lofty Iky 
and in awful but veiled ma- 
jefty defeended: he leered, 
to tread and walk upon the 
thickened clouds of pitdhy 
dafknefs. 

The peculiar emergency 10 
Was not more Wgfcftt than 

• ’ • 1 

the 


* The nojlrils being fuppofed dilated or expanded with 
that paifion, fee m co 5 n fide red in the oriental idiom ad the 
feat of anger, as the front or forehead is — of ftiame. 

1 A natural and very fublime image, obfervable in 
tempefts, when the fky fetffis let down, atid the clouds to 
floop and bend to-the ground. 

u HI “ID Luaorjicus Dc Dieu y Grotiiis and others, foppofe 
by a tranfpofltion hlfl etfers to have been written for 
iignifying a vehicle OT chnricrt ; and thatrhe Dcrty is here 
displayed as riding upon a cloud like ■ah iafclhiated chafriot: 
and Sc binder obferves, that the Arttbs denote by this Word 
cymba> na*vh 'tieftoria a vtfhehdo, lAc. Some uhderllaifd by 
Cherub an a?tgel 9 and inteTpref, God rideth in fopreme ma- 
jtnly irpon the clouds , upon-a Gberub y tlVe'moft pdrfeft and 
powerful of fuperior beings. PfllL lxviii. 17. cjd. 30. 

Ezeh. 
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Psalm 
jcviii. id. 


5 cct. i z. the relief was expeditious—as 

bore upon a thundering car, 
he rode upon a cloud with 
the utmoft rapidity, he even 
flew to my afliftance; he flew 
with tranfport and fury, as if 
carried by the fwifteft wings 
or ftrongeft blaftsof a raging 
temped. 

xi He chofe for the hidden 
feat of his peculiar prefence 
the obfeurity of black and 
dark clouds : his royal pavi- 

' lion 


fly upon the wingi 
of the wind. 


ii. He made dark- 
nefs his fecret place: 
his pavilion round 
about him, nvere 

dark waters a m/thick 

clouds of ike ikies. 

■ 


Ezek. x. i. v. 17. Tech. vi. 1. Plato inPb<eJ. hath a fimilar 
image —but all good judges will eafily difeern whether it 
be wrought up to an equal majefty and fublimity with that 
of the text; or even the following excellent lines. 


Thus when an angel by divine command 
With rifing tempers (hakes a guilty land; 
Such as of late o'er pale Britannia paft. 

Mild and ferene he drives the furious blaft. 
And pleas’d the Almighty’s orders to perform 
Rides in the whirlwind and direfts the ftortn. 


Thofe of our Britifli Bard feem borrowed from this 
paflage. 

•-— From about him fierce effufion rouTd 

Of fmoak and bickering flame, and fparkles dire ; 

He onward came, far off his coming ihon 
And twenty thoufand thoufand ■ - — 

Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen ; 

He on the wings of cherub rode fublime 
On the chryftailine Iky, in fapphire thron’d 
At his command the uprooted hills retir'd 
Each to his place, they heard his voice and went 
Qbfequious ■ 



Book of Psalms. 



i 2. At the bright- 
uefi that was before 
him, his thick clouds 
paifed, hail-yiW j and 
coals of fire. 


13. The Lord 
alfo thundred in the 
heavens, and the 
higheft gave his 
voice; hail-yftw’/and 
coals of fire. 


1 4. w Yea, he fent 
out his arrows, and 
fcactered them; and 

he 



lion was furrounded with or Sect. 12* 
might be reckoned to confift 
of a multitude of waters 
which darkened it; and thick 
clouds that overeat with 
difmal gloominefs the whole 


Psalm 
xviii. 11 


face of the fky. 

As in a moment by the 12 
ineffable brightnefs and 
fplendour which proceeded 
from him, the intercepting 
clouds difperfed, an hail-ftorm 
fucceeded, and meteors like 
burning coals blazed along 
the air. 

To intimidate the ftouteft 
heart, the Almighty Lord 
Ihook the whole horizon witft 
peals of the loudeft thunder; 
the nioft high God fignalized 
in repeated claps his alarming 
voice, which was immedi¬ 
ately followed with tempe- 
ftuous dreadful lhowers of 
rounded hail, and as it were 
glowing embers from the 
hotteft furnace. ' 

Yea he difeharged upon I4 
theenemy like winged arrows, 

the 


v Michaths renders, et fulminibus contend.it cum hoftibu% 
he fought againlt the enemy with thunderbolts. And it is 
iaid that in thofe countries hail ufually accompanied thun¬ 
der as rain, and fomecimes hail does more weftem or 
northern climes. See Exod. ix. 23. 

As this pfalm is underflood to begin with the tragical de- 
ftription of an earthquake,here the author ma/ be letting forth 

iome 




A Par A PHRASE Gn the 

M 


Sect. 12. ^he. reb^i^ing bail, and 

wWy difpqr&d them: as.with 
x^U.i 4 -v fie 7 he purfued and 

entirely defqatod-therrv with 
the forked bolts of his rebels 
lowing thunder. . . 

*5 Then it feemed a fecond 
i time, ixshappened to theje- 

Jentiefs haughty Pha?a$b and 
his formidable ho ft, that by 
a ftrong eaft-wind the fiowr 
ing waters were driven back, 
the. channels left dry, and 
the bottom and foundation of 

t 

the profound abyfs expo fed 

to op^fi view:' At thy high 

command, and by thy jfove- 
reign rebuke, mighty Urd, 
this was done •, even at the 
blaft of the breath of thy 
noftrils, or by the vehement 
ftorm thou raifedft and thy 
fiery indignation brought up¬ 
on the land. 


he fhot out lighten - 
ings and difcomhted 
them. 


15. Then the 
channels of water 
were feen, and the 
foundations of the 
world were difco- 
vered : at thy rebuke 
O Lord, at the blaft 
of the breath of thy 
noftrils* 


16 Thus the Almighty as by 
fuccours difpatched from 
above, the elements which 
engaged, and the whole ar¬ 
tillery of heaven which was 
ditcbarged on mine enemies 
refcued me from their cruel 

hands: 


16. He fent from 
above, he took me, 
he drew me out of 
many waters. 


(birje of the effects of it — viz. thp cleaving of the ground 
— itreams of water gufhing out; and that the earth was 
rent and torn to the very center, in poetkk ftyle called its 

bafts or foundation. 

' - • v • 
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hands: like an unfortunateS ect.^i?. 
roan ready to fink in deep^ v ^ nJ 
waters or perilh in a clay-pit, 
at fuch a critical hour was I . 


17. He delivered 
me from my ftrong 
enemy, and from 
them that hated 
me : for they were 
too itrong for me. 


faved from the greateft num¬ 
ber of the moft formidable 
adverlaries. 

_ 4 

It was, I very readily and 17 
thankfully cgnfeis, the effec¬ 
tual timely afliftance of that 
power that can do every 
thing which delivered me 
from my daring fierce enemy, 
and from them who had no 
kindnefe for me: if Omni- 


18 They * pre¬ 
vented me in the day 
of my calamity : but 
the Loro was my 
If ay. 


potency had not helped, they 
wanted neither ftrength nor 
malice to complete iny de-. 
ftruftion. 

They moreover feized the 18 
belt opportunity of executing 
their pernicious defigns; and 

furprized even ruffled upon 
me with the greateft violence 
when I was unprepared i and 
through the furprize and fud- 

denneis of the attack almoft 


19. He brought 
me forth alfo into a 
large place : he de¬ 
livered 


certain to be overpowered; 
but at that critical conjunc¬ 
ture, as refting or leaning on 
a ftaff for fupport, I relied 
upon the Almighty and he 
fuftained me. 


As a fiave 
liberty, fo fro 


reftored to 1 
n continual 

ft f aits 



* Theoriginal fignifies, to go before, eitheT to guide and 
help forward, or to hinder ami flop. 
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Sect iz . ftraitsand hazards he brought livcred me, becaufe 

me forth to a (late of fafety he dell S hted in me * 

xviii! V9. affluence and the higheft 

earthly dignity: he refcued 

me from trouble and danger, 
becaufe he confidered me as 
a (launch advocate lor reli¬ 


gious virtue, and confequcnt- 
ly the objtft of his moil 
aifc&ionate regard. 

20 A righteous and bountiful 
God hath made me ample 
and liberal returns, agreeably 
to what I might expert from 
the juftice of my caufe, and 
the equity kindnefs and ge- 
nerofity of my conduft: con¬ 
formably to the open fimpli- 
city and plain integrity of my 
temper and practice hath he 
made it return upon myfelf, 
fucceeded my meafures, and 
profpered all my ckf:gn$. 

7i For whatever my circum- 
ftances were in other rcfpedls, 
1 was always attentive and 

foli- 


zo- The Lora 
rewarded me accord¬ 
ing to my y righ- 
teoufnefs, according 
to the clcannefs of 
my hands hath he 
recompenced me. 


21. For I have 
kept the ways of the 
Lord, and have not 
wickedly departed 
from my God. 


' 7 Commentators remark a difficulty here, if as is gene¬ 
rally luppofed, the hymn was penned after the affair of 
Uriah , how the ptalmill could with any face of inodelty ityle 
hiinfeit either righteous or merciful. As far as a deep repen¬ 
tance could render him, he might be both thefe : and as to 
any thing further mull be left to modern polemical writer ; 
of whom, it may be difficult to fay, could he have forefeen 
their penm^nfhip pro and con, whether he would have rec¬ 
koned himfclflefs obliged to his accufers or defenders ; but 
if his own cxprtffions may be credited, rather the latter; for 
the noblelt minds can bear reproaches, but never can at¬ 
tempt to defend what is abfolutely indefenfible. 
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22 . 


For all his 
l udgments were be¬ 
fore me, and I did 
not put away his 
flatutes from me. 


305* 

keep in that Sect. >z 

courfe of duty and obedience, 
which the Almighty had pre- 

a i 1 || ^ XV!U f * 21 • 

icnbed me; and have not 
difpleafed an holy good God 
by diforderly paflions, con¬ 
founding the differences be¬ 
twixt right and wrong, or 
throwing the (fate of human 
affairs into diforder or dif- 
traftion. 

For I had a direfl full view 22 
of the general rule of God'j 
dealings, and the whole plan 
of right aftion and true re¬ 
ligion which he hath in¬ 
culcated ; and 1 did not put 
out of their proper place, or 
any way confound with one 
another, much lefs impioufiy 
deviate from or wilfully dif- 
obey either his moral or pofi- 
tive ordinances. 

I was in no fenfe an hypo¬ 
crite, nor harboured any evil 
defigns; but was perfectly 
fincere in my endeavours to 
improve to the higheft degree 
in all good and amiable qua¬ 
lities : and I watched and 
guarded with theftri&eft care 
againft all devious turnings 
out of the true road of virtue, 

all 


y Says an ingenious author, i. e. I avoided the fin to 
-■ 'hi 1 o I was inojl inclined . 

You 11 . 


23. I was alfo 
upright before him: 
and 1 I kept royfelf 
from mine iniquity. 


X 
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Sect. 12. all diftortions of my heart or 

aftions from that which is 

1 £ A LM • 1 1 1-1 • 

xviii. 23. n 6 ht t0 that which is 

wrong: my greateft frailties 
never by indulgence became 
habitual and deliberate crimes. 

24 On this account, the Al- 
wife and moft gracious God 
hath made my virtues in 
fome meafure revert and 
reward me for them •, and as 
my obedience to his laws was 
regular and fincere his re- 
compence hath been moft 
liberal and bountiful: I had 


24. Therefore hath 
the Lord recom- 
penced me accord¬ 
ing to my righteouf- 
nefs, according to 
the cleannefs of my 
hands in his eye- 
fight. 


not dealt wrongfully with 
mine enemies, and he avowed¬ 
ly declared himfelf on my 
fide and publickly vindicated 
my character. 


SECT\ 
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SECT. XIII. 

From bis own particular experience, the Pfalmifl 
grounds general obfervations refpefting the di¬ 
vine dealings with mankind ; and illuftrates bow 
much it is their intereft to be good and virtuous , 
and bow ccrrefpondent bis difpenfations are to 
their moral characters: He returns further in 
a variety of elegant exprejftons to reprefent his 
own efpccial obligations to Heaven and Provi¬ 
dence : and from pajl favours infers the reafons 
he had to hope for the greateft future ones , 
even compleat falvation and perpetual triumphs . 
Vcr. 25, to the end . 


Psalm xviii. 25. 

ITH the 

merciful 
thou wilt Ihew thy- 
felf merciful, with 
an upright man thou 
wilt ihew thyfelf up¬ 
right. 



Psalm xviii. 25. 

I T is hot to me only, nor Sect. 13; 

any other particular up- * 

right perfon exclufively, that P . S * LM 
thou Almighty God, haft XVlU ’ 2S * 
done or wilt appear a mod 
impartial and bountiful re¬ 
warder ; but in proportion to 
their integrity, and fo as may 
confift with thy wifdom, in 
lome degree during the pre- 

X 2 fent 


•* An anonymous author paraphrafes as follows: To 
thofe who are good beyond the common rate thou fhalt 
fhew thyfelf a true lover of goodnefs; and wilt do jufticc to 
them againft their enemies, who preferve their own inte¬ 
grity. Thou (halt fpare the lives of thofe who have fpared 
1 lie lives of others, [See ver. 24.] but if any take crooked 
ways to obtain their ends, thou fhalr enfnare them in their 
own devices. Thou fhalt make me profperous. 





Psalm 
xviii. 25. 


A Paraphrase on the 

fent promifcuous ftate 3 and 
with perfeft accuracy of 
weight and m^afure here¬ 
after, thou wilt adminifter 
rewards to all righteous and 
good men without excep¬ 
tion : to thofe who have been 
infpired with the genuine 
principles of humanity and 
mercy, thou wilt exhibit thy- 
felf as full of lenity and 
mercy : and the undiiguifed 
honeft and open thou wilt 
recompence publickly, even 
moft openly before the eyes 
• of all men. 

2 6 By the cleared: manifefta- 
tions of thy purity and glory 
thou wilt appear moft gra¬ 
cious to thofe who are truly 
pure and holy \ free from 
hypocrify and uncleannefs, 
from all filthinefs of flefh and 
fpirit: and on the other hand, 
the corrupt and depraved 
obftinate and incorrigible 
thou wilt punifli according 
to the malignity of their tem¬ 
pers, and the wicked nefs of 
their deeds. 

For 


z6. * With the 
pure thou wilt (hew 
thyfelf pure, and 
with the froward 
thou wilt fhew thy¬ 
felf froward. 


* For a further clear explication of tliefe feemingly 
proverbial forms of expreflion. See Lev. xxvi. 23. Prov. iii. 
34. 1 -Kings viii. 3Z. Jtinfvcorth reckons this a limile taken, 
from vvreitlers, who give their bodies various poftures and 
turnings to throw the aruagonilt* 
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27. For thou wilt 
fave the afflifted 
people: but wilt 
bring down high 
looks. 


28. For thou wilt 
light my candle; 
the Lord my God 
will enlighten my 
darknefj. 


29. For f by thee I 
have run through a 
troop; and by my 
God have I leaped 
over a wall. 


For this reafon more efpe- Sect. 13 

cially thou wilt certainly do u ,J 

this laft, becaufe the un- 
, r . , . * xVui. 27. 

deligmng and innocent, who 
are thy peculiar care, are in¬ 
jured and oppreffed by them ^ 

and in redreflingtheirwrongs, 
let tyrants be ever fo felf-con- 
fident, overbearing and dif- 
dainful, thou wilt humble 


mortify and expofe them. 

I always encouraged and 28 
fupported myfelf with this 
well-grounded fentiment, that 
fome time thou would ft place 
me in happy circumftances: 
clouds indeed long hung 
over me, and my affairs were 
ftrangely diftrefled, neverthe- 
lefs 1 fully concluded that 
the Lord my God would 
brighten up the darker 
feenes, and reftore me to pro- 
fperity, exalt rue to fplendour 
and glory. 

For by an unfhaken con- 29 
fidence in thy lbvereign aid 
1 have attacked whole troops 

X 3 ' with 


b Light and darknefs are common feripture exprellions 
for prolperily or adverfity. 

c Khncbi renders, tuo auxilio frangam turmas hoflium 
mecrum, et munitiflimas hollium urbes expugnabo. Mudpe 
under Hands lllj of a party of Moranders or plunderers , like 
our modern huflars, fent to fcour and ravage a country, and. 
therefore provided with the fwifteft horfes, if on hone? 
back ; otherwise the lighted and nimbleft at running. And 
the word fignifies to gather in bands or companies in order 
to plunder or depopulate. 



310 A Paraphrae on the 

Sect. »3- with the utmoft ardour and. 

violence; and by the courage 

Psalm ^ . . J r . . . 

wiii. 29. m y ^ 0D " as mipired, with a, 

mod ready vigour and a- 
lacrity I have fealed walls 
of uncommon ftrength and 
height ; he has fuftained and 
therefore my refolution and 
bravery flood the teft both in 
battles and fieges. 

30 With refpeCt to the divine 3o.'*.A/wGodhi« 
adminiftration and fuperin- wa> 7 S r F f rf Y ft * the 

tendency of affairs they are tried; h e « a buck- 
conformable to the laws of ler to all thofe that 
perfect reafon, and worthy truft in him. 

of the omnifeient and infinite 
Being who manages them: 
his promifes have been always 
found to be mod faithful,and 
impoffible to fail in the lead 
punctilio of performance: he 
is a certain and infallible fe- 


curity for their guardianfhip 
welfare and happinefs who 
religioufiy confide in and 
fincerely ferve him. 

31 For who is truly God, and 
poflefled of unchangeable and 
everlafting perfection, befides 
the Lord Jehovah: not 
the heathen idols and dse- 


3t. For who is 
God fave the Lord ? 
or who is a rock fave 
our God ? 


mons, they are vanity and a 
lye ? Or who is able to protect 

that 


d W.n Quod enim at deum attinet. See ver. 33. 
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3” 


- z. It is God that 

« girdeth me with 
ftrength, and nraketh 
my way perfcft. 


that we may entirely depend Sect. 13 
on, except the Almighty. 

It is the Almighty who by ^ LM , 
his word and providence, as 32t * 
by a girdle that ftrengtheneth 
the loins, fupported and en¬ 
couraged me to apply with 
vigour and refolution in order 
to execute thofe important 
defigns I have been concern¬ 
ed in: and likewife cleared 


the way of all difficulties 
and impediments that I 
might perfect or complete 
them. 


33 lie maketh 
my feet like * hind’s 
feet , and fetteth 
me upon my high 
places. 


He hath moreover fuit- 33 
ably provided me with abi¬ 
lities as the hind with acti¬ 
vity and fwiftnefs, for all 
neceflary difpofitions motions 
and conduct; and as inac- 
ceffible hills or impregna¬ 
ble faftnefles are afylums 
X 4 refuges 


e That glrthth) Arc. probably borrowed from the foldiers 
belt which buckleth his armour dole to him, and maketh 
him more Heady — or from the reins, wherein fcripture 
placeth the llrcngth and vigour. Some render the next 
phrafe, and profpereth all my deligns and enrerprizes. 

* Such is the fwiftnefs of this fpecies of creatures that a 
hind or (lag was made the hicroglyphical fy mbol or emblem 
with the Efxbt'r.ns to denote velocity. Some render, and 
the radr -xprefles, he maketh my feet alike equal or carre* 
fi'ondent to one another y — or be fttetb them like hinds feet. 
Asa lame man is llyled one whofe legs o rt feet are not 
equal, proportional, and anfwerable to one another. lio?mr 
is moreover obfervabie for having made this quality aa 
accomplifliment of a warrior. 

--Ho/ctf fojiivi A'x.ihtevi' 
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ECT. 13 refuges or certain fecurities 


9 



Psalm 


xi. 7. 




fo hath he eftablilhed me 
in power eminence and the 
higheft dignity. 

By an early difcipline and 
conftant ufe he hath more¬ 
over formed me to the great- 
eft dexterity at all manual 
exercifes in the military art; 
to that degree that I can rea¬ 
dily bend, firing, and draw 
the bowi by mine arms a 
bow of brafs is made to fink 
the arrows deep. 

Thou haft moreover fa¬ 
voured me by thy protec¬ 
tion with a fhield or buck¬ 
ler which is an effeftual 
fecurity againft all the at* 
tempts and defigns of mine 

enemies: 


34. He teacheth 
my hands to war, fo 
that 6 a bow of fteei 
is broken by mine 
arms. 


35 Thou haft alfo 
given me the ftiield 
of thy falvation : and 
thy right hand hath 
holden me up, and 
h thy gentlenefs hath 
made me great. 


8 Literally a bow cf brafs , probably the fenfe may be, 
rather that he eafily bent ftrung and drew, than broke 
fuch a bow. And that the Ancients had bows of brafs as 
well as fteei, moll likely when fteei was more fcarce, 
Jiejiody Herodotus and others teftify. Lucretius intimates 
that the ufe of brafs was known before that of iron. And 
Homer ufes the word Knot for metal in general whether 
brafs or iron. 

The Chaid. Syr and Arab render, thou haf fet or made 
my arms a brazen bow t thou haf Jlrengthesied my arms as a 
fteei bow. 

h Thy gentle nefsy &;c. fome render, thy care thcu haf mul¬ 
tiplied unto me Or as an anonymous writer illuftrates —- 
41 I have found by experience, that the more troubles and 
“ crofles I meet with, I ftiall ftill grow wifer and better 
44 under them ; thou wilt, as thou haft hitherto, fhewed 
44 thy love in all thy corrections. The attempts of my 
44 foreign enemies, and the ftruggles of my own rebellious 
fubjetts being defeated, fhall 2dd to my ftrength, and in- 

41 creafe 
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36. Thou haft en¬ 
larged my fteps un¬ 
der me; that my 
feet did not flip. 


37. Ihavepurfued 
mine enemies, and 
overtaken them; nei¬ 
ther did I turn 
again till they were 
confumed. 


enemies: as an armour- Sect. 13 

bearer ever at hand to fup- '—~*r*** 
port, fhould 1 be in danger Ps * LM 
of giving way, fo hath thy XVm ' 35 ‘ 
providence perpetually lu- 
llained me ; and thy clemency 
and benignity through various 
circumftances hath atlaft ex¬ 
alted me to the higheft fta- 
tion. 

From aftate full of hazards, 3 6 
wherein every ftep that could 
be taken was with imminent 
danger, even in oppofition to 
the greateft difficulties, thou 
haft rendered my advances 
both furprizingly rapid and 
perfectly fecure. 

The victories 1 have gained 37 


in confequence have been 
complete ones, the defeats I 
have given total: whether to 
foreigners who invaded them, 
or rebellious fubjefts that 
created difturbances in my 
dominions: I have routed and 
purfued them, neither de- 
fifted from the hot purfuit 
till it was impoftible any 
remains of them fliould ever 
give further trouble. 


I have 


w crcafe my power, thou wilt ftill continue to make even 
“ my afflictions turn to my prefent and future glory." 

( T l 'ou baft enlarged\ &c. widened my paflage, made room, 
for me, that [Heb.] mine angles or u\y heels did not flip. 



3 r 4 

Sect, i 3 



Psalm 
xvih. 38* 


Paraphrase 0# the 


I have given them deep 
and deadly wounds, even 
embrued my hands in their 
blood, they never will nor 
can recover themfelves from 
this overthrow: they are 
fallen in battle, they lie dead 
upon the ground perfe£tly ; 


3S.' I have wound¬ 
ed them that they 
were not able to rile: 
they are fallen under 
my feet. 


fubdued. 

39 Thefe fuccefsful glorious 
events, and whatever that is 
memorable a frail mortal has 
been able to perform, 1 con- 
fefs, Almighty Lord, are 
due to the honour of thy ma- 
jefty *, thou haft accomplifhed 
me as a warrior, and in many 
an obitinate engagement thou 
haft made my forces prevail 
and conquer. 

40 Thou haft reduced mine 
enemies to fuch an extremity 
as to be entirely at my mercy : 
abfolutely in my power either 
to make captives of, or put 
them to the fword. 

41 When it was too late they 
had reafon to repent their 
rafh enterprize: and when 

viftory 


39. For thou 
haft girded me with 
ftrength unto battel ; 
thou haft fubdued 
under me thofe that 
rofe up againft mCi 


40. Thou haft 
alfo given me the k 
necks of mine ene¬ 
mies: that I micht 
deftroy them that 
hate me. 

4!. They cried 
but there 11 as none 
to fave them : even 
unto the Lor d, but 

ho 


' The word fignihes to give a deep and mortal nvound; to 
imbrue the hand foot crjhvord in blood : kludge notes, to cmjh 
in pieces , to fplajh abroad, to dajh the head againji the ground, 
to fplufh the foot in blood. 

fc The necks, the back part of the neck, i. e. fucceeded 
me to that degree that I have either put them to flight, can 
fix a yoke upon their necks, or behead and deftroy them* 
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IK' 

n »t. 


nnfvvercd them 


42. Then did I 
beat them fmall as 
the dull before the 
wind: I did 1 call 
them out as the dirt 
in the llreets. 


3*5 

viftory declared for me, they Sect: ij. 
wifhed for fuccour, in cries " 
the molt miierable, they xvi s £ L “ 
begged fur mercy but in vain; 
and even implored molt 
earneftly and piteoufly divine 
aid, but it was not granted: 
neither God nor man re¬ 
garded fo as to afford them 
the leaft relief. 

Then the ardour and fury 42 
of my troops appeared in a 
moft dreadful daughter and 
carnage ; as dull before 
the wind I fcattered them, 
or as dirt in the ftreets ex- 


43. Thou haft de¬ 
livered me from the 
m ftrivings of the 
people: and thou 
haft made me the 
head of the heathen: 
a people whom I 
have not known 
Hull ferve me. 


pofed their mangled corpfes: 
the great privilege of being 
feemed rated as the meerelt 
trifle, and the whole field of 
battle was covered with heaps 
of dead and dying. 

Much happier ought I to 43 
efteem myfelf, that by the 
difpofitions of thy good pro¬ 
vidence thou haft freed me 
from thefe fhocking feenes 
of men deftroying men; my 
own dominions are exempt 
from inteftine broils and ani- 

mofities; 


1 Cajl them out , difperfed, fpread them thin, which fome 
derive from a wafer or thin cake, others from thin faliva 
which is fpit out. 

m Strivings of the people feems to refer to their infurrec- 
tion in the rebellion of Ahfalom: and fome render it fide - 

it on; . 
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Psalm 

atviii. 43 


Sect. 13-mofities-, and my territories 

are greatly enlarged: heathen 
powers bring prefents and 
pay tribute: and ft ill further 
enlarged fhall my dominion 
be; and people with whom 
I have had no connexion or 
communication, fhall be^ 
come my fervants and fub- 
jefts as their king or con¬ 
queror. 

4 + At the hearing of the ear, 
or as foon as they fhall un- 
derftand the flourifhing ftate 
of my government and grow¬ 
ing fuccefies of my arms, they 
fhall confider, fubmit them- 
felves and receive my orders: 
the fons of ftrangers or fo- 


44. As foon as 
they hear of me, they 
fhall obey me: the 
ftrangers fhall n fub¬ 
mit themlelves unto 


me. 


reigners 


n Schmidius renders, adblandientur mihi , et feipfos gcntem - 
que fiiam abnegabunt, imperium foeum ultro acquielcentes. 
Madge obferves, the greatefl triumph over an enemy is to 
oblige him to lie, to fazvn t fneak, and difguife the real fen- 
timents of the heart, profefs a moll profound refpeft and 
fubmiftion, though at the fame time within he retains his 
enmity. 

The flrajigeri Jhall fade away, fall wither and dye as do 
leaves from trees towards winter. 

Shall be afraid. Sec. fhall with fear and trembling come 
out of their lurking places, as worms out of their holes. 
T he adulterous generation, an author explains the fore¬ 
going verfe, that is among my own people, who call them- 
feives Jews, and the children of Abraham , but are not true 
to God and their king, fhall be worfe than the heathen; 
only aft a part, and pretend themfelves my fubjefts and 
fervants till they have an opportunity of making head a- 
gainft tne. He adds, David made the ftrong holds their 
prifons by bef.eging them. 
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4^. The (hangers 
(hall fade away, and 
be afraid out of 
their clofe places. 


^6. The Lord 
liveth, and blefled be 
my rock: and let 
the God of my fal- 
vation be exalted. 


reigners who are diftinguifh- Sect. 13. 
ed and known by Lome dif- u *^-* 11 * 
criminating appearance of a P -. ALM 

1 ■ nr ' r\ J r . XV 1 H. 44 * 

different aipect drels or lan¬ 
guage, as the Gibeonites of 
old, fhall be forced to dif- 
guife their hoftile difpofuions 
and make feigned fubmif- 
fions. 

As a faplefs tree, fallen 45 
fruit, or withered leaves, thefe 
exotick perfons fhall lofe all 
fpiric and courage, have no 
ftrength or power; and fhall 
be conftrained through fear 
to come out of their prifons, 
or places of clofe confine¬ 
ment. 

We worfhip not fenfelefs 46 
idols, but the moft high God 
who liveth, and let him for 
ever live our head and guar¬ 
dian *, highly efteemed and 
moft honourably ipoken of 
be his protection, as a certain 
defence or impregnable fort- 
refs, which may be abfolutely 
depended on; and let the 
God who hath freed us 
from diftrefles, and placed 
us in fafe and profperous 
circumftances be extolled 
by our fincereft praifes and 
moft exalted thoughts of 
him. 



jiS A Paraphrase 

Sect. 13. It is not an imaginary Di- 

vinity, a meer fiftion, or a 

aviL^. fenlelefs idol, but the Al¬ 
mighty fovereign Deity who 
hath enabled me to punilh 
with k verity, and fubdue or 
cleftroy the collective bodies 
that affociated to give me 
. difiurbance. 

48 He provided for my efcape 
fafety and liberty, notwith- 
ftanding the numbers, power 
and inveteracy of mine ene¬ 
mies : yea, further, thou O 
God haft given me a fupe- 
riority and prevailing trium¬ 
phant power over thofe that 
rofe up in arms againft me: 
thou haft plucked me out of 
the hands, or recovered me 
out of danger from the man 
of violences, who was diftin- 
guifhed for outrage, tyranny 
and brutality. 

49 Qn account of thefe and 
unnumbered other indifpen- 
fable obligations to the fin- 
cereft gratitude, moft bene¬ 
ficent Lord, will I make 
thankful and publick acknow¬ 
ledgment of thy goodnefs and 
power; and by all proper me¬ 
morials diffufe to thine ho¬ 
nour fentiments of true piety 

among 

O 


0 The Arab* renders the word to 

t -, Cr h r 


on the 

47. It is God that 
avengeth me, and * 
fubdueth the peopfe 
under me. 


48. He delivered* 
me from mine ene¬ 
mies : yea thou lifteft 
me up above thofe 
that rife up againft 
me: thou haft de¬ 
livered me from the 
violent man. 


4g.Therefore\vill 
I give thanks unto 
thee, .0 Lord, a- 
mong the heathen : 
and fing praifes unto 
thy name. 


n .c~'c and tremble t or 
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among heathens who know Sect. 1 


thee not, or do not pay thee 
homage and fervice as be¬ 
comes thy perfections and 

their reafonable natures: the 



Psalm 


xviii. 49* 


difplays of thy attributes and 
providence (hall be the deter¬ 
mined fubjects of my per¬ 
petual thankfgiving and ado¬ 


ration. 


50. Great delive¬ 
rance giveth he to 
his king: and Ihew- 
eth mercy to his 
anointed, to David, 
and to his feed for 
evermore. 


The mod folemn publick 50 
acknowledgments are due for 
the fignal deliverances he is 
pleafed to multiply in favour 
of the prince he hath deftined 
to govern: he manifefteth an 
unmerited unexpected extra¬ 
ordinary kindnels and bene¬ 
ficence to his anointed, even 
to David \ and will continue 
and perpetuate his regards 
through an uninterruptedfuc- 
cefiionof generations unto his 
lateft pofterity, if they remain 
objedts of them, anfwer his 
purpofes and obey his laws. 


PSALM 



320 


A Paraphrase on the 


PSALM XIX. SECT. XIV. 

The tejlimony the works of God give of his exi¬ 
gence and Omnipotence: particularly the 
beauty and order of the heavenly bodies. The 
admirable laws formed for mankind. Their ob - 
fervance the ground of happinefs . Cautions 

againfi their violation . A pfalm of David 
directed to the mafter of mufick . 


Psalm xix. i. 


Sect. 14. 



Psalm 


xix. 1. 


T HE vifible heavens in 
their magnificent ftruc- 
ture, regular arrangement, and 

mo ft 


P S A L M xix. I. 


T HE p heavens 
declare the 
glory of God : and 
the firmament fhew- 
eth his handy-work. 


P The Jews are faid to mention Jhcmajim , the heavens 
by the following diltinttion Vilon: which is not a He- 
bre-iu word but taken from the Latin velum. If. rachiay 
frmomentum. Com Job ix. 8. III. Jhechakim ' 

nubes five aether. Deut . xxxiii. 26. God who rideth upon 
the heaven, and in his excellency on Jhechakim the Iky 
IV. Vnr Z.ebul habitaculum dwelling place. As Sclom:r. 
llyled his temple, 1 Kings viii. 13. Inde de ccelo dicitur, 
quod eft propium habitaculum Dei. V. pyD mayon: Deut. 
XXVi. 13. Look down from ma'$on kodjheca thy holy habita¬ 
tion , i. e. from heaven. Com. PfaL lxviii. 5. VI. |OD 
Macon l Kings viii. 39 Hear thou in heaven meconJhibteca : 
thy dwelling place. Vlf. niDIJ? yaraboth, PfaJ. lxviii. 4. 
Extol him that rideth upon "Jaraboth : the heavens: lo 
named, quia cerium latum et extenfum Jit injlar loci campejlris . 

The Jews call this fphscra fuprema, quae alias omnes com- 
ple&itur: ubi Dei fedes eft, amacnitate et fuavitace per- 
feftiflima. Vid. Maimon Mor. Neb. P. I. C. 57. Dav. 
Kitncbi in PJal. lxviii. Chappclo^v in Job xxxv. 3. The 
following lines may entertain the poetick reader. 

How dreadfully delightful Vis to Iofe 
The dazzled eye in yonder wide expanfe. 

Where, 
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2. Day tirtto day 
uttereth fpeech, and 
night unto night 
fheweth knowledge. 


mod extenfive influences Sect. 14. 

mud be allowed undeniable 
evidences and glorious dif- ? SALM 
plays of the divine omni-* 1 *' 
potence wifdom and bene¬ 
volence : and the fpacious • 
firmament, or amazingly 
large expanfe where the hea¬ 
venly bodies are fiationed 
and the planetary worlds re¬ 
volve, is an incomparable 
fpecimen of his tranfcendent 
flcill in contrivance and im- 
menfe omnipotence. 

In the perfedt book of na- 2 
ture: and enlarged kingdom 
of an univerfal providence, 
the fubjefts for contemplation 
and tedimonies of an Infinite 


Whefe, rbund tCri thoufand fortts _ 6flighf, 

Myriads of worlds roll ceafelefs; all obeying. 

And all declaring in their meafured orbs 
That univerfal fpirit which informs 
Pervades and afttiates the wond f rous whole. 

■ 

Sec likewife part of the noble matter of this bold and 
fuhlime performance \yronght into an elegant ode, Speflnt. 
Vol. VI. No. 465. In the poetick ftyld the heavens and, 
firmament arc hot only rfcprefented as animate beings, but 
as heralds proclaiming the divine ftyle, and eloquent 
fpeakers declaring Ills perfections: agreeable to which fome 
render the 3d Ver. they have ftriftfy fpeaking nO voice or 
language that is heard with the external cars, yet their 
line, &c See the note following. Ludov. De Diett renders, 
non exiflente fermofie, et non exiHcntibus verbis, non 
aildita voce Corum. Sictit Prov. xxvi 20. hi non exiflente 
)// fur rone t id efl 
' clfat lis. 

If. 


defirieifte fu Cur rone, abfque fufurrone 


Y 


Being, 




Paraphrase tm the 


Sect. 14. Being, go and return in a re- 

gular rotation and conftant 
xix!^. * uninterrupted fucxeflion, as 

the vicifiitudes of feafons, or 
the perpetual alternatives of 
day and night. 

3 However widely mankind 
are difperfed, or how dif¬ 
ferent foever their languages 
and dialedts, thefe ftill in- 
ftruftions are given, and thele 
filent lectures may be readily 
underftood and beneficially ap¬ 
plied in common by them all. 

4 The marks of plain defign, 
and moft exa£l lines employed 

in 


3. There is no 
fpeech nor language 
•v-bere there voice is 
not heard. 


4. Their n line is 
gOtie out through all 
the earth, and their 

words 


Q Their line, Sec. the Heb. denoteth a motion , tendency or 
direction towards fomething — Ilretching out as a line in a 
ftreight direction — a line ufed in meafuring building or 
deftroying—alfo lines ufed in a book, confifting of a direft 
feries of letters. 'Job xxxviii. Ezek. xlvii. 3. Lam. ii. 3> 
ifai. xxviii. 10. But Pocock in his Mifcel. c. iv. p. 48. by 
an Arab, derivation interprets the word vociferation cr 
crying aloud . And another learned author gives the follow¬ 
ing Weaning of this aud the ver.- foregoing. That though 
the heavens and firmament have neither fpeech, words, nor 
voice properly fo called, yet they have other ways of de¬ 
claring and making known the attributes of God , whereby 
they (peak much louder than any fpeaker or teacher on 
earth can do ; This is literally true in refpeft of the loud 
noife and roaring of thunder, but much more fo of the 
wonderful order light and influences of thofe heavenly 
bodies, but there is fome difficulty and perhaps not fo 
much grandeur and fublimity in the conftruftion. Ohel, 
tranflated a tabernacle, literally fignihes an ambulatory , or 
moveable tent, fuch as was ufed by lhepherds and travellers. 
Gen. xxv. 27. Ifai. xxxviii. 12. This is agreeable to the 
Arabick elegance and idiom. In the hiffory of Tamerlane , 
n. 57. Edit. Arab, the author describing the night palling 

away 
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words to the end of 
the world : in them 
hath he fet a taber¬ 
nacle for the fun. 


Which is as a 
bridegtoom coining 
out of his r chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a 
llrong man to run a 
race. 


$2$ 

in fetting out the limits ©fSucT. 14. 
this amazing ftrufture, are W * V *""* J 
©bfefved to extend through- ? SALM 

r*!i - y a . 

out all countries* and their 
inftrudlive ledtures, or peca- 
fions of improving converfe, 
to the utmoft extremities of 
this habitable world: in this 
regular and noble fyftem hath 
he formed with the greateft 
accuracy, and eftablifhed up- 
Qti the ftrongeft bafis, a kind 
of moveable habitation or 
pavilion royal for the fun to 
refide in, and thenee emit 
light* mpft largely diffufe its 
glittering beams. 

Which, although it is a 5 
material inanimate produc¬ 
tion, yet in its riling exhibits 
a moft enlivening vigour 
^and inexprefllble beauty and 
glory: as the joyous bride¬ 
groom, iflues forth from the 
mod elegant betrothing cham- 

Y 2 ber 


away and the day approaching, thus exprefles it — when 
the night had dirfolved or removed its tabernacle, and the 
day elevated its fignals. 

r Chamber alludes, as Hammond obferves, to a cuftom of 
the Jews in betrothing under a tent or canopy made for 
that purpofe, and called chuppa or chamber , where the bride¬ 
groom ufed to go with his bride to talk familiarly, as a 
ceremony of confirmation to the wedlock. Whilft he was 
there, no perfon came in, but his friends and attendants 
waited for him at the door, with torches or lamps in their 
hands; and when he came out he was received with great ' 
joy and acclamation, £sY. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 14. ber, preceded with torches 

^Psalm"* ftreaming light,and creates 
xix. 5. * n the fpedtatonr frelh life 

and vigour: or as a cham¬ 
pion in racing, with his ner¬ 
vous agile limbs,flyingchariot 
and pranfing fleeds, is in 
tranfports to enter the lifts 
and bound from the goal; 
with fuch feeming alacrity 
and attradlive radiancy does 
the orb of day early lhine 
forth. 

6 The diredtion of its appar¬ 
ent motion begins from one 
extreme point of the eaftern 
hemifphere, and the circular 
courfe thence deferibed ex¬ 
tends to the utmoft limits of 
the oppofite weftern one: no 
diftridt or climate of this en¬ 
tire globe is left deftitute of 
a fhare in the beneficial in¬ 
fluences, diredting light and 
quickening heat thereof. 

7 From the furvey of this 
diftinguifhed grand objedl in 
the fyltem of providence with 
its regulations, the tranfition 
is natural to the government 

of 


6. His going forth 

is from the end of 
heaven, and his cir¬ 
cuit unto the ends 
of it: and there is 
nothing hid from the 
heat thereof. 


7. The law of the 
Lord is perfeft, e 
converting the foul: 
the teftimony of the 
Lord /'/ fure making 
wife the fimple. 


} Converting the foul , literally, making the foul or life to 
return , or refrefhing the rational fpiritual life, as food 
does the animal. Enlightening the cyes % feems a fimilar 
idiom taken from the invigorating effefrs of wholefome 
diet: and rejoicing the heart — the fame as to wine, 
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3 2 5 


8. The ilatutes of 
the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment 
of the Lord // pure, 
enlightning the eyes. 


9. The fear of the 
Lord is clean, en¬ 
during for ever: the 
judgments of the 
.Lord are true and 

righteous altogether. 



of the intellectual moral world Sect. 14. 

by the light of religious truth; 
and to the laws mankind are 
fubjeCt to, which are perfectly 
free from all mixture of evil, 
and whofe natural tendency 
is to convert and reform the 
foul from all fin and error: 
the teftimony the Lor d hath 
given in the nature and reafon 
of things to wifdom and 
virtue, preferibes a fafe way 
for men to walk in; and fuf- 
ficiently direCts all inoffenfive 
and undefigning, fincere and 
unprejudiced perfons to per¬ 
fection and happinefs. 

The divine precepts are 8 
juft and reafonable, rejoicing 
and Toothing the heart and 
confcience, with the mod 
agreeable reflections upon 
their due obfervance, and 
promifes of an abundant and 
eternal recompence : the doc¬ 
trines of true religion, like 
the polifhed mirror, are clear 
and plain ; eafy to be under- 
ftood and productive of the 
nobleft pleafure and the 


greateft 

vigour. 


inward ftrensth and 


The 


genuine 


operative 9 
principles of piety and virtue 
will guard him who is under 
their influences from 

Y 


ever 


3 


praCtifing 



3 16 A Para?hrase on the 

Sect. 14.. pradlifing fraud and hvpo- 

crify; and render all his 

*xjc A q M a( ^‘ Gn9 afl d qualities regular 

fteady and uniform Khe judg¬ 
ments and commands of the 
Almighty are fo entirely 
grounded in truth and equity, 
that the man who lives ac¬ 
cording to them cannot but 
be faithful and upright; juft 
in all his dealing, and exem¬ 
plary in his whole deport¬ 


ment. 

to In a proper equal eftimate 
of things, they are nobler 
objedts of our longing defires 
clearly and fully to under- 
ftand; and of unfpeakably 
more worth to regard in our 
practice, than it is to obtain 
and accumulate wealth, gold, 
even an immenfe treafure of 
the richefl gold : there is fur¬ 
ther more delight and fatis- 
fadfcion in a virtuous charac¬ 
ter and a good confcience, 
than in all fenfitive pleafures; 
the delicious fweets of honey, 
and the pureft drops falling 
from tjie honey-comb. 

11 Again, they alone inftrudt 
me how to enjoy and become 

all 


10. More to be 
defired are they than 
gold, yea than much 
fine gold : fweeter 
alfo than honey, and 
the honey-comb. 


11. Moreover by 
them is thy fervant 
* warned: and in 

keeping 


* Tfo'ryt&i, as Hhtntridnd obfVrvcs. fignifies likewife 
to fliine fcrtb\ to declare before handy to arrive at a glorious 
and flourifhing condition; which perhaps may be the fenfe 
in this paifage. 
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keeping of them 
//vrv/Vgreat reward. 


i 2. Who can un¬ 
derhand bis errors ? 
cleanfechou me from 
fecret faults . 


1 3. Keep back 

thy fervant alfo from 
0 prefumptuous fus, 

let 


all other advantages; and ^ ECT * 
acquaint me with the certain 
terrible confequences of ab- •j iA !', M 

c i 4 . 1 XlXi I * • 

ufing and perverting them : 
and in bridling my appetites 
and paflions; in improving 
my underftanding and fol¬ 
lowing its fober dictates, I 
experience myfelf to be great¬ 
ly happy ; and conceive rea- 
fonable hopes of everlafting 
falvation. 

But, alas! what human 12 
obedience is not full of de¬ 
feats and imperfections; or 
who among mankind attends 
to and duly reflects on all his 
unnumbered omiflions and 
offences ? I truly defire to 
repent where I have finned; 
and for the future be more 
upon my guard : but O thou 
undeceivable infpeCtor of all 
my aCtions, do thou pardon 
and deliver me from the tranf- 
greffionsofafaulty ignorance, 
heedlefs inattention, or fud- 
den incurfion; from miltakes 
which may be committed un¬ 
awares, efcape my obferva- 
tion, or flip my memory. 

Efpecially it is my mod 
earned requeft that thou 

Y 4 wouldeft 


u Prefumptvoust from boiling overof water on the fire, 
the word denotes fwe/Iing t proud y ivfulcnt, purpoftd, ddi- 

bcri tC 
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Sect. 14. wouldeft preferve and arm 

one who profefies religion, 
and with which^profefiion 
they are plainly inconfiftent, 
againft all deliberate habitual 
and fcandalous impieties and 
immoralities: let me not be 
the defpicable flave of any 
known folly, criminal paf- 
fion, or vile temptation: then 
1 fliall maintain my rational 
liberty and virtuous integri¬ 
ty, and never fall into apof- 
tacy and utter alienation from 
thy knowledge and likenefs: 
or crimes that would be fatal. 
[14 Senfible how fubjedt I am 
to irregularity of appetite and 
many unguarded fteps, my 
fervent prayer is, that the 
exprefiions of my lips, con¬ 
trivances and defigns of my 
heart and whole tenour of 


let them not have 
dominion over me : 
then (hall I be up¬ 
right, and I fhall bo 
innocent from the 
great tranfgreflioc. 


14. Let the wordi 
of my mouth, and 
the meditation of 
my heart be w ac¬ 
ceptable in thy fight, 
O Lord my ftrength 
and my redeemer. 


my life and converfation may 
manifeft a grateful fenfe of 
thy favours and the higheft 
regard to thy precepts; O 
my Almighty fovereign, who 
has constantly fupported and 
often wonderfully delivered 



berate fins . The LXX. render, fins from f rangers y f range 
fins % or other men s fns . 

w Literally, be acceptable, or an acceptable facrifice. 

PSALM 
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PSALM XX. SECT. XV. 

interceffion for another's fafety in fome time of 
danger , or fuccefs in fome hazardous enter prize, 
Hope and truft in the Almighty declared , with 
purpofes of a regular and unfeigned gratitude . 
The occajion fuppofed to he an expedition againjh 
the Ammonites and Syrians. An ode or pfalm 
of David directed to the mafter of mufick . 


Psalm xx. r. 


T HE Lord 

hear thee in 
the day of trouble, 
the nameof the God 
of Jacob * defend 

thee. 

« 


2. Send thee help 
from the fanihiary : 
and {Lengthen thee 
out of Zion. 


Psalm xx. i. 


T HE eternal Go D,whofe Sect. 15. 

wifdom can never be -v—— 1 
perplexed nor his Omnipo- ^x*™ 
tence enervated, accommo¬ 
date the difpenfations of his 
providence, guardian of our 
ftate, to your prelent circum- 
ftances and diftreffes: the 
diftinsuifhed attributes and 


moft gracious providence of 
that All-powerful God, 
whom Jacob and his defen¬ 
dants have had abundant 
reafon to celebrate and con¬ 
fide in, as an high tower be 
your refuge and defence. 

From the holy place of 2 
his efpecial refidence difpatch 
all necefiary fuccours for your 
afiiftance: and in any diftref¬ 
fes, 


x Defend, literally fet thee in an high place, i.e. a fortified 
rou n.or a tower of defence erefled on arifing ground or high 
Ml, as they have commonly been in all nations and age*. 
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Sect. 15. fes, or dangers you may en¬ 
counter, out of that city 
where the tabernacle and the 
ark are flationed moft firmly 
fupport you. 

3 By fucceeding your enter- 
prize, leave a lafting memo¬ 
rial how acceptable your vo¬ 
luntary meat-offerings were, 
with the genuine fpirit of de¬ 
votion which attended them; 
and produce in your mind 

! )eace and gctod hope by a 
ignal approbation and entire 
confumption of your prefent 
afcending burnt-facrifice. 

4 Grant, that you may attain 
what your upright heart de¬ 
fires; and have lull refolution 
to execute in its utmoft ex¬ 
tent 


on the 


3. Remember a Y. 
thy y offerings, and 
accept thy burnt- 
facrifice. Selah. 


4 Grant thee ac¬ 
cording to thine o\\ n 
heart, and fulfil all 
thy counfel. 


y A didinftion here feems made betwixt offerings and 
facrifices j indeed tithes , frji fruits , &c. were offerings but 
not Sacrifices, which were fome things flain, and diuin- 
gnifhed into huntt - offerings, ftn offerings , trefpafs, and peace - 
offerings. Agreeable to which difference the terms remember 
and accept are made ufe of: the former of which fbould 
denote acceptance and a kind remembrance : the latter figr.i- 
fics to be fat and deli cafe, rather perhaps to reduce to ajhcs % 
to corfurnty or deftroy , as Lens. i. 16. Jer. xxxi. 40 the ex¬ 
ternal and vifible fign whereby in ancient times they fully 
concluded the Divine Being teftified his acceptance, molt 
probably was fire from heaven coming down upon the 
oblation and wholly confuming it, as we find in the famous 
facrifice of Abraham, Gen. xv. 17. fome underftand this 
as a phrafe of the fame import with the heathen, Jo. Pecan 
ofed to animate the foldiery when they engaged the 
enemy. 
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s We will rejoice 
in thy falvadon,and 
in the name of our 
God wc will fct up 

cur banners: the 

Lord fulfil all thy 
petitions. 


6 Now know I 
that the Lord 
faveth his anoint d; 
he will hear him 
from his holy hea¬ 
ven, with the favjng 
llrength of his right 
hand. 


tent the laudable feheme you S*ot. 15 
are proceeding upon. ■ 

With hearts full of joy r$AlM 
and gratitude, and with the XX 
loudeft acclamations will we 
celebrate the happy occafion 
and glorious deliverance. Al¬ 
mighty God, as thine and 
entirely owing to thy power 
and goodnefs: and to the 
diftinguifhed everlafting ho¬ 
nour of the ever living and 
true God, will we wave our 
banners, found our hopes, 
and charge and conquer our 
enemies; the all-fufficrent in¬ 
finite God, to the utmoft of 

' s. 

what they contain, grant all 
your petitions. 

In the refolution and 6 
courage my heart gathers, 
notvvithftanding all the diffi¬ 
culties and hazards of my 
enterprize, I am now pofitive 
as to the event and fuccefs of* 
it: the Lord will favour 
and profper him whom he 
hath conftituted king and 
governor: from his awful 
throne in the hieheft heavens 




he will anfwer fuitably to his 
requefts and neceflities; and 
by the fbperior invincible 
ftrength of his exerted Omni¬ 
potence preferve and defend 
him. 


Some 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. i$. 



Some lay their account in 
thofe precarious frail depen¬ 
dencies, and poflefs them¬ 
selves with the certain hopes 
of victory from military pre¬ 
parations, the ftrength of 
their chariots, or the power 
mettle and fpeed of their 
horfes: we are negleftful of 
no prudent expedients, but 
we commemorate in the 
inoft interefting extraordi¬ 
nary events the everlafting 
perfection and all-governing 
providence of the God of 
armies. 

On the one hand, as might 
naturally be expected from 
their weak fupports, they 
fhrink and drop, are mortally 
wounded, lie dead upon the 
ground*, on the other we 
Hand ftedfaft, rile high, and 
make continual advances. 

9 Keep from danger, moft 
powerful and moft merciful 

God, 


7. Some * trujl in 
chariots, and fome 
in horfes : but we 
will remember the 
name of the Lord 
our God. 


8 . They arc 
brought down and 
fallen; but we arc 
rifen and ftand up¬ 
right. 


9. a Save Lord, 
let the king hear us 
when we call. 


* There being no word in the original for tntft, it may 
be the fureft way, as Hammond from the JewiJb Arabic/: 
translator obferves, to let the beginning of the verfe depend 
on that verb which follows in the end of it, and interpret 
fome make mention of their chariots, but 'ice will make 
mention, &c. 

a A tranfition here from the fccond to the third perfon 
has occaiioned fome difficulty ; the moft proper rendering, 
agreeable to the LXX. Vulg. and JEthicp. is the Lordfa-ve 
the king av.dhear us when we call: And Aben Ezra fuppofes 

th ; s 
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God, our moft gracious kingS^cT. 
and governor; continue his 
lafety and profperity ; and re- J’ A q LM 

fufe not thy favourable regard * 

to our moft fervent prayers 
upon fo interefting and im¬ 
portant an occafion. 


PSALM XXI. 


Gratitude cxpreffed for mercies and deliverances. 
The nature , and readinefs of vouchfafing thefe y 
intimated as greatly enhancing the obligation . 
Hopes grounded of the enemy*s entire dejlruftion . 
The correfpondence betwixt this and the former , 
renders it probable that the one is an hymn of 
thankfgiving for obtaining what had been de¬ 
voutly requejied in the other . A pee tick compo- 
fit ion of David dir tided to the principal mu - 
Jician. 


Psalm xxi. i. 

T HE king (hall 
joy in thy 
ftrength, O Lord, 
and in thy falvacion 
how greatly fhall he 
rejoice. 


O 


Psalm xxi. i. 

UR moft gracious To-Sect. i< 
vereign, even thine —- 
anointed fhall in all proper . LM 

* L YY1 1 

exprefTions of gladncfs and 
thankfulnefs acknowledge, 
bleffed God, thy remarkable 
interpofition in his favour: 
and how greatly delighted 
and tranfported fhall his grate¬ 
ful 


this whole office of devotion, or facred ode to be dilated 
by David to be commonly ufed when he went cut to .fight 
their battles for the l/raeliiss. 
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Sect. i£. Ful heart be in thy compleat 
'^ u ^ deliverance of him from all 
dangers and calamities. 

2 In this wonderful difpen- 
fation of thy kind providence 
thou halt gratified him to the 
utmoft of his moft fanguine 
hopes or wifhes : there is not 
an individual inftance which 
he addreffed thee for, that 
thou haft denied him: hi* 
devout fupplications are in¬ 
deed richly anfwered. 

3 Thou haft obviated his 
humble petition ; and before 
he could prefer it, and in 
matters quite beyond his de¬ 
fires and expectations haft 
furprized him with the moft 
diftinguHhed blcfiings, the 
pure effefts of unfolicited 
bounty and difinterefted 
goodnefs; thou haft adorned 

his 


2 Thou haft given 
him his hearts defire, 
and haft not with- 
holden the^requeft 
of his lips. Sclah. 


3. For thou c pre- 
venceft him with the 
blcffings of good- 
nefs ; thou fetteft a 
crown of pure gold 
on his head. 


Requef, ice. Hammond notes, that the radix fignifics tc 
efpoufee.% well as petition* and it would be elegantly rendered 
the efpoufal of his tips, i. e. his moft important confiderabh 
defire which he had fet his heart upon, and fo often begged 
of God. But he adds, if the roots be diftinguiihed by the 
pofition of the point over it may fignify as in the Chaldee 
and Syriac, ejfudit, poured out: and iome render the prt - 
paration of his lips, <ziz. that which he hath iirlt prepared 
in the heart by meditation and then foured out at the Ups. 

c For thou fre-jentejl, See. The radix fignifics, ns ha? 
been already obferved, doing a thing in 4 he nick of time, 
meeting , being before hand, i. e. moft ready ©pen and boun¬ 
tiful in conferring obligations. 
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4. He afleed life 
•f thee, and thou 
gavell it him, wu 
L-ngth of days for 
ever and ever. 


his venerable temples with aS*«T. 15. 

mod brilliant mafly crown, 

and eftablifhed him in royal F ! bAlwi 

,... r , / XXI. f. 

dignity, m fupreme authority. 

The fubftanee of his mo-4 
deft requeft was that his life 
might be fpared, and not 
facrificed to his enemies’* 


moft 11 njuft refen tment: which 
thou haft not only granted* 
fo that he is under no appfce- 
henfions of an untimely fate \ 
but according to all human 
probability wilt both prolong 
his years to the fartheft date 
of our mortal ftandard, and 


in the fuceeflion of his royal 
progeny continue hi* lint 
throughout all generation*, 
even to the end of time and 


5. His glory is 
great in thy falva- 
tion, honour and 
majefly hall thou 
laid upon him. 


conflimmation of all 'things. 

By the feries of efctraordh; 
hary and unparalleled fuc- 
cefies with which thou haft 

blefted his arms, not only 

calamitous feenes vanifb, btft 
he is daily loaded with frefh 
acceffions of dignity and 
glory: his eftablifhed repu¬ 
tation as a ruler and-victorious 


leader, and growing fame 
will generally be confided 
as undeniable argiinverrt-s tb 
the whole world, how high 
he ftands in thy favour. ■ ** 

l 

Through 
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Psalm 
xxi. j6 . 




Through the peculiar ex¬ 
treme regard thou haft fliewed 
him, he lhall be univerfally 
efteemed a deliverer and 
publick benefactor * fo that it 
fhall be the people’s ufual 
wifh, and utmoft bound of 
their defire, that all fucceedir)g 
governors may be like him: 
conftituting him thus the 
fcourge of tyrants and friend 
of mankind *, thou haft pro¬ 
duced in his generous mind 
the nobleft fatisfadtion, and 
railed his character to an im¬ 
mortal fame. 

For our excellent monarch 
places his foie confidence in 
the protection and blefiing 
of the everlafting God j to 
whofe homage and obedience 
he is entirely devoted : and 
through the fupports of pro¬ 
vidence, the integrity of his 
religion, and the perfect equi¬ 
ty of all his enterprizes, he 
never need to doubt of the 
liability of his throne, and 
the flourilhing ftate of his 
kingdom. 

And as to his enemies, if 
any can have fuch favage na¬ 
tures as to envy the com¬ 
munity’s happinefs, and form 
defigns againft his perfon or 
government, as his number- 


6. For thou halt 
made him mo ft blef- 
fed for ever: :hou 
haft made him ex¬ 
ceeding glad with 
thy countenance. 


7. l or the king 
trufteth in the Lo r 
and through the 
mercy of the molt 
high, he fhall not be 
moved. 


S. Thine hand 
fhall find out all 
thine enemies, thy 
right hand fhall find 
out thofe that hate 
thee. 



q. d Thou fhalt 

n> ike them as n fiery 

¥ 

oven in the time of 
thine anger : the 
koRD /hall fwallow 
them up in his wrath 
and the fire /hall 
devour them. 


io. e Their fruit 
Hi alt thou deft toy 
from the earth, and 

their 


again 



Psalm 

xxi. 8. 
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Jefs inftances thou haft done Sect. i$. 
already, thou wilt 
enable him to dete< 5 t and 
chaftife them : they muft be 

wicked and abandoned and 

' ; 

deferve it, therefore fhall 
moft miferably feel the aven¬ 
ging hand of heaven and 
jultice. 

Though fentence againft 9 
them may not be fpeedily 
executed, yet they 
no means r (cape it: 
buftibles, wood and < 
thorns thrown into , 


fhall 


by 
as com- 
rackling 
1 ■ heated 


oven or raging fiery furnace are 
readily kindled, burned, and 
wholly confumed; or as the 
opening ground in an earth¬ 
quake fliddenly overwhelms 
thofe who ftand upon it: fo 
certain are they, in due time 
from the divine difpieafure, 
of a terrible and entire de- 
ftrudtion. 

Their unhappy off-fpring 10 
likewife, efpecially thofe of 

them 


d Thou /halt make s 8c c. i. e. Thou (halt inflift on them 
moft grievous and intolerable ihiferies. Some reckon the 
puni/hment here alluded to, was that dreadful one the JtntAo- 
rites fufFefed 2 Sam. xii. 31. of paffing through the brick kiln, 
or perhaps the furnace of their idol Moloch Or Mifcholtn, to 
which they burned in facrifice their children 2 Kings xvi. 3. 
and xxiii.io. The Gbald- Paraph, renders the fin\ Hell fire . 

c Their fruit f Sec. Some underftand this of tile effects of 
cheir labour in tilling plowing and fowing the ground, but 

V o 1 . . II. 2 as 
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Psalm 
xxi. io. 


II 


Sect. 15. them who are led by their 

pernicious example to pro¬ 
ceed in the fame vile courfes 
Ihall be rooted" out of the 
earth, neither fhall any re¬ 
mains of their detefted fa¬ 
milies ever more be numbered 
among mankind. 

The fevereft punifhment 
is perfedtly juft, becaufe they 
plainly levelled their hoftile 
defigns and inftruments of 
deftru&ion againft thyfelf; 
thy people and the ruler thou 
hadft appointed: there was 
the higheft degree of .ftupi- 
dity as well as impiety in 
their horrid fchemes: they 
ought to mifcarry, and they 
were fure to be fruftrated, 
for it was utterly out of their 
power to execute them, 
i* As the natural confequence 
of having engaged in fo de- 

fperate 


their feed 
mong the 
of men. 


from 2- 
chiidren 


11. For they f in¬ 
tended evil againft 
thee: they imagined 
a mifchievous device 
which they are not 
able to perform* 


12.Therefore fhalc 

thou make them turn 
6 their back, when 

thou 


as the perfons themfelves are fuppofed deftroyed, and corn 
and fruit confequently of no further fignification to them, 
the terms feem moft properly applied to their iflue, or 
children. 

f They intended Sec. The radix fignifies to fretch out, 
dijlend , expand , it is applied to a pavilion, the heavens , val¬ 
leys, clothes on a bed\ nets with cords , and beating out met ah , 
to form them for ufe, fo by an eafy metaphor may denote 
evil defign, vile machinations. The LXX. and Arab, render 
bowed down evil things, wrejied perverted them, dijiorted 
his words or forged Handers and calumnies againft him. 

S Back, the Heb. fignifies a Jhoulder or jhonlder blade, and 
likewife a riling piece of ground \ or a butt to Jlocot at. Gen. 

W ^ | * 1 i 

xlvni. 
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thou (halt make rea- fperate a caufe, againft fo Sect. 15 
dy t/jin arrow upon formidable an adverfary, they 

il‘y llringj againft could nQt bu( . be expof Psalm 
cht* face of them. r . , r & XXK 

themlelvqs to certain and in¬ 


evitable ruin: it appears they 
were when thy bow is bent 
and the winged fliafts are 
fitted to the firing-, when thy 
judgments have their corn- 
million, and war, peftilence 
or famine are bid to rage : 
when they feel the weight of 
them, and are in the greateft 
confufion. 


13. Be thou ex¬ 
alted, Lord, in 
thine own ftrength; 
fo will we fing and 
praife thy power. 


Whatever becomes of*3 
them, whom no other mea- 
fures would reduce, make 
thy power and providence 
Almighty God to be ac¬ 
knowledged and univerfally 
adored: on account of which 


ineftimable favour, by vir¬ 
tuous lives and the mod'. 


devout thankfgivings we will 
declare our extreme obliga¬ 
tions and celebrate thy eternal 
prailes. 


\lvhi. 22. Hammondi Scbwrdius, Sec. interpret the expref- 
fion as alluding to the ufual military pollute of Jetting t}:e 


fl?oulder y covering it or never leaving the whole body ex- 
pofed. Caflellio feems to paraphrafe very fignificantly. 
For thou Jhalt Jet them as thy butt or mark, and •with thine 


arrows aim Jr eight at them: i. c they are certain to be 
deflroyed. But fome interpret, thou fialt fubdue them , and 


portion them out as the two brothers did Shechctn heretofore , 
1 he expreflign becoming a proverb, as in PJa/-\x. andcviii. 


Z 2 
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PSALM XXII. SECT. XVI. 

Pathetick complaints and expostulations with Al¬ 
mighty God from the loweft eft ate of affliction 
and perfecution: hopes conceived of deliverance 
and profperity \ and engagements to anfwer the 
nobleft purpofei thereof in an unfeigned piety 
and generous liberality \ in promoting religion 
and the moft extenjive univerfal reformation. 
Apfaim or hymn of David entitled the b morning- 
hind , directed to the principal mujician to be 
performed in the tabernacle . 


P S A L M xxii. J. 


Sect. 16. 



Psalm 
X xii. i. 


M Y moftmercifulGoD! 

My evcrlafting father, 
on what account or through 
what provocation, fo contrary 
to thy ufual dealings, doft 
thou Teem, when thine imme¬ 
diate help is fo abfolutely ne- 
cefiary even in this extremity 
to negleft and abandon me ? 
What can be thy views in 
abfenting thyfelf, in denying 

the 


Psalm xxii. i, 

M Y God, my 
God, why hall 
thou forfaken me ? 

why art thou fo hr 
from helping me, and 
from 1 the words of 
my roaring. 


h Morning bind, fome underftand the name of a tnnr, 
others take the title of the pfalm to be derived from the 
Rag or deer, which the huntfman early marks out and fepa- 
rates from the reft for the diverfion of the day. 

i Literally the words of my roaring, or two fubflantii'ea 
bfjpg commonly ufed for an adjective and a fubftantive, 
my roaring words are far from my help , i €. from helping 
me. The JewiJh- Arabic renders for fake ne nct y fo as that 
my words and tny groaning: he far from my help • 




Booh of Psalms. 

the interpofition of thy prO- Se 
< vidence to relieve me, or re- ^ 
fufing the leaft regard to my J 
bittereft and loudeft cries. 


z. O my God, k 
I cry in the day¬ 
time, but thou hear- 
eft not; and in the 
night feafon,andam 
not filent. 


Ever blefled God, my moft 2 
earned: Applications all the 
dav Ions afcend to the throne 

* o 

of thy mercy, but thou fa¬ 
voured: me with no anfwer: I 
continue to do this through 


3. But thou art 
holy, O thou that 1 
inhabited the praifcs 
of Ifracl. 


the filent watches of the 
night, but in vain : without 
inttrmiffion of either day or 
night, I am conftant and moft 
ardent in my requefts, but 
have no reafon to believe they 
are attended to. 

Neverthelefs, and though 3 
a righteous man and thy faith¬ 
ful fervant feems deferted and 
given up a facrifice to his 
enemies, yet I am perfuaded 
that thou art holy in all tKy 
ways, true to thy word, and 
never canft forget thy pro- 
mifes; O thou God of Ifrael 

Z 3 who 


k Hammond renders and Schmidius to the fame purpofe— 
I cry in the day- time , and thou he areft not ; a??d in the night 
and there is not any quiet to met that is, no atrfwer to my 
prayers addrell for quiet or deliverance. 

1 Literally, thou inhabitrjly eontinuejiy rettiaineji , perfe- 
*verejl hofyt the praifes of Jfraely i e. the objeft of their 
praifes and glory. Mudge interprets, the Divinity, that 
dwelled where the praifes and homages of Jfraelh-xxc been 
always offered for mercies granted them. Ludonj. De Dieu 
underftands by praifes t &c. the Cherubins and ark which 
are called the glory of Ifrael* 1 Sam. 18. 21, 
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i 


S ect. i6. who by a feries of wonders 

in their favour, haft always 
c ^ a * me d a peculiar tribute of 
the fincereft gratitude from 
thy people. 

4 Through a long fucceffion 
of generations our forefathers 
chofe thee for their God, 


4. Our fathers 
trufted in thee : they 
trufted. and thou 
didft deliver thim. 


and the great pbjedt of their 


confidence: In all cafes ^nd 
circumftances, even under 
grievous calamities and the 
heavieft yoke of bondage, 
with an abfolute and enciie 
reliance they committed them- 
felves to thy protection, and 
we have too many memorials 
to doubt of the happy event; 

thou didft not fail in due 

■ 

time to deliver them. 

5 In accompanying prudent 
and vigorous meafures with 
repeated and importunate ad- 
dreffes unto thee, they were 
fpeedily and effedtually re¬ 
lieved : they hoped anfwer- 
flble to their piety and virtue 
for help, and never had oc- 
cafion to complain of their 
hopes deceiving them, or 
that they obtained not what 
they prayed for, 

6 But I feem to be made a 

• 1 

kind of exception from this 

general 


5. They cried 

unto thee, apd were 

delivered: thev truf- 

* 

ted in thee, and were 
not confounded. 


6. But I am \ 
worm, and no man; 
a reproach of men, 

and 


m lVorm s Bockart interprets a certain fmall *ivorm, called 
by the Arabians kermes, adhering to feme part of trec^. 


-? n 1 

di;.: 
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-and defpifed of the 
people. 


7. All they that 
fee me, laugh me to 
fcorn: they ftioot 
out the lip, they 
fluke the head, fay - 


Psalm 

xxii. 6.! 


general method of divine pro- Sect. 16 
cedure: as they did I have 
implored thine afliftance and 
depended on thy protection ; 
but am all the while fuffered 
to be treated and crufhed 
more like a worm than an 
human being: mankind look 


upon my condition as moft 
abjeCt and contemptible: re<- 
proach and infult is all I re¬ 
ceive, even fcorn and derifion 
from the vulgar herds. 

It is a common prevailing 7 
torrent of prejudices feoffs 
and the loweft ridicule that 
I am become obnoxious to: 
every one thinks he has a 
right as foon as he fees to, caff; 
flights and indignities upon 
me j and in my prefence by 
all outward geftures expreis 
a fcurrilous negleCt and en¬ 
tire difdain. 


Z 4 Which 


and fupplying the principal ingredient in dying fcar/et, 
hence that colour in feripture is called by the name of the 
worm, Tho/a. And Hasnmomi that kind of worm, which 
is begotten of a grain of coccus or coccinelc, a red berry\ that 
yields the fcarlct juice, with which they die cloth of that 
colour, and which is full of thofe red worms. The next 
ver. in natural flrong images exprefles how much he was 
derided,— They Jboot out, &c Literally they lopfe. or let go 
with the lip , i, e. they thru ft it out, or mdke mouths, by 
way of fneer or contempt. The Syro-Arab . Lexic. commotio 
duorum unius contra alterU 7 U t <tf}d t \\cArpib, interpreter, they 
fpokc with their lips. 
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Sect. 16, Which intimates that my 

cafe is defperate, and cannoc 

^ sr v n the hi s heft de s. ree 

diftrefs me, they make ajeft 
of my facred and once moft 
fecure dependence: open¬ 
ly declaring, he profefled to 
have an intereft in providence 
that fhould appear, whatever 
fnares and difficulties he met 


8 . He n trufted on 
the Lord, that he 
would deliver him, 
let him deliver him 
feeing he delighted 
in him. 


with, fo that he fhould be fpee- 
dily free’d from them: he is 
now in our hands, and fhall 
remain fo-, let us behold fuch 
a deliverance as he has talked 


of, fince he is the favourite 
of heaven •, otherwife we fhall 
conclude all fuch pretences 
to be no better than horrid 




cant and vile impofture. 
g But have they any ground 
for this cruel ufage and im¬ 
pious calumny ? or are all 
my profefilons in reality only 
meer pretence and delufion ? 
They certainly are not; thy 
peculiar providence prefided 
over, ana carried me fafe 
through all the dangers of a 
painful nativity: and whence 

elfe 


g. But thou art he 
that took me out of 
the womb; thou 
didft make me hope 
when I msas upon 
my mpthers breafts. 


n He tr lifted* literally he eeift* rolled, or dereohved him felt 
his ways, or his works upon God t i. e. committed them to 
his care and management or his direction and conduct. In 
other words, left entirely to him the iHue of an unfeigned 
piety and uniform virtue. 
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io. I was caft up¬ 
on thee from the 
womb: thou art my 
God from my mo¬ 
ther’s belly. 


ii. Be not far 
from me, for trouble 
is near; for there is 

none to help. 


clfe have I expefted or re-S ect. 16. 
ceived conftant fupport under-“v**"* 
all the neceflities and weak- P . S . ALW 
nefies of a frail and helplels XXn ’ 
infancy. 

Before I could thank or io 
know my prefervcr and bene¬ 
factor, even from the earlieft 
date of my mortal life, the 
fupply of my wants devolved 
upon thee, 1 had no other to 
depend on : my very being, 
is thy free gift, O my God ; 
and whatever I improperly 
call my own the pure reftilc 
of thy bounty and goodnefs. 

Do not now regard men 
with that indifference and dif- 
affeftion as if thou didft not 
care to fucconr or afiift at 
all; for peculiar ftraits and 
miferies do not (land at a dif- 


12. Many bulls 
have compared me: 
flrong bulls of 0 
JJalhan have befet 
me round. 


tance; they approach very 
near ; and appear both moll 
dreadful and inevitable, for 
1 have no vifible helper. 

As a miferable man befet \ z 
with a compleat herd of oxen 
or full grown bulls, fo am I 
furrounded with dangers: like 


one 


° Bajhan , being a rich and fruitful country is faid to 
produce the ilrongeft and fatteft breed of cattle; by which 
the plalmift reprefents wealthy potent and infolent ene¬ 
mies, as the prophet Amos ttyles imperious women kine 
of Bajkan t Amos iv. i. The text feems peculiarly expref* 
Jive of their lercencfs. 




A Paraphrai on the 

1 * 


£ect.i 6. one compafied about wirh 

the fierceft: chaffed bulls of 
Bafhan, fo am I hemmed in 

3 CX 1 U* 

on every lide by enemies, 
who neither want power nor 
malice to effect my utter ruin. 

.*3 They opened their mouths 
in continued moft licentious 
invedtives and calumnies; 
like the favage rage and hi¬ 
deous roars with which hun¬ 
gry lions open their jaws at 
the fight of their trembling 
prey to feize and tear it in 
pieces: fuch opprobrious lan¬ 
guage have they ufed, and 
fuch violent meafures taken 
to difpirit confound and cry 
me down, as if they were 
ready to devour me. 

14 And they have too much 
obtained their ends as to my 
bodily health, and once vigo¬ 
rous conftitution which has 
greatly declined: as water 
poured out of a veffel my 
life is fpent in a kind of 
pining lingring death *, and 
my ftrength is gone as if all 
my bones had feparated them- 
felves from one another: like 
wax melted by the fire, my 

heart. 


i«U They gaped 
upon me with their 

m nurfu 




ing and a roaring 
Jion. 


14. I am poured 
out like water, and 
all my Pbonesare out 
of joint; my heart 
islike wax,it is mel¬ 
ted in the midft of 
my bowels. 


P Out ofjoint, the Heb. word rather denotes farting frozi 
one another , a$ in a.confumption of the whole body, than 

fifocation y 
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heart, beyond all comparifon Stcr. 16-: 
fhe moft excellent part, and \ 
that ufed to be firm and un- 
fhaken, is as to all fpirit and 
tefohuion quite diffolved and 
feeble. 


15. My ftrength 
js dried up like a 
potlhcrd: and my 
tongue cleaveth to 
my jaws ; and thou 
haft brought me into 
the duft of death. 


Like a burned tile, brick, 1 5 
or fragment of a veflel made 
of potter’s clay, its natural 
moifture is drained; fo is my 
ftrength and vigour utterly 
exhaufted : my parched 
tongue keeps* clofe, fticks 
fait to my palate ; and thou 
haft fuffered me to be re- 


16. For n dogs 
have comparted me, 
tlie r aflembly of the 

wicked 


duced to the loweft ftate, 
wilt fhortly confine me in the 
dull of the grave. 

And how can it be other- *5 
wife, for as the fierceft bark- 

in 0- 

o. 


n By dogs feem meant the vulgar rabble. 
r This elliptical form of Ipecch feems bell rendered ac¬ 
cording to the cbere or margin, the ajjemb/y of the wicked 
bath e tic loft'd vie as a /ion, my hands and my feet, i. e. as a 
ravenous beart to pluck, tear, or pull thefc in pieces to eat 
or devour them. I have neither power to refift nor avoid 
them. Mudge obferves, the image is cl a man encompaf- 
fed by dogs, and extending his arms to keep them off, but 
they cojpc about him, and fix their teeth and claw's in his 
arms mid legs, as they could not reach his body. The 
latter part ol the next verfe David Kimchi underftands of 
feafing the 'yes, regaling the fight with the mifery of an¬ 
other. Ludo'v De Diet.t interprets defortnaremt vel deturba- 
runt mihi manus et pedes meos, by tell ih the next verfe, 
enarrare, nunciare, indicare. Thus the Chald. Paraph. I 
can Jhew all the fears of my hones, rather perhaps the pofition 
or Itate of his bones: And through his extreme lcamiePs he 
could number or fhew them one by one, Animadver. p.320. 
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wicked have enclo^ 
fed me : they pierced 
my hands and mv 
feet. 


34 * 

Sect. 16. ing dogs, my implacable 

enemies have multiplied and 
Unrounded me: a combina¬ 
tion of the mod wicked and 
cruel ones with the word 


defigns have actually invi- 
roned me : as a ravenous lion 
they have as it were cruihed 
or pulled in pieces to devour 
my hands and my feet. 

17 I may diftinttly tell, or 
one by one count all my dis¬ 
united bare bones: fpedators 
inftead of pitying gaze upon 
me as a monfter, or glare at 
me as an obje<ft of their ut- 
moft difdain and horror. 

18 As if they were perfectly 
lecureof their prey, they feem 
already to have divided my 
garments among them; and 
determined by lotwhofhould 
take my vefture. 

19 With this ignominy and 
unheard-of barbarity will they 
finilh my wretched life, unlefs 
gracious heaven fend relief; 
therefore moft righteous and 
good God do not thou, by 
a Teeming diftance from and 
unconcernednefs about them, 
permit thefe Ihocking fcenes 
to happen; O my only 
ftrength and fuccour, do thou 
be fpeedy; delay not a mo¬ 
ment to fend me help left 


17. I may tell all 
my bones: they look 
and ftare upon me. 


18. They part 
my garments among 
them, and cad lou 
upon my vefture. 


19. But be not 
thou far from me, 
O Lord ; O my 
ftrength, haftc thes 
to help me. t 



i 
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jo. 5 Deliver my 
Joiil from the fword: 
my darling from the 
power of the dog. 


, xxii. x 

properly com- 20 . 


by fuch delay it come too Sect. 
late. 

O fave me from this dread- 
ful danger, 

pared to that of a moft fierce 
lion’s bloody jaws: fpare my 
precious life, once gone 
never to be reftored: and 
now as near deftrudtion from 
the power and malice of thefe 
favages, as if I was delivered 
to the moft furious dogs to 
worry and devour me. 


21. Save me from 
the Hons mouth; for 
thou haft heard me 
from the horns of 
the unicorns. 


22. I will declare 
thy name unto my 
brethren: inthemidft 
of the congregation 
will I praife thee. 


Refcue me inftantly from 21 
this approaching dreadful 
fate; it is eafy to thy omni¬ 
potence, and I have expe¬ 
rienced what thou art both 
able and haft been willing 
to do for me in no lefs ex¬ 
treme jeopardy. 

If life be fpared and the 22 
defirable opportunity grant¬ 
ed, I moft folemnly engage. 

Almighty 


s A paflage parallel to this is Job xxx. 1 Deliver 
vaptbt my foul or life from the fword, jeehidathi , unlearn 
meant 1 my darling, qux principaturn in honiine tenet : or as 
ft. Levi comments on that text; which exerts its'faculties 
in every one, me hoe barim , of the members or organs of 
the body. 

It is ufual in feripture ftyle to exprefs the cruelty of men 
by the names and ferocity of wild beafts ; and by unicorn 
here fome underftand the Rhinoceros ; others the Oryx, whofe 
ftrength and power of hurting lies in its horns. See Job 
xxxix. 9. &c. — There is a very obvious fnnilarity betwixt 
(cveral paflages in this pfalm and fomc of that ancient and 
admired performance. • 
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n * 


Ssct. 1 6. Almighty God, to publifli 

among my countrymen to 
thine honour, the inexpref- 
fible mercy ; when the great- 
eft numbers of them are 
aflembled and furround me, 
1 will thankfully declare the 
important fa£t, and afcribe 
all poflible glory and adora¬ 
tion to its divine and ever 
blcffed author. 

With ari heart overjoyed 
and full of love and gratitude 
I will openly proclaim to 
them,— Oh all you who 
know the true God, and 
profefs his holy religion con¬ 
cur with me in celebrating 
his everlafting perfection: 
you off-fpring of the pious 
and upright Jacoby offer the 
devouleft praife to this moft 
faithful and bountiful Deity; 
and the whole pofterity of 
Ifrael be true to your cove¬ 
nant, and moft facredly and 
inviolably obferve his laws. 

24 For how godlike and truly 
glorious the prefent happy 
occafion! Men commonly 
follow the fuccefsful, court 
the fortunate, and flnin as 
defpicable or even hate as de- 
teftable the greatly diftrefied; 
the mighty God hath not 
acted according to thefe mea- 

fures. 


23. Ye that fear 
the Lord, praife 
him, all ye feed of 
Jacob glorify him, 
and fear him all ye 
feed of Ifrael. 


24. For he hath 
not defpiled nor ab¬ 
horred the affliflion 
of the afflifted : nei¬ 
ther hath he hid his 
face from him, but 
when he cried untQ 
him, he heard. 
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lures, neither hath he as Sect, i 6 , 


beneath him contemptuoufly 
-overlooked, nor as unclean 
and utterly unworthy abomi¬ 
nated an helplefs mortal funk 
into the lowefi: and molt 



abjeft outward condition: 
though for a feafon he was in 
heavinefs, he hath not utterly 
rejected, and totally and per¬ 
petually withdrawn his fa¬ 
vourable regard, but when 
he lifted up his voice for 
help in diftrefs he attended 
and readily and efFedtually 
anfwered. 


25. My praife 
Jball be of thee in 
the great congrega¬ 
tion : I will pay my 
vows before them 
that fear him. 


26. The meek 
fliall 1 cat and be fa- 
tisfied: they fhall 

praife 


I will place in the moft 2$ 
confpicuous and illuftrious 
point of view this -eminently 
laudable faft, and celebrate 
thy periedlions for it, before 
the ]argeft concourfe or grand 
aflembly of our tribes: what 
offerings and facrifices I have 
vowed and religioufly pro- 
mifed, I will without any 
deficiency in the molt com¬ 
plete manner perform, in the 
prefence of the greateft mul¬ 
titudes who fliall be come up 
to Jerufalem to worfhip the 
ever-living and true God. 

The afflifted humble and 26 
deftitute, who-fe -narrow cir- 

cum- 


1 Geierus pertinently remarks, that in cvcharifticnl faerj- 
ftess, on -account of fignal deliverance?, it w as cultomory to 

invite 
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Sect, i 6. cumflances are inadequate to 

^ the expence of coftly offer- 

xxiL lr6. be invited to plen¬ 

tiful tables, and completely 

fatisfied with the richeft de¬ 
licacies : without the leaft 


praife the Lord that 
feck him, your heart 
fhall live for ever. 


difference appearing on ac¬ 
count of their riches or pover¬ 
ty, all who pay homage unto 
God in order to gain his 
favour and blefling, fhall be 
in a fuitable happy condition 
and capacity for acknowledg¬ 
ing and adoring him: let 
all your drooping uneafy 
thoughts fubfide, doubt not, 
your hearts fhall be fettled, 
and all your comforts be per¬ 
petually continued to you. 

27 People from the remoteft 
parts of the land fhall bring 
to remembrance God’s great 
and noble deeds by a moil 
thankful mention of them; 
and make all proper refkfti- 
ons and returns of gratitude: 
and not only the peculiar 
people, but all the families 
of mankind and nations of 
this whole earth fhall, Al¬ 
mighty God, in the moll 
expreflive aftions, pay thee 
divine honours, religious wor- 
ihip and fervice. 

Neither 


27. All the ends 
of the world fhaH 
remember and turn 
unto the Lord: and 
all the kindreds of 
the nations fhall wor- 
(hip before thee. 


invite a multitude of guefts ; and that on thefe occafions 4 
portion was commonly given to the poor. 
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Tor the king¬ 
dom is the Lords : 
and he is the gover- 
rour among the na¬ 
tions. 


29. All they that 
te far upon the earth, 
fhall eat and uor- 
ihip: '* all they that 
go down to the dull, 
Si all bow before 
him, and none can 
keep ahve his own 
foul. 


Neither is this any thir.gStfcT. 16 
but what is perfectly reafon- - 
able, and what they were al- P . 9 . A1 ;o 
ways indifpenf^bly obliged to XXn * 2 
do, the fame that the Jewifh 
kingdom does; for the go¬ 
vernment of the mGral world 
by his laws, as the natural by 
his providence is his indif- 
purable and inalienable right, 
who is the creator of all things: 
and he who prefides over 
direds andfufbins reafonable 
creatures wherever they are 
fimated, ought to receive 
their united acknowledg- 

O 

ments and univerfal obe¬ 
dience. 

In this land of our nativity, zg, 
it is cuftomary and conform¬ 
able to the ceremonial infti- 
tutions of Mcfes's law, that 
the opulent who had cattle of 
their own, or were in circtim- 
Itances to purcliafe them, and 
to travel to Jerulalem; have 
all along at proper times 


1! Some render, and for him nx'ho doth not enliven his f nl t 
i. c. who dies, /vj feed or peferity jha/lfcfve him, i. e. God. 
Others, and none can keep , or hath kept alive his won foul: 
i. e. relatively to David, ’tis God that hath delivered and 
preferved him, and none elfe could. The paraphrafe of 
this and the following ver. is in part, taken from an anony¬ 
mous author. There feems to be an original beauty in 
the Ityle; the rich he calls iinvnes terra', or as Ludov. Dt 
Dick, omnes cinern terr^c. Jnimad-verf. p. 32 i. 

Vol. II. A a offered 
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S^ct. 16 offered facrifices and eat their 



Psalm 
xxii. 29. 


n 


fhare of them and worfhipped 
the great and good God of 
earth and heaven. So far as 
in me lies, I will take care* 
that whatever mortal men are 
my fubje&s, fhall not want 
wherewithal to worfhip God,. 
nor time and opportunity ta 
attend his fervice, And when 
I fpeak of mortal men, I 
mean all without exception* 
whom I wifh to fee in all 
refpe&s as to their reli¬ 
gious concerns, upon equal 
terms with the rich, for 
they all are as to their 
original and abfolute de- 
pendance, for who can 
keep alive himfelf, or raife 
himfelf when he is once 

m 


dead. 


30 I hope further and promife 
myfelf that my feed and off- 
fpring fhall alfo do much for 
the fervice of God : many 
fucceeding kings defcended 
from me fhall fhew a great 
zeal for his honour: and at 
laft the great king, the Mef- 
fiab , fhall be born of a virgin* 
lineally defcended from me * 
fo that my family fhall be ac¬ 
counted facred to the true 
Gop, 


30 A feed fhall 1 
ferve him, it fhall 
be accounted to the 
Lord for a gene* 
ration. 


They 
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31. They fhall 
come, and Dial] de¬ 
clare his righteouf- 
ncis unto a people 
that lhall be born, w 
that he hath done 


They lhall rife in their Sect. 16. 
feveral ages, as a generation * 

devoted to God, and declare 
at Jtrufalem the righteouf- X * U 
nefs and beneficence that he 


hath wrought, acknowledg¬ 
ing that he exercifes a moft 
juft government; and at laft 
he who is to be the Saviour 


of the world: and what I 


now fay fhall hereafter be 
confirmed by the greateft 
miracles, and by an angel, 
and aftar from heaven. God’s 


truth and faithfulnefs to me 


and my family, 1 lay fhall be 
confirmed to a people whom 
he lhall raife up [the Chriftian 
ChurchJ whole minds God 
lhall form for the receiving 
and practifing divine truth 
and everlafting virtue. 


PSALM XX11I. SECT. XVII. 

By the emblem and beautiful reprefentation of a 
Jbepberd and his flock y the pfalmijt defer lies his 
own eafy and flourijhivg condition , owing to the 
vigilant care and conjlant bounty of divine pro¬ 
vidence. An ode or hymn compcfed by David. 


PsMLMXXiii. I. 

T HE Lord is 
my lhephcrd, 
I lhall not wane. 


Psalm xxiii. 1. 

T HE faithful and mpft Sect. 17. 

beneficent God, in his 
watchful and kind providence xx i£ L ,^ 


A a 2 


iS 


' T Tha i he hath fan? this, or btcauft he y Arc. 




A Paraphrase oft the 


Sect, i 7 is the' fame tt> me and all 
V-T affairs wherein I am inte- 
xxiii. 1. rafted, as the beft ofrtiepherds 

is, with refpedl to the fafety 
and welfare of his flock > I 
fhall therefore never be de- 
ftitute of what is truly ne- 
ceflary and mod convenient 
for me. 

2 As the wife and good 
fhepherd is concerned to find 
out the richeft pafturage with 
proper lhades for his beloved 
charge: as he goes before 
and they follow him on the 
fertile banks of gentle ftreams* 
where they meet with plentiful 
herbage, refrefhing breezes, 
and water to quench their 
thirft: fo my Almighty guar¬ 
dian provides abundant fupr 
plies for all my numerous 
returning wants. 

As 


2. He maketh me 
tolie down in * green 
paftures: he leadeth 
me befide the ftili 
waters. 


* Green paftures f fome render, folds of budding grafs t the 
radix fignifies to be fettled in an habitation. To have an- 
home where one fettles and refts content and fatisfied. 
Here, as in zSasn.xv. 25 it denotes aftcep-coat , or pafiure\ 3 
plot of ground proper for the plentiful and fecure feedingof 
ifteep: withcoverts provided to (kreen them from the noon¬ 
day fun, to which they ordinarily drove them till the heat 
abated : and ao- the Heb. is, waters of refts ; which wore 
f void of danger, and afforded refrefliment both of element 
for their thirft and frefh breezes of air. Thus the Latin poets. 

jEftibus in me nis tttnhrofntn exqnirere 'val'em. 

Lem ftiit Nilus, fed cunciis omnibus ext at. 

Vtih or. 
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3. y He rcflorech As the good* fhepherd Sect. 17. 
my iou! : he lcadeth endeavours the p refer vat ion 

me in cne paths of a n , Psalm 

rightcoufnefs for his ? f hl * t^ecy care, ftrengthen- xxiii# 3. 
names fake. mg the weak and recovering 

the difeafed : and if any ftray 

from the flock or fold re- 


4. Yea, though I 
walk through the 
z valley of the fha- 
dow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for 
thou art with me, 
thy rod and thy ft a ff 
they comfort me. 


ftoring them : fo hath my 
heavenly guardian revived 
my drooping fpirits, and re¬ 
covered my declining health: 
owing to his inexprefilble 
goodnels he guides me in a 
ipiritual moral way, by the 
laws of wifdom in paths of 
virtue to perfection and hap- 
pinefs. 

As the faithful ffiepherd + 
ftill doubles his care and dili¬ 
gence in proportion to the 
difficulties that arife in tend¬ 
ing his flocks and driving 
them through barren deferts 
from pafturetopafturejapply- 
ing his rod for their fecure 
guidance, and his ft a AT for their 
vigorous defence: fo am I fully 
perfuaded, that I ffiall ever 
find a gracious providence to 
direCt and fupport me, even 

A.a 3 in 


7 He recovers, Sc c. Mudgevery properly renders, when 
J am ready to faint, he refrefhes me and brings me to life 
again. The fame expreftion. P/a/, xix. 7. 

2 By valley of the foadow, See. fome underftand the defarts 
of Arabia*, it feems to denote intricate obfcure and dan¬ 
gerous places: the rod to fignify the wand ufed gently to 
ilrike; and thefaff the fhepherd's crook or //jeep-book applied 
to catch and rule and defend them. 



«s 
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S*ct. 17. in a ftatt of' the greateft af¬ 
fliction and mifery. Under 
the divine care as my heaven¬ 
ly Ihepherd, and governed 
by the Almighty as my 
Lord and King, I will in 
no imaginable circumftances 
give way to diftratting fears, 
to gloomy and melancholy 
refections or apprehenfions. 

5 Thou haft provided for 
me, even in the fight of mine 
enemies, and in oppofition to 
all their envy and malignity, 
not only a competency, but 
3 plenty of all things nectf- 
fary for this life : for cccations 
moreover of feftivity, I have 
oil which maketh the face to 
fhine, and generous wine that 
rejoiceth the heart. 

6 What can I infer or rea- 
fonably expect from hence, 

but 


5. Thou prepared 
a table before me in 
the d prefence of 
mine enemies: thou 
anointed my head 
with oil, my cup 
runneth over. 


6. r Surely good- 

rief« and me rev £hu!l 

follow me all 


ere 
fljj s 


9 In the prefence Come render in fpite cf g or maugre all 
their malice. 

b Anointeft my head y taken from feftivals in which they 
paid this re’fpefl to the principal of their gucib: lome in¬ 
terpret it of his being anointed to royalty : but this perhaps 
might not be ellcemed fo fuitable to the natural and Ample 
images of this mod beautiful paflora! compofition. 

c Surely, &C fome render, nothing but gcodnefs and hrving- 
Ywdnefs /ball, Sec. there is a beauty in the word tranflattd 
follow., as ijfed here, it commonly fignifying to purfue as an 
enemy or perfecute . By dwelling. Sec. ns Muifge oblerves, he 
means, that heihould never be debarred from going to the 
tabernacle. It is faid, the Jews commonly repeat this 
pfalm at their tables. 
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days of my life: and 
I will dwell in the 
houfe of the Lord 
4or ev-cr. 


but that undeferved as AeySECT.17. 
all fire, I fhall enjoy a per- 
petual continuance and daily P . SAL ^ 

: r c . r . xxm 6. : 

increale or thele mercies and 
bleflings: and in return for 
them, wherever the ark is 
placed and the people aflerrw 
bled for publick worihip, 
there will I be prefent as long 


as I live* even until I am re* 
moved from God’s houfe on 
earth to dwell for ever with 
him in his heavenly temple 
and glory. 


PSALM XXIV. 

rfhe world in common with whatever it contains ,, 
the divine property and workmanjhip « One place 
peculiarly appointed for God’s worjhip and habi¬ 
tation and tneehmcf unblemijhed morals and 
uniformly virtuous lives the moft acceptable wor¬ 
jhip per s. A pfalm compofed by David, pro¬ 
bably, to celebrate fonte victory, or upon placing 
the ark in the tabernacle on mount Sion. 


Psalm xxiv. i. 


T H E earth is 
the Lords, 
and the fulnefs there¬ 
of; the world, and 
they that dwell 
therein. 


xxiv. 1. 


Psalm xxiv. 1. 

T ^HE wonderful fabrick Sect. 17. 

of this fpacious and 
folid earth, with all its mul- rLALM 
tiplicity and variety of pro- 
duflions appertains as his in¬ 
alienable property to' Al¬ 
mighty God ; the whole wide 
world, with all its human in¬ 
habitants of every age and 
fex nation and language. 

A a 4 For 



3 &> 
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Psalm 


Xxiv. z. 

■ 


A Paraphrase on the 

for he alone at firft created 2. * For he hath 
and fafhioned it, difpofed of funded it upon the 

all its parts in the moft re- rL ’ as ’ and k cl>abl,fhed 

, 1 , . . . it upon the nooas. 

gular order, and determined r 
irs ftabiliry : by his admirable 
wifdom and omnipotence he 
hath made fuch arches and 
channels, Dunks and cavities 
in the earth, that the waters, 
which naturally rife and origi¬ 
nally were placed above, are 
now as to the main mafs of 


them,beneath it; and yet the 
earth (lands firm upon that 
fluid body, as upon the moft 

folid and immovable foun- 

* - . 

dation. 

3 If this great a r chit eft and 
abfolute Lord of the vaft 
univerfe vouchfafe a peculiar 
regard to one place more than 
other, and fix upon mount 
Sion for the ark of his co¬ 
venant and iymbols of his 
elpecial prefence to reft on, 

the 


3. Who (hall aficend 
into the hill of the 
Lord? and who 
(hall (land in his 
holy place ? 


* a All ton feems to have had this pafTage in view in the 
following lines: 

yp 

- So he the world 

J 3 ui!t on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 
Cryflalljn ocean, and the loud mifrule 
Of Chaos far removed.—— 

v i : 

Jriflotle accounts this a Handing miracle, that the waters 
which are fpecifically lighter, and therefore naturally rife 
higher than the earth, do not perpetually overflow it, but 
are kept in by their fhores, as confined within doors and 

fears. 

9 
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4. He that hath 
clean hands, and a 
jure heart 
h.:th not life 

m - 

ioul unto d 
nor fworn 
full 


who 
up his 
vanity, 

deceic- 



PbaLM^ 
xxiv. 3. 


the enquiry is natural, who Se^t? 17! 

fit and qualified to afeend 
this diflinguifhed holy moun¬ 
tain ? who fhall be efteemed 
worthy to ftand there and 
pay the eternal God due 
homage ? 

Unqueftionably the man, 4 
not whole appearance is inoft 
formal, his expreflions figni- 
ficant, or his oblations coftly; 
but whole heart and life have 
been regular and virtuous: 
he that hath hands dean from 
all difhoneft corrupt and de¬ 
praved aftions: whole mind 
is likewife pure from all 
criminal defigns and vicious 
affections: who hath never 
taken his foul in his hand to 
pjedge it by a falfe oath, nor 
thus folemnly told a delibe¬ 
rate lie, to benefit himfelf or 


He Hull re¬ 
ceive the ble fling 
from the Lord, and 
j-ightcoufnds from 
the Cod of his fal- 
vation. 


prejudice his neighbour. 

He (hall undoubtedly 5 
through the divine mercy, 
for the lanCtity of his worfhip 
and the fincerity of his obe¬ 
dience be accepted and re¬ 
warded j whenever, he ap¬ 
proaches 


d Vanity i fome underftand idolatry , others riches honours 
and plealura. The next phrafe is interpreted of idle and 
profane, or corrupt and falfe fwearing. But Hammond 
feems inclined to interpret it, /wearing by the life of .God to 
H i. e. fa If thing . 



A Paraphrase an she 

Sect. 17. proaches the fan&uary after 

^is manner, and particularly 
3x^5!* when in his affliction and ne- 

ceffity he implores, he (hall 
obtain afiiftance and deliver¬ 


ance. 

6 This is the only fort of 
. men who worlhip the Al¬ 
mighty to any purpofe and 
truly and unfeignedly defire, 
and by proper means en¬ 
deavour to obtain his favour: 
that fincerely wi(h or can ra¬ 
tionally expeft, O thoupro- 
teftor oiJacob, to be regarded 
in the eye of God and man 
as the fpiritual moral de¬ 
fendants of that ancient 
worthy patriarch, or as Ifraa- 
lites indeed in whom is no 
guile. 

7 Open now ye gates of the 
-ftrong fort of Sion> and be ye 

wide 


6. This is tbe ge¬ 
neration of them 
that feek him, that 
feek thy face, e O 

Jacob. Selah. 


7. f Lift up your 

heads, O ye gaces, 

and be ye lift up, 

vc 

# 


* O Jacob, feme explain of the defcendants'of Jacob , 
And being proper members of their communion or prof©- 
Jytes to cheir religion: it father feems to refer to the God 
of Jacob . 

f Our great poet feemed to have this pafTage in view. 

- Heaven open’d wide 

Her ever during gates, harmonious found 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The Xing of glory in his powerful word 
And fpirit coming to create new worlds. 

Open ye everlafting gates, they fung, 

,OpeD, ye heavens, your giving doors, let in 
The great Creator from his work return’d. 


Lift 
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ye overfilling doors, 
and the King of 
glory fliall come in. 


R. Who is this 
King of glory ? the 
J.ord ftrong and 
mighty, the Loro 
mighty in battle. 


wide open, ye ftrongeft de¬ 
fences and impregnable doors 
of the holy city, for the ready 
admiflion, and moft thankful 
hofpitable reception and en¬ 
tertainment, of the ark; the 
fymbol of Goo’s prefence; 
and in lome fenfe the pre-> 
fence of the King of Glory * 
who is now entering his royal 
palace and Jailing residence.. 

Who is this monarch of 
fuch peculiar dignity and 
tranfeendent glory ? That 
God who hath promifed, in 
an efpecial manner to be pre- 
fent between the cherabirm 
over the ark, is the moft 
powerful of beings, the Loko 
Almighty, in whole ftrength 
and under whole proteftion 
we are invincible in war, -or 



9. Lift up your 
he:ds, O ye gutes, 
even lift them up, 
ye everlarting doors, 
and the King of glo¬ 
ry lhall come in. 


certain to triumph over all 
our enemies. 

Throw open your wideft 9 
gates, O ye principal inha¬ 
bitants oF the city of Jerufa- 
Jew , even thofe ftrong and 
-heavy floors which are made 
of the moft durable materials* 
that the ark of the covenant, 
and along with it, the em- k 

blems 


Lift up t it c. It is generally fuppofed, as is common to 
fortihcations.thar thefe -weFe portcullis V or hanging gates fhut 
by letting down, and opened by lifting up. 
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Sect. 17. blems of the fupreme majefty 

rnay enter Sion with all pof- 
xxiv h Q ^le dignity and folemnity. 
9 ,0 Who is this Being of 
fupreme majelly this moft 
glorious potentate? The God 
who prefides over the events 
of war, and as lie pleafes 
difpofes of vidtory, he muft 
be confeffed to be worthy of 
ail poffible adoration, the moft 
perfedt and magnificent of 
all Beings, 


10. Who is this 
King of glory ? the 
Lord of hofls, he 
is the King of glory. 
Selah. 


PSALM XXV. SECT. XVIII. 

An humble addrefs to the Almighty , 'with devout 
hopes bi his mercy , that not wit branding bis 
errors and offences , he might not be triumphed 
ever by his enemies , who availed themfelves of 
them , nor loaded with pubhek infamy and re¬ 
proaches . He earnefily implores pardon of the 
paft, and that his future integrity might pre- 
fervehim: further , that prefent national troubles 
and calamities might fubfide y and the publick 
tranquillity be reft or ed. A pfalm of David, 
fuppofed to have been penned after fome gr€at 
cverjighty if not in the time of Abfalom’s re¬ 
bellion, and after theJhocking matter of Uriah, 


Sect. 18. 



PsA LM 
XXV. I. 



Psalm xxv. 1. 

FTER the manner 
and with the fincere 


heart of a very afflidted hum¬ 
ble 


Psalm xxv. i . 


£ T TNTO thee, 
O Lord, do 
I lift up my foul. 


6 The parts of this pfalm are ranged in alphabetical 
order, probably from a very ancient cultom or opinion 

that 
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O my God, I 
•mil in thee, let me 
noc be aihamed : let 
no: mine enemies 
triumph over me. 


3, Yea, let none 
that wait on thee, 
be aihamed; let them 
be aihamed which 
iranlgrefs * without 
caufe. 



ble fuppliant, Omoft merci- Sect. 18. 
ful God, I beg leave to 
addrefs thy throne. 

O my good and powerful 
God, if I had great earthly 
friends, I fliould not abfo- 
lutely rely upon them; blit I 
have no one but thyfelf to 
confide in, and I do wholly 
truft in thee : fuffer not this 
confidence to end in difap- 
poinrmene and confufion: 
nor mine enemies to prevail, 
triumph, and trample on me, 
who have pretended and really 
hoped, that the Almighty 
was my friend. 

Truly in a matter of fuch 3 
general concern as men’s re¬ 
ligious hope and truft, [ can¬ 
not but befeech thee, that not 

one 


that this method added to the beauty, or rather as one 
would fuppofe to aflift young memories : for the omiflion 
of three letters. It is obferred, that there is only one word 
ir. the Hebrew language beginning with the letter Vau, and 
that incapable of being ufed on fuch an occafion : that 
there are two Refoes to fdpply the deficiency of Koph. It 
it. added, that the fupplemental verfe begins with the letter 
/V, perhaps to apprize the reader that the pfafm was rrDD 
r.utilusj Jaufusy lame, imperfect and defective of one letter 
of the alphabet. 

* Without caufc , Hammond interprets of being perfidious 
and receiving no reward or advantage , and the pfaliriifTs 
wifh, that fuch might be rendered ridiculous. The radix 
ligmfies to be empty , poor, injigrtifieant , without, prefent, or 
iccom pence: and without bujtnefs, caufelefs , without\ any 
r-ajw, and likewife void of all good qualities. Prov, xii u. 
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8hct. i?. 6 se individual of all thofe, 

who in well-doing, commit 
themfelves and their affairs 
to the difpofal and conduct 
of thy providence, may ever 
be fruftrated in their reafon- 
able expectations •, nor Ihame- 
fuliy treated on account of 
this truly reputable and ho¬ 
nourable procedure: rather, 
as they juftly deferve, let 
thofe who prevaricate with 
the laws of Gop and man, 
and aft a moft perfidious and 
injurious part without any 
provocations given or wrongs 
done to them, be defeated 
expofed and univerfally de- 
tefted. 

4 And that I may never 
through any difficulties or 
temptations purfue wrong 
meafures, it is my prayer to 
thee, the God of all wifdom 
and righteoufnefs, that thou 
wilt demonftrate to the view 
of my mind all the laws of 
prudence and virtue which I 
-am to obferve: inftruCt me 
fully in thofe courfes which 
are agreeable to the rules of 
thy providence ■, and at once 
my duty and my fecurity. 

In 


4. Shew me thy 
ways, O Lord: 
teach me thy paths. 


Pfal. vii. 4. The preeeeding; expreflion fome underftand, 
1 but it feems too confined a notion, of David s Haunch ad¬ 
herents and faithful friend*. 

9 
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c Lead me in thy 
ti and teach me: 
x l j ,i>u jrt the (jro4 

\ l inv ulvatiqj^ on 
ihcc do I wait all 
the Jay. 


6 . Remember, O 
Lord, thy tender 
mercies, and thy 
loving kindne/les: 
lor they have been 
ever ot old. 


In great compaflion to my Sect 
^ eaknels and impcrfe&ion 
be thou my conftant guide 
as to the truth (unpltcity and 
finceriiy of all moral good- 
nefs \ and do thou daily 
ffelhen the idea, and ftrength- 
en the refolution, that 1 may 
in no ijiftancc be forgetful, 
or wavering about thefe molt 
important matrers: in as 
much as, from thy protec¬ 
tion and the obfervance of 
thy precepts I ground all my 
hopes of fafety; and in the 
Only proper ways of holinels 
and righteoufnefs have my 
eyes continually up to thee 
for fupport and condutt. 

And though 1 am fenfible6 
of my own unworthinefs \ 
alas! the moft faithful of thy 
fervants have not been free 
from errors and infirmities, 
yet give me leave to plead 
with, and humbly put thee 
in remembrance what induU 
gence thou haft fhewn, and 
with what tendernefs thou 
haft dealt with me: nay how 
boundlefs thy goodnefs and 
amazing thy companions 
have always appeared, even 
from the foundation of the 
world, to thofe who fincerely 
endeavoured . t(> pleale and 

ferve 
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S^cr. i8.fcrve thee; in all their dif- 

J treflcs, and notwithftanding 
xxv. A 6. their miftakes and frailties. 

7 / Keep not in remembrance, 
I intreat thee, fo as to be dif- 
pleafed with and punifh the 
numberlefs wrong fteps vani¬ 
ties and follies of my in¬ 
experienced giddy younger 
days; nor lay to my charge 
thole greater and more de¬ 
liberate aggravated tranfgref- 
fions and vices of my riper 
years: not according to the 
rigour of juftice, but the im- 
menfity of thy mercy do thou 
review and judge; and for 
thy goodnefs fake, O mod 
gracious God, do thou mul¬ 
tiply to pardon. 

8 Mod benevolent and righ¬ 
teous is the eternal Deity, 
and inconceivably well affec¬ 
ted to, and defirous of all 
men’s virtue and happineis: 
as to thofe who have erred and 
ftrayed, it is not his pleafure 
to be fevere and deftroy, but 
by all reafonable expedients 
reclaim and reftore to obe¬ 
dience and favour. 

9 Once rendered fubmifiive, 
2nd truly fenlible of their in¬ 
firmities, he will clearly in- 
ftruft them in the important 
diftindtions l^envixt good and 

evil: 


7,Remember not 
the fins of niv youth, 
nor my tranfgrcf- 
fions: according to 
thy mercy, remem¬ 
ber thou me, forth/ 
goodnefs fake, O 
Lord. 


8 . Good* and trp- 
right is the Lord : 
therefore will he 
teach finners in the 
way. 


9. The meek u iil 
he guide in judg¬ 
ment: and the meek 
will he teach his 
ways. 
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10. All the paths 
of the Lord are 
mercy and truth, 
unto fuch as keep 
hi? covenant, and 
hi? tcllimonies. 


lii? 


ii For thy names 
fake, O Lord, par¬ 
don mine iniquity: 


Jor it is 2-reat. 

O 


evil: and the penitent hum- Sect, i 8 

Jble and moded perfectly in- ^AiTr J 
form in the nature and all xxv 
the particular circumdances 
of right adtion, fuch as wiil 
entitle them to his friendfliip 
and dtablifh their felicity. 

■ There is a remarkable 
peculiar lenity and kindnefs, 
equity and fidelity in the 
whole procedure of divine 
providence, refpedting thofe^ 
who regularly perform the 
condition of God’s covenant 
and promifes-j who are not 
wanting in fincere endeavours 

O ■ 

of an entire conformity to 
the rules he hath preferibed 
them. 

My defedls and imperfec- 11 
tions are too numerous and 
notorious for me to expedt 
to (land the ted of a ftridb 
and rigorous juftice: from 
the pleas of mercy, the tender 
motives of thine everlafting 
goodnefs be prevailed on, 

Lord, to remit the punilh- 
ment of my mod aggravated 
iniquity: 1 do not attempt 
to extenuate matters from 
any fuddennefs of paflion or 
violence of temptation-, but 
ingenuoufly confefs, moft 
ireely own that I ddli vc the 
heavieft judgments. 

Eb 


Yol. II. 


Neither 
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Sec t. i 3 . Neither I myfelf, nor any 

one elfe was ever guilty in 

X SAL M /■* t t » * • 

xxv- ii. f uch heightened enormous 

inftafcces through ignorance 
for in- whatever man’s heart 
the principles of rational and 
true religion are deeply graft¬ 
ed ; and whofelife is devoted 
to pleafe and ferve the Lo&d j 
to him he will fome way 
afford fufficient direction and 
knowledge, that he may 
never fail to keep fteadily in* 
that courfe, which will render 
him acceptable, and finally 
approved by his God and 
judge. 

* 3 - Whatever portion of the 
good things of this life fhall 
be allotted him, his mind is 
fo prepared and difpofed that 
he fhall enjoy, be fatisfied* 
and truly happy in it: And 
his off-fpring, when he fhall 
ileep with his fathers, follow¬ 
ing his fteps, upon grounds 
of the ftrongeft probability 
may be expedted in fafety, 
pleafure, and profperity to 
pofiefs what (hare he hath 
tranfmitted them, or they 
chetnfelves fhall acquire or 
obtain* 


12. What man 
he that feareth the 
Lord ? him fhall he 
teach in the way that 

he fhall chufe. 


f 3. His f fou? 
fhall dwell at eafe ; 
^nd his feed (hall 
inherit the earth. 



*J* Literally, his fcul or life % i. e. his perfoii jiau hage in 
good, i. e dwell where he (ball enjoy all proper accom¬ 
modations and deferable advantages. 



14- The h fecrct 
of the Lor d is with 
them that fear him: 
and he will fhew 
them his covenant. 


Bock of Psalms. 371 

As if divine councils were Sect. 18. 



Psalm 


held on their account, 0 1 
over their tabernacle, a pe- v 
culiar blefiing fhall attend, 
arid affairs of firigular impor¬ 
tance be communitated to 
them who fear iri the leaft: 
inftance to offend Got): And 


1 5. Mine eyc3 are 
ever towards the 
Lord : for he fhall 
pluck my feet out 
of the net. 


16. 1 Turn thee 
unto me, and have 
mercy upon me: for 
* I am defolate and 
atflitled. 


he will clearly reveal to them 
the nature conditions And 

everlaft-ing advantages Of that 

dovenant or erigagemtnt he 
hath been pleaied to enter 
into with the fons of men. 

I very juftly entertain the 
higheft regard, and ever fix 
all my attention towards the 
Lor d to help me out of all 
my diftfefies: for he eafily 
can, and I hope he will enlarge 
my fteps, and free me frorn 
all my ftraits and prefling ne- 
cefiities. 

By the kind difpofitions t6 
of thy providence give a 
favourable turn to my cir- 

B b 2 cum- 


h The fecrety fome render from “TD) fnidansi /the fcuisda - 
ticu or jirevgtb ; but the true radix feems to be no the 
* in /1 f(ioj\ bis decree, his law, being an Image borrowed 
from the place where princes and rulers held their aflem- 
biies to confult upon publick affairs, and enaft Jaws: might 
it not be rendered, fliall be of his cabinet counfcl, or in 
the N. T. phrafti, fliall know the mjjleries or the choiceft 
truths; of t h.h.jrdom cf heaven, i. e. of the gofpel. 

1 Jar:: the', ScC Heb face aocut towards me. 

' / t-.i dtfd<iu\ 5 cc. the lat. h\lg properly renders. 


f. « 


it 




n r< 
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Sect. 18. cumftances*, and (hew me 

that mercy which I am in 

xx-v. A 16. g re ateft want of: for un¬ 

der the heavieft weight of 

I am deftitute of all 


hopes of fuccour from any 
other quarter, friends forfait¬ 
ing and human help utterly, 
failing me. 

17 The anxieties and tribula¬ 
tions of my tortured heart 
continually increafe, and 
grow more intolerable: O 
fet me at liberty from thefe 
preflures and miferies. 

18 With eyes of affeftion and 
commiferation behold the 

» 

affli&ed and difconfolate life 

i 

I lead-, and whatever fins I 
have committed that deferve 
fuch chaftifement, O pardon 
the guilt of them and remove 
the punifhment. 
i;9 Look with juft difpleafure 
on my enemies; and give 
proper rebukes to them; for 
they are multiplied, and their 
averfions and refentments are 

molt 


17. The troubles 

of my heart are en¬ 
larged: Obring thou 
me out of my diftref- 
fes. 


18. 1 Look upon 
mine affliction and 
my pain, and forgive 
all my fins. 


19. Confidermine 
enemies, for they are 
many, and they hate 
me with cruel ha¬ 
tred. 


3 


•I Look npon y &C. flben Ezra renders, ?ry ccncuf ifcr.ee a- 
gainji which I flri-vc but prevail rot. But as fin comes after, 
and he would hardly implore the pardon of it if he was 
full in fubjedion to its domineering power, afttiaion and 
pain rather fignify dillrefs and anguilh: As dijlrefs in the 
foregoing ver. fignifies to be fet fajl and pent up, fo as to 
have no way left to help hitr.fclf as water when it is frozen 
into ice, and cannot How. 
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jo. O keep my 
i'uul, and deliver me: 
let me not be afha- 
med, for I put my 
truft in thee. 


21. Let integrity 
nod uprightnels pre- 
Icrve me : for I wait 
on thee. 


22.Redeem Ifrael, 
O God, out of all 
his troubles. 


mod caufelefs ungenerousSscT. is. 

and cruel. + s — 

Preferve, I mod earneftly 
beg of thee, my life, which 20 .’ 
they plainly aim at, and de¬ 
liver me out of their hands: 
let me not be made a publkk 
fpeftacle by an untimely and 
tragical end, for I place my 
hope and trudinthee,inwhom 
it fliall never be faid, that an 
upright man hoped in vain. 

Suffer my entire hatred ofzi 
hypocrify, and my integri¬ 
ty and fincerity of virtue, as 
to the general tenour and 
great lines of my life, to 
prevail with thee my good 
God, to fupport and deferid 
me: for though I am not 
without fins and blemidies, 
yet I am thy condant wor- 
fhipper and faithful fervant; 
and I wholly rely for deliver¬ 
ance upon thy providence 
and promifes, thy fidelity 
and mercy. 

As for myfelf, fo I pray to 22 
thee lor this whole land and 
nation, now under apprehen- 
fions and calamities ; that by 
the feafonable regard of thy 
good providence thou wouldd 
put an end to their troubles, 
and redore their tranquillity 
and happinefs. 

Bb 3 PSALM 


t 
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PSALM XXVI. SECT. XIX. 

Ah appeal ip the Almighty with regard to hit 
virtue and integrity; or an humble requeft for 
jufiice to be done him by an impartial fair trial . 
Jnftances of his behaviour. His conformity to 
the divine truth and benraolence, Avoiding 
evil communications. Rurpofe regarding the 
profeffion of true religion ., Requefl that his 
end may not be like that of the ungodly. And 
refolution to perftft in doing his duty . A pfalm 
of David, fuppofed to bane been penned during 

SaulV persecution. 


Sect, tc 
Psalm 

xxvi. i. 


Psalm *xvi. i. 

I T greatly enhances all my 
other fufferings, that my 
chaFafter and integrity are 
impeached : and 0 thou fu- 
preme Judge, do thou bring 
me to a fair trial agreeably 
to the rules thou haft pre- 
fcribed, for l am confcious 
that I have fincerely en¬ 
deavoured to confoFjn to 
them: I have moreover in 
the obedience of thy laws 
depended on thy gracious 
fupport and protection*,there¬ 
fore k is my firm perfuafion 

that 


P S A L M XXVJ. t . 

J UDGE me, O 
Lord, for I have 
walked in mine in¬ 
tegrity : I haye truf- 
ted alio in the Lor d: 
therefore I fhall not 
rj Aide. 


* fjhetll itot flute, file radix /ignifies to be fl rained or oui 
if joint, Frov. xasv. 19. The effefl of a weak or laxated, 
disjointed limb. To totter, to Be difcbhdfrtm walking with 
cafe aad flrength by reafon of a wrenched or di/located 
in We. zSam. xxij. 37. To nxabble through nxeakntfi. 
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that I never (hall through Sect. iq. 

• O ^ 

any infirmity be difabled from 
walking with eafe ftrength 
and fteadinefs : never be fur- 


Pi A LM 

xxvi. 1. 


prized unguarded by any 
temptation, nor iupplanced 
fo long as I am ftedfaft to 
my duty. 

2. Examine me, And that rt may appear, 2 
O Lord, and prove ] have juft ground far 

fLmS what I now declare, even the 

and thy heart. ^, 

teitimony ©r a good con- 

fcience; do thou, O Lord, 

make the ftrtfteft fear'ch into 


3 For thy loving 
kindncfs u before 
mine eyes: and 1 have 
walked in tby truth. 


my thoughts and adions; and 
ufe what means thou pleafeft 
to clear the innocence of my 
defigns and rnoft fccret ini- 
centions. 

For the higheft efteem and 3 
mod grateful fenfe of thy 
goodnefe and favours, with a 
full convidtion of the condi¬ 
tions whereon thou vouch- 
fafeft them, have been my 
fteady and invariable prin¬ 
ciples of adtion; influencing 

6b 4 me 


o Examine prove and try , Arc. in the original are very 
flrong and emphatick as well as beautiful and elegant — 
The firft exprefles a trial in order to a difcovery of a perfon 
whether he will do right or wrong Thefeoon &pourivgout, 
as a founder does liquid metal> when he caileth an image in 
a mould; The third, melting gold or filver to refine or 
bring them to greater purity, by (Separating the drofs. Figu¬ 
ratively to refine the mind by affliftions, or fuch trials of 
virtue, as God feeth arc moll proper to improve it. Feint 
or heart are commonly ufed to denote affefliont and thought *. 
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Sect. 19. me to an unconfined and dif- 

interefted kindnefs and bene- 

xxvh^ v °knce : and in order rea- 

fonably to rely on thy pro- 

mifes, the truth purity and 
fimplicity of virtue and re¬ 
ligion have been the conftant 
meafures by which I have 
regularly condufted my tem¬ 
per and behaviour. 

4 The morals of others have 
likewife been the rule of my 
regard to them, and only tie 
of my friendlhip: I have 
fhunned all converfe and 
acquaintance with men of 
double falfe hearts and inir 
pious vicious characters and 
practices; neither will 1 ever 
be found in company with 
defigning wicked perfons 
or diflembling vile hypo¬ 
crites. 

5 I h^ve had in the utmoft 
' deteftation and abhorrence 

1 • 

the aflemblies of . cprrupt 
perfidious wretches, as pro? 

duCtive 

k v % 


4. I have not fat 
with 0 vain perfons, 
neither will I go in 
with difTemblers. 


5. I have hated 
the congregation of 
evil d oers: and w ill 
not fit with the 
wicked. 


* fignifies a mean ordinary man, or low-bred 

fellow. A perfon with whom familiarity may be ukd 
either on account of low condition, or intimate acquaint¬ 
ance. Job xix. 19 my iu-sxardJnends* the leliows of my 
fecret, xi. 3. fhouldthy lies men hold their fpeech ? if 
they filence ordinary mean men, or fatisfy familiar intimate 
acquaintance fhould they filence us. Jfai. 5-13- DinemlUrs, 
hidden per Jons, fecret dealers, who under fpecious fliews con¬ 
cealed wicked defigns. 1 he radix bgnihes to be hid con¬ 
cealed oh {cure, Or as the Trench. have it, It pens coieris* 
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duftive of nothing but mif- S«c t> 19: 
chief: neither will I unon 

r Ps A f LM 

any account enter into con- xxv j . . 

fultations, or concert fchemes 

with people of dark in¬ 
volved difpofitions and ini¬ 
quitous ungodly converfa-. 
tioos. 

According to cuftom and 6 
in token of mine integrity, I ' 
will not only wafh my hands 
before I perform my devo¬ 
tion ; but 1 will at the fame 
time that I proteft mine inno¬ 
cence as to the crimes charg¬ 
ed upon me, moft folemniy 
declare my relblutions, ever 
to ft and clear of them; and 
all other enormous tranf- 
greflions. Thar 

r Jui/i‘ivafi, Sec. the foregoing verb's being in tbepre 
tent, as Hammond obferves the future is probably to be 
rendered here. Some underftand this of an ancient cuftom 
obfei ved by Pilate , of waflring the hands in token or as a 
proteftation of innocence. This might be borrowed by the 
heathens from the Jf<ws t whofe particular ceremony feems 
here alluded to of the priefls wafhing his hands before he 
fan iliccd,aud who in offering compafled the altar; then the 
j;.calling will be, he had conjiantly joined together purity and 
dc-vctiou \ r^aliitig innocently . Gujjet. remarks, the prielt 
ought Hrit to walh in the brazen fea, and from thence re¬ 
turn to the altar, from whence lie beheld the tabernacle, 
which, could not be done without going about a gredt part 
of the altar, slrijieas Hi ft. LXX p. 890. obferves, it is the 
cullom of the Jews to wafh their hands as often as they 
pray to God. To which the Apoftle alludes by the phrafe, 
l/'ting up holy bands, t Tim. ii S. The fame cuftom, as 
Ld-uirds remarks, that the Je-iviJI? worflripper obferved, 
and went round the altar at the fcAftrof-taherpncles, pre¬ 
vailed among the heathens. " See Idem. Iliad vi. Lew* 

Aunq. \ ol. ii. p. 598. 


() I will P wafh 
mine hands in imio- 
cency: lo will I coin- 
pals thine altar, Q 

foRD. 



§ 7 * 

Sbct. 19; 

Psalm 
auvi. 7. 
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That I may always be 
duly prepared to teftify my 
own unfeigned gratitude; and 
that by publickly declaring 
the various multiplied and 
aftonilbing inftances of thy 
goodnefs and mercy, I may 
render others fenfible of and 
fincerely thankful for them. 

On thefe accounts of pro¬ 
moting focial religion, and 
eftabliffiing every good pur- 
pofe in my own mind, it 
affords me the higheft plea- 
fure, moft glorious God, to 
be prefent, in thy tabernacle 
at the folemnities of divine 


7. That I may 
publifh with the 
voice of thankf- 
giving, and tell of 
all thy wondrous 
works. 


8. Lord, I have 

loved the habita¬ 
tion of thy houfe, 
and the place where 
thine honour dwel- 
le thr^ 


worfhip; and take my part 
in the facred offices which are 
performed where the ark of 
thy covenant is placed. 

9 Suffer me never to incur 9. Gather not my 
the like guilt, nor receive the f° al ^th finners, nor 

punilhment of being gathered e Wlt 0 ^ 
xor deftrudtion with finful 
ungodly men: let not my life 
end, by any of thofe terrible 
judgments which are deemed 
tokens of thy extreme dif- 
pleafure; and due only to 
the worft of evil doers, mur¬ 
derers, and the blood*thirfty 
deftroyers of mankind. 

Who 


q Gather not, 5 tc. Heh, as men gather flowers and fruit 
to preferve them. 
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to. In whofe hands 
is mifchief, and their 
right hand is full of 
bribes.- 


« t Rut a$ for me, 

I will walk in mine 
integrity: redeem 
me and be merciful 
unto me. 


t z My foo< ftand- 
<tth in an * even place: 
in the congregation 
will! bleh the JLoup. 


Who have adiually perpe- S^ct. 19* 
trated, and are ever ready to w ^ 
repeat feenes of the vileft Y Jfio 

* : i . - , XXVS. ID* 

iniquity ana barbarity: who 
are in the higheft degree 
mercenary corrupt and venal 
themfelves, and make not 
the lead fcruple at tampering 
with and perverting others. 

But as to mylelf, thedirec- 11 
tion of my thoughts, and the 
courfe of my life and conver- 
fation *, I am fully determined 
whatever be the confequence, 
to obferve the ftrifteft laws 
of an inviolable integrity; 
proceeding in this Ample 
honeft way, 1 beg to be ex¬ 
tricated and preferved frorfl. 
all dangers and evils, and 
that I may obtain favour and 
mercy. 

1 flatter myfdf further, 11 
that my path being thus con¬ 
formable to truth and juftice, 
fhall be an even fmooth and 
ftraight one, free from all 
ruggednefs and windings, 
full of peace and remarkable 

for 


9 By even place Hammond feems to underftand the area 
atrium, or court whe re the altar flood. Mudge interprets, 
here my foot funds firm on plain ground. The meaning 
feems to be, herein I place my hopes of perpetual fafety. 
liut l'ome interpret, my defires and affeflipns arc duly poifed 
and balanced, neither rife too high, nor fink too low hr 
the molt different earthly circumft antes* 
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Sect. 19. for a* continued profpcrity: 

the Almighty will fupport 

xxvi. 12. ' an d my acknowledg¬ 

ments, I will take care (hall 

be moll publick and foiemn. 


PSALM XXVII. 

# 

Virtue and religion the /olid grounds of magnani¬ 
mity and invincible bravery. Security from 

this kind of fortitude amidft the great eft dangers. 
\The ftgnal advantage of religious folemnities. 
f be importance of the divine favour. Complaints 
cf enemies \ and encouragement drawn from 
former mercies of future deliverances . A pfaim 
cf David, not improbably on occafion of his 
wars with the Phililtines. 2 Sam. xxi. 16. 


Sect.19. 




Psalm xxvii. 1. 

Onforming to the laws 
and falling in with the 


Psalm’ courfe of divine providence 
xxvii. 1. are - thg* fettled grounds on 

, which I rely to be always 
dire&ed and preferved; from 
whom among mankind fhall 
I apprehend immediate dan¬ 
ger ? The vigour and liability 
•fupport and guard of my life 
depend on an All-powerful 
and Omniprcfent God, from 
what quarter fhould my mind 
be anxious or in an uneafy fuf- 
pence about diftant evils and 
calamities ? 


P 


• • 


s A L M XXVII. 1. 


T HE Lord is 
my light, and 
my falvation; whom 
fhall I fear ? the 
Lord is the (Length 
of my life, of whom 
ihali I be afraid. 


t 


1 


At 



w 

Bd9k of Ps A L M s. 
2. When the wick* 


3 ** 


ed, even mine ene¬ 
mies and my foes 
came upon me to 9 
eat up my flefh, they 
ft urn bled and fell. 


• • » - • ' ? 

A,t that critical juncture Sect, ij/ 

and' extremity of danger; - 

when fome of the mo ft in- Ps ?.^“ 

• j* j • /* | • XXVll* 2. 

vichous and mifcnievoiis of 
men, mv hateful and impla- 





3. Though an holt 
fhould encamp a- 
gainlt me, my heart 
(hall not fear: tho’ 
war fhould rife a- 
gainll me in this aw// 
I be confident. 


Cable adverfaries, like unna¬ 
tural cannibals or furious 
wild beads, made the moft 
defperate onfets, and ap¬ 
peared refolutely bent on my % 
deftmftion; as one ftumb- 
ling and falling in a race, they 1 
were fuddenly obftrufted in 
their mad Carreer, and utterly 
defeated as to accbmplifhing 
their favage purpofe: neither, 
"whatever they prdmife them- 
felves, fhall they ever be 
able to fucceed in fuch en- 
terprizes. 

" Though a numerous and 3 
powerful army fhould invade 
my country, and lay clofe 
fiege to the capital itfelf, my 
fortified heart fhall not fhrink: 
though the enemies troops 
are ready formed for an en¬ 
gagement, and brifkfy ap- 

proach- 


6 To eat, & c. as Muefge obferves, this exprefte6 the ut- 
mofl: rancour or envy. They would eat him raw if they* 
could. There is the fame, as he adds, in Ecclef. iv. *5. 
where [as it fhould be tranflatedj the fool is faid to fit 
lazily with folded ai ms, and our of envy to eat the fajh of 
his diligent neighbour whom he lees to thrive. The Arab . 
v<rjuCall cilia, Sec. fuppofing the piaster tente put for the. 
t u:u; e, render, they have, the\'/halljlumbU ami /ail. 
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preaching in battle array; in 
thefe inferefting circumftan- 
ces when the fate of my king¬ 
dom is to be decided, 1 fhalL 
only feel the utmoft ardour 
to give them a vigorous re¬ 
ception: and be perte&ly free 
from care or fear as to the 


event, fuccefs or vidlory. 

4 Neverthelefs, my fincere 
defire it is and conftartt 
prayer,' which I will ufe my 
utmoft endeavours to accom- 
plifii, that free’d from the 
devaftationsof war and blood¬ 
shed; and the nation enjoying 
a fettled peace and tranquil¬ 
lity; during the remainder 
of my life, I may not want 
opportunity of conftantly 
attending upon, and delight¬ 
ing myfelf in the Lord in 
that mod beauteous goodly 
dwelling of his, where he fa¬ 
vours his people with peculiar 
communications: and from 
his tabernacle receive daily 
counfel and inftrudtion. 

For 


4. One thing have 
I deli red of the 
Lord, that will I 
feek after, that I 
may dwell in the 
houfe of the Lord 
all the days-of my 
life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lori> 
and to 1 enquire in 
his temple. 


» 


c To enquire , Sjc. Abet: Ezra obferve?. /ace; dote: et:im i*r 
prefentes eum injiituerunt et erudirent. Heb. earh to enquire. 
or to be timely ready to receive inftruftion. But Edward* 
By his reference feems to think an enquiry is here meant 
of the prieft by means of the Urim and : Thumrmn.\ where it 
is obferved the anfwer was not like the heathen oracles, 
aenigmatical and ambiguous, but mod full and the event 
certain. See Lew. Heb . Antiq , Vol. J. p. 11 z. 
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5. For in the time 
of trouble he (hall 
hide me in his pa¬ 
vilion : in the fecret 
of his tabernacle 
{hall he hide me, he 
fhall fet me up up¬ 
on a rock. 


6. And now (hall 
mine head be lifted 
up above mine ene¬ 
mies round about 
me: therefore will 
I offer in his taber¬ 
nacle u facrifices of 
joy, I will fing, yea, 
I will ling prailes 
onto the Lord. 


For in the time when wars S«*t, 19. 
and rumours of war alarm 
other parts of the earth; and 
the world all around fhall be 
in a general commotion and 
condensation; in this fmall 
corner, by means of his fane- 
tuary among ns, the Lord 
I hall preferve me and my 
people in peace and entire 
lafety; like a perfon fituated 
in a royal pavilion, defended 
by a ftrong tower, or exalted 
on the eminence of an in- 

f 

accefiible rock we fhall be 
Out of all danger. 

In this moft defirable hap- 6 
py ftate of affairs, which I 
flatter myfelf ere long to 
behold, I fhall be greatly 
fuperior and able to bid ab- 
folute defiance to all my ene¬ 
mies every where: in con¬ 
ference of which I will give 
all proper teftimonies of an 
unfeigned and lading grati¬ 
tude; offer unto the Lor b 
in his tabernacle facrifices of 


thankfgiving: 1 will compofe 
hymns and with my owr* 

voice 


u Sacrifices of joy or of triumph and exultation, fuch as 
were ufed to celebrate vj&ories or foleinn fealls--implying, 
as Hammond fuppofes, both the harmony and mufick of the 
I.riiteis and the hofunnahs and acclamations of the peo¬ 
ple. See Lament, iii. ii 7. P/a/, lxxxix 15. 
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Sect- *9- voice fing them*, yea with 

joy of heart I will fing and 

xxvii!^/ celebrate the praife-worthy 

deeds of my heavenly bene¬ 
factor. 

7 With thefe pious views 
and defigns, fo acceptable to 
and worthy of thee to favour, 

I earneftly pray; do thou O 
Lord graciouHy hear my 
zealous fervent addrefies and 
{applications: and vouchiafe 
an anfwer as is agreable to 
thy wifdom faithfulnefs. and 
everlafting mercy. 

S In my calm refledions and 
moft ierious evening retire¬ 
ments, methinks I frequently 
hear thee fay* as what is per¬ 
fectly agreeable to thy nature 
and attributes and many ex- 
prefs declarations, — for the 
eafe and peace of thy mind, 
pra&ife true religion and a 
moft rational conftant devo¬ 
tion: to which my heart rea¬ 
dily anfwers, I am fenfible 
all the greateft advantages 
and happinefs are the efteCt 
hereof; I chearfully comply 
with thy own kind inftruc- 
tion, and give up myfelf en¬ 
tirely to thy v.orfhip and 
obedience. 


7. Hear, O Lord, 
'ivben I cry with my 
voice: have mercy 
alfo upon me. acd 
anfwer me. 


8 . When thou jaity f 
feek ye my face, my 
heart faid unto thee, 
thy face, Lord, will 
I feck. 


Refufe 



Bcok 

9. w Hid? not thy 

face far from me, 
put not thy fcnant 
away in anger: thou 
halt been my help, 
leave me not, neither 
forfake me, O God 
of my falvatidn. 


S' 


to. When my fa¬ 
ther and my mother 
forfake me, then the 
Lord will * take me 

up. 


of Psalms. 
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Rcfufe me not thy favour- Sect 19. 
able acceptance nor neglect 
and difregard me: notwith- 
ftunding his manifold trefpaf- 
fes may have offended thee, 
do not caufe thy fervant who 
comes to thee, to turn afide 
and fall away, under the 
frowns of thy providence; 
thou haft formerly been my 
pre/erver and powerful pro¬ 
tector, do not deferc and 
abandon me,then I am wholty 
deftitute of relief, for thou 
only art my God and Sa¬ 
viour. 

Notwithftanding the ftrong 10 


and lafting natural affections 
thou haft for excellent ends 
implanted in them, there is 
no fiich fixed and certain de¬ 
pendence on parents, not 
even on the rrioft tender mo¬ 
ther as on thy blefled felf: 


Vo /v«r tie face* eyes or ears , is to rcfufe to regard, or 
to take proper notice of, either by fuccouring or punifhing. 
The following verbs nre obfervcd.to be in the future tenfe, 
which whether it be defigned as in many other places for 
th? imperative feems bell to be determined by the fenfe. 
Put ?tot a-Tvay —is taken from a radix, which fignifitw to 
f retch cut, extend. Sec . but by a peculiar phrafe here, as in 
Numb xx. 4. turning a/lift oiit of the direct toad. ‘Literally 
put tict thy fervant, who comes to thee, away in anger ; do 
not caufe him, to jlretch out, to turn afide, Jer. v. 25. Tour 
iniquities have turned afide, have can fed thefe things to Oretch 
out, thefe bleflings which were upon the road coming to you. 

x mil take me up y Heb . vsillgather me, or take m<? into 
his keeping. 

Vo L. II. 


Cc 


when 
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IJ 


3S6 A‘ Pa r aph r ase 

Sect. 19. when friends are unfaithful, 

and unwilling, or the neareft 

yvim 1 m relatives eftraneed or unable 
* * to relieve, thy care will be 

manifeft, and thy providence 
doubtlefs fupport me. 

Vouchfafe me,, moft wife 
God, a conftant direction 
what courfe I am to purfue; 
and thy felf conduct me in 
fuch a clear even path of 
virtuous obedience as has no 
difficulties in it nor can well 
bear mifconftrudlion5 in as 
much as my enemies are very 
curious infpeftors, and always 
inclined to take every thing, 
by the word handle. 

Suffer me not either by 
any misfortune or indiferetion 
to become obnoxious to their 
reproaches or fall into their 
hands: their reftlefs malice 
would beabundantly gratified 
to have real matter of alper- 
fion or defamation, for too 
many appear to atteft Handers 
and calumnies of their own 
inventing and contriving, and 
fuch as have a diredt tendency 
not only to blacken and vilify 
but to ruin and deftroy me* 


2-2 



11. Teach in? 
jhy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in >’ a. 
plain path, becaofe 
of mine enemies. 


12. Deliver mo 
not over unto the 
will of mine ene¬ 
mies : for falfe wit¬ 
ness are rifen up 
againft me, and fuch 
as breathe out cruel¬ 
ty- 


/ 


Such- 


7 A plain path , literally a <vjaj ofplainne/s, hccaufc tf 
mine oljervcrs. 
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I I h'l.dftihltcdy 

1 unJeL I had be¬ 
lieved to fee the 1 
goodncl's of the Lo r d 
in the Jand of the 
living. 


Snch experience ^ave I Sect. 19. 
had of their hatred and inve- 
teracy, and fo frequently have >. 

-I been furrounded with evils X * V V * 


and dangers, that it would 
have been impoflible to have 
lupportcd,butby an unHiaken 
firm confidence in the divine 


14. Wait on the 
Load: be of good 
courage, and he 
fhallilrcngthcn thine 
heart; k wait, X fay, 

on the Lord, 


goodnefs and faithfvilnefs, to 
preferve and reftore pie td 
iafetv and profperiry. 

'Tis therefore the intcreft 14 
and duty of every man in 
like circumfhnces T what I 
am determined to praftife, 
and what I mofc cordially re-* 

C c 2 commend 


* Unlcft / had, Sec. Here is an elegant figure of fpeech, 
or apoljopcfjs : an abrupt breaking off a fpeech; leaving 
the leader to fupply, like Neptune in Virgil - 

Hos ego-fed motos prscflnt componere fluflus. 


0 Literally the good, i e. the good things and bleflings 
of the Lordj&e Kitncf ins refers land of the Ibvirg to n future 
etnu<u l 1 !'e So do C >igen. iheodorc *. Calcn.ins and Vitrihga* 

Oblerv Sacr. Lib V. C. 6. p. 69, 


h The la ft claufc of the fubfequent ver. Bp Hare, 
Fiki-arfs, See. are agreed, is nothing but a repetition of the 
fame at the beginning, owing to the negligence of fomc 
tranferiber, or, a various rea *.ng which crept into the text 
from the margin. However this be, there feems a peculiar 
energy in the original, and no impropriety but an extreme 
elegance in the repetition, and confidered as an Epanelep/ls: 
neither are the words at the beginning exactly the fame as 
111 the end : the conjunction Vau being joined to the kcond 
Ka~oal\ which may be rendered, then , eseen, therefore. The 

a lire in a 

V 

N ad as in 

the text, it imports a /action, tendency or direction towards 

the 


primary notion of the radix Hip is to firetch out 
Jlrdft Jirr,Non. When it is conftrued with *? 



3 &S A Paraphrase on tht 

Sect. 19* commend - that however 

unhappy and calamitous their 

xkvU. L ", P rel ? nt condition, they grow 

not impatient, relinquifh not- 
their religious hopes, nor lofe 
their ftrength and vigour o i 
mind: though no vifible 
means either of fupport or 
relief appear•, by perfevering 
they lhall in due time meet 
with them : therefore I repeat 
the advice, be fteady to your 
duty, and keep your hearts 
fixed by an unfhaken reliance 
on an invifible and omni¬ 
potent God. 


theobjeft: and may be rendered, fir etch out your mind, 
hope earnefly, wait Jleadily and patiently till it is effected, 
even wait with the thoughts fully intent on, never taken off 
from the Lord . 

The proper though not literal rendering agreeable to the 

Hebrew, idiom, is wait on the Lord, be of good courage, let 
thy heart be frengthened, &c. 


f 
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PSALM XXVIII. SECT. XX. 

An importunate prayer to Almighty God> that his 
fate may not refembfe that of fome workers of 
iniquity whom he deferibes , and wijhes duly 
punijhcd. He cxprejjes his tbankfulnefs that 
his requeft was heard \ and that the Lord 
would preferve him. His interceffwn for the 
bleffing and profperity of the Ifraelitifh people. ; 

Apfalm of David fuppofed to have been penned 
on occafion of thofe engagements with the Phili- 
ftines, mentioned i Sam. xxi. 18., 19, 20. 

Ps alm xxviii x. Psalm xxviii. 1. 

U NTO thee will J T NT O thee O Almighty Sect. 20. 

I cry, O Lord, II maker wi fl l pray and -- - -. 

iilent to me : «■ left cry aloud for unmediate help, K 
if thou be filent to being in the greateft necel- 
me, X become like fify, with the Utmoft ferVOUT 
them that go down anc j importunity j do not 

into the PU. r r r 11 j 1 

re rule or delay to regard and 

effectually reply to me, left 

through that refufal or delay 

I fink under the weight of 

my di ft re lies, and my cafe 
• * * 

become as remedilef?, as 
their’s is who depart this life 
by fome fudden and untime¬ 
ly death. 

C c 3 Hear 


c Left if thou be filent , the Syriac and Vulg. render very' 
properly, kji thou be Jilcnt to me and I be likened, &c. — Or 
a s Ha n. niondy left thou being , or n.vhJ/Jt thou art — / be likened , 

Sec. The adverb having no influence on that which im¬ 
mediately follows. 
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Psalm 
xx' iii. 2. 


Sect. zo. Hear and znfwer me while 

with earnefl prayers and cries 
1 am moft folemnly depre¬ 
cating fo deplorable and 
ignominious afate: when with 
lilted up hands and an exalt¬ 
ed voice I am addrefling my 
fupplications directly to thy 
fanctuary and mercy-feat. 

3 Confciousofmy.innocence, 
and hoping in thy protection, 
fuffer me not to be treated 
and involved in calamities 
and.miferics, along with dif- 
turbersoffociety and wretches 
who cover mifehievous de- 
figns under the pretext of 
kindnefs and friendfhip: who 
commonly are taken in their 
ovtn devices, and in the end 
themfclves perifh in their en¬ 
deavours to draw others into 
fnares to their perdition. 

And in this, nothing but 
what is perfectly right and 
juft happens to them: con- 

fiftently 


4 


2. Hear the voice 
of my fupplications, 
w hen Ic r v n nto thee: 

* w 

when * I lilt up my 
hands toward thy 
holy oracle. 


3. f Draw me not 
away with the wick¬ 
ed, and with the 
workers of iniquity j 
which lpcak peace 
to their neighbour', 
but in i I chief is in 
their hearts. 


4. Give them 
according to their 
deeds, and according 
to the wickednefs of 

their 


d The Tar gum very naturally adds to lift up my bauds in 
prayer, this being the moll ancient pollute of the hands in 
addrefling the A)rright\% in the holy place where the ark 
tvas placed, and which was confidered as an emblem of 
Heaven: fly led vm and /.c- ; ; from the refponfes which 
the priell folemnly gave from thence. 

* Draw me not, Sec. The He Ik AgniHes to draw a; leaf.s 
in a pic ugh cr waggon — To draw by ' olives, and to draw 
to execution or deflrut l lion. The Syriac renders number 
me not with — and the LXX. dcjircy me not together with 
fhe wd bed. x 



I 



their endeavours : 
give them after the 
work of their hands, 
f render to them 
their deferc. 


fiftently with thy re&oral Sect. 20 

wifdom do thou meafure out 
to them judgments and pu- xx ’^^ : 
.nifhments propprtionably as 
they have contrived and de¬ 
signed injuries and diftrefles 
for their peaceable harmless 
neighbours: according to the 
perverfenefs of their hearts* 

4 w 

the malignity of their atro- 
cious crimes, and their full 
defert, do thou recompenfe 
them. 


5. Becaufe they 
regard not the £ 
works of the Lord, 
'nor the operation of 
his hands, he (hall 
deltroy them and 
not build them up. 


Becaufe they are not only 5 
moil falfe hypocritical and 
impious, but utterly incorri¬ 
gible and ripe for deftrudtion: 
anddince they retain no fen- 
timents of religion; have no 
regard for the divine provi¬ 
dence ; the works, the will 
and pleafure, or the precepts 
<of Almighty God, either re- 
fpedting me in particular or 
any others of mankind have 
no fignification with them, 
fo as to influence them to 
imitate the divine benevo- 
Cc 4 lence 


f Literally, Render to them their rendering: they have 
dealt unkindly, fraudulently, deal with them unkindly,^ r. 

£ Kimchi interprets works , &c. they care not for ihewor - 
pip of God defigned to celebrate his works in heaven and 
earth, but follow the vanities of the world. 

The JewiJb Rabbi’s underftand the laft daufes — hv 
fhall dellroy them in this world, and not build or raife them 
up in the world to come, as decaying ruinous fabricks they 
fhall fall down £nd never be repaired. 
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S$ct. 20. lence and promote the leaft 

6 °°d or happinefs * he fhall 
xvvij^r fdddeniy deftroy them, and 
S ’ that without remedy. 

6 Much other wife am I af- 
fedfced with, and concerned 
to make a religious improve¬ 
ment of the divine bounty 
and goodnefs : in the molt 
grateful manner determined 
t'o acknowledge God and 
comport with the views of 
his anfwer to my prayers: 
becaufe I am fatisfied it muft 
be entirely owing to him, if 
the afpedt of my affairs be 
changed for the better. 

7 The protection and pro¬ 
vidence qf God are to me 
as the ftrongeft fortrefs, 
polifhed armour, or feven- 
fold fliield; not only in 
external profeffions, but 
with an hearty and entire 
confidence I depended upon 
him, and 1 am moft oppor- 

^ tunely and effectually iup- 
plied and affifted: reaping 
thefe blefleo fruirs, not of 
human wifdom and policy, 
but of a religious truft and 
virtue, my grateful heart is 
in raptures, and my devouteft 
hy mns fhall celebrate the un- 
fpeakable mercy. 


6 . Bleflrd he the 
Loro, bee a afe he 
hath heard the voice 
of xr.y {applications. 


7. The Lord it 
my llrength and n»y 
ftiield,my heart :ruf- 
ted in him, and I 
am helped : there¬ 
fore my heart great¬ 
ly rejoice rh,and v. ith 
my lon^ will 1 prailc 
him. 


The 
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8 . The Lord is 
their llrenglh, and 
he is the " faving 
ftren^th of his a- 

O 

noinccd. 


Psalm 
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The Almighty and moftSECT. 20* 
righteous Lord, in the ways * 
of piety truth and goodnefs .... R 

. - i 1 r' 1 • xxvm * °* 

which he prefcrrbes them, is 
the only fupport and fecurity 
of the Ifraelitijh people i and 
he and no other is the guar¬ 
dian and preferver of their 
monarch whom he hath 
anointed and ordained to go¬ 
vern them. 


9.Savethy people, 
and blefs thine in* 
heritance:feed them 
alfo, and lift them 
up for ever. 


O tjiou common maker 9 
and Lord of all, but by a 
feries of ineftimable favours 
and privileges more efpe- 
cially the God of the Jeivifh 
nation, vouchfafe them de¬ 
liverance and fafety: and with 
a liberal hand, as to thy 
peculiar inheritance fhower 
down upon them all thy 
choiceft bleflings: as.a fhep- 
herd feedeth his flock, take 
conftant care, and provide 
things convenient for them: 
and grant, that through all 
future fucceflive generations' 
they may be perpetually ad¬ 
vancing in power, opulence 
and independency. 


h Saving ftrtngth , literally the fort refs or Jlronvhold of 
fahations or deliverances* 
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PSALM XXIX, 

All pojfibk homage to be ofcribed to the Almighty . 
ihe nature and tremendous effects of thunder . 
'The hopes his true worfaippers reafonably cherijh 
from his favour . A pfalm of David, on oc- 
cajicn as is fuppofed , of a victory over the 
heathen kings , mentioned 2 Sam. viii. to which 
a violent form of thunder and lightning greatly 
contributed . 


Psalm xxix. 1. 


Sect.20 



Psalm 
xxix. 1. 


Contribute your joint en¬ 
deavours, O vou fu- 


n 

aeavours, u you 
preme magiftrates and earth¬ 
ly rulers with your fubjecls, 
in extolling the great and 
high God : fupply former 
deficiencies by now exerting 
your utmoft efforts, as if you 
could never enough magnify 
his infinite glory and match - 
lefs ftrengtn. 

Abundantly fupply what 
has been wanting, and to the 
utmoft that your moft en¬ 
larged 


5 A LM XXIX. T. 

G ive unto the 

Lo rd, O ye i 
mighty, give unto 
the Lord glory and 
ftrength. 


2. Give unto the 
Lord the glory due 
unto his name, wor- 
fhip the Lord in the 
k beauty ofholinefs. 


’ Literally, Sons of the mighty , i e diftinguifhed by birth 
and fortune, eminent as to iiation and character. The 
Rabbis obferve that the holy name of God is eighteen 
times expreffed in this performance to awaken and imprefs 
fiich perfonages. But fome render, — bring young rams, 
emblems of your power, unto the Lord. 

* Beauty of holinefs , fome render literally the holy beauty 
or majefty where the ark was placed ; others Jehovah endued 
with a facred majefty, the God of earth and heaven, glo¬ 
rious in all his attributes, and throughout his univerf&l 
dominions. - 



f 
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Jarged capacities can reach, Sect. 20„ 


now try ro exceed all that 
ever has been done, in the 
way of aferibing to the divine 
titles of eminence and diftinc- 



Pi'ALM 


xxix. 2. 


tion whatever may render 
them refpedtable and impor¬ 
tant ; as they truly are, in the 
higheft degree exalted and 
magnificent; perform that 
worfhip which is due to God 
alone, in that fplendid glo¬ 
rious tabernacle which is fe- 


parated for his immediate 
fervice. 


3. The voice of The thundering voice of$ 
the Lord //upon the t ^ e f e lf-exiflent Deity collec- 

waters: the God of . j rj . % 

glory thondereth, tin B and P refidln g over the 

the Lord is upon waters in the clouds corn- 
many waters. mands reverence; the mighty 

God, pofiefied of univerfal 
dominion and all adorable 


perfe&ion raifeth commotions 
with his roaring thunder that 
fill the mind with horror: 


4. The voice of 
the Lord is power¬ 
ful ; the voice of the 
Lord is full of ma- 

jefty. 


he who is, who was, and who 
is to come, has an abfolute 
afcendency over and direc¬ 
tion of the multiplied waters 
in the thickening clouds and 
in the grand abyfs. 

The ftupendous phaeno- 4 
menon of reechoing thunder 
fhews (Length and vigour, 
produces great effedts, the 
Lord of it is the fupreme 

majefty, 
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Sect. 20. majefty and infinitely worthy 

to be admired and celebrated. 

The dreadful rending thun¬ 
der with the lightning it dif- 
chargeth, breaketh as a bow 
the ftateiy cedars: yea the 
high God by the violence of 
tempefts fhivers as an earthen 
veflel, or lays in ruins as a 
fhipwreck, theftouteft cedars 
of mount Libanus. 

6 He maketh them in the 

mighty force of their fall, as 

it were to dance fkip and fly 

about like a young bullock 

or heifer: mount Libanus 

andSheniror Hermon them- 

* 

felves leap in the lighted 
manner, or fetch the quicked 
bounds like a frifking wanton 
Rhinoceros. 

7 The fame matchlefs power 
in the hidden claps of his 
burfting thunder cuts out a 

paflage 


5. The voice of 
the Lord breaketh 
the cedars : yea, the 
Lord breaketh the 
cedars of 1 Lebanon. 


6 He maketh 
them alfo to (kip like 
a calf: Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young 
unicorn. 


7. The voice of 
the Lord m dividcth, 
the flames of Are. 


1 Libanm is a mountain of Syria fuppofed to be called by 
that name, as the'-'#// and fome others, from the long con¬ 
tinuance if not perpetuity of fnow on the top of them Vid. 
Hierom. de Loc. Heb. p. 414. Strabo \j.W1. p. 519- 'Jofefb. 
Antiq. L. 9. C. 11. Sirion or mount Hermcn, which lay 
contiguous to Libanus and was called by the Avunorites 
Virion in Syriac Sonir—- young unicorn, pallum Unicorniun 7 , 
i.-e. Rbinocerotam . ScLindler t Hammond, &C. and others, 
feem to underftand by breaking the cedars upon thefe 
mountains routing natrons which bordered upon them. 

m Heb. Jiriketh or eutteth cut , i. e. The thunder maketh 
the lightning (hoot- and difperfe, dart or glide, one flafli 
immediately fucceeding another. 
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8. The voice of 
the Lord fhaketh 
the n wildernefs: the 
Lord fhaketh the 
wilderncfs of Ka- 
delh. 


paflage for the forked bolts Sect. 20. 


or pointed flames of his 
blazing lightning, and in- 
ftantly difperfeth them toaif- 



PSALM 


xxxi. 7. - 


ferent quarters. 

The thunder of God’s 8 


boundlefs ftrength throws the 
vaft defert into a quaking 
trembling motion as in the 
greateft pain and anguifti: 
the Almighty puts into ago¬ 
nies and horrors, like the 
travail of child-birth, the 
dreary wafte and howling wil- 
dernefs of Kadefli. 


9 The voice of 
the Lord maketh 
the hinds to calve, 
and °difcovereth the 
forefts : and in his 


temple doth P every 
one fpeak of his 



The report and terror which 9 
the Lord creates by this 
alarming meteor, fo affrights 
the timrous hinds as to bring 
on their labour pains and 
haften their delivery \ and 
blafteth or ftrippeth the foreft- 
trees or wood-lands fo that 



n The wildcrnefs is interpreted to mean the vaft defert 
of Kadejb in Arabia , part whereof the lfraelites fo many 
years wandered in, and fo poetically to denote the Edom¬ 
ites and Moabites whom David fo nearly fubdued. 

0 Difeoveretb the forejls t or as fome render, maketh the 
thickeft buflies to ccafe to cover, flielter or protect the hinds 
from the violence of the thunder which exciting their fears 
haftens their delivery. But Fenwick and Lowth inftead of 
maketh the hinds to calve , render the mighty oaks feel. See 
Fenwick in loc. and Lowtb Pradec. de facr. Poefi. p. 171. 

P Heh. every one , or every whit of it faith . glory be to God 
en high. Some fuppofe that this pfalm was to be repeated 
in the tabernacle whenever it thundered. 
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Sect. 20. they are no longer a covert 

or fhelter for wild beafts: 
which aftonifhing difplays of 
fupreme majefty, may very 
reafonably engage every mem¬ 
ber of his church, in the fanc- 



tuary, to declare the utmoft 
veneration for the tranfcen- 
dency of his excellency and 
glory. 

10 The Lord, as feated upon 
a throne of regal dignity, 
maintains his fovereignty as 
dire&or of fcenes of the great- 
eft devaftation \ he not only 
governs the treafures of rain 
in the clouds, but he prc- 
fided over the grand deluge 
and general extinction of 
mankind: yea, the Lord 
fitteth as chief and king, fe- 
cure of his authority and 
everlafting in his government. 

11 On this (table foundation 
his fincere fervants may 
ground their hopes of fafety; 
he who never changes will fo 
appoint and overrule matters 
that they (hall be eftablilhed, 


10. The Lord q 
fitteth upon the 
flood : yea, the Lord 
fitteth King for ever. 


if. The Lord 
will give ftrength 
unto his people, the 
Lord wi l blefs his 
people with peace. 


n Some render this, the Lord reigned over and control¬ 
led the ftronged temped of that mod raging element at the 
general dreadful deluge in the days of Ncah. To this pur- 
pofe the CbaLi- paraph, the LXX. the Syriac ard Arabic. But 
Hammond underftands it of the clouds, kludge interprets, 
the Lord fat and fliall forever fit king over all this lhocking 
feene of defolation ; and direft it as he pleai'cs to the good 
of his people, and the confufion of their enemies. 
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if they be conftant and re- S*ct ? ** 
gular in the practice of their 

duty: there is not the leaft Jxix^u 

doubt but the Lord will al- . 

ways preferve their peace, 
provide for their profperity, 
and in all refpe&s render them 
completely happy. 


PSALM XXX. SECT. XXI. 

Tbankjgiving for a recovery from feme dangerous 
illnefs:'others invited to join in it . The divine 
lenity and mercy reprefented. The author's 
prayer under affliction: its f eedy anfwer and 
his ferrow turned into joy . A pfalm compofed 
to be fung at the confecration or dedication of 
the 1 houfe of David. 


PSMLM XXX. I. 


Psalm xxx. i. 


I Will extol thee, 
O Lord, for thou 
halt * lifted me up, 
and halt not made 

ray 



I T becomes me by my Sect. 21. 

higheft thoughts of them 
to exalt thy name and praife, xxx I 

O moft 


Psalm 


r Lightfoot and Grot i »j fuppofe the occafion of this pfalin 
to be the purgation of David 's houfe after it had been de- 
defiled by Abfalom: The Tar gum, Tillius and Selden, under- 
Hand it of the dedication of the temple: But Aben Ezra, 
which is moft probable, obferves, if it refer to any houfe, 
it muft be to that of Cedar, mentioned t Cbron. 14. i. And 
k feems to have been a cuttom among the Jews, firft to 
dedicate before they inhabited any new ftrufture, Deut . 
xx. 5. alfo on thk occafion to keep an anniverfary fcaft. 
kludge obferves, the title is wholly foreign to the pfalm it- 
feH, which is evidently compofed on the occafion of a re¬ 
covery from a ficknefs near to death. 

* Lifted me up , Sec. the original fignifies to draw up by a 
Jwickcc from a deep well. The fame radix or one near a- 

kin 
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Psalm 

XXX. 1 . 


Sect. 21.O mod gracious God, for 

thou haft wonderfully raifed 
me up from a very low eftate; 
and haft not given opportu¬ 
nity to my enemies, who are 
defirous and watchful for it, 
to prevail againftand triumph 
over me. 

z O Lord my God, in a 
condition truly deplorable 
and diftrefsful, I offered up 
my Applications to thee 
with the greateft ardour and 
folicitude; and thou haft 
gracioufly reftored me to 
health and profperity, reme¬ 
died my difeafes, bound up 
my wounds. 

3 O thou rr.oft high God, 
there appears as great a dif¬ 
ference betwixt what I now 
truly am and what I was very 
near being, as betwixt the 
living and the dead: and I 
may very properly declare,— 
thou haft recovered me out 
of the fheol or feparate ftate; 
revived me; and preferved my 
life from being numbered 
with thofe who are reduced 
to the loweft condition of an 

duft 


human being, even to 
and the grave. 


With 


my foes to rejoice 
over me. 


2. O Lord my 
God, I cried unto 
thee, and thou haft 
healed me. 


3. OL ORD, thou 
halt brought up my- 
foul from the grave, 
thou haft kept me 
alive that I ihouki 
not go down to the 
pit. 


kin to it is interpreted, to make the wjtterof a river muddy 
by trampling in it, whence probably Schmidt us renders, I 
•will extol, £c. becaufe thou hnjl ajfliflcd ms indesd, hut la# 
not made my foes. Sec, 
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4. Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye faints 
of his, and give 
thanks at the 1 re¬ 
membrance of his 
holinefs. 


40L 

With facred mufkk, in a Sect. 21. 
(iorredt and regular manner, J 

you who are diftinguifhed for XX ^ A ^ 
piety and goodnefs fing forth 
artificial and the molt excel¬ 
lent compolitions unto his 
honour who liveth and reign- 
ech for ever; bring fuicable 
memorials and make grateful 
and publick 

ments, whenever you are 
called to commemorate ia 


acknowledge 


5. For his anger 
tndureth but a u mo¬ 
ment; in his favour 
//life: weepingmay 
endure for a night, 
but w joy cometb in 
the morning. 


religiousfolemnities the migh¬ 
ty works and boundlefs per- 
feftions of the hoiieft wifeit 
and beft of all Beings. 

For his difplealurc and s 
(harpeft corredtions* deferved 
by our fins, are of the fhorteft 
duration, like the twinkling 
of an eye, or a fingle ftroke 
of the quickeft motion ; but 
his kind acceptance and 
favourable regard conftitute 
lading fettled happinefs: like 
a fojourner or traveller, lament 


1 "Remembrance , &c. literally his holy memorial or his holy 
name Jehovah, whereby he was mentioned and remembered. 

M A moment leems to have been the fhorteft meafure of* 
tranfeient duration, and to be borrowed from one fingle 
ftroke of the quickeft motion and no more : as the beating 
or throbbing of a painful ulcer or the twinkling of an eye. 
The LXX- Syr. et Lat. are hardly ienfe, rendering ira in. in- 
dignationc, &cc. 

w Joy, Heb . finding as oppofite to crying and Ihedding 
tears: and the quick lucceftion Geierm very reasonably un- 
(Jcrftands as alluding to a t'ojouiner or tiavcllw which tar- 
rieth but for a night. 

Vol. II, Dd tations 
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Sbct. zo. tations and mournful fcenes 

ma ^ cont * nue f° r a Angle 
xx^s^ night,but early, in the morning 

the fudden tran Titian appears 
to IhoutingTinging and all ex- 
preflions of the greateft joy. 

6 When I was perfeftly free 
from all difquietudes> and ca¬ 
lamities *, victorious over my 
enemies, and as to alloutward 
eireum(lances enjoyed entire 
fiecurity and the profoundeft 
peace \ I reflected with my- 
felf, and was not unwilling 
to declare it to others, my 
fituation is fixed r my ftrength 
is firm; I fliall never by any 
violence be forced from my 
place, or feparated from my 
fblid bafis and foundation. 


6 . And in my 
profperity I faid, I 
lhaiV * never he 
moved. 


7 Almighty God,, by thy 7 * by rhy 
Heady adherence and un- ^ av ° ur tll0U haft 

merited benevolence to me, t0 y ft/ nd ftrong . 
thou haft fupporced my royal thou didft hide thy 
dignity, and continued my face, w I was. 

city and kingdom united troubled ‘ 

powerful and proTperous: 
thou didft with-draw thine 


influence, thy ufual regard 

and 


' A So Niobe in Ovid t 

Major fum quam cui , pojjit for tuna nocere . 

y Literally eftabliftied ftrength or beauty on my moan* 
tain, which fome interpret of placing the ark upon mount 
Zion: is not the fenfe rather agreeable to the LXX. 
eftabliftied nvy health and vigour, fecured my power and 
dignity - w or rendered my fplendour and profperity in all- 
reipefts ftedfaft and permanent? 
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8 . I cried to thee, 
O Lord; and unto 

the Lord I made 
(upplication* 


9. What profit is 
ilwrc in my blood, 
when I go down to 
the pit ? ihall the 
duft praife thee ? 
ftvill it declare thy 
truth ? 


10.Hear, OLord, 
and have mercy up¬ 
on me: Lord, be 
thou my helper. 


and conduct, and I was fud- Sect. 21. 
denly ftized with fear, my 
mind thrown into the greateft xxx * 
trepidation hurry and c<?n- 
fufion. 

Upon this vifible affedting 8 
change in matters, as to my 
God and father, I called to 
thee, eternal Lord, for thy 
affiftance and blefiing; and 
as the greateft and bell of 
beings who had never yet 
failed me, with the moft fub- 
miflive and pathetick ex- 
prefllons I belought thee to 
ihew favour, in the following 
humble and earneft fuppli- 
cation. 

What important end, (aid 9 ~ 

I of thy glory and fervice in 
the invaluable intereft of piety 
and virtue can I anfwer when 
lam dead, and gone feem- 
ingly under thy difpleafure 
to the forgetful grave ? fhall 
my afhes be able to declare 
thy goodnefs? nay rather will, 
not thy promifes feem to fail 
and lofe their credit, if I 
fhould die at this time and 
by thefe means, contrary to 
thy own exprefs words con¬ 
cerning me ? 

Hear O thou juft and true IO 
God, and grant my humble 
reqifeft, and thereby difplay 
Dd 2 thy 
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12 


Sect\2i. thy own mercy and fidelity: 

O my only Lord and pre- 
ferver, now help and fave me. 

The refiilt whereof was 
relief to the utmoft of my 
wifhes; and an happy al¬ 
teration from lamentable fighs 
and bitter groans to chearful 
plealure and exulting joy: as 
it were from funeral mourn¬ 
ful weeds, or publick forrow 
and folemn humiliation to 
feftivity and triumphs. 

Doubtlefs for this purpofe, 
that I may efteem myfelf in- 
diipenlably obliged to im¬ 
prove thediftinguifhing mer¬ 
cy -> that my foul may cherifh 
fentiments of the fincereft 
thankfulnefs, and that my 
tongue, the glory of my 
frame, may exprefs thefe fen¬ 
timents in fongs of praife and 
adoration; and do this con- 
ftantly and perpetually, that 
it may appear, I think, I can 
never be enough joyful and 
grateful for the benefit: O 

Almighty 


ii. Thou haft 
turned for me my 
mourning into dan¬ 
cing : * thou halt 

put off my fack- 
cloth, and'girded 
me with gladncfs. 


12. To the end 
that my glory may 
fing praile to thee, 
and not be filent: O 
Lord mv God, I 
will give thanks un¬ 
to thee for ever. 


v Thou hajl put ojfy literally, thou hajl opened my fact- 
cloth, which in time of mourning was ulually bound or 
girded on; [but a learned author lavs, it w as fuffered to 
hang loofe] 2 Sam. iii. 31. Joel i. 13. Inllead of being 
girded, with fack cloth in token of forrow, by a beautiful 
figure of fpeech, he is fet forth as making gladneis his belt 
or girdle. The dancing is as it were of two companies or 
arnu£6 met to exult and mutually congratulate each other 
upon feme fignal occafiom 
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Almighty and mod merciful Sbct. 21. 
God and Father, I do fo- ~ w * 
lemnly engage and mod x j A ^. 
faithfully promife, that this 
(hall be my continual prac¬ 
tice, all the days of my life 
on earth, and through a fu¬ 
ture boundlefs duration. 


PSALM XXXI. SECT. XXIJ. 

1 

Declarations of an entire confidence in Almighty 
Gody and moving addreffes to him for fpeedy 
deliverance out of extreme danger . A reprefen - 
tat ion of his diftrefsful circumjlames, and the 
reproaches cajl upon him . Further intimations 

of his religious trujl y and his encouragement of 
all upright perfons to walk by the fame rule , to 
mind the fame things . Apfalm penned by David, 
as is fuppofed after his wonderful ef&ape from 
Keilah, recorded 1 Sam. xxiii. 26. directed to 
be performed by the chief mufician. 


Psalm xxxi. r. 

I N thee, O Lord, 
do I put my truft, 
let me never be « 
afhamed : deliver me 
in thy righteoufnefs. 


Psalm 


Psalm xxxi. 1. 

I N thy power and provi- Sect, zz 
dence, unchangeable and 
eternal parent, do I repofe 
an abfolute and entire con- XX *' * 

fidence, let it never end in 

# 

my difappointment fhame 
and confufion: conformable 
to the holinels and goodncfj 
D d 3 of 


2 AjhamtJi i. e. fepulfed, worfted, defeated.--A fudge fup- 
pofcs this pfalm to have been coropofed by the prophet 

J eremy. 
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of thy nature and the frequent 
and mod faithful declarations 
of thy word, do thou, as 
with infinite eafe thou cand, 
extricate me from all thefe 
difficulties and miferies in 
which 1 am involved. 

From thine exalted and 
mod glorious throne, incline 
thine ear, difpofe thine heart, 
and exert thy drength in due 
time, before it be too late, 
to deliver me: refpedting my 
fatety. be thou as one of the 
inacceffible rocks and im¬ 
pregnable fortrefles of nature, 
or like one of the dronged 
towers made by human art 
and fkill, which mocks all 
attempts to dorm and take it. 

In thefe views both thy 
gracious promifes and my 
own neceffities and extreme 
didrefles lead me to confider 
thee, indeed this is what I 
have frequently experienced 
at thy merciful hands*, there¬ 
fore I again mod humbly 
intreat and by every thing 
facred befeech thee to defend 
me as a fortrefs, direft me as 
a pounfellor, and as a guide 
ebndudl me in every defign 
I form, and inevery depltake. 

Their 


2. Bow down ?Mre 
ear to me, deliver 
me fpeedily: be thou 
my ftrong rock, for 
an houfeof defence 
to fave me* 


3. For thou sit 
my rock and my 
for:refs : therefore 
for thy names fake 
1 lead me, and guide 

me. 


Lead\ Arc. A metaphor fuppofed to be taken from ge¬ 
nerals who lead on their armies: or fhepherds who go be¬ 
fore their flocks. 
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4. Pull me out of 


Their fchemes of mifchief S ECT. 22. 


the net, that they 
have laid privily for 
me : for thou art my 
Ilrcngth: 


5. Into thine hand 
I commit my fpirit: 
c thou hall redeemed 
me, O Lord* God 
of truth. 


are laid with fuch fecrecy and 
craftinds of deep deceit that 
1 may almoft reckon myfelf 
furprized and taken in one or 
other of them, for I can fcarce 
avoid all*, All-wifeGoD, who 
never wanteft means, dif- 
entangle, releafe* and reftore 
me to liberty, for I have 
chofen thee as my guardian, 
and do expedt fupport from 
thine Almighty arm. 

Nothing can be more evi- 5 
dent than that my life is 
threat’ned, that dear life I 
place in thy hands and moft 
c hear fully refign to thy dif- 
pofal: thou art the giver 
thereof and in many a danger 
haft preferved it, O thou 
moft ftedfaft and conftant 
God and Creator. 


6. I have hated 
tliem that c regard 
lying vanities: but 
I trull in the Lord. 


1 have always difcoun-6 
tenanced, never fhewed any 
D d 4 favour* 


c Mudge renders, thou bnfl purchased wr, i. e. I am thy 
own property, I have been thine from the womb, and de¬ 
fined to thy fervice. 

c By lying vanities fome anderlland idols, others as R. 
David renders — I have not confuhed Aftrologers footh- 
fryers, &c. ki my trouble; but have trufted to the Lord 
and hi* prophets. There is an elegance in the title given 
the former, they were falfe y thofe who enquired of received 
no truth from them; they were *vanitU 9 thofe who de¬ 
pended on them were certain to be disappointed for they 
could not help them; therefore the pfalirtill deteiled all 
fuch delufions. 
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Sect. 22. favour to thofe deludedltupid 

f people, who, derogatory to 
^ the juft honours of the one 

fuprenie Deity, pay regard, 
and obierve days out ot re- 
fpett to idols; thofe alto¬ 
gether worthlefs and infigni- 
ficant, and to their fuperfti- 
tious votaries vexatious and 
pernicious vanities: but I am 
confident of fafety in relying 
upon that God who made 
the world, and by whofe 
energy all things are fup- 
ported. 

7 In the folid good and 
Jafting happinefs which at¬ 
tend virtue and true religion, 
I (hall always have ground 
to be entirely fatisfied ; to be 
exceeding glad ; and exprefs 
my unfeigned gratitu.de for 
the extraordinary advantages 
which proceed from thy 
bo.undlefs goodflefs and mer¬ 
cy: for in numberiefs irjft^n- 
ces of my paft life thou haft 
taken notice of me under af¬ 
fliction : owned and proved 
that my life was clear to thee; 
when calamities prefled hard 
upon me. 

$ And haft not determined 
me to fall into the hands, and 
lie wholly at the mercy of 
mine enemy, who had hem- 

1 med 


on the 


7. I will be glad, 
and rejoice in th/ 
mercy : for thou 
haft confidered my 
trouble, ihcu haft 
known my loul in 
adverfuies; 


8. And haft not 
ftiut me up into the 
hand ot the enemy : 
thou haft let my feet 
in a large room. 
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9. Have mercy 
upon me, O Lord, 
for 1 am in f trouble; 
mine eye is confu- 
med with grief, yea f 
my foul and my 
belly. 


10. For my life is 
(pent with grief, and 
my years with figh- 
ijig; my ftrength 
faiieth becaufe of 
mine £ iniquity, and 
my bones are con- 
fumed. 


med me in on every fide:S ect. 
thou haft provided a way for 
my efcape, and wonderfully 
reftored my liberty. 

Extend now thy compaf -9 
fionate regard to me, O my 
God and Father, for I am 
confii&ing with grievous dif- 
treffcs, with dire adverfity : 
mine eye is wafted and funk 
in its focket with corroding 
grief and briny tears; even 
my foul and life languifti and 
all my vital powers dwindle, 
wear away. 

The greateft part of my ! ® 
wretched days is fpent in 
nothing but fighs and groans; 
all my ftrength and vigour 
is exhaufted, my very bones 
feem wafted, and my entire 
conftitution quite broken, 
with the punilbments l bear 
for mine own iniquity, or the 
hardfhips I endure through 
the iniquities of others. 

So 


f Expreflions in the original of the heavieft affliftion — l 
am almoft overwhelmed with terror — mine eye is cor¬ 
roded— my foul and fpirit impotent, and my appetite and 
digeftion have quite left me. Grief threatens my life, and 
will foon fnap its tender thread afunder. I cannot walk 
firm, without daggering or Humbling, and mifery dogs me 
at tlie heels. My bones are as it were moth-eaten—My 
enemies inlult, friends vex, and intimate acquaintance dare 
not own me, -- 

£ Iniquity , the original fignifies, and likewife the punifh- 
ment of fin by poverty and diflrefles, perhaps the latter may 
be the meaning here. 
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Sect, it* So extenfive is the intereft 

and fo inveterate the hatred 
®j AL ^ of my adverfaries, that I am 
not only their jeft and by¬ 
word, the fubjed: of their 
bittereft invedive, and butt 
of their ridicule and obloquy ; 
I am likewife rendered de- 
ip icable and odious among 
my neighbours; neither dare 
my intimate acquaintance 
make mention or take the 
lead notice of me: they no 
iooner caft an eye upon, than 
they induftrioufly fhun me, 
as afhamed to be feen in my 
company. 

12 As to any concern or re¬ 
gard they ihew, I am exclu¬ 
ded from mankind and buried 
in entire oblivion; the fame 
as if I had departed this life 
and was already lodged in the 
land of forgetfulneis even the 
filent grave: I am looked 
upon as irreparably undone, 
irrecoverably loft, and like a 
potflierd which is thrown out 
of doors as hereafter uielefs 
and nothing worth. 

13 I cannot but have heard, 
what a general clamour is 

raifed 


11. I was a re¬ 
proach among all 
mine enemies, but 
efpscially amongmy 
neighbours, and a 
fear to mine ac¬ 
quaintance : they 
thatdid fee me with¬ 
out fled from me. 


12. I am forgot¬ 
ten as a dead man 
out of mind: I am 
iike a broken vefTel. 


*3. For I have 
heard the •* flander 
of many, fear a vas 

on 


h $lander t &c. fome underftand what immediately fol¬ 
lows, as the words the flanderers or reproachers ufed, viz. 
fear c» every fide the man is loft, dangers the caufes of c ir 
furround him, and he is inevitably and totally ruined. 
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•ft every fide, while 
they took counfel 
together againft me, 
they deviled to take 
•way my life. 


14. But I trufted 
in thee, O Lord: I 
faid, thou art my 

God. 



railed againft me, and how 
heavily I am loaded by men 
of all ranks and conditions 
with Danders and reproaches; 
there is certainly caufe of fear, 
a&ual danger, and the moft 
dreadful threatnings ifluing 
from every quarter: while the 
leading people were met in 
council, by form of law to 
pronounce a capital fentencc 
againft me; and were pre^ 
vioufly refolved both to con¬ 
demn me, and work every 
engine, and authorize every 
meafure to put an end to 
my life. 

Notwithftanding all thefe 14 
complicated finking evils and 
miferies, my confidence in 
thee OLor d was not (haken: 


15. My * times 

are in thy hand: de¬ 
liver me from the 

hand 


I faid, they are indeed alarm¬ 
ing and terrible, but thou art 
my God and canft help me, 

I do not defpair. 

Whatever can affe£t or 15 
concern me, with the times 

and 


* My timeSy LXX. Vdg. and ApolUnar. fortes me<r and 
•vicijftudes Targ . — Tempera redemptions — The drab, and 
JElhiop. my inheritance. —Themeaning Teems to be the paf- 
fages and events, the feafons opportunities and various cir- 
cumftances 1 ftiall meet w ith in the time of my life, whether 
profperous or afflictive are in thy power and under thy 
direction — are thy care and will be difpofed of and over¬ 
ruled by thy providence. Mudge renders in thy hand are 
my crifes , i. e. thofe critical times of danger, when life i« 
reduced to turn upon a point. 
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Sect* 22. and critical feafons, the ways 

and means of my life or death, 
xud, 15. deliverance or deftruetion are 

under thy fovereign direc¬ 
tion } not within the circum- 
fcribed power of mortal man : 
I folicit mod tenderly thy 
kind interpofition,at the fitted 
feafon to work out deliver¬ 
ance for me, from all the 
hazards of this mod violent 
enmity and malicious zealous 
perfecution. 

16 By difperfing thefe clouds, 
and redoring my profperity, 
declare thy regard for thy 
didrefled but faithful fervant: 
for thy goodnefs fake provide 
for me fome place of peace 
and fafety. 

, 7 Since 1 have implored thine 
help and do depend upon 
thee, O Lord, fuffer me not 
to want it, nor to be disap¬ 
pointed and afhamed of my 
reafonable expectations: let 
the wicked and impenitent, 
who deferve it, be frudratcd 
in their defigns and thorough¬ 
ly expofed \ cut them off from 
all communication with this 

world, 


hand of mine ene¬ 
mies, and from them 
that perfecute me 


16. Make thy face 
to ftiine upon thy 
fervant: favemefor 
thy mercies fake. 


17. Let me not 
bea(hamed,OLoRD, 
fori have called up¬ 
on thee: let the 
wicked be aihamed, 
and let them be k 
filent in the grave. 


1 Let them be filent, the Heb. fignifies to dcff forbear 
to *wait with Jilent patience andfubmijjion^ and which feems 
to be the meaning in this paflage to be reduced to a fate of 
JilentCy i. e. laid wafe or cut off. 
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i P. Let the ' lying 
lips be put to filence: 
which Ipeak grie¬ 
vous things proudly 
and contemptuoufly 
againfl the righteous. 


19 O how great// 
thy goodnefs, which 
thou halt laid up for 
them that fear thee; 
which thou hall 
wrought for them 
that trull in thee, 
before the * fons of 
men. 


world, and confign them to Sect. 22. 
the feparate invifible (late, 

Lee the inventers and re- Ps ^ LM ^ 
tailers of known mifehievous * 7 ’ 
faIfehoods and calumnies be 
ftruck dumb: who with ar¬ 
rogance and difdain utter the 
moft pernicious (lander againft 
the innocent and upright. 

But notwithftanding fome 19 
prefentheavinefs and tranfient 
fcenes of adverfity, I cannot 
but refleft with the higheft 
pleafure upon the peculiar 
advantages of a virtuous cha¬ 
racter; and the occafion there 
is to be fatisfied, confidering 
what goodnefs and mercy are 
laid up in ftore for them who 
fear to offend thee, fubmit 
10 thy difpofal and conform 
to thy precepts; which in all 
ages of the world, thou haft 
remarkably exhibited on the 
publick theatre, in their fa¬ 
vour, who made thee the 


great objeCt of jheir hope 
and affiance. 


Thou 


1 Htb. lips of a lie — which /peak an hard thing , i e. ca¬ 
lumnies which flick, reproaches which wound deep, in 
pride and contempt, Sc c. 

™ Licrally, who far thee — before the face of Adam% 
fons, which the pious and,learned Fenwick interprets, wh« 
do it in the midll of a crooked and perverfe generation. , 
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Sect. 22. 



P.SAtM 
xxxi. 20. 


A Paraphrae on the 


Thou fhalt conceal and pre- 
ferve them by thy favour and 
the protection of thy pro¬ 
vidence from the infults 
and . outrages of ungodly 
wicked men, in as much fe- 
curity as if they were within 
the veil \ or under the wings 
of the cherubims which over- 


20. Thorn fhaft 
hide them in the n 
fecret of thy pre- 
fence from the pride 
of man; thou fhalt 
keep them fecretly 
in a pavilion from 
the flrife of tonguei. 


lhadow the mercy-feat: as 
under the cover of a tent or 


pavilion thou fhalt keep them 
fafe from the poifoned arrows 
of contentious malignant and 
rancorous tongues. 

I aferibe peculiar praifes to 
the Almighty that he hath 
been wonderfully kind and 
good to me, in a ftrong and 
fortified city where l have 
met with refuge and fhelter-, 
and when it became dange¬ 
rous to continue there, which 
could not confine me with its 
gates and bars. 

Tor 


21. Elefled be the 
Lordj for he hath 
fhewed me his mar¬ 
vellous kindnefs in 
I 0 ftrong city. 


B Diodat. interprets thefe exprefiions as borrowed front 
the drawing rooms, or retiring-chambers of princes — 
fome places which they reckoned facred to themfelves, and 
wherein they fuffered no-interruption, admitted of no vifit6 
or addrefles. The Arabic renders the laft claufe infurrec- 
tion of tongues. Hammond interprets the blelling favour or 
prefence of Cod, exhibited under the wings of the chcru- 
bims in the fanttuary. 

0 "Madge renders, a lef.eged city, as that feems to be 2 
feene more adapted for kindnefs than a ftrong ore. But if 
it refer to meeting with friendlhips, or escaping dangers, it 
is not hcceflary to fuppofe any formal liege laid to Jeverai 
cities, where he wai ic thefe lefpects highly favoured, 
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22. For I (aid in 
jny P halte I am cue 
off from before thine 
eyes: neverthelefs 
thou heardeft the 
voice of my Appli¬ 
cations, when I cried 
unto thee. 


415 

For 1 verily thought, in Sict. 22* 
the unufual confirmation of L ,Jt 
my mind, the hurry and con- Ps . A ^“ 
fulion of my flight, and faid, XXX1 ' 
notwichftanding all my hopes 
I mull now perifli: neverthe- 
lels, thou waft pleafed to pity 
my weaknefs, to anfwer my 


23. O love the 
Lo-rd, all ye his 
faints: for the Lord 
preferveth the faith¬ 
ful, and q plentifully 
lew&idech the proud 
doer. 


prayer \ and provide a way 
for my efcape from this ex¬ 
tremity of fear and danger. 
Hence as a general obfer- 
vation and maxim of religious 
wifdom, I advife all ye who 
come under the denomina¬ 
tion of people profefling god- 
linefs to determine your hearts 
and minds to the ftudy and 
prattice of virtue and piety : 


the Lord maketh their 
fafety and welfare* who fin- 
cerely ferve him, the care of 
his providence: on the other 
hand, he has in referve a 
proper retribution and full 

chaftife- 


P Myhafle, the Heb - to flee in the greateft hurry and 
trepidation, extreme fear and conflernation from fome 
ihreatning danger or purfuing enemy: it may not there¬ 
fore fo direflly refer to the ftate of David's pafcons, though 
they no doubt were violently affeiSled, as the fwiftnefs and 
confufion of his trembling flight from Saul his moll 
jealous enemy. 

9 Hcb rtpayeth abuvdantly or with furpluffage upon the 
remainder , i. c. the proud man’s potterity. Hammond ren¬ 
ders, the Lord preferveth the faithful, and he that de-ih 
excellent things abundantly rewards, therm 
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Sect. 22. chaftifemcnt forthofe who in- 


folently trample upon his righ- 

«xh L 23. teous laws, and cruelly perfe- 

cute his dutiful off-fpring. 

24 Be vigorous and refolute 
in the difeharge of your duty, 
and never be afraid or difpi- 
rited for any difficulties you 
meet with, he will certainly 
animate and enable you to 
furmount them \ all ye that 
fixedly hope in the Lord, 
and do not upon any account 
forlake truth and virtue. 


24.. Be of good 
courage, and he 
fhall llrengthen your 
heart, all ye that 
hope in the Loro. 


PSALM XXXII. SECT. XXIII. 

The inexpreffible advantage of remiffton of fins , the 
refult of an humble confeffion and effectual amend - 
mens, The intolerable burden of concealed inward 
guilt. 'The certainty and readinefs of pardon 
and acceptance to thofe who acknowledge their 
err or Si and for the future lead fiber righteous 
and godly lives . Vice the mifiryi virtue the hap - 
pinefs of all mankind. A pfilm of David, to be 
fit to the tune r Mafchil, and performed in the 
tabernacle , as is fuppofed on the great day of 
expiation . 

PSAJ.M xxxii. 1. Psalm xixii. I.- 

SrcT 23. TNnocence, uniform virtue, TD LES ^ ED IS he 

. -V I r , J. \ jD tranfgref- 

i or a lincere obedience ot f, on t * s forgiver, 
*j i * L i u the laws of righteoufneis, vibofi fm h covered. 

doubt- 

* 

r Ma/chily if there was authority for it, ore would rather 
interpret this word, not of a tunc but according to its com¬ 
mon meaning for a pfalm giving infruQicn calculated lo 
make wife and prudent , at leaft in the tide of this. 
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2. Blefled is the 
man unco whom the 
Lor n imputeth not 
iniquity, afd in 
whole fpirit ibtrt is 
no guile. 


3. When I kept 
filcnce, my bones 
waxed old; through 
my roring all the 
day long. 


doubtlefs conftitute man’s Sect. 23- 


nobleft perfection, his higheft 
happinefs: and yet in a lower 
degree but truly happy and 
blefled does pardon and mercy 
render the unfeigned peni¬ 
tent, and an entire oblivion 
* » 



Psalm 


XXxii. i* 


to bury his mifcondudl, who 


has been guilty. 

Inexpreflibly happy is the z 
humbled (inner.of whom the 


Lord exadteth not, like an 
unrelenting creditor, a ftridt 
account, proportional fuffcr- 
ings, the total fum of de- 
ferved puniihment: and in 
whofe fpirit and temper there 
is the reality of repentance, 
no latent infincerity or hypo- 
crify. 

During the gloomy difmal 3 
time, that I did not freely 
acknowledge, rather fuppref- 
fed my inward fenfe of the 
moft heightened impruden- 
cies, with invifible anguifh 
and fecret horror I often re- 


4. For day and 
night thy hand was 
heavy upon me: my 
xcoifture is turned 
into the drought of 

fummer. Sclah. 

VOL. II. 


flefted and my bones feemed 
to wear out, or my whole 
body dwindle away with con¬ 
tinual groans, and the moft 
piercing doleful lamentations. 

For without intermiflion 4 
of either day or night, the 
confcioufnefs that I had juft- 
ly incurred thy terrible dif- 
pleafure, and the dread of 
Ee thy 



4 i3 A Paraphrase on tbs 

Sect. 23. thy avenging power, as cer- 

tain in due time to punifli 
fuch atrocious deeds, quite 
■ ’ * bore me down: my radical 

rhoifture was exhaufted, and 
my once florid complexion 
took a pale and fickly hue : 
the herbage and verdure, 
parched and withered with 
the exceflive drought of a 
moft fultry feafon, is a fuit- 
able emblem of my declining 
difmal ftate. 

c At length, Omnifcient 5.1 acknowledge 

God, I do openly and freely and mine iniqBitv 
confefs before thee my grie- have I not hid: I 
vous error; and however faid, I will con- 
complicated and fcandalous m y tranfgrcf- 

r . , 1 r • lions unto the Loro : 

my wickednefs is, never more and thou forgaveft 
attempt to fupprefs conceal the iniquity of my 
or in the leaft extenuate it: fin. Selah. 

I refblved whatever W2S the 
confequence, and declared— 
ro compenfate all that is pof- 
fible, I will ingenuoufly own 
to all the world wherein I 
Have offended, and what de- 
ferved: and fuch was thine 
aftoni filing mercy that thou 
immediately forgaveft the 
blackeft of crimes: having 
repented I was almoft as if 1 
had not committed fome of 


the vilefl of facts. 

6 From this, fignal remark¬ 
able inftance of the inward 

horrors 


6 . For this fhsiJ' 
every one that is 
godly, pray unto 

thee. 
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■be found : furely in 
the floods of great 
waters, they /hall 
.not come nigh unto 
iiim. 


419 

*hee, * in a time horrors of ftifled guilt, the Sect. 23 
when thou mayeil r£afonablenefs of frankly own- 

iftg it, and the readinefs of aJ^“ L £ M 

moft cornpatlionate God to 

.pardon; every ffian to the 
end of the world who is truly 
concerned for his own welfare 


7. Thou art my 
hiding place, 1 thou 
'ihaic preferve me 

from 


and happinefs, whenever he 
hath offended will timely 
repent, amend, and implore 
divine mercy: as the only 
certain expedient to avoid 
being involved with impeni¬ 
tent undone Tinners inpublick 
calamities, like the general 
deluge in the days of Noab% 
when it will be too late and 
in vain for them to cry or 
pray, but when lie fiiall be 
perfeftly feeure, and as the 
reward of his righteoufnefe 
fliafl furvive the moft dread¬ 
ful wrecks. 

.And as f I liave fincerely? 
adted , this . moft prudential 

E e 2 part, 


5 In a time, Sec. Hamintind interprets 1 in a time of finding, 
i. e. a time when God will hear and grant their prayers: 
hut as for the inundation of many or great waters, [hereby 
fignifying the wicked man, that like a torrent breaks over 
the banks, tranfgrelfes the laws, and ftveeps and carries all 
before him] they 'ivill not come nigh, or at all approach unto 
him , i. e. to God ; they run on obftinate in their courfc, 
they care not, nor ever look after God. 

1 The Chald. Paraph . agreeable to the original; reriders, 
thou fait prefernje mi from ttikulatihn , with fongs of re¬ 
demption or gratulatory hymns of vidlory fait, thou income 
fafs ox furround me, 1 Sam . xviii. 6. 
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A Pa ra phrase on the 


Sect. 22. part, and with full refolution 

of mind hereafter to abide by 

xxxiiy. ^ returned to my duty; what¬ 
ever viciflitudes and revo¬ 
lutions lhall happen in this 
fluctuating unfteady world, I 
do firmly hope and truft in 
the Almighty, and will al¬ 
ways have recourfe to him 
for refuge or ftielter: thou 
wilt provide me a fee tire 
retreat; guard me from cala¬ 
mities ; and make my loyal 
and dutiful fubjeCts all about 
me, to congratulate my de¬ 
liverance with the molt joy¬ 
ful hymns; with fongs of 
complete triumph without 
the leaft mixture of forrow. 

8 Providence having both 


fucceeded mine affairs, and 
brought me to Ibme maturity 
and folidity of judgment, 
whoever you are, that have 
wilfully tranfgrefled God’s 
laws, I would advife you to 
refleCt and aft with more pru¬ 
dence ; I will truly direCt you 
jto the right way, to the proper 
courfe of behaviour which 
every man ought to purfue: 
or form a fcheme of conduCt 

for 


from trouble : thou 
fhak compafs me 
about with fongs of 
deliverance. Sclah. 


8 - I will inflruft 
thee, and teach thee 
in the way which 
thou fhalt go: 1 will 
guide thee with mine 
u eye. 


M tilth mine eye y 1. e. with 






ilant rcgnrd— The Chald. Paraph, hath it, 7 
thee } and Jet tr:h;: eye ufen thee f ir gevd. 


* T / 

Ilk 


« ■ 
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9. Be not as the 
horl e, or as che mule, 
•which have no un 
demanding : whofe 
mouth mud be held 
in with bit and bri¬ 
dle; w led they come 
near unto thee. 


10. Manv forrows 

v 

Jball he to the wick¬ 
ed : but he that 
wutfeth in the Lo k d, 
mercy fhall compafs 
him about. 


foryou in the moft intelligent Sect. 23. 
and exaft manner. 

Beware of an headftrpng 
temper or a ftubborn and in¬ 
corrigible rrrind which would 
require a feverer difciplinej 
like the unbroken and un- 
trattable horfe, or the ftiff 
and obftinate mule, which 
cannot be made to fee the 
difference of things, form a 
judgment or have diferetion: 
whofe mouth therefore muft 
be managed and curbed with 
bit and bridle, that they may 
be brought to come near, 
ferve and be ufeful. 

The obftinate and impeni- 10 
tent finner may naturally ex¬ 
pect, and fhall certainly fall 
into a ftate of fbrrow, and the 
utmoft mifery both of body 
and foul: but all defipable 
circumftances of prosperity, 
without the lead mixture of 
pain or grief, fhall fill his 

Ee 3 mind 


* Left, the particle fignifies both a negation with fome 
vehemence — no , by no means , not at all\ and Iikewife before , 
for that which, and the meaning feems to be here, not left 
but before , or in order to be brought near and rendered fer- 
vicenbie, i.e. they are without human capacities, and mult be 
difciplined as brutes to be made come near and be traftnble 
and ufeful to mankind : for they are not of a ferocious 
kind that attack and devour men, ns the common rendering 
{Veins to imply : neither are bits and bridles, ftriftty {peak¬ 
ing, applied to keep them front hurting, but to bring them 
:o ierve man. 





A Paraphrase 


Sect. 23. mind with perfect pleafure, 

who abfolutely relies on and 

Psalm r , r r * t 

xxxii. ,0. r ! ncerel y ftrves a God of 

righteoufneis. 

u Wherefore, I exhort al{ 
fteady advocates of true re¬ 
ligion and virtue, having the 
moft folid grounds for it, do 

f ou preferyp a fettled chear- 
ulnefs: in the regular courfe 
gf your beneficent good lives 
{hew a peculiar fatisfa&ion r 
and you whofe defigns and 
^dlions are ftridtly conform¬ 
able to the divine laws, de¬ 
clare your inward joys in 
exulting triumphant longs. 


on the 


ri. Be glad in the 
Lord, and rejoice 
ye righteous : and 
fhout for joy, all ye 
that are upright in 
heart. * * 


PSALM xxxm. SECT. XXIV. 

Acknowledgments due to the Maker and Governoirr 
of the world for his moft wife and righteous 
laws: his works of creation , and the wonderful 
difpenfations of his moft kind providence . 


Psalm xxxiii. 1. 

Sect. 24. TJ Eligioufly and moft 

chearfully celebrate and 
Psalm magnify the wifdom, omni- 
XXX4I1. 1. p 0tence and goodnefs of 

God, Q ye fober righteous 
and godly men*, for the moft 
rational and exalted homage 
and adoration are acceptable 
to him, and reputable, truly 
laudable and excellent in the 


Psalm xxxiii. 1. 


R Ejoice in the 
Lord, O ye 
righteous, for praife 
is comely for the 
upright. 
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eftimate of all men, when Sect. 24. 

* 1. . j 

performed by perfons of ftri<£t 
morals and unblemiflied ex- ~ 

emplary characters and coif- 
verfations. 


z. Praife the Lord 
with harp: fing unto 
him with the pfalte- 
ry, and an inQrument 
of ten brings. 


3. Sing unto him 
a new long, play 
(kilfully with aloud 
noife. 


You pay the nobleft lervice & 
of conftant worlhip and uni¬ 
form virtue in your regular 
and holy lives: on every oc- : 
cafion of a more publick and ! 
folemn thankfgiving, improve 
the mufick of your voices: 
with the choiced inftruments; * 
perfect the harmonious founds 
with rhe violin,'the harp, and’ 
an inftrument of ten firings. 

Let; the engaging ideas of 3 
the utmoft beauty and ele¬ 
gance, novelty and variety 
appear in the fentiments and 
phrafes of your compofitions: 
Jet both the voices be me¬ 


lodious and the hands play 
with the exacted (kill and the 


4. For the word 
of the Lord is right: 
and all his works arc 
dor*? in truth. 


ftrongeft found: fhrill like 
the alarming trumpet, loud 
as embattled hofts when they 
fhouc to engage or triumph 
for viftory. 

The fubjefts are truly ele- 4 
vated and deferving of the 
mod exalted drains; for the 
declarations, precepts and 
promiles of the Lord, which 
we profefs to admire, are 
e^aCfely conformable to the 

E e 4 - plained 
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Sfcc-r. *4. plained rules of right, found- 

cd i° eternal and unchanging 

awiii. 4. e ^ u * t y : and all his perform¬ 
ances, judgments or dealings 
are perfedlly correfpondent 
to fuch declarations, and the 
fettled laws of an inviolable 
faithful nefe. 

5 For its fupreme worth, and 
direft tendency to the greateft 
good and happinefs, he re¬ 
gards with an entire affe&ion, 
a courfe of life which is equal 
and juft; agreeable to the 
plan of true religion hrs 
moral law, and that will ftand 
the teft of a future impartial 
judgment: of which certain 
view to the mod extenfive 
well-being, his regular and 
bountiful providence is a glo¬ 
rious inftance: the whole 
earth is replenifhed from the 
exhaudlefs {lores of his im- 
menfe beneficence: and a- 
midft beings greatly multi¬ 
plied, and feenes aftonifhingly 
diverfified,order is preferved, 
and felicity the grand-mark 
of all his difpenfations. 

6 At the pleafure, by the 
command of the moil high 

God, 


5 He Toveth righ- 
teoufnefs and judg¬ 
ment: the earth is 
full of the goodnefs 
of the Lord. 


6 * By the w0tu 
of the Lord were 
the heavens made : 

and 


* The Egyptians defetfibed that God whom they con- 
/efled to be immortal, by the hiergglyphical emblem of a 
xnao blowing an egg out of his mouth, to fignify that he 

made 
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and all the hod of 
them by the breath 
of his mouth. 


7. He gathereth 
the waters of the fea 
together as an V 
heap: he layeth up 
the depth in ftore- 
houfes. 


God, or only from his fpeak^ Sect. 24. 
ing a word were the exalted 
heaven with their unnum-^ 
bered orbs produced and dif- 
pofed of: and as a moft re¬ 
gular army all their fliining 
aflemblages, motions, dif- 
tances, and exquifite perfect 
harmony fettled as it were by 
a fmgle breath from his ib- 
vereign lips. 

As into one large pile or 7 
prominent heap, fo that to 
the eye they appear higher 
than the ftiore, he collefts 
from off the earth the waters 
which conftitute the fea : he 
layeth up the immenfe depths 
of element within channels 
and wide caverns, and con¬ 
fines them there, as in treafu- 

ries 


at to 


made the round world by his word or the breath of his 
mouth. Plut . de lfid. iff Ofir . 

It had been much wifer, with the Etrufeans to have made 
no reprefentation at all where it was impofliblc to find any 
rcfemblance. Vid. Recueil dAntiq, Aigypt. Eirufc. Grtfq. 
par M. le Compte de Cayius, Tom. IV. 4to. p. 407. 

’Tis fomething fingular, fays the Count, chat among their 
compofitions we find not one figure of a God 

r Kimcbiy humoroufty enough obferves, that if it were 
not for this difpofition and conllitution of things, the earth 
would be inhabitable only by fifties or amphibious animals, 
for it would be confiantly overflowed. 

Heap, the Hcb . an heap or collection of matter removed 
from one fituation to another: and likewife a bladder, 
bottle, or bag of (kin fitted to hold wine, particularly that 
fort of one ufed by travellers, which would bear fhaking ; 
and this latter fuppofed to be the image defigned to be 
given in the text. See Shiny's Travels, p 304, 
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Sect. 24. ries or granaries that; they 
*“ “v— * break not their bounds nor 
Ps .* t “ deluge the world. 
xam * 'g Thefe eonfefled obvious 

inftances of an unrivalled 
power and abfolute fupreme 
jurifdi&ion, fhould excite all 
intelligent creatures on this 
earth to pay the Almighty 
due acknowledgments and 
fear difpleafing him: hence 
aJl the rational inhabitants of 
this whole wide world wher¬ 
ever difperfed, or how¬ 
ever otherwise diftinguilhed, 
fliould be influenced to con¬ 
cur in one united folemn re¬ 
verence of this King of kings* 
this Lord of lords, and 
one fincere obedience of his 
known and {landing laws. 

9 For without any difficulty 
of labour, delay of time, or 
the lead afliftanee from any 
other being in the univerfe, 
he only exprefied his pleafure 
and the whole apparatus of 
exiftence and formations was 
immediately created: he gave 
forth his high command and 
its conftitution was fixed, all 
its laws, properties and con¬ 
tinued fupport eftablifhed: fo 
that they remain ftedfaft ac¬ 
cording 


8. Let all the 
earth fear theLoRD: 
let all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the world 
Hand in awe of him. 


9. For he fpake 
and it was z done > 
he commanded and 
it Hood fad. 


2 Icbi it Jhall or will be, and jatiymod it /ball Jland and 
. cannot fail. 
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fading ta his ordinance, fois?cx.-.24. 


10. The Lord 
bringeth the counfcl 
of the heathen to 
nought: he maketh 
the devices of the 
people of none effect. 


al) arc his fervants. 

His dominion: and provir 
dense (over all things, are IO> 
equally evident aqd praife-* 
worthy as his original pro* 
duftion of them; particularly 
refpe&ing the affairs and con¬ 
cerns of mankind: their libera 

fy is iubjedk to his control* 
and he eafily blafts or difli-« 
pates the utmoft fagacityand 
beft concerted fchemes of 
heathen unbelieving powers 
eontradidtory to his pleafure, 
defigned to fubvert ofdeftroy 
his people: let them be rpa-* 
naged with ever fo mi^ch art-* 
fpl fecrecy, or encouraged 
by ever fo great numbers, he 
looks upon their counfels and 
devices in full affembly and 
they come to nothing, he 

blows upon them and they 
vanilh like flitting lhadows 


x1 . The counfcl 
of the La rd Uand- 
ech for ever, the 
thoughts of his heart 
to al! generations. 


gr as empty air. 

The purpofes and meafures »* 
of the eternal God in his 
immenfe government are not 
liable to obftruftion or alte¬ 
ration from human means or 
any imaginable contingent 
cies: there is not a poflibility 
of any thing in nature hin¬ 
dering, hut that what he de¬ 
crees or appoints, for a .fixed 

1 a w 
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S.ECT. 24. law fhall ever remain fuch ; 

and his views and moft fted- 
faft refolutions be infallibly 
accomplifhed through all the 
revolving periods of time 
and fucceflive generations of 


Psalm 

XJtiuji. t l 


mankind. 

12 Power, jufticc and mercy 
thus centering in the true 
notion of Deity, it is the 
higheft privilege and grea- 
teft bleflmg to know worlhip 
and with fin cere hearts in 
obedient virtuous lives ferve 
him: and the people can 
never be enough thank¬ 
ful, who for this purpofe 
enjoy peculiar communica¬ 
tions from heaven in a written 
law; even the Ifraelitiflo na¬ 
tion whom the Lord hath 
favoured with clear and true 
fentiments of religion, and 
hereby as it were more efpe- 
cially feledted for his poflef- 
fion and placed them under 
his protedlion. 

13 The fame beneficent Lord 
and moft wife good father of 
all, though he be peculiarly 
prefent with and glorious in 
heaven, takes kind furveys, 
and contains within the com- 
pafs of a moft extenfive gra¬ 
cious providence the whole 
race of mankind ; all the in¬ 
habitants 


j 2. Elefled is the 
nation whofe God 
is the Lord : and 
the people whom he 
hath chofen for his 
own inheiitancc. 


13. The Lord 

looketh from heav¬ 
en, he beholdeth all 
the Tons of men: 



Book of Psalms. 



habitants of this earth With- Sect. 24. 


14. From the pi ace 
of his habitation he 
looketh upon all the 
inhabitants of the 

earth. 


1 He falhioneth 

their hearts 1 ali ke: 
he confjdereth all 
their works. 



out exception of place or re- 
fpfeft of perlon. 

From that city which is 
above, and which may be 
confidered as the feat of his 
empire, his influence extends 
through all his territories: 
and he takes particular cogni¬ 
zance of and in ways fuitable 
to their nature and circum- 
ftances governs, all the ra¬ 
tional and accountable beings 
wherewith he has peopled 
this world. 

Whether they be high onj 
low, rich or poor, or however 
differenced as to their external 
form or inward complexion, 
he hath equally of one as well 
as another, falhioned all their 
hearts, and endued them with 
their mental powers; co-ope- 
rateth with their natural fa¬ 
culties, and fully difeerneth to 
what tnoral purpofes they 
apply them : he is not more¬ 
over an unconcerned fpedta- 
ror of their lives, aftions and 
habits; at prefent he takes an 
exatft account of them, and 
will declare them in their juft 

weight 


8 Alike , Kimcki interprets, one as <zvefl as another , and th$ 
Arab, fir mat figillatim } i e. he formeth them feparatcly 
•r one after another. 
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Psalm 
aixxiii. 15, 


Sect. 24. weight and hleafure by a 

future -^tdfnal jUdgrjierit. 
There is no earthly ruler 
16. or general preferved in the 

hazards of war, or enabled 
to coriqtier and triumph, 
meefly by his armaments and 
the fuperibrity of his military 
forces: the moft gigantick 
form and flature Of a man, 
the finevvy robuft atrii or in* 
trepid gallant heart are not 
fuccefsful and victorious as 


the foie; efftCt of thefe; nor 
are they a fufficient guard a- 
gainft difafters or iurprizes 
defeats and entire deftruc- 
tion. 

17 Whatever confidence has 
often been placed in the agi¬ 
lity, fpeed or flrength and ar¬ 
dour of a trained and gene¬ 
rous war-horfe ; yet in num- 
berlefs unfofefeen incidents 
he is npt at all to be depended 
on, nor fhall he be able, 
though the beft of the fpecies, 
to fecure his rider. 

18 Of unfpeakably greater 
importance, and the certain 
ground of fecurity are the 
Omnifcence and Providence 
of God in a pcrfon’s favour; 
who is ever vigilant and moft 
attentive for their protection, 
who are careful to fupport- a 

religious 


on the 


16. There is no 
king faved by the 
multitude of an hoft: 
a mighty man is not 
delivered by much 
ftrength. 


17. An hor [t is a 
vain thing for fafety: 
neither fhall he de¬ 
liver a»y by his great 
flrength. 


18. Behold, the 
eye of the Lord is 
upon them that fear 
him, upon them that 

9 4 

hope in hi? mercy. 
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religious character, or make Sect. 241, 


19-Tp deliver thsir 
foul from death, and 
to keep them alive 
in famine. 


his laws the meafures of their 
lives: and that cultivate in 
their minds fuch fentiments 
of his goodnefs and mercy, 
as notwithftanding many 
feeming delays and difap- 
pointed hopes, ftill in pati¬ 
ence to wait, fubmit, and 
entirely rely on him : 

As far as is confident with 
the wifdom of his univerfal 
government and foF their 
greateft real benefit, to pluck 
them out of the hands of 
enemies and oppreffors, or 
preferve them from the molt 
dreadful dangers; and fome 
way to provide for them nc- 
ceflary fuftenance under the 
grievous calamity of a pre¬ 
vailing raging famine. 



Psalm 
xxxiii. 18. 



20. Our foul wait- 
eth for the Lord: he 
is our help and our 


(hield. 


z \. For our heart 
(hall rejoice in him ; 
becaufe we have 

trulted 


In every thing that con- 20 
cerns us of exiftence and flip- 
port, evil to be prevented or 
good bellowed, after regular¬ 
ly difebarging our duty, all 
our defires and expectations 
terminate and center in the 
divine concurrence and fa¬ 
vour to accomplifh them : he 
is our only abfolute depend¬ 
ence, help in diftrefs, and 
fhield againft danger. 

And we can vindicate, ac- 
quiefee, and greatly rejoice, 

in 




Psalm 
xxxiii. zi. 


A Paraphrase 

in whatever is the event of 
this condudt: for all affairs 
that concern us fhall certainly 
in the ifiue be overruled to 
our higheftlafting advantage: 
in as much as we moft ratio¬ 


nally and fmcerely commit 
ourfelves to the diredtion aqd 
fupport of the belt and wifelt 
of beings. 

22 Be thou favourable and 
merciful, great and good 
God, according as we un- 
refervedly fubmit to, aird ab- 
folutely depend upon thee, 
in all cafes to do for us as 
thy unerring wifdom didtates 
and thy boundlefs goodnefs 
inclines. 


on the 

trufted in h:s holy 
name. 


22. Let thy mercy, 
O Lord, be upon 
us, according as we 
hope in thee. 
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